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!though • m
o
re

 th
a
n
 2

5
 

years have passed, to m
ost 

A
m

erican
s th

e 
P

c ,..K
sina-_ 

• tion of P
resident John F

. K
ennedy 

rem
ains one of the m

ost m
em

ora-
b

le an
d

 d
istu

rb
in

g
 ev

en
ts o

f th
e 

20th century. W
ith the squeeze of. 

a gunm
an's trigger, U

.S
. attitudes 

ab
o

u
t p

o
litics, . law

 an
d

 g
o

v
ern

-
m

ent w
ere changed forever. 

The I eath of JFK
: 

C
onspiracy R

oundup 

- G
iv

en
 th

e in
cred

ib
le im

p
act 

of the K
ennedy m

urder —
and the 

holes in the W
arren C

om
m

ission's 
conclusion that the president w

as 
killed by L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, act-

ing alone —
 it is not surprising that 

books about the assassination have 
proliferated. 

• 
"C

ro
ssfire," Jim

 M
arrs. co

in
: 

pendium
 of assassination evidence 

and theory, is-the m
ost recent ex-

am
p

le an
d

 is b
ein

g
 b

illed
 as th

e 
last w

ord on K
ennedy's death —

 at 

11741 , 	
,d: 

E
O

O
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least u
n
til th

e W
arren

 C
,o

m
m

is-
sioia's sealed files in the _N

ational 
A

rchive are opened som
etim

e in
 

the next century. 	
•
 •

 
• 

• 
In his effort to unify and syn-

thesize the various schools of assas-
-, sm

atio
n
 th

o
u
g
h
t, M

arrs faced
 a 

• 
 

d
ifficu

lt task
. E

x
clu

siv
e

.  o
f th

e
 

W
arren com

m
ission's ow

n 21-vol-
_ w

ile study, m
ore than I00 books 

an
d

 co
u

n
tless articles h

av
e b

een
 

w
ritten about the slaying, m

ost of . 
them

 disputing the com
m

ission's 
findings and m

arshaling evidence-
fo

r o
n

e o
r an

o
th

er th
eo

ry
 lin

k
in

g
 

the assassination to foreign or do-
m

estic co
n

sp
iracies. - 

, 	
M

arrs' book differs from
 m

ost 
o
f its p

red
ecesso

rs in
 th

at it d
o
es 

n
o
t try

 to
 co

n
clu

siv
ely

 d
eM

o
n

-
strate a particular conspiracy the-
o
ry

. In
stead

, M
arrs ex

p
lain

s an
d
 

details the evidence for all the m
a-

jor hypotheses, then am
algam

ates 
th

em
 in

to
 a so

rt o
f U

n
ified

 F
ield

 
T

heory of assassination in w
hich 

the- C
L

A
, the M

afia, anti-C
astro C

u-
bans, the m

ilitary-industrial com
-

plex and the oil industry all partic-
ipated to a greater or lesser degree 
in the m

urder of the 35th U
.S

. pres-
ident_ 

 

B
ased

 on circum
stantial evi-

dence, M
arrs even suggests th

a
t 

..L
yn

d
o

n
 'B

. 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 m

ay
 h

av
e 

played a key role in the plot, not- 

m
ost intriguing exam

ples of arca-
n

a: th
e w

id
ely

 seen
 sm

o
k

e p
u

ffs 
fro

m
 th

e g
rassy

 . k
n
o
ll th

at m
ay

 
have m

arked the spot from
 w

hich 
th

e fatal sh
o

ts w
ere fired

, b
u

t 
w

h
ich

 w
ere d

isco
u
n
ted

 b
y
 th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission; the unidenti-

fied "tram
ps" from

 a nearby rail-
road yard w

ho w
ere captured and 

then inexplicably released by D
al-

las police (w
as one of them

 E
. H

ow
-

ard H
unt, the W

atergate burglar?); 
th

e d
eaf w

itn
ess w

h
o
 n

ev
er w

as 
ab

le to
 tell h

is sto
ry

 to
 th

e F
B

I 
because he could not speak; and - 
m

ost enigm
atic of all —

 L
ee H

ar-
_ 

sion that 'C
am

elot w
as killed from

 
w

ithin, I.y 
m

en
 w

h
o
se fear an

d
 

am
bition overpow

ered their faith 
and loya:iy to the C

onstitution." If 
th

is co
n
,ilu

sio
n
 w

as startlin
g
ly

 
o

rig
in

al, o
r su

p
p

o
rted

 b
y

 a su
b

-
stan

tial b
o

d
y

 o
f n

ew
 ev

id
en

ce, 
"C

rossfire" w
ould be a w

elcom
e 

addition to assassination L
ore. 

H
ow

ever, m
uch of w

hat M
arrs 

h
as to

 sly
 h

as b
een

 said
 b

etter 
elsew

here_ H
is book's sole virtue 

ap
p

ears b
e th

at it p
u

lls m
u

ch
 o

f 
this m

aterial together into a single 
package for the first tim

e; its m
ain  

0
 

police, key w
itnesses and govern-

m
ent officials, M

arrs provides no 
index. A

s a result, he is forced to 
rep

eated
ly

 reid
en

tify
 im

p
o

rtan
t 

characters —
 som

etim
es several 

tim
es in

 a few
 p

ag
es —

 fu
rth

er 
slow

ing the narrative flow
. 

F
inally, he ends each section 

w
ith m

ore unnecessary repetition: 
a sum

m
ary of the m

ain points he 
m

ad
e in

 th
e p

reced
in

g
 p

ag
es. 

W
hile this type of literary device 

m
ay be useful in a textbook aim

ed 
at students w

ho aren't very bright, 
it is som

ew
hat insulting In a book 

In h
is b

o
o

k o
n

 K
en

n
ed

y's assassin
atio

n
, Jn

iin
 M

arrs co
n

clu
d

es 'C
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t w
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m
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T
heory of assassination in w

hich 
the C

IA
, the M

afia, anti-C
astro C

u-
bans, the m

ilitary-Industrial com
-

plex and the oil industry all partic-
ipated to a greater or lesser degree 
in the m

urder of the 35th U
.S. pres- 

id
en

t 	
• 	

• 

ern
 to

 a so
t D

I 	
t

un 
	r 

d
 

characters —
 som

etim
es several 

tim
es in a few

 pages —
 further 

slow
ing the narrative flow

. 

F
inally, he ends each section 

w
ith m

ore unnecessary repetition: 
a sum

m
ary of the m

ain points he -
m

ad
e in

 th
e p

reced
in

g
 p

ag
es. 

W
hile this type of literary device 

m
ay be useful In a textbook aim

ed 
at students w

ho aren't very bright, 
it is som

ew
hat insulting in a book 

designed for presum
ably 

gent readers 
• 

• 	
- 

• 
M

arrs' book is too poorly w
rit-

' ten to be of m
uch interest to casual 

students of the assassination and 
too clum

sily organized to be of vat-
_ ue to serious scholars. A

lthough 
"C

rossfire" is detailed :and thor-
ough, Its form

at is slow
„repetitious 

' and ,unw
ieldy.-F

or. these reasons 
alone, M

arrs' w
ork is unlikely to be 

the_ final w
ord on the death of 

John.F
. K

ennedy —
.even for the 

	

 
last decade of this century. 	
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B
ill W

a
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ce
 is a

 re
p
o
rte
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r T

h
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C
hronicle. 	

-
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S
tates out of.V

ietnam
:hence, the 

th
e fatal sh

o
ts w

ere fired
, b

u
t 

w
h

ich
 w

ere d
isco

u
n

ted
 b

y
 th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission; the unidenti-

fied "tram
ps" from

 a nearby rail-
road yard w

ho w
ere captured and 

then inexplicably released by D
al-

las police (w
as one of them

 E
. H

ow
-

ard H
unt, the W

atergate burglar?); -
the deaf w

itness w
ho 'never w

as 
able to tell his story to the F

B
I 

because he could not speak; and -
m

ost enigm
atic of all —

 L
ee H

ar-
--.vey O

sw
altette-m

ysterfous -loner 
w

ith ties to the. C
IA

, the F
B

I and 
organized- crim

e w
ho claim

ed he 
w

as Just a "patsy" in the- K
ennedy 

sh
o
o
tin

g
 - • 	

.
-  

• • 
. • . M

arrs uses bits and pieces of 
' this 'officially ignored assassina-
, O

k
i evidence to press his conciu- 

- e N
or are P

arm
et's encom

ium
s-

of the N
ixon foreign policy and his 

- high
-  regard for N

ixon's recent 
w

ritings persuasive. T
he N

ixon 

proliferated. 

"C
rossfire," Jim

 M
arrs' com

-
pendium

 of assassination evidence 
and theory, is the m

ost recent ex-
am

ple and is being billed as the 
last w

ord on K
ennedy's death —

 at 
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F
o
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at.:2

n
 resard
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 th

is g
u
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e, 
- 	

N
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ill C
h
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b
o
u
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T
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B
ased on circum

stantial' evi-
dence, M

arrs even' suggests that 
L

y
n

d
o

n
 B

. Jo
t tso

n
 m

ay
 h

av
e 

played a key role in the plot, not-
ing, for exam

ple
., th

at after - th
e -.  

assassination, Johnson had, the 
K

ennedy lim
ousine destroyed be-

fore it could be thoroughly scruti-
nized- by investigators probing 
K

ennedy's death. 	
. 

In these pages, the w
ould-be' 

assassination b-iff c
a
n

 fin
d

 th
e
 

of six books and several articles on 
the subject and adviser to P

resi-
dents R

eagan and B
ush on dealing 

w
ith the S

oviets and the C
hinese. 

In Parm
et's view

, N
ixon w

as 
m

an of his age, *raring the fan-
tasies and • frustrations of - the 
A

m
erican electorate, especially 

the A
m

erican m
iddle class, those 

w
hom

 W
illiam

 S
um

ner eulogized. 
in 1876 as the "forgotten m

en,"_ 
and N

ixon, alm
ost 100 years later, 

term
ed the "silent m

ajority." - - 

P
a

 rm
et is doubtless correct in 

suggesting 
th

at N
ix on's 

 
, have- been 

m
e eh exaggerated, 

m
aking it diffirilt to understand 

either the m
an ur.his era w

ith, any 
degree of accuri"ry. N

evertheless, 
P

arm
et's defense of N

ixon is less 
than convincing, • predicated on 
the ideas that ",v bcon w

as less vi-
:dons than som

e have claim
ed in 

his cam
paigns against Jerry V

oor-
- his and H

elen C
ahagan D

ouglas" 
and "N

ixon w
as •. force for rnoder- -  

• ation .on . the E
loise U

n-A
m

erican 
A

ctivities C
om

m
ittee. T

he point 
still rem

ains that N
ixon -  w

as:an 
activ

e m
em

b
er o

f a co
m

m
ittee 

.that m
ost A

m
ericans 'now

 belieV
e 

th
is co

n
clu

sio
n
 w

as startlin
g
ly

 
original, or supported by a sub-
stan

tial b
o

d
y

 o
f n

ew
 ev

id
en

ce, 
"C

rossfire" w
ould be a w

elcom
e 

addition to assassination lore. 

„H
ow

ever, m
uch of w

hat M
arrs 

has to say has been said
 b

etter 
elsew

here. H
is book's sole virtue 

appears to be that it pulls m
uch of 

this m
aterial together into a single 

package for the first tim
e; its m

ain 
'defect is that Ihe package is not 
very good. 	

•
 
"
-
 	

- 
• 

• 	
- 	

. 	
.• 

"A
lthO

ugh M
arrs has used ex-

tensive direct - quotations • and a 
breathless w

riting style in an ef-
fort to create a com

pelling narra-
tive, his book is laced w

ith cliches 
•—

 "the ill-fated B
ay of Pigs:, police 

"com
bing" the railroad yard for 

evidence, "K
ennedy felt his m

ili-
tary advisers had led him

 dow
n a 

prim
rose path" 	

and clogged 
w

ith clum
sy new

spaper-style attri-
. linden Instead of footnotes. - 

- W
orse yet, w

hile the book con- 
tains the nam

es of scores of spies., 

C
o
n
tin

u
e
d
 F

ra
in

 P
a
g
e
 3

 
• , 	

. 	
_

,
 

convincingly. 	
-  

(W
eisb

ro
t's sy

m
p
ath

y
 d

o
es 

have lim
its; it stops short, for ex-

am
ple, w

ith E
ldridge C

leaver. T
he 

success of C
leaver's 1968 best-sell-

er, "S
oul on Ice," W

eisbrot sug-
gests, is attributable to the. fact 
th

at "in
 th

e late 1
9

6
0

s ... b
lack

 
rage- in any ,form

 w
idely passed as 

ethnic authenticity.")--_ 

B
y letting his subjects do m

ost 
o

f th
e talk

in
g

 (an
d

 th
o

ro
u

g
h

ly
 

footnoting their quotes, for any 
reader w

ho w
ants to hear m

ore), 
W

eisbrot keeps his history short 
- -but alw

ays com
pelling and never 

oversim
plified. H

e -describes; for -
exam

ple, M
ississipPi sharecropper 

F
annie L

ou
'.-  liam

M
' reproaching 

H
ubert H

um
phrey-'at the -1964 

D
em

ocratic --convention w
hen  , black voters to gain the vice-presi- 

d
en

cf 	
conveys volum

es in a 
few

 pages about the 	
o
f th

e 
alliance betw

een thiT
niovem

ent 
and the D

em
ocratic P

arty. 
. 

- In` an all-too-short epilogue, 
W

eisb
ro

t su
rv

ey
s 

- th
e
 b

a
ttle

-
grounds of the 1970s- and 1980s: 
affirm

ative action, school busing 
'an

d
 th

e d
ep

ressin
g

 'reality
 th

at 
black T

unem
ploym

ilit-
  is,  n

o
w

 
roughly tw

ice W
hat it w

as- w
hen 

W
atts blew

 up nearly 25 years ago. 

T
here's little cause for im

m
e-

diate optim
ism

 by the:end of his ,  
book. B

ut there is a rich and w
arm

-
ly told-history here M

i.  the bO
ve-

m
ent tO draw

 on, as soon as it gets 
m

o
v

in
g

 ag
ain

. " 
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K
athy K

ahn is a crim
inal defense late . 

yer in S
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D
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literati:tie at the U
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N
IX

O
N

 	
to have been un-A

m
erican In the 

C
o
n
tin

u
ed

 P
rom

 P
a
g

e
 3

_
 - . w

o
rst w

a
y

. 	
_
 , 	

- -_ 

- foreign policy.w
at driven prim

ari- - 
ly by desperation to get the U

nited 
	

 

overtures to C
hina and the S

oviet 
F

R
E

E
D

O
h
 

 

U
nion; A

nd N
ixon's books are re- 

• m
arkable chiefly for their banality 

- and lack-of strategic vision. '. 

R
ecently, G

eorge B
ush follciw

-
-, ed N

ixon's recom
m

endation that 
the U

nited S
tates reopen relations 

w
ith C

hina, a m
ove that surprised 

and angered m
any, even in the 

R
epublican Party. 

Still, the spate of N
ixon biog-

raphies show
s no signs of slow

ing 
dow

n, although no 'new
_ revela-

tions are likely until biographers 
and historians gain full access to 
N

ixon's. presidential papers and 
tapes. W

h
e
n
 that happens, all can 

look forw
ard to another round of 

reassessm
ents, w

ith no expletives 
deleted. - 	

" 	
- 	

- 

• 

• 
- • 	

' "
th

e
 little

 rouid-eyeci° m
an w

ith 
his eyes full: of , tears" sold out 


