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. Pederal Bureau of Invelti;ltion'f. » .

J. Bdgar Hoover, Director

—

Burke Marshall, Asszistant Attorney General s
Civil Rights Diviliun

Aunter ?itth%'Dcil

. o AR
relntel to 7our 1ctte:he;d memorindun 12?(,9
5 to the Attorney General, mmlating to a; RS
O'Dell and the related prior memorands, /L~
your having sent copizl of these to me, U

Thls
of Septenbcr

Hunter Pitts
I appreciate

of Dr, King some time ago by me, but in uccardaqce '45’
in view of the sources of the Bureau's informa=-

Dr, Eing and two members of his organization ——'H

many people to have had Communist connections, his

-Christian Leadership Conference was changed,

Ithat I was not in a position to give any,

* This matter had bcen brougbt to the attentinn
with conversations which the Attorpey General
had with Courtney Evans, it was not felt to be wise
tion to state that I knew O'Dell to be under Communist
influence or control at eny time, I did inform..
Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker =
some time mgo —— that since O'Dell warz believed by
association with their organization was mot in the
best interests of the or;nnt:;tion.
_.,c‘
. At that time, £n:onc1ulive steps were tsken'
to remove O0'Dell, and his job with the Southern -
In

response to direct Questions whether I bad hard evidence .
of O'Dell's Communist connections, bowever, I replicd

Pollowing furth:r conversations, vith ﬂ:.
Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the
attention of Dr, King very explicitly in my office QPT
on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled aeetinzigpl
King had with the President, This was c; )
done at the direction of the Attorney General,
Later that morning both the Attorney General and 3 g3
the President separately strongly urged Dr, King Wl
that there should be no further connection between ~:~=-
O'Dcll and the Southern Christian Lenderlhip Cnnference.
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- .'.'.- UNITED ETATES aov(,&am-r
'.M emorandum

"&9;-.: J. Bdger Hoover, Director

cmee"" . Federal Bureau of Invcltigltiun'f‘ s o 12&;
. PoTNLD 4 ol ‘,‘_._':-_‘_ .__ =
" oM : Burke Marshall, Asszistant Attorney General ROy 3
7 Civil Rights Divilion <TG
0 . . ‘ ) o 2 T e e °
. yecT: Bunter Pitts d*pes S, s R ;",? ‘.'.,_~

Thls relutel to your Ictterhend memorsndunm
of September 5 to the Attorney General, relating to

. Hunter Pitts O'Dell and the related prinr -e-ornndn
. I appreciate your hlving sent copl:u of these to me,

. " This matter had been brought to the nttention

of Dr, King some time ago by me, but in accordance - 1 :
with conversations which the Attorpey General ’ L-'

had with Courtney Evans, it was not felt to be rile
in view of the sources of the Bureau's informa-

tion to state that I knew O'Dell to be under Communist f .L
influence or control at any time, I did inform.., . ,e&ﬂ'
Dr, Ling mnd two members of his organization —— -, } ;
Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker — - . .
some time mgo == that since O°Dell was believed by ‘
many people to have had Communist connections, his ]
association with their organization was not 4in the .p !
best interests of the organization, . '
; - Y-
. At that time, inconclusive steps were taken N

to remove O'Dell, and his job with the Southern -
- Christian leaderzship Conference was changed,  In

response to direct guestions whether I bhad hard evidence .. -.
s of O'Dell's Communist connections, bowever, I :epllnd W
Jthat I was not in 2 position to give any, z

e W i

PFollowing furthcr conversations, -ith l:.' ¢

o o Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the ¥
+ sttention of Dr, Xing very explicitly in my office A
on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled -eeting@ -

-.|which Dr, Xing had with the President, Thiszs was (; 5

done at the direction of the Attorney General, g

Later that morning both the Attorney Ceneral and 3 ei =)

; the President separately strongly urged Dr, King 'ff“‘ = [~

: s that there should be no further connection between —"~— N -

) S O'Dell and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. ]
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.Dr. Xing stated that the connection vbu;d_b:
the Attorney General and I

ended,

Thereafter,

both received copies of the attached letter,

July 3, 1963, from Dr. King to O'Dell,
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I thought you'should have this sdditional
informatioen for your file,

cc: The Attiorney

Gznecral

The Deputy Attorney General
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.pr. King stated that the connection would be
ended. Thereafter, the Attorney General and I
both received copies of the attached letter, dated \

July 3, 1963, from Dr. King to O'Dell, .
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I thouzht you®should have this sdditinnal
information for your file.

cc: The Attorney Ganecrzl

The Deputy Attorney General
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