
Mr. James Mason 
Carroll & Graf 
260 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 10001 

Dear kr. "anon, 

When you phoned from Washington you said I am uncomfortable reading Jim Marrs' 
book. I'm not. Host of what s read on the subject is of the same nature and I'm used to 
it as I am to the dross that appears on TV and in the books I help. I fear you are, 
however, uncomfortable about what I wrote. 

Well, I suppose that in a sense I was what you might call uncomfortable about 
being offered $500 for what you asked of me. But not about anything else. 

I did, as I said I would, scan some of the manuscript and I made some notasthat 
I've discarded. I made no copies of any of the pages. 

I started to tell you about something that I think will, with any attention, 
lead to severe criticism of the book. It is also grossly inaccurate and displays a 
monumental ignorance of fact that is beyond question. Toward the end of the conclusions 
Marr says that Lyndon Johnson's first act as President was to order the removal of 
J?K's body from Parkland Hospital. Johnson was not even consulted on the removal of the 
body. It was done by the Secret Service, an its own. And when that happened JOnson was 
not yet President. The body was on the plane and Johnson was awaiting the arrival of 
Judge Sarah Ilughes to swear him in and 'johnson was not yet President. 

at elmost the same place he refers to Hooverhs alleged "close contact" with his 
friend Johnson. There was virtually no derect contact between them when L3.1 was Presi-
dent. The contact was indirect, usually between earths. DeLoach at the FBI and Marvin 
Watson at the White House. 

Of the other things I noted I'll add this one because it may interfere with sales. 
Whether genuinely or as a device,Marrs begins by telling his readers not to believe any 
book on the subject. There are books that are factually correct. °ray they are not 
books of conspiracy theorizing. And those who loves their theories and those they read es.al 
aboU;may be turned off. One of the best potential markets is among conspiracy theorizers 
and those addicted to them. Do you want to antagonize a potential market? 

The ms. also needs a closer reading. Dr. Humes was not "the autopsy." He was the 
chief autopsy prosector 

 .t. 
 I also noticed "dairy" for "diary." 

uyh 
I suppose I vomit also toll you that President Johnson did not order the evidence 

locked up for another 50 years. He issued no such order and the fact that 1  have a 
third of a million pages of it should suggest that $t wasn t and isn't locked up. And 
this did not just "leak" out as he says. It was in response to FOIA litigation. 

I'd intended writing you based on the notes I made and then doing no more other 
than suggesting that if you find something serious that troubles you to just phone me 
but unless you ate trpubled by what may appear to be libelous, I'd rather you didn't. 

It may amuse you to know that when La had an assassinated-related favor to ask 
of 	Edgar uoover he used Abe Fortes as an 	emissary. And the then Justice did 
not even try to see Hoover about it. 

I return the ms. herewith. 

Since sly. 

Harold Veieberg 



M
O

S
T

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 
J
o
h
n
 D

ic
k
s
o
n
 C

a
rr

 

S
et

 in
 1

67
0,

 in
 th

e 
re

ig
n 

of
 C

ha
rle

s 
IL

 th
is

 fa
st

-m
ov

in
g 

an
d 

ro
m

an
tic

 m
ys

te
ry

 
re

fle
ct

s 
Jo

hn
 D

ic
ks

on
 C

ar
r's

 d
et

ai
le

d 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

an
d 

lo
ve

 o
f t

he
 p

er
io

d.
 

H
er

e 
ar

e 
ro

ya
l i

nt
rig

ue
s,

 m
ur

de
r,

 a
 p

lo
t a

ga
in

st
 th

e 
ki

ng
, a

nd
 p

ira
cy

 o
n 

th
e 

hi
gh

 s
ea

s,
 a

ll 
ce

nt
er

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
be

au
tif

ul
 b

lu
e 

rin
g 

yo
un

g 
R

od
er

ic
k 

K
in

sm
er

e 
in

h
e
ri
te

d
 f
ro

m
 h

is
 f
a
th

e
r,

 

"T
h

e
 k

in
g
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
 c

o
u

rt
, 
th

e
 t

h
e
a
te

r,
 t

h
e
 a

rt
, 
th

e
 L

o
n

d
o

n
 s

tr
e
e
ts

, 
th

e
 c

o
n

ti
n

o
u

s
 

in
tr

ig
u

e
, 

a
ll

 g
lo

w
 w

it
h

 v
iv

id
 c

o
lo

ra
ti

o
n

."
 

—
13

0a
on

-e
i B

. 
H

U
G

H
E

S 

"M
r.

 C
a

rr
 h

a
s

 c
o

n
tr

iv
e

d
 a

 f
in

e
, 

a
d

v
e

n
tu

ro
u

s
 e

n
te

rt
a

in
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
p

o
li

ti
c

s
 a

n
d

 
p

ir
a

c
y

, 
es

pi
on

ag
e 

a
n

d
 m

u
rd

e
r.

" 	
—

T
he

 T
im

es
 

 

JO
H

N
 D

IC
K

SO
N

 C
A

R
E

 is
 th

e 
A

ng
lo

-A
m

er
ic

an
 a

ut
ho

r 
of

 n
um

er
ou

s 
m

ys
te

rie
s,

 
in

cl
u
d
in

g
 T

h
e 

D
en

im
-ti

de
s,

 p
ub

lis
he

d 
th

is
 s

ea
so

n 
by

 C
ar

ro
ll 

&
 G

ra
f, 

an
d 

P
ap

a 
L

a-
B

as
, D

ea
dl

y 
H

a
ll,

 D
a
rk

 o
f 

th
e 

M
o
o
n
, 
C

a
p
ta

in
 C

u
t- T

hr
oa

t,
 a

nd
 o

th
er

s 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
o
m

 C
a
rr

o
ll 

&
 G

ra
f.
 

M
ys

te
ry

 	
M

as
s 

M
ar

ke
t 	

$3
.9

5 
0-

88
18

4-
54

2-
6 	

23
5 

pa
ge

s 	
O

ct
ob

er
 

T
H

E
 9

2n
d

 T
IG

E
R

 
M

ic
h

a
e

l 
G

ilb
e

rt
 

F
as

t a
nd

 fu
rio

us
 e

nt
er

ta
in

m
en

t f
ro

m
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 m
os

t s
ty

lis
h 

of
 m

ys
te

ry
 w

rit
er

s.
 

T
he

 a
lw

ay
s 

ur
ba

ne
 M

ic
ha

el
 G

ilb
er

t m
ix

es
 a

n 
am

us
in

g 
st

or
y 

an
d 

fin
e 

pl
ot

 w
ith

 h
is

 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

tic
 to

uc
he

s 
of

 r
ea

lis
m

. 
H

ug
o 

is
 th

e 
m

us
cu

la
r 

he
ro

 o
f a

 te
le

vi
si

on
 a

dv
en

tu
re

 s
er

ie
s.

 H
is

 c
ar

ee
r 

is
 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

 fo
un

de
r 

on
 th

e 
sh

oa
ls

 o
f m

id
dl

e 
ag

e 
w

he
n 

th
e 

F
or

ei
gn

 O
ffi

ce
 c

al
ls

. I
t 

se
em

s 
th

e 
ru

le
r 

of
 a

 ti
ny

 b
ut

 o
il-

ric
h,

 a
nd

 th
er

ef
or

e 
m

os
t i

m
po

rt
an

t, 
A

ra
b 

ki
ng

do
m

 n
ee

ds
 a

 m
ili

ta
ry

 a
dv

is
er

—
an

d 
H

ug
o 

is
 it

! 

"M
ic

ha
el

 G
ilb

er
t m

ak
es

 a
 n

ov
el

is
tic

 g
im

m
ic

k 
be

lie
va

bl
e.

 H
e 

se
em

s 
to

 k
no

w
 a

 
g

re
a

t 
d

e
a

l 
a

b
o

u
t 

th
e

 N
e

a
r 

E
a

s
t 

a
n

d
 t

h
e
 m

in
d

s
 o

f 
th

e
 m

e
n

 w
h

o
 l
iv

e
 t

h
e
re

. 
E

s
c
a
p

e
 

re
a
d

in
g

 a
t 

its
 b

e
st

."
 	

T
h
e 

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 T
im

es
 B

o
o
k 

R
ev

ie
w

 

"I
t 

is
 a

 b
rig

ht
 a

nd
 a

m
us

in
g 

th
ril

le
r 

w
ith

 s
om

e 
kn

ow
le

dg
ab

le
 s

id
el

ig
ht

s 
on

 th
e 

in
te

rn
a

tio
n

a
l a

rm
s 

tr
a

d
e

."
 	

—
T

he
 T

im
es

 

M
IC

H
A

E
L

 G
IL

B
E

R
T

, 
a 

G
ra

nd
 M

as
te

r 
of

 th
e 

M
ys

te
ry

 W
rit

er
s 

of
 A

m
er

ic
a,

 is
 a

ls
o 

a 
no

te
d 

E
ng

lis
h 

so
lic

ito
r,

 a
nd

 w
as

 R
ay

m
on

d 
C

ha
nd

le
r's

 le
ga

l a
dv

is
er

. H
is

 m
an

y 
bo

ok
s 

in
cl

ud
e 

S
m

a
llb

o
n
e
 D

ec
ea

se
d,

 G
am

e 
W

it
ho

ut
 R

ul
es

, 
an

d 
O

ve
rd

riv
e,

 th
e 

la
tte

r 
tw

o 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
om

 C
ar

ro
ll 

&
 G

ra
f. 

C
R

O
S

S
F

IR
E

: 
T

h
e 

P
lo

t 
th

at
 K

ill
ed

 K
en

n
ed

y 
J
im

 M
a
rr

s
 

Ji
m

 M
an

-s
. a

 v
et

er
an

 jo
ur

na
lis

t, 
he

re
 p

ul
ls

 to
ge

th
er

 fo
r 

th
e 

fir
st

 ti
m

e 
al

l t
he

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fa

ct
s 

co
nc

er
ni

ng
 th

at
 tr

ag
ic

 
da

y 
in

 N
ov

em
be

r 
19

63
. M

ar
rs

 h
as

 s
po

ke
n 

at
 le

ng
th

 w
ith

 
ke

y 
fig

ur
es

 a
nd

 n
um

er
ou

s 
po

lic
e,

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t a

nd
 n

ew
s 

m
ed

ia
 o

ffi
ci

al
s 

in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 th

e 
ea

se
. N

ow
, a

fte
r 

m
or

e 
th

an
 

20
 y

ea
rs

, h
e 

si
fts

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
eo

rie
s 

an
d 

ru
m

or
s 

to
 g

iv
e 

a 
cl

ea
r 

an
d 

co
nc

is
e 

ov
er

vi
ew

 o
f w

ha
t r

ea
lly

 h
ap

pe
ne

d,
 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
ne

w
 a

nd
 fa

sc
in

at
in

g 
ev

id
en

ce
 o

n 
Le

e 
H

ar
ve

y 
O

sw
al

d'
s 

po
lit

ic
al

 b
ac

kg
ro

un
d.

 
B

ac
ke

d 
up

 b
y 

ab
un

da
nt

 p
ho

to
s,

 M
ar

rs
 e

xa
m

in
es

 fi
rs

t 
th

e 
"k

ill
 z

on
e"

 (
th

e 
m

ot
or

ca
de

, t
he

 T
ex

as
 B

oo
k 

R
ep

os
ito

ry
, t

he
 G

ra
ss

y 
K

no
ll)

 b
ef

or
e 

go
in

g 
on

 to
 d

is
cu

ss
 

"m
ea

ns
, m

ot
iv

es
 a

nd
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s.

" 
T

he
se

 in
cl

ud
e 

d
is

tu
rb

in
g
 c

o
n
n
e
ct

io
n
s 

w
ith

 t
h
e
 F

B
I,
 C

IA
, 
th

e
 M

a
fia

, 
th

e
 

C
ub

an
s 

an
d 

th
e 

A
m

er
ic

an
 m

ili
ta

ry
 a

m
on

g 
ot

he
rs

. N
ew

 
lig

ht
 is

 a
ls

o 
sh

e
d
 o

n 
J.

 E
dg

ar
 H

oo
ve

r's
 d

os
e 

fr
ie

nd
sh

ip
 

w
ith

 L
yn

do
n 

Jo
hn

so
n 

an
d 

th
e 

ta
tte

r's
 u

np
re

di
ct

ab
le

 
be

ha
vi

or
 a

fte
r 

th
e 

as
sa

ss
in

at
io

n.
 T

he
n 

th
e 

au
th

or
 

ev
al

ua
te

s 
T

he
 W

ar
re

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 fi

nd
in

gs
 a

nd
 c

on
tr

as
ts

 
th

em
 w

ith
 th

e 
H

ou
se

 S
el

ec
t C

om
m

itt
ee

 o
n 

A
ss

as
si

na
tio

ns
 

w
hi

ch
 b

ol
dl

y 
re

fu
te

d 
th

e 
lo

ne
 g

un
m

an
 th

eo
ry

. M
ar

rs
 a

ls
o 

ex
pl

or
es

 th
e 

"c
on

ve
ni

en
t d

ea
th

s"
 a

fte
r 

th
e 

ki
lli

ng
, d

ea
th

s 
w

hi
ch

 fe
w

 A
m

er
ic

an
s 

kn
ow

 a
bo

ut
. 

T
he

 fa
ct

s 
an

d 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

ic
 e

vi
de

nc
e 

pr
es

en
te

d 
in

 th
is

 
st

ar
tli

ng
 b

oo
k 

m
ak

e 
it 

a 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

ad
di

tio
n 

to
 th

e 
lib

ra
ry

 
of

 a
ny

on
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

sl
ig

ht
es

t i
nt

er
es

t i
n 

le
ar

ni
ng

 w
ha

t 
ac

tu
al

ly
 h

ap
pe

ne
d 

in
 D

al
la

s 
at

 a
 ti

m
e 

w
he

n 
A

m
er

ic
an

s 
in

 
la

rg
e 

nu
m

be
rs

 b
eg

an
 to

 b
e 

op
en

ly
 c

yn
ic

al
 a

bo
ut

 th
ei

r 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t's
 r

es
pe

ct
 fo

r 
th

e 
tr

ut
h.

 C
ro

ss
fi

re
 is

 a
 

di
st

ur
bi

ng
 b

oo
k 

w
hi

ch
—

by
 it

s 
ve

ry
 th

or
ou

gh
ne

ss
—

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
nd

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
an

sw
er

s 
to

 c
ru

ci
al

 a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f t

he
 

cr
im

e 
th

at
 h

av
e 

lo
ng

 b
ee

n 
ta

ke
n 

fo
r 

gr
an

te
d.

 

JIM
 M

A
R

R
S

 t
ea

ch
es

 a
n 

as
sa

ss
in

at
io

n 
co

ur
se

 a
t t

he
 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f T
ex

as
. H

e 
is

 a
ls

o 
an

 a
w

ar
d-

w
in

ni
ng

 
fr

ee
la

nc
e 

au
th

or
, p

ho
to

gr
ap

he
r 

an
d 

sc
rip

t w
rit

er
. 

N
a
ti

o
n

a
l 
A

d
ve

rt
is

in
g

 	
C

o
o

p
 A

va
ila

bl
e 	

A
u
th

o
r 

T
o
u
r 

$3
.9

5 
32

4.
95

 
N

ov
em

be
r 

O
ct

ob
er

 
C

lo
th

 
60

8 
pa

ge
s 

M
ys

te
ry

 
0-

88
15

4-
54

5-
0 

P
ho

to
 s

ec
ti

on
 

H
is

to
ry

 
0-

88
18

4-
52

4-
8 

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 

M
as

s 
M

ar
ke

t 
21

2 
pa

ge
s 

C
A

R
R

O
L

L
 &

 C
F

O
S

 1
5

 
1
4
 C

A
R

R
O

L
L
 &

 G
R

A
F

 	
O

C
TO

B
E

R
 


