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Attorney, Department of Justic

e 

Memorandum for the File  

I telephoned John Carlisle, Ch
ief Investigator, Attorney 

General's Office, State of Ten
nessee, (901/528-3151) on September 

20, 1916. Mr. Carlisle indicated the AG 
had given him the ok 

to give me the information whic
h I previcuoly requested. . He 

further stated that he had fou
nd a report containing the 

information. He summarized th
e report as follows: 

17'; 
POlice Officer Edward Redditt 

was assigned to the 

Community Relations Divisibn u
ntil sometime in February, 196

8 

when he was pulled Off and put
 on a surveillance detail with

 

respect to the sanitation wor
kers. During February and Mar

ch Reddltr 

received several threats on hi
s life. On April 3, 1968, he w

as 

assignea to kehT Dr. King unde
r surve:illance. he went to the. 	

, 

Internaticnal Airport, alone w
ith several other officers, tc

 meet  

Dr. King. Dr. King and his aid
es did not request any securit

y. 

While waiting at the airport a
 Mrs. Thomas Matthews, who 

vas acting as chauffeur for Dr
. King, pointed her finger at 

Redditt 

and said she was going to get 
him. Later, Mrs. Matthews info

rmed 

another police officer that th
ey "did not desire a police es

cort." 

Mr. Carlisle said this quote c
ame from Lt. Davis. 

Mr. Carlisle stated the report
 indicated that 

Mrs. Matthews was interviewed 
on April 11, 1968, at which ti

me 

she confirmed the fact that Dr
. King did not desire a police

' 

escort, but no mention was mad
e of a threat on officer Reddi

tt's 

life. 

I informed Mr. Carlisle that t
he particular threat that 

I was concerned with was from 
an out-of-town source and resu

lted 

in Redditt being reliev
ed from duty. Mr. Carlisle agr

eed to 

continue searching the records for this particular reo
ert 4nd 

suggested that I call him on We
dnesday, September 22, 1916. 

• *-; . • .1.! 	 . 
_144_4;14! 



F. WALKEll 

ttorney, Department 
of Justice 

-0761 	7 

t 4 ••'• • '" 
.•. 

4.04‘b •-■■=. INI1s* A 

"e'it'e,er-

•• 

r%-ifaillleaa O. .4 	741 1' 

"---'!"-̂ 1•••••• 

Memorandum of Interv
iew of Johneisliele 

 

I telephoned John Ca
rlisle, Chief Invest

igator, Attorney 

General's Office, St
ate of Tenn., (901/5

28-3151) on Septembe
r 22, 

1976, with respect t
o information previo

usly requested regar
ding j 

., 

a threat on the life
 of police officer E

dward Redditt. Carli
sle 	 I 

stated that he belie
ved he had ruuud the

 report and related 
the 

following informatio
n: 	

,$•, • 

...... 
'On or about April 3

, 1968, Philip R. Ma
nuel, of the U.S. 

Senate.InVestigating
 Committee for Senat

or McClellan, was in
 the 

Memphis Police Depart
ment (II'D) when he r

eceived a message to 
	 '‘ 

call his office in W
ashington. He called

 his office and was 
	-.,-; Ai  

advised that a relia
ble informant of the

irs in Mississippi h
ad 	',--.r  

called them and aavis
ed of .a yann that th

e Mississippi FTee:ie
m '.e..,... .. (,, 

Democratic Party had
 made to kill the Ne

gro lieutenant in Me
mpais. — , .. 

This information was
 immediately given t

o the MPD by Manuel.
 	--'; ...-.i rl 

Manuel also advised 
the IRD that he coul

d not get any specif
ic 	

, 

details because Jack 
Dross, his associate,

 had left the office.
 	 '. 

However, Manuel told
 the MPD that he was

 returning to Washin
gton 	

.,-..*:' 

on a 5:50p.m. flight 
that day and, would c

all them the next day
. 

The next day Manuel, 
telephoned the MPD an

d advised them 

the Negro lieutenant
 referred to in the 

threat was in Knoxvi
lle 

rather than in Memph
is. 

Carlisle said Reddit
t was a detective at

 the time, but 

was in the "thick of
 things." He surmise

s that the MPD put 

two and two together
 and figured the inf

ormation related to 

Redditt because of p
revious threats on h

is life. 

Carlisle stated that
 he could not send m

e a copy of the 

report unless he was
 authorized to do EC

 by AG Hugh Stanton.
 

Other relevant repor
ts of the MPD which 

he has in his office
 

include a 50 to 75 p
age homicide report 

and reports relating
 

to the sanitation wo
rkers strike and the

 Invaders. 
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