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C***A.4.  By a;)pointment, I introe-..: ced William Manchester, who has been . 

s  
....-

S, 
NA et,,,,p7.'35-ianed by Mrs. John F. Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days 	**-1,..„7",.  scirrocind..*.•.; the assassination and funeral of the late President, to the Director. at . . lob.  1r.,; lc,  a. in , today in the Director's Office.' 	• 	-- 	• - 	• •:..-- -:-;:- ":7 '''-',.  0 - III = 	- -.-.::.::.-- 	. 	-.• -, -.-.- =.: •••• _•----.. 

Mr. Manchester first thanl:ed the Director for seeing Mm. He exialsfr4"`S-.  

. 	- 	.. 	. . 	. 

that Nt :yv".. already seen approximately 93 people, principally in Washington; however l'*-.1 had hot .e:. gone to Dallas, TeXas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he shoviCe . iboi CeA4!Act inte r■ iews in Dallas until after the Warren Commission report had been Issix6,4 ..•-• 
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...I ita j 	. 	
• • '., • - _ . - '- s -•-•,...4  .s,,ir , 	In ii.aituting a series of questions to the Director, Mr. Manchesiolfifst•-• .i irsqJire-1 as to what the Director was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963, t--->-1 i Mari ellester added that he would first like to start with November 22, 1933, at the precise I AICIM ent the Director first received the news that the President had been shot. ' VA ,"- •• $ ‘14  Oirettor replied that he had just returned from lunch. This was approximately 1:10 p.rr4 

f iv toe 
t. 	

tc:I  :42.r.y-' ca Ile d the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the U. S. .. 

4. nW.; item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot. The L:rectorl 
attornay from New York, Mr. Morgenthan. The Director advised the Attorney General 14 ; hat a news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded. The • '" f t Airector sz.:-:ted he next talked to the SAC of our Office in Dallas, Texas. He was inform rl I hat the President hz.d been wounded and had been taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospitt,"` . T:ne SAC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergency -oarn with -;.;enned.y at the same hospital. Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Connally, who were • I --.einj in the same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it appeared that t I he shots 1-4.d come from an upper gory window of the Texas Book Depository B;iii4Lng. -- - ; 
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Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book 	 • - 	To 3 Pablished is 19C9 ••• 
Director, 1G:10 a. m., C-4-61 	

. t • -4• 	- 	* • .• • Th::•::allas Office adcLtionally acivised the Director shortly after 2:0 :Is  m.:: that day that the P..-esicient had died. The Director irameclia,tely called the Attorzey General 3'.1Ce a.rft:..in and told 	of the death c: his brother. At this time the Director 	.; in:II:red as to whether the A.torney Gene:. • p tanned to go to Dallas. The Director stated that he 	adise.d the Attowney Gener;..: that t.1%-•.-4ch plans were in the making he would ticiPtate lis departure and arrival. The Director to:d Manchester that shortly thcaealter 0.1.r Callas 3:fice called once again to indicate that the Pl residentts body would be 	. . fro rneliateLy flown back to Wi-.shir.gton and that the Vice/President had already beer, sworn 

t.* 

in as 2reiident. The Director later callzd the Attorney General once again and told him that the- ?CT was moving into the investigation. The Director advised Manchester that the rat toe.c this action despite the fact that there was no law making it a Federal violation .• g.:-.s7.ssInate the President. 	.•. 

At this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the.
• 

as.sassination of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Illinois, in the middle 19202s. There was no F taeri.1 	against assaulting or murdering an FBI Agent at that time. The D::edor • . ;, told Manchester he initiated action to make it a Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI • Agent so that proper action could be taken in Federal court rather than a local court in -.- such mattars. 	• 	•:•.- • 	• 	. 	 4 • 	, 	• - • 	- • • •.: 
• The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of Lte. Harvey Oswald, Jr., Osv'ald would never have been killed by Jack Ruby. The .-• Director stated that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable soz-culation and rumor. All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas police taken :2'-'1 2; ::roper action to protect Oswald. 	• 

The Director told Manchester that the FBI immediately entered the case, despite non-jurisdiction, and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was made available, nce Director stated that on the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 p.m.,. President Johnson called him at his home and requested that the FBI tnke complete charge, 3f the case involving the assassination. The Director stated he advised the President hat the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out in this rnatter. The Director also told the President that he was concerned about the great amount of publicity coming out of Dallas. • 	•••• — 	• 
' •-• 	The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had given out ansideral;le, information received as a result of FBI findings, particularly !real cur ,aboratory, lie added that on the 4th or 5th dty following the assassination ks instracted SAC in Dallas to contact Chief of Police C,:rry and order him to make no further,: tatements to the pressiwith respect to the evidence or Investigation surrounding the ssr.ssinar.on. The Director told Manchester that this Chief of Police could wave told - 
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rim to go tz heft :....1v:ever, he had recoamized the obvious necessity and logic of stools ins tructIOrA and ii-a:: complied. The Director explained to Manchester at some.  lte'rk": • thsc•nezessi:y to keep p'aysical evidence confined prior to tae prosecution or,an intke 

The Director told Manchester C-at on Saturday eveatng, Noveiser  23,*.;•1".7 1963 or Dallas Cffice had received an anonymous telephone call indicating that pla.n.5'.''.77 had free .r raade to murder Oswald when he was rzaagved frcan the Dallas FBI infor.aed the Dallas Chief of Police imraediatay. The Director told Manehester that original plans for removal of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p.m. that Saturday .. nighl 4  Tk. Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressure .:Itapress that Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communicaticas rcied!2., cavld cover the event. Our Dallas Office again called the Dallas Police Departrneat Ca•.. Suacliy raorning„ November 24, 1963, and reminded that Depr..r.trlerlt of the anonytaoys telephone call. At that Eme the Chief of Police equtsr-Spur Dallas P:acej.4.4 all ;,:recautions were being taken to protect. Oswald, 
••• 

lioadrees and hunc:reds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting, forth leads th1, '" CASS. • - 
,. • '. • ! 	, 	••••.' 	• 	

- . 	; 	•. 	- 	 -• 	 r:A4t•joISM. 

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director placed any signifiCanas ••• -to the anonymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald. The Director replied ' that we had no way of knowing at the time whether any importance should be attc.chedor,... r.ot; however, We did have the responsibility to immediately notify the Dallas 'which we did. • 	. • -: 
- 	‘• 	 ••- 	•.• • • 

The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "police lx-df." Ls a result of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility.' to the Dallas Police Department. The Director stated that he did not know whpther Raby'S reported insanity was of the sincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not psychiatrists. e stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his obvious A afIection for the late ?resident and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow .7... to Mrs. Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas and testi4 against Oswald. 	:• 	...• 	. 	. 	 , 	•• 
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;•?;?:).•ntirtelit. 	D:recor, 10:10 a. m., C-4-64 _ . 

The Director informed Manchester that following the President's call:-  at 7:25 p.m., November 22, 1963, he gave sp;p3ific instructioni.that the FBI do eVeritUr4 possitis), to thoroughly investigate this case. The Director stated that additional- --" pu-s?nae.,.1 v.'ere iramediately sent to Dallas. He told Manchester this was necessarj 2.: senuch as our Dallas 0:fice and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, recelve4 
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4;-..,)e-a..f.le,it 	D:recter; 10-.Za.m., 6-4-64 
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Mar.:!:•ester inquired as to the evict location of the Director at the time 
• - 	• 

• • 

%wald was 	Sandy, November 24, 1SC3. The Director replied that he was at M me. Fe stated that the Dallas orrice contacted him immediately following this eVent,.:::.;". ::ncl'‘ester inquired as to the Director's immediate reaction. The Director replied that first -thought was haw such an event could take place, particularly under a system of ;--*-1,  justice. The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on •T£CiC • particularly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby and S 	d• • 
: • 	. 	-; 7 

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director was watching television '7.. :the time e Oswald's murder. • The Director replied in the negative. He stated he was erking on official papers at the time. The Director added that he usually saved Sundays , review lengthy documents and memoranda as well as to prepare himself for interviews; : ,-• 

	

i
-.:arinzs, etc. 	;.;. _. . , .. 	.-........ ....... •-,.., , 	• . 	-- -..: ---•.--, ..-,,..,.".- .....:..,:.;.: ... 	. 	..: 	k ,-..-.,.::- 	. 	• • 	• 	- 	:. • - • - .-_:---• :•• --- - - --.-':--.-..-.--..--:-, - •---.---::- -:-:'.:-.--.--:!-,••-:-_-.r 1: ,,,, 	, 51.;■ • Manchester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday raoratnzi.,.: ;,- ovember 22, 1933, prior to the assassination. The Director replied that he was : -.....; .. - )nd-oeting business as usual, that he had had a number of Interviews that particuler,1:-7...L': °rang. • 	•- -. --.. • - 	. 	 r.  . ;. ••• 	; • . 	. - • 	• 	47- .....s.e. . AI- • ■••••• -. ,-r, -7 - •••-:•.'t.•:.:! '4%-.... ''". . 	- . 	... 	. .. .. 	. 	. . 	. . 	. 	. 	. " • - " "-- . - "---.• .: iv 2 "', ' ' •., I- •.: • . .1.".•":".7.."1: Manchester inquired as to the physical location of the wire service ticker achine. He was told that it is located across the hall and that pertinent wire service ems are brought in to the Director immediately. . • ,- • . 	. " • , 	 : 

The Director told Manchester that his first conversation on November 22; '63, with our Dallas Office occurred at approximately 1:48 /4 ni, The Director was •• :vised at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had 	. r ffered a mortal wound. The Director mentioned that on the occasion of his second • • ; U to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also been in -.' uch with a number of the Presidential Staff and had been informed of a number of. _ tails concerning the shooting and the fact that the President had died. 	• : 	, 	P, : 	• 	• 

• Manchester inquired as to the Director's opinion of the Attorney Gc..4eralis 	• action upon being informed that the President had been shot. The Director replied 	- . .t the Attorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested that -.I'. e Director keep him informed of any further facts received concerning this matte:.' . Director told Manchester that the Attorney General is usually very quiet IA til he has all the necessary facts of a given situation. The Director stated that the torney 0::neral was noVhe ex-plosive ty..le unless he became angry.-  . 	• '• 1•. • " . . 
: .* • .. `‘, •■ ••••••• p • 	 • •• • •••• t.• 	• ••••••• 	 :••••• 	 •• 
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;e: V,T,Ii7Ara Manchester, Author 
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,Oster told the Director that the President's call to the Dietorat. • Noveyalasr 22, l3, aea. t o 	Lne of ti:e first calls tl.z.t the President up vn -.•etr.rning to V.'ashi.-,..zton that eveningt  The Director replied that he would rose fha, this was cc•rrect. 7.•.c Oi reeJorafcho! that our invest:pt.:or. procceded.-a.:... ;r0a.alih: i.owever, it was not until Mone.ay or Tuesday of the following week that oeci(iNi to name a Presidential Commission 1,9 look lilt° the assassination er.f.rec:or told 'Manchester that an FB: report had been sent to the Warren Commission t•la days after the President had set up this body. The Director stated that he- -•:•: ersondlly rod appeared before the Warren Con-.mission and that he considered tMtr ‘...iticaing of 1.fra to be quite thorough. He stated that thoroughness was necessary on par: of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip and • latici in t'ae future. The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will ainue cancerning this ,esSe.; especially in Europe where there is widespread gossip • • • -,acern.ing a supposed t.a.4spiracy, for many years. • • 	• • • 
••••• * • The Director told Manchester that the statement that some of the:: .:ormation may be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further - a. Manchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in this 

•-•• ... 	— 	
• 	. 	• - • 	- •-•••• " • *':* 	• ` ••• ' 	• 	•••,;.•  	?‘-- - -:•:-:-:-aa -  •-•:. • 	. • -- ''" • ' 	Manchester inquired of the Director as to whether the assassination case • „i  i -,came one of major concern following the President's call at 1:25 p.m., November 22, • : w.. 33. The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FBI had already... - • ; l'ts • Ali .t;red this case. He added, however, that after the President's call we went e.11 out in '  t )ing such things as working around the clock, sendinn•

° 
 a Washington-based FBI official _. • Dallas and adding approximately 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel complement. The .  - .; :rector stated that we still have at least 50 men who are tied up in i nn ing down leads . _v4/ i this ;.articular case throughout the FBI's service. He stated that this case will never 111' closed from an invest:frative point of view inasmuch as we will continually rece:Va'.42: 1 4 ads, many from men 	cases, which necessarily have to be checked out,*71.-•:r4A..::::i..as...... •, 	•,...... 
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. 	, assifie;1. The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that have' given several . residents extreme cause and worry. He stated that the FBI is usually called upon to 	. • .vc-stigat.e these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their .* •.•arces. The Director stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sources that quite.: . baUy the sources would dry up. • 	- - 

tp.. 
1 

k & rd inasmuch as not just any individu.21 should be allowed to look at the classified •  aterial sent to the Commission by some agencies. The Director replied that the issue • v.,)  gt  . point is such that excessive precautions of security is unwise. The Director ex-plained  I .:.: he had ae'er been a great believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard . •-•- . , • .-.gardiag excessive security. He stated that an item is either classified or else it isn't t 
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• 'f3 13:2 Pel.;-.i,hod in 1959 	• - 	• 	- 	--••• 	 •• .1:pointment.with Directo.r, 10:10 ;m., 6-4•-64 : - 	 • t: • . - 	 • 	• 	- r 	 Z.,: • ; 	:  , 	 Ib:aKhester asked if the clatter of a President being assassinatee' not. •;* 7  . . .ing a Fez:oral cri:ne had ever been discassed frilly by the Congress, or anyone else's: .. •co:,::_iag to the Directer's knowledge. The Director replied that there had been no 	• sevssloa to ar# extent, lie stated the ans-.tte.: Lad just never been considered.: 
Manchester incuired as to whether the FBI had prior material on Oswald ifs-y.re the assassination. The Director replied that we d have some information rd:r.L Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in nature. The Director then explained some length the background of Oswald. He told Manchester of the press releases that sw MI6 made in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswald's employment In a factory in • insk, n.,:ssia, and of the fact that Oswald had later returned to Moscow. The Director el ed a/ he certainly did not understand why the Department of State had failed to have swalct s;gn an affidavit forfeitting his American citizenship at the t-r. .e Oswald returned' .;- r:. )01 ,er-ki.hnd visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the • • - • ' 

1!•.,' :teal-18.We 'Crime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit wr.s taken from - -., • ' -N. ,,... .m. '. The al rector again deplored the failure to have such an affidavit executed. •' • —Isik ' 5' ; 
1,4 . 

. ,,--- -.:....-7.--••■1-• - 	• 	. ,. 	- 	• • 	- 	 -. ) . ... 	•„ 	. 	. 	- 	• ..:-- -7..f.• -. 	:- .,..:,—..:;.-.;-:- -1.4 	-1,4) :it.,-- , 8  :,:' 	The Director continued that 	had interviewed Oswald within two or three .ys following his arrival in the United States. He explained that we, of coarse, desired .; find out if Oswald had been recruited as an -intelligence agent by the Soviet Union. The ... ..... :rector told Manchester that this did not appear to be true.' He added that Oswald had 	: 'j'.:. assified himself as a Marxist rather than a communist, The Director added that . '..--..;•. . i 'W-s....ald h:,.d later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street squabble' .1='s ' :;'.. l'.hh, ar.:_i-Castrolte.s over leaflets being handed out by Oswald. The Director told :::::.4:::-. ...•: anchester that Oswald could best be termed a 'goner." He explained Oswaidts • .. .:•--::„.. .. )rraunic2.tions with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald -• .•• • ,.'o A never joined the Party. The Director told of theincidents surrounding Oswaldts :....-' - ! tempt to kill General Walker in Dallas, He added that Oswald's wife, Marina, had -'
. 
:') • leised us cf this incident following the assassination. The Director summarized this . :-: of the interview by indicting there appeared to be nothing in Oswald's background.. .. itch would reflect that he was a man of violence and most certainly nothing which -.. ...- : .e.leated that Oswald had any intentions of assassinating the President.. 	'' 7- :-.;-';'"-!'. . 	",;:- '1.  

Manchester asked if the Director did not find it odd that Mrs. Oswald... d failed to tell ar.yone about the attempted assassination of General Walker until after murder of President Kennedy. The Director replied that he did not find this old ew of the cold re4fionship. between Oswald and his wife, the language barrier on the • • .rt of Mrs. Oswald and. the fact that Mrs. Oswald did not hive the natur,1 instincts of • X.raericza woman bit to the contrary had a different attitude altogether.: He stated he iced no significance in Mrs. Oswald's failure to advise of this incident prior to tto - • •-. 	... 	• 	 • . 
• 7 .. 
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r'eraraenent claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed ail 	•!' 
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Tile -2.,:rector told 1:ar.chester thatit was extremely difficult to speeaaate ... 

.. 	,. 	• 	. 
ca ;':e nve:Ivaiion; c: Oswald to kill the Presi;:ent. The Director stated it was Cnterrely  taasai'S.e. Oswald may have wanted to kill Gcvernor John Connally. He explained that . ', CiAufald he.d written communications to C-averner Conaally protesting his particular type of :11:--,•c:..arge erora the U. S. Marine Cca•pa. The Director added that President Nenr.edy  as an intellectual liberal type. He stated that President Kennedy had been desirous of • 	. 
Ke.-epia6 peace with 	He stated that Preside•nt reimedy des:red peaceful co-existence .4,. .....,_:„.,......,,..antyle. The Director added that the President, althoagh he had been firma • :a. 1-.::s dealings with Khrushchev, had a fairly good relationship with lairushchev and the -.73r::: ;Trion. The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to 
:III. t:-.e. President because the President had dealt harshly,. or spoken harshly, against ::; :o.. 
. he Cc=nunist Party and Chairman Khrushchev.. • 	. • : 	• -• '' 	• ' 	a,'. 

.... Manchester speculated that perhaps the communists, including Oswald,-6.- '1  1:. 

•:- 	. 	

,1  . ::id not like the relationship between the late P:esident and lthrushchev•
s 
 therefore, the . ; . 

:oriynunists desired to do away with President Xennedy so that this obstacle to theira.a::-.  • !. al!. lesired philosophy could be removed. The Director replied that this was entirely :--:' - ; -;• )ossible; however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was not , ':4-0. : person to be trested and that Chairman Khrushchev had a very cold and evil mind.-  •-•- ... r'... :he Director, at this point, gave examples of 1,31.rushchevIs understanding of the English . - anguale. despite the fact that he hadcrroyanovslay, an excellent interpreter, with him -'7,. , 	'.', 
.t CAI times while on his visits to the United States. The Director told Manchester that : 	.s... . , .7 	p% 

.e had always felt it better to kick individuals like lallruehchev on the shins once in a .. 	t.:1  
;1-1.1e rather than to boot-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev was ,.:.:_;.•;-,-,;.•.. 	.;:4, i, tasically an oriental and that individuals opposing orientals usually lost face in. the :..: : =:'- - i 	4...... a.iental's opinion when fear or trepidation was shown. - -• -':----- ...•••!*".- • • — • ''' ...-44  :".̀ :".**4-  ';. ' 71..."-• 	ryt • 
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Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and a :....;,..,-..:.. a.'a. 	, •e5.;ponsibilities allowed him to participate personally in the fuperal ceremonies. The .: . airector replied in the negative. He stated he had been at his desk constantly. lie ,...--,. • - ddac: that he had issued instructions that FBI personnel participate officially in the ......::. 	4i'' eremonies by assisting Secret Service as much as possible. The Director spoke of the 1 .,. .:any visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from the.,..-;.:.'. i! -:-. 'White House to St. Matthew's Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special •::a.,-- -aa, e - '..;''..4 .gents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthew's ...:..;::.• • I . ..:1 :anedral. He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President was •-• • '.early a function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have ssisted when callC -!upon. The Director briefly advised Manchester at this pelat of the .nrnec:Iate widespre:ad ramifications of this case following the actual shooting: • He teld :F.nchester that loads hid spread to Mexico as well as throughout the elittre United States. 'h:.:::•efore, it has tieefi necessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as tp0.-4-:. ryls.: this matter. .- ...... ......• : a....,--; 	tit>.  ...: -a-:....• :•.•.•,- .:. .......a.......c.1....7..z.a. 	... _ • • . 
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t 	„,„ 	L 	. 	a•••••■• "'" 	 """ V" • 	
• •„.. 

•• 	
4 	 • * : 	

•. 

• :11 

• 
10, 

, „ 	a 



• 0.• 
 

- 

v. 

• 

t.!: Mohr 	6--it-eel 
	 '-`— 	cf I:er-edy Bock 

7.) 	a In 1S69 
Dirc.-ctors  10:10 a. m., 6-4-64 

• 

At this point I reminded Manchester of his previous statement to me that 
.? had t."., 	the 	Ecuse at 11:15 a.m. Manchester thanked the Director twice 	• and s......ted that he was very 1.-?preciative cf the Director's  cooperztion ▪ cc.r.siz:erahle 	taken from a busy schedule to be of assistance. 	• • 

The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the attached letter 
Caat he had seen Manchester. 	 7.1 
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