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John M
arks 

 

Behavior Controlled by CIA? 
T

here m
ust be 

several thousand 
schizophrenics 

around the country w
ho 

think the governm
ent has 

them
 w

ired up," says John 
M

arks, w
ho—

in the course of 
researching a new

 book—
has 

forced the C
IA

 to produce 
about 10,000 pages of 
docum

ents detailing secret 
governm

ent efforts to control 
behavior. A

fter a televised 
press conference on the 
subject last year, M

arks 
received a flood of m

ail from
 

strangers "thanking 
m

e, saying the C
IA

 had 
them

 w
ired up for years 

w
hich explains their w

ild 
b
eh

av
io

r . . ." 
M

arks, 34, is the form
er 

S
tate D

epartm
ent em

ployee 
w

ho becam
e fam

ous in the 
early S

eventies w
hen the 

governm
ent censored 

portions of the book he w
rote 

w
ith V

ictor M
archetti called 

T
h
e C

IA
 a

n
d
 th

e C
u
lt o

f 
In

tellig
en

ce. S
ince then 

neither the business of 
intelligence agencies nor the  

lives of the authors have been 
quite the sam

e: the C
IA

!s 
activities have received 
unprecedented scrutiny and 
M

arks becam
e a full-tim

e 
spy-w

atcher for the C
enter 

for N
ational S

ecurity 
S

tudies. (M
archetti, an ex-

C
IA

 w
orker, is now

 an 
author.) 

L
ast sum

m
er M

arks 
clashed publicly w

ith the 
new

 C
IA

 chief S
tanfield 

T
urner, after T

urner 
adm

itted in a letter to a 
senator that the agency had 
found evidence of drug 
testing. M

arks—
w

ho a year 
earlier had received 
docum

ents about the so-
called M

K
U

L
T

R
A

 program
 

under a F
reedom

 of 
lnform

atioh A
ct request—

charged T
urner m

inim
ized 

the scope of the program
. 

T
he press got interested and 

the w
orld began learning 

dirty little C
IA

 secrets, such 
as the form

er existence of a 
S

an F
rancisco apartm

ent in 
w

hich governm
ent-paid 

prostitutes adm
inistered 

L
S

D
 to unsuspecting patrons 

w
hile a hidden C

IA
 agent 

w
atched. 
O

ne true tale, the suicide 
of an A

rthy chem
ist w

ho w
as 

m
ade the unw

itting subject 
of drug tests, becam

e public 
during the course of the 
R

ockefeller com
m

ission 
review

 of intelligence 
activities in 1975. B

ut M
arks' 

eye w
as caught by a sentence 

in the com
m

ission's report 
that said the doctor's suicide 
w

as part of a larger problem
 

of intelligence agencies 
dabbling in behavior control. 
H

e filed F
O

I requests on that 
subject. aud bit-by-bit M

arks 
learned of the M

K
U

L
T

R
A

 
program

. 
"It w

ent into virtually 
every area of the social and 
phsyical sciences, it's m

uch 
M

ore extensive than has 
com

e out so far." says M
arks, 

w
ho received a substantial 

five-figure advance from
 

T
im

es B
ooks fore book on 

the subject "T
here's m

ore to 
com

e out about experim
ents 

w
ith prisoners, m

ore on  

hypnosis." 
M

arks, w
ho becam

e 
disillusioned w

ith the foreign 
service after a tour in 	

_ 
V

ietnam
, lives w

ith his w
ife 

(a teacher) and young son in 
the A

dam
s-M

organ 
neighborhood w

hile he 
w

rites. H
e sayale gets-no 

help from
 the C

IA
 and, so 

far, no cooperation from
 the 

P
entagon. though the m

an he 
approached there is an old 
hero: T

om
 R

oss, the assistant 
-secretary of defense for 
public affairs. R

oss, a form
er 

\ W
ashington bureau chief for 

the C
hicago S

un-T
im

es, 
w

rote a book in 1964 that 
shook the intelligence 
com

m
unity. Its title: T

h
e 

Invisible G
overnm

ent. 


