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official W
arren C

om
m

ission exhibit num
bers, "C

om
m

ission E
x-

hibit N
os. 393, 394, 395" (p. 7). In stipulating that there be access, 

S
ection 1(2) reads, "A

ccess to the A
ppendix A

 m
aterials shall be 

perm
itted only to:" T

here follow
 tw

o categories, "(a), certain of-
ficials, an

d
 "(b

)" is: 

(b) A
ny serious scholar or investigator of m

atters relating to 
the death of the late P

resident, for purposes relevant to his 
study thereof, T

he A
dm

inistrator shall have full authority to 
deny re-ports for access, or to im

pose conditions he deem
s 

appropriate on access, in order to prevent undignified or sen-
sational reproduction of the A

ppendix 4 m
aterials. T

he A
d-

m
inistrator m

y seek the advice of the A
ttorney G

eneral or 
any person dsignated by the A

ttorney G
eneral w

ith respect 
to the A

dm
inistrator's responsibilities under this paragraph 

I(2)(b). 

A
N

O
T

H
E

R
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A
S
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491 
quires that as an alternative, the only contractual alternative. B

y 
"photographs or otherw

ise," the A
rchivist is required to provide 

w
hat "any serious scholar or investigator" considers that he re-

quires for purposes of his study. 
M

oreover, the A
rchives' ow

n regulations, a copy of w
hich they 

d
id

 n
o
t su

p
p
ly

 m
e o

r th
e co

u
rt an

d
 d

en
ied

 th
e ex

isten
ce o

f to
 

som
eone else I had request them

 (I had not obtained a copy of a 
copy from

 another source, an A
rchives use in court half a conti-

nent aw
ay), places a further im

position on the A
rchivist. T

hese 
are and w

ere titled "R
egulations for R

eference S
ervices on W

arren 
C

om
m

ission item
s of E

vidence." 
T

he second declares, w
ithout any ifs or buts: "S

till photographs 
w

ill be furnished researchers. C
opies w

ill be furnished on request 
for the usual fees." 

T
he last part of the fifth reads: 

T
h
is fits m

e. T
h
ere is n

o
 d

o
u
b
t th

at I am
 b

o
th

 a "serio
u
s 

scholar" and an "investigator into m
attry relating to the death of 

the late P
resident." certainly by far the m

ost prolific. T
he only 

basis on w
hich I can be denied is by providing that it w

ould be 
to prevent undignified or sensational reproduction." 

T
he A

rchives' official and readily available pictures show
 noth-

ing but blood and gore. T
hey hid the dam

age. I w
anted pictures 

w
hich show

 the dam
age to the garm

ents, not the blood w
ith w

hich 
they are drenched. 

T
he contract does have a provision by w

hich I could be denied 
perm

ission to exam
ine the actual clothing, but then lim

ited to a 
show

ing that I w
ould dam

age them
. It is S

ection III: 

(1) In order to preserve the A
ppendix A

 m
aterials and the 

A
ppendix B

 m
aterials against the possible dam

age, the A
d-

m
inistrator is authorized to photograph or otherw

ise repro-
duce any of such m

aterials for purposes of exam
ination in 

lieu of the originals by persons authorized to have access 
pursuant to paragraph 1(2) or paragraph 11(2). 

T
here is no possibility that I could dam

age the clothing w
ith 

m
y
 ey

es, b
u
t I w

as d
en

ied
 p

erm
issio

n
 to

 see th
e clo

th
in

g
 so

 I 
could specify the few

 pictures I w
anted taken. T

his provision re- 

T
o the extent possible, photographs of these m

aterials [i.e., 
those not to be touched] w

ill be furnished to researchers as 
a substitute for visual exam

ination of the item
s them

selves. 
In the event the existing photographs do not m

eet the need 
of the researcher additional photographic view

s w
ill be m

ade. 
A

 ch
arg

e m
ay

 b
e m

ad
e fo

r u
n
u
su

ally
 d

ifficu
lt o

r tim
e-

consum
ing photography. P

hotographs reproduced from
 ex-

isting negatives or prints w
ill be furnished for the usual fees. 

S
o, not only did the K

ennedys require exactly the opposite of 
suppression, but this and other A

rchives regulations require the 
providing of copies of the pictures at m

y cost. F
or this purpose I 

have m
aintained a non-interest-bearing deposit account at the A

r-
chives for six years. 

W
hen I had m

ade so m
any requests, all turned dow

n. I finally 
appealed under the regulations. In violation of the law

, the appeal 
w

as ignored_ N
ot until several m

onths had passed in silence did I 
file th

e co
m

p
lain

t in
 th

is su
it. T

h
ereafter. I d

id
 h

ear fro
m

 th
e 

appeal. It w
as turned dow

n in language eludicated to m
ake it seem

 
that I had neither appealed nor had m

y requests been rejected. T
o 

give a it of the flavor. the rejection of the appeal adm
itted that 

identical pictures had been taken for the C
olum

bia B
roadcasting 

S
y
stem

 an
d
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e sh

o
w

n
 to

 m
e. A

fter th
e en

d
 o

f th
e last 

w
orking day before m

y last responS
e.to governm

ent argum
ents 
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C
o
n
s
id

e
rin

g
 th

a
t m

y
 firs

t w
ritte

n
 re

q
u
e
s
t fo

r p
ic

tu
re

s
 w

a
s
 in

 
Ju

n
e

 1
9

6
6

 a
n

d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 ste
a

d
fa

stly m
a

in
ta

in
e

d
 th

a
t th

e
 co

n
tra

ct 
p
re

v
e
n
te

d
 

th
e
 ta

kin
g
 o

f p
ictu

re
s fo

r re
se

a
rch

. p
e
rh

a
p
s I sh

o
u
ld

 
h
a
ve

 fe
lt a

 se
n
se

 o
f a

cco
m

p
lish

m
e
n
t w

h
e
n
, a

fte
r n

o
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 

fo
u

r ye
a

rs a
n

d
 tw

o
 m

o
n

th
s, th

e
 A

rch
ivist, u

n
d

e
r d

a
te

 o
f A

u
g

u
st 

1
9

, 1
9

7
0

, sa
id

 h
e

 co
u

ld
 ta

ke
 p

ictu
re

s sh
o

w
in

g
 th

is d
a

m
a

g
e

 b
u

t 
w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t g

iv
e
 m

e
 p

rin
ts

. A
fte

r I file
d
 s

u
it, h

e
 w

ro
te

 m
e
 a

g
a
in

, 
u
n
d
e
r d

a
te

 o
f S

e
p
te

m
b
e
r 1

1
. sa

yin
g
 h

e
 co

u
ld

 m
a
ke

 fu
rth

e
r p

ictu
re

s. 
H

e
 d

id
 n

o
t_

 M
y o

p
in

io
n

 o
f h

im
 w

ill b
e

 h
ig

h
e

r if h
e

 re
g

re
ts th

is 
fo

r th
e
 re

s
t o

f h
is

 life
. 

B
u
t w

h
a
t h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 to

 h
is le

g
a
l m

isin
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
 a

lre
a
d
y q

u
o
te

d
. 

h
is fo

u
r-m

o
n

th
s-e

a
rlie

r ru
lin

g
 o

f A
p

ril 1
6

, /9
7

0
, th

a
t, b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f 

th
e
 co

n
tra

ct, "w
e
 d

o
 n

o
t ta

ke
 sp

e
cia

l p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s o

f th
e
 clo

th
in

g
 

fo
r re

se
a

rch
e

rs"?
 

T
o
o
 b

a
d
 h

e
 a

rg
u
e
d
 a

n
d
 re

fu
se

d
 to

 fo
r so

 lo
n
g
 a

n
d
 a

fte
r sa

yin
g
 

h
e
 w

o
u
ld

, d
id

 n
o
t. S

o
m

e
 a

re
 n

o
w

 im
p
o
ssib

le
! 

T
h
e
 h

e
a
rin

g
 a

n
d
 th

e
 in

-c
o
u
rt p

ro
m

is
e
 to

 ta
k
e
 th

e
 p

ic
tu

re
s
 I 

n
e

e
d

e
d

 w
a

s o
n

 Ju
n

e
 1

5
, 1

9
7

1
. T

h
e

 n
e

xt m
o

rn
in

g
 1

 m
a

rke
d

 a
 sim

p
le

 
lis

t o
f fo

u
r p

ic
tu

re
s
 I w

a
n
te

d
 ta

k
e
n
 fo

r m
e
, s

a
y
in

g
 I w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

a
sk fo

r m
o
re

 th
a
n
 m

y re
se

a
rch

 in
d
ica

te
d
 I n

e
e
d
e
d
: 

5
0
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1
. A

 sid
e

 vie
w

 o
f th

e
 kn

o
t o

f th
e

 tie
, ta

ke
n

 fro
m

 th
e

 w
e

a
re

r's 
le

ft a
n
d
 sh

o
w

in
g
 n

o
th

in
g
 b

u
t th

e
 kn

o
t. A

s o
f m

y la
st kn

o
w

le
d
g
e
, 

th
e

re
 w

a
s n

o
 su

ch
 p

ictu
re

. 
2
. A

 vie
w

 o
f th

e
 b

a
ck o

f th
e
 kn

o
t fro

m
 a

s clo
se

 to
 9

0
 d

e
g
re

e
s 

a
s p

re
se

n
ts n

o
 p

ro
b

le
m

 fo
r th

e
 p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
e

r. 
3

. A
 p

ictu
re

 o
f th

e
 b

a
ck o

f th
e
 d

a
m

a
g
e
 to

 th
e
 fro

n
t o

f th
e
 sh

in
. 

sh
o

w
in

g
 n

o
th

in
g

 b
u

t th
is d

a
m

a
g

e
, h

e
n

ce
 m

a
kin

g
, a

s in
 th

e
 o

th
e

r 
cases, as large as possible negative. 

4
, A

 p
ictu

re
 o

f th
e

 tie
 in

 p
la

ce
 u

n
d

e
rn

e
a

th
 th

e
 co

lla
r, w

ith
 th

e
 

co
lla

r b
u

tto
n

 b
u

tto
n

e
d

, ch
o

o
sin

g
 n

o
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 th

e
 co

m
p

le
te

 sh
irt 

ta
b
s
 in

 w
id

th
, g

o
in

g
 a

 little
 a

b
o
v
e
 th

e
 c

o
lla

r a
n
d
 h

o
w

e
v
e
r fa

r 
b

e
lo

w
 it w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e
 w

ith
 th

e
 g

re
a

te
r d

im
e

n
s
io

n
 o

f th
e

 film
 in

 
th

e
 sa

m
e
 p

la
n
e
 a

s th
e
 co

lla
r. 

T
h

e
se

 a
re

 sim
p

le
 p

ictu
re

s, m
o

d
e

st re
q

u
e

sts, a
n

d
, if th

e
 o

fficia
l 

accounting of the assassination w
ere in any sense tenable, pictures 

th
a
t sh

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 ta

ke
n
 a

n
d
 p

u
b
lish

e
d
 to

 b
e
g
in

 w
ith

 I kn
e
w

 
in

 a
skin

g
 fo

r th
e

se
 p

ictu
re

s th
a

t th
e

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t a

n
d

 
co

u
ld

 n
o

t p
o

ssib
ly co

m
p

ly. I sa
w

 a
b

so
lu

te
ly n

o
 p

o
ssib

ility th
a

t th
e

 
fo

u
rth

, in
 p

a
rticu

la
r, w

o
u

ld
 e

ve
r b

e
 ta

ke
n

 fo
r a

n
y p

ictu
re

 sh
o

w
in

g
 

th
e
 s

lits
 in

 th
e
 s

h
irt fro

n
t c

o
v
e
re

d
 b

y
 th

e
 tie

 a
n
d
 n

o
 c

o
in

c
id

in
g
 

h
o
le

 in
 th

e
 tie

 is
 th

e
 liv

in
g
 d

e
a
th

 o
f th

e
 w

h
o
le

 s
e
a
m

y
, s

o
rd

id
. 

sicke
n

in
g

 ro
tte

n
 m

e
ss like

 n
o

th
in

g
 b

e
fo

re
 in

 o
u

r h
isto

ry. 
T

h
e

 sa
m

e
 d

a
y I in

itia
te

d
 e

ffo
rt to

 a
p

p
e

a
l Ju

d
g

e
 G

e
se

ll's d
is-

m
issa

l o
f th

e
 su

it w
ith

o
u
t a

 h
e
a
rin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 m

e
rits. T

h
a
t th

e
re

 b
e
 

n
o
 d

isp
u
te

 a
s to

 a
n
y m

a
te

ria
l fa

ct is p
re

re
q
u
isite

 fo
r th

is d
e
cisio

n
. 

a
n

d
 th

a
t re

q
u

ire
m

e
n

t, a
b

u
n

d
a

n
tly, th

e
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t d
id

 n
o

t m
e

e
t, 

a
s it h

a
d

 n
o

t m
e

t o
th

e
r re

q
u

ire
m

e
n

ts fo
r h

is d
e

cisio
n

 to
 b

e
 co

rre
ct. 

P
re

d
icta

b
ly, R

h
o
a
d
s d

id
 n

o
t re

p
ly. I w

a
ite

d
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 th

re
e
 

w
e
e
ks a

n
d
 o

n
 Ju

ly 1
0
 w

ro
te

 th
e
 ju

d
g
e
 a

 le
tte

r sa
yin

g
 th

e
 g

o
ve

rn
-

m
e

n
t h

a
d

 n
o

t ke
p

t its in
-co

u
rt p

ro
m

ise
, se

n
d

in
g

 a
 ca

rb
o

n
 co

p
y 

to
 R

h
o

a
d

s. 
T

h
a
t d

id
 it. R

h
o
a
d
s re

p
lie

d
 Ju

ly 1
5

 sa
yin

g
 th

e
 p

ictu
re

s w
o

u
ld

 
b

e
 re

a
d

y fo
r m

y "e
xa

m
in

a
tio

n
 in

 tw
o

 o
r th

re
e

 d
a

ys." 
I d

id
 n

o
t p

re
ss h

im
. I w

a
ite

d
 a

 w
e

e
k, u

n
til Ju

ly 2
2

, b
e

fo
re

 g
o

in
g

 
to

 se
e
 th

e
m

 a
n
d
 th

e
n
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
d
 a

s so
o
n
 a

s I g
o
t to

 W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
, 

g
ivin

g
 se

ve
ra

l h
o
u
rs n

o
tice

 b
e
fo

re
 a

p
p
e
a
rin

g
. 

H
a

d
 I n

o
t w

ritte
n

 Ju
d

g
e

 G
e

se
ll, I w

o
u

ld
 n

e
ve

r h
a

ve
 se

e
n

 th
e

 
p
ictu

re
s w

h
e
n
 I d

id
. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 h

e
 ru

le
d
 a

g
a
in

st m
e
, a

n
d
 I th

in
k 
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erroneously. Judge G
esell is anything but a rubber stam

p for the 
g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t. R
h

o
a

d
s a

n
d

 e
ve

ry o
th

e
r o

fficia
l kn

o
w

s th
is. M

a
rio

n
 

Jo
h
n
so

n
. th

e
 m

a
n
 in

 im
m

e
d
ia

te
 ch

a
rg

e
 o

f th
a
t A

rch
ive

, w
a
s o

n
 

vacation. W
ith any choice, R

hoads w
ould have delayed this until 

Johnson returned, 
T

h
o

se
 p

ictu
re

s ta
ke

n
 e

a
rlie

r to
 w

h
ich

 I h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 p

ro
m

ise
d

 
access do not include any of the knot, no doubt because I m

ade 
specific request for that and the A

rchivist changed his interpreta-
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 co

n
tra

ct to
 sa

y h
e
 co

u
ld

 d
o
 it, im

p
lyin

g
 h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 
T

h
e

 th
re

e
 m

a
n

ila
 e

n
ve

lo
p

e
s S

im
m

o
n

s h
a

d
 w

e
re

 a
ll m

a
rke

d
 

N
O

T
 T

O
 B

E
 C

O
P

IE
D

 F
O

R
 A

N
Y

O
N

E
." T

h
e
 p

rin
ts th

e
m

se
lve

s 
had no identification on them

. so he handed m
e each one I asked 

h
im

 to
 n

u
m

b
e
r th

e
m

. 
T

h
e
 first tw

o
, m

a
rke

d
 1

 a
n
d
 2

, a
re

 o
f th

e
 tie

, fro
n
t a

n
d
 b

a
ck. 

T
h
e
 e

n
ve

lo
p
e
 is la

b
e
le

d
 "P

ictu
re

 o
f F

ro
n
t a

n
d
 B

a
ck o

f T
ie

." T
h
e
 

p
ictu

re
s a

re
 a

re
 b

rillia
n
tly cle

a
r. T

h
e
 b

a
ck o

f th
e
 tie

 is e
n
tire

ly 
u
n
m

a
rk

e
d
. T

h
e
re

 is
 n

o
 h

o
le

 in
 o

r th
ro

u
g
h
 it, th

u
s
 n

o
 b

u
lle

t 
thataw

ay! 
G

oodbye, W
arren R

eport! 
O

n
ce

 a
g
a
in

. "W
h
o
 kille

d
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t?

" 
T

h
e

 "n
ick" is ju

st a
s cle

a
r, a

s is th
e

 u
n

d
e

rlyin
g

 lin
in

g
. T

h
e

 
E

n
in

g
 is e

n
tire

ly u
n
d
a
m

a
g
e
d
. A

n
d
, th

is is th
e
 "n

ick" a
fte

r F
B

I 
rem

oval of a sam
ple of unknow

n size of the present hole seem
s 

to
 e

lim
in

a
te

 a
n

y o
th

e
r p

o
ssib

ility. T
h

is is n
o

t a
n

d
 ca

n
n

o
t b

e
 a

 
bullet hole. 

T
he knot, how

ever, no longer exists! 
T

he tie in w
hich the knot w

as im
perishable evidence entrusted 

into the care of the A
rchivist for "preservation"—

the sam
e A

rchi-
vist w

h
o
 cla

im
s th

a
t th

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y fa

m
ily fe

lt h
e
 is. a

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 
h
im

, m
o
re

 se
cu

re
 th

a
n
 a

n
y o

th
e
r re

p
o
sito

ry a
va

ila
b
le

 to
 it—

n
o
w

 
has only tainted, destroyed evidence! 

C
a

re
fu

l e
xa

m
in

a
tio

n
 o

f th
a

t h
o

ke
d

-u
p

 F
B

I tie
 p

ictu
re

 in
 its E

x-
h

ib
it 6

0
 ca

n
 le

a
d

 to
 th

e
 b

e
lie

f th
a

t it w
a

s th
e

n
 u

n
tie

d
. I a

m
 p

re
tty 

certain it w
as. B

ut can the A
rchives have accepted, w

ithout protest 
or record, a knotted tie that w

as unknotted, know
ing, as everyone 

there did, that the tie in evidence w
as a knotted tie, the knot being 

its e
vid

e
n
tia

ry p
a
rt?

" 
R

h
o
a
d

s d
id

, in
 w

ritin
g

, kn
o
w

in
g
 I w

a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 co
u

rt, p
ro

m
ise

 

3
1

K
n

o
tie

d
 w

h
e

n
 e

xa
m

in
e

d
 b

y C
la

rk p
a

n
e
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N
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U
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to take pictures of the knot Johnson drafts these letters for him
. 

C
o
u
ld

 th
e
y h

a
ve

 w
ritte

n
 th

e
y w

o
u
ld

 ta
ke

 p
ictu

re
s o

f a
 kn

o
t th

e
y 

knew
 did not exist? A

nd have all this w
ash out in court? 

T
he F

B
I did not have to take the knot apart to see if m

etal w
as 

em
bedded in it. V

isual exam
ination could have disclosed no m

ore 
than a cut on the side. B

ut, if anyone suspected m
etal m

ight be 
inside there w

as alw
ays X

-ray, w
hich w

ould show
 it. 

W
hat seem

s like the m
ost probable explanation is that the knot 

w
as untied for the F

B
I's fake E

xhibit 60 picture, w
hen the ultim

ate 
d
isp

o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e
 clo

th
in

g
 w

a
s u

n
kn

o
w

n
 b

u
t th

e
 F

B
I w

a
s th

e
 

official repository of all the official exhibits (including the m
issing 

fra
g

m
e

n
t fro

m
 C

E
8

4
0

). T
h

is is n
o

t p
u

b
lica

lly kn
o

w
n

, b
u

t it w
a

s 
the case. H

oover knew
 it. T

he F
B

I kept the originals and autom
ati-

cally provided the C
om

m
ission w

ith a m
inim

um
 fixed num

ber of 
p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
ic co

p
ie

s. T
h
is se

cre
t is in

 tw
o
 o

f th
e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's 

unnum
bered files, G

A
l F

B
I and 1N

V
 5. O

n M
arch 12, in a m

em
o-

ra
n

d
u

m
 o

n
 "p

ro
ce

d
u

re
" to

 th
e

 sta
ff, R

a
n

kin
 co

n
clu

d
e

d
 (A

s b
e

st 
I can decipher this, it reads): 

T
h
e
 o

rig
in

a
ls o

f a
ll C

o
m

m
issio

n
 e

xh
ib

its a
re

 to
 b

e
 ke

p
t in

 
th

e
 cu

sto
d

y o
f th

e
 F

B
I. T

h
e

 F
B

I w
ill m

a
ke

 th
re

e
 (3

) p
h

o
to

-
graphs of each exhibit for our use. O

ne set of photographs 
should be given to M

rs. E
ide for use by the C

om
m

issioners, 
one set should be faced in the files, and the third set should 
be kept by the person w

ho prepared the exhibits. A
ttached to 

this m
em

orandum
 is a copy of a letter w

hich w
as sent to the 

F
B

I in connection w
ith first 145 exhibits. A

ttorneys w
ho have 

been responsible for identification of exhibits to be picked up 
b

y th
e

 B
u

re
a

u
 a

n
d

 file
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 e
xh

ib
its, a

n
d

 
should address a request in w

riting to the F
B

I for photographs 
of the exhibits in accordance w

ith the procedure set forth in 
th

e
 a

tta
ch

e
d

 le
tte

r. T
h

e
se

 re
q

u
e

sts sh
o

u
ld

 b
e

 ch
a

n
n

e
le

d
 

through M
r. W

iliens, E
ach attorney should also prepare a list 

of such C
om

m
ission exhibits w

ith a phrase describing each 
ite

m
 w

h
ich

 sh
o

u
ld

 h
e

 la
ce

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's se

t a
n

d
 

in
 th

e
 file

 se
t. 

N
ote that this m

eans S
pecter should have had a com

plete, per-
so

n
a
l se

t o
f a

ll th
e
 e

xh
ib

its w
ith

 w
h
ich

 h
e
 w

o
rke

d
, in

clu
d
in

g
 a

ll 
p
ictu

re
s o

f th
e
 clo

th
in

g
. 


