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Area Woman To Testify
; InJFK Slaym ¢ Probe - -
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; By DWAYNE COX
 Avalanche-Journal Staff
(c) 1977 The Avalanche-Journal
TESTIMONY of a wilness to the murder off President.

John F. Keanedy deemed “crucial™ by the House Select -

Commitiee on Assassinations will come from-a former
Big Spring resident and the ex-wife of a man killed in a
shootout ia South Lubbock more than six years ago, The
AvalancheJournal has leamed, - -

Toe witness, Beverly Massagee, emerly Beverly
McGann, is refecred to in a secret transctipt of a March
17 briefing of the assassinations committee by Robert
Tannenbaum, in charge of the committee's Kennedy in-
vestigation. The transcript of the briefing was aq:xuzntal-
ly laxed and The A~J obtained a copy.

. (Other Stories, Photos,
Pagell, Sec. A) 7

In the transeript, Tznnenbaum refers to Mrs. Massagee
as, “a female who was taking photographs on the south
side of Elm Street, which would be facing what is known
as the *Grassy Knoll' and part of the Book Depository
Building where allegedly Oswald was and ﬁred the
shots.”

The transcript of Tannenbaum's briefing furt.her states |

Mrs. Massagee told investigators recently she knew Jack
Ruby, that she and a friend were introduced to Lee Harv-
ey Oswald by Ruby prior to the assassination and were
told he (Oswald) was a CLA-agent and surrendered her
fitm of the assassination to two men who ciaimed to be
agents of the FBI and CIA.

In 1970, the woman was married to George McGann, a
reputed Texas organized crime figure. Police found
McGann, 34, and Jerry M. Meshell, 29, of Lufkip, dead in.
a house at %0th Street and Avenue S in Lubbock and pol
ice theprized both rnen died in an apparent shoot-out.

A man, however, was <harged with the murders and
convicted, but, an aura of mystery stiil surrounds the
double shooting and investigators believe the killings
raay have been an organized crime “hit" ordered when
McGann allegedly t.ned to increase his standing in organ-
ized crime in Texas.

In 1963, Beverly Mccann was working in Dallas clubs
and she and her husband were acquai es of Jack Ru-
by. It was at Ruby's Carousel Club the transcript states,
that Mrs. Massagee's introduction to Oswald about two
weeks before the assassination occurred. The transctipt
states Mrs. Massagee told officers she next saw Oswald
when be was atrested. .

After her friend spoke openly about inesting Oswald
earlier and.then soon disappeared, the lnnscripl stales,
Mrs. Massagee “decided it would be in her best interests
not to say anything.”

But now, more than 13 years after the Nov. 22, 1963, as-
'sassination of President Kennedy, to which she found
herself an important witness, fear again has stifled Mrs.
hlassagee’s desice to taik.

The A-J located Mrs. Massagee last week in Srruthvﬂle,
Mo., where she and her husband Charles were staying at
a Bapust church as part of ap evangelistic tour.

In 2 1971 interview, Mrs. Massagee said she was con-
varted to ner current evangelistic existerce in January of
1970 in Big Spring.

She and her husband tour the country and their organi-
Zation, Massagee Evangelistic Services, beadquarters in
Dailas.

Assassination researchers say her discovery of religion

occurred 2fter she fisst disclosed the story the House
committee Wil investizate and becamne fr'gntr!ed about
possible attempts on her life by organized crime figures
or police.

The fear still lingess.

Although Mrs. Massagse declined to talk with The A-J,
her husband spoxe briefly about his wile's present status
in the investigation.

“She’s not able to discuss those matters at this pomL

Massagee said. “If some people thought she rea!lv knew
sometmng. her life might be in danger.”

Massagee said his wile has been instructed by the assas-
sinations committee not to discuss her future testimony

" and he tried to downplay her potential roie in the investi-

gation. - : N

“If she had any evidence that would help soive the as- -
sassination, it would have been divulged long age,”.he
said. “All she knows is somebody took some hlm away
from her who posed as agents from the FBI and CIA. She
doesn’t know if they really were agents.”

Massagee said the ¢ ittee has stated it will make an
effort to bring his wile before the panel for tesumnny as
‘soon as possible because “even if her life is in danger,
there would be no reason for them to go after '1er aiter
she testifies.”

Massagee would not elaborate on who hls wife feared,
but he did say, “There have been an awiul lot of suicides -

) hlely of people associated with this who had the back of

| See AREA WOMAN Page Il

BEVERLY MASSAGEE Hou.se assassination pmbers
) fed.he-‘ testimony is “crucial™ 10 the Kennedy death in-
vestigation. (Photo Copyright The Houston Post Co.)
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"y cep Sreundc Uity G e DUk,
extted  his throat, and then passed
tough Connadly's body, would have
wrighed too much if the (ragments were
added. ’

Doctors altending Connally are quoled
m the Warren Report as saying they be-
heve a single bullet passed through Con-
nally’s chest, tumbled through his wrist,
then punciured his thigh and fell onto a
stretcher al Parkland Hospital in what
the commitice investigators referred to
us **prisline condition,”

Also, Department of Public Safety pa-
trolman Charles W. Harbison, in a copy-
woghted story in the Dallas Morning
News, reporled lurning over lo an FBI
agent Nav. 25 or 26, 1963, more than
three fragments reportedly taken from

Area Woman Ho%mm:@.__,
In JFK Slaying Probe - o

{Continued From Page One)
their heads blown off.” C,
Assassination  authorities say’ they
doubl Mrs. Massagee's revelations are
valid and cite reccurring discrepancics in
her story as the foundation of their
dnubt. *

William C. Wood, who was a special in..

vestigator for New Orleans Dist, Atty.
Jim Garrison's investigation of the Ken-
nedy assassination in 1967 and 1968, told
The A-J Mrs. Massagee's original state.
ment cancerning the two agents she sur-
rendered her fitm to a short time after
the assassination indicated the men were
buth I°DI ugents, and did not indicate one
said e was associated with the CIA. And
he abso noled that normally CIA agents
achively working on a case rarely — if ev-
17— divulge their CIA identities
" Another Texas assassination researcher
told The A-J Mrs, Massagee first referred
1o the two men who took her fijm approx-
wnitely two days after the assassination
- Texas Rungers, .
*Hhe assassinations commillee, howey-
of, according Lo the (ranscript, states the
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films ..a.a___a be crucial, in that she .=sa..
Massagee) was taking photographs of the .

Presiden(’s car at the time the shols were
fired, and it would show, possibly, if in-
deed.{he film were developed, portions
of the Grassy Knoll and possibly, some of
the depository.”

A woman taking pholographs of the
area in question way/shown in several
pictures following thé assassination.
commuonly was referred (o as "The Ba-
bushka woman,” but previously had been
unidentified,

Carter Envoy Pick

For Mexico Hit

DALLAS (AP) — The head of a pre-
dominantly Mexican-American veleruns
group and the president of the League of
United Latin American Citizens have
criticized President Carter for failing to
name a Hispanic-American as ambassa-
dor to Mexico.

Carter has named Wisconsin Gov. Pa-
trick Lucey to the post.
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Inscribed on the back of the picture
was "Hunter lor the fascist, Ha, Ha, Ha.”
The inscription, signed by Oswald, also
contatned a line dedicating it to "my
good [ricnd, George,” and was dated
May 4, 1963, indicaling De Mohrenschlid)
did see Oswald alter the April 13, 1963,
date he told the commission was his fast
encounter with the man the commission
states acted alone in killing Kennedy,

Other aspects of De Mohrenschildt's re-
lationship with Oswald, whom he (De
Mohrenschildt) aided and imroduced in-
to the Dallas White Russian coramunity
in 1062, are evident in commission docu-
menls and testimony, . '
* Ina letter De Mohrenschildt wrale to a
[riend Dec. 9, 1963, he said *The Tirst
time I heard of Kennedy's assassination,
Jeanne and I thought simultaneously —
“could it be that crazy lunatic Oswald?"

Oltmans claims De Mohrenschildt told
him he was responsible for Oswald's ac-

_ions Nov, 22, 1963, and that he and Os-
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And, in another conlradiction, in an in-

terview in Dallas Wednesday, Jeanne De

.. Mohrenschildt said she and her husband

never considered Oswald might have
kitled the president affer first hearing
about the assassination.

Another coincidence directly related to

“the assassination is De Mohrenschildt's

wife's relalionship with an FBI agent
who was a known associate of Oswald.

Before marrying De Mohrenschild,
Jeanne LeGon was separaled from her
husband Robert, who reported her to
FBI agents as a Communist spy.

FBI agent James Hosly was assigned to
investigale the then Mrs. LeGon In 1957,

Hosly's name, address and car license
number were found writlen in Oswald's
notebook after he was arrested.

Further rescarch indicates additlonal
connections between De Mohrenschildt
and the intelligence community, begin-
ning with his delention and interrogation
by "Bl agents in 1941 after he and 3 com-
panion were found sketching a military
installation on the Texas Gull Coast. De
Mohrenschildt was released affer the in-
lerrogation.

G WiabUsCiip, il alsy, Dl a
Patsy,” hus been turned over lo the
House assassinations coinmillee, which
hopes o determine H le, or someone
* else, was.

~Jurors Balk:
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PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) =~ A
corouer’s jury has confirmed a pol-
ie ruling that the death of George

- de Mohrenschildt was a suicide,
but the jury refused to investigate
what led to the death.

"That's irrelevant,” State Atly.
David Bludworth said after the
Palm Beach Counly panel released
its finding on the death of De Moh-
renschildt, who was a friend of Lee

Narvey Oswald, o
' "We're here to delermine wheth-
er he did commit sulcide, or not.
The other Tacts about why he ook
his own life are for someone else
lo look into." e 4

De Mohrenschildt was found
shot to death March 29, hours after
an investigator for the House as-
sassinations committee tried un-
successfully to interview him
about the assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy.

His daughter, Nancy Tilton, tes-

* tified at the jury's hearing that De
Mohrenschildt had been “harassed
by different people.”

'One name was Oltinans,” she
said. ""He (De Mohrenschildl) said
that man was {rying to force him
(v say things thal weren't true.”

Dulch journalist Willem Olimans
suid in testimony before the com-
millee recently that De Mohren-
schildt Trad told Tim about a con-
spiracy to kill Kennedy.

Bus Wreek vicums

To Leave Hospital

PLAINVIEW (Speciali—The last of 19
Lockney students injured in a schoo! buy-
truck collision Thursday near Providence
was expected to be released from Central
Plains General Hospilal here today,

Michael Lipham, 11, was in good conl-
tioh lale Friday, as was Jesse Ybarra, 13,
und doctors said both would probably
leave the hospital tuday,

The two students and 17 olhers were in-
jured when the bus collided with a truck
and overturned In {he Floyd County com-
munlly, ... .. . .

Authorities saidsthe vehicles colided af
the Intersection of M 768 and FAT 2301,
The bus was enroute to schools in Lock-
ney when the mishap occurred about 8:30

i

WRITING OSWALD'S? ~ This is a copy of aletier p
Lee Harvey Oswald to a person identified as Texas oilman H.L. Hunt. Handwriting ex-

e Troti (e fop of the o
whit appears 1o be an o™ and the lefier
vombination “om*’ or “on.”

The Dallas Morning News commis-
sioned three handwriting experts who
concluded the writer was Qswald. How-
ever the FBI said it is stilt attempting 1o
determine the authenticity of the nute
and to.whom It was addressed.

The day the nole was mude pubhec,
Puteh journalist Willem Oftmians told the
Ilouse Select Committee on Assussing-
tions that George de Mohrensehiddt wos
the middieman between Texas oilinon
H.L. Nunt and Oswald in 3 conspiracy o
assassinale Kennedy. . .

A spokesman for the Hunt family de-
nied the note was wrillen to Hunt and
siid Tlunt never knew or communicated
wilth Oswald,

- DWAYNE COX
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perts ofter conllicting opinions as o whether the penmanship is Oswald's. (AP Laser-

photo)
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