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Night Club Man Tal

Role of An Executio

By JAMES EWELL

and HUGH AYNESWORTH
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Wade called the death af N
wa:d a ooid-hivoded assassina
e, and said he would asa s
wrv o mud-Januare o send
Rubenstein to the electnc chair

OFFICERS recalled that Ru-
henstein kept 8 33-cabiber pistol
:in s club. They described him
as a balding, 51-year.ckd bache
lor who lked to wear flashy
clothes ant date strippers.

Shouting "You son of & atch.”
Rubenstein sprang forward and
fired a mngie shot into Oswald's
side af 1121 am

Hugh Aynesworth, a Dallas
News reporter wha witnessed
rhe shooting. sard, “"He stuck
his gun nto Oswald's nbs and
fired.”

DETECTIVE B. H Combest,
who was standing abnut  two
feet behind Oswald, gnvs this
account:

“I saw Ruby take about hve
or six steps toward Oswald, |
knew Ruby and knew he wasn't
supposed to be there.

“I shouted, ‘Jack, you son of
a bitch, what. are you doing?’
About that time [ heard the
shot. Oswald feil and pulled
Leavelle (Homicide Detective
J. R Leavelle who was hand-
cuffed to him) down with him.

I looked at Oswald and there
was a large hole in his black
sweater.

“When ] saw Ruby run out
toward Oswald, there was noth-
ing I could do but shout at
him. I just couldn’t have gotten
to him."”

DETECTIVES SAID there was
no chance for a death-bed con-
fession from Oswald, who had
denied repeatedly that he shot
President Kennedy and s Dal-
las police officer to death and
wounded Gov. John Connally.

Homicide Captain Will Fritz,
who was standing behind Os.
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stein as soon as he pulled the
trigger. But, for 10 seconds
which seemed like an eter-
nity.”’ he waved his pisto] 1n

arc while officers med to \vrg
it from him. e

RUBENSTEIN'S  roommate,
George Senatnr, described the
night club owner as a highly
emotional man who ok the
death of President Kennedy reai
hard.”

“"He's been going around the
apartment saying Those pone
kidy . . . Those poor kids.”" Sen.
ator related. It bothered him
tremendously .’

As a result of Owwald's aimast
unbelievablie death, there w:il
never he a inal 0 prove he
murderad  Pres:dent  Kennedy
But deterrivms sard their ev:-
dence ieft ne doudt :n thesr
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Officesrs sa:d Rubenstemn ap
parently mingied with reporters
and photographers and’ in s
way, got a chance 1o shoot Dy
wald. Wade recalled he saw
Rubinstein with reporters Fro
day night when they inten tewed
Oswald brieflv.

The City Hall basement ke-
came-a scene of wild confusion
after the shonting Newspaper
and television cameramen, therr
lenses  tramed  on  Oswald.
fhnched instinctively when they
heard the shot. Curous specia-
tors rushed toward the scene.

One man carried a babv's bot-
tle filled with milk. Another
tnied to focus a smail hox cam-
era while running.

Oswald may have seen the
gun. He sppeared 10 jerk back
A spitt second before the shor,

«which sounded like a small fire
cracker exploding.

His face became ashen as he
fel. His eyes were roliing and
he. was moaning.

AN AMBULANCE arnved
within four minutes and, after
the armored car was moved
from its path, Oswald was
rushed to Parkland Hospital. A
doctor, who had given him
emergency treatment at City
"Hall, rode with him. '

Writhing in pain, Oswald was
wheeled into “Trauma Room
No. 2 across the hall from the
room where surgeons had pro-
nounced  President Kennedy
dead Friday.

Oswald, a Castro admirer who
had lived in Russia, would soon
die in disgrace in the same hos-
pital. As Oswald lay mortally
wounded while doctors worked
over him, a funeral cortege
was bearing Presideni Ken-
nedy’s body from the White
House to the Capitol.

Oswald’s body was moved
late Sunday night from Park-

- land Hospital t0 a Fort Worth

funeral home, )
Police took precautions against

Anv incident. Six armed poliee
men susrounded the cart and
ariendants as it was moved to
the green ambulance.

Funeral plans were incom-
Diers

One reporter cad he heard the
siaver add. "I did «t for Jackie
“r she wouldn't have to RO

through sil thar . | . coming
neck here {or the trial and
~verything.”

But :n Evansville, Ind.. enter-
‘airer Bill Demar toid the As-
s>iated Press he :s positive
Oswaid was a patron 1n Ruben-
em s nught club mine days ago.
Demar who has @ memory acr.
«aid Owwald was among those
who cailed out ap obpect lor
i 9 remember

Detecives  and  Rubenstein
may have carried photograpme
=quipment  and posed as  a
ameraman o gan admittance
'3 the bastment Sunday

Officers checked Rubenstein's
hackground.

They ward he had come here
from (hicago 'sbout 10 yeary age
eod had confided in friands rhat
b “had wme trouble with rack-
~rery i the [hinos aity

Hiy decison tn beenme an
rxscutioner left the workd with
a mvstesry that nay never he
onmpletely solved: If Lee Har
vy Owenld did kil Presideni
Kennedy with & mad-order ritle
—-and officary say they are ron-
vincmd he did—what was his
medive (o the  crime  that
shockemd the world and eat in
wuenca an simom nnelievable
chain of evenis®



