
the substance of 
H

e added: "W
as he In a position to 

h
ear w

h
at h

e says h
e h

eard
? Y

es. 
D

oes w
hat he heard ring true? Y

es 
D

o
es h

e h
a
v
e a

 m
o
tiv

e to
 lie?

 I 
don't think so." 

B
la

k
ey

 sa
id

 R
a
g
a
n

o
 m

ig
h

t b
e 

m
ista

k
en

 o
n

 o
n

e p
o

in
t —

 th
a

t 
H

otta, in effect, gave a hit order to 
the M

afia chiefs. 
B

lakey, a form
er F

B
I agent, said 

he h
as d

etailed
 k

n
ow

led
ge ab

ou
t 

R
agano's role as a. w

ell-connected 
m

ob
 law

yer an
d

 h
as even

 testified
 

about It at court trials. 
M

ean
w

h
ile, F

ran
k

 M
an

Iciew
icz, 

w
h

o w
as S

en
. R

ob
ert K

en
n

ed
y's 

p
ress secretary, also d

eclared
 yes-

terd
ay th

at R
agan

o's accou
n

t Is 
th

e m
ost p

lau
sib

le [assassin
ation

) 
th

eory. It sou
n

d
s reason

ab
le to 

m
e." 
M

aniciew
icz said he becam

e "an 
assegeinm

ion buff' after he "looked 
into it on assignm

ent from
 R

obert 
K

ennedy In 1967 and 1968." 
A

nother of R
obert K

ennedy's top 
aid

es, A
d

am
 W

alen
ak

y, called
 for 

a n
ew

 an
d

 Im
p

roved
 version

 of 
th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 to In-
vestigate th

e m
u

rd
er. 

C
o
m

m
e
n

tin
g
 o

n
 R

a
g
a
n

o
's 

rev
ela

tio
n

s, W
a
lln

sk
y
 sa

id
, "

I 
a

lw
a

y
s th

o
u

g
h

t th
a

t M
a

rcella
 

w
as th

e m
ost lik

ely su
sp

ect."
 

M
o
b

 ex
p

ert N
ick

 P
ileg

g
i sa

id
 

agan
o's d

escrip
tion

 of a H
offa-

ord
ered

 h
it "

sm
ells m

ore righ
t 

to
 m

e
 th

a
n

 a
ll th

o
se

 o
th

e
r
 

theori ea." 

"
Y

o
u

 h
a
v
e m

en
 in

 o
rg

a
n

ized
 

crim
e w

h
o are m

ore th
an

 cap
a-

b
le o

f m
u

rd
er a

n
d

 w
h

o
 h

a
d

 th
e 

m
o
tiv

e
 —

 ta
p

p
in

g
 in

to
 th

e
 

T
ea

m
sters h

a
lf-b

illio
n

-d
o
lla

r 
p

en
sio

n
 fu

n
d

,"
 sa

id
 P

ileg
g

i, co
-

au
th

or of th
e m

ob
 m

ovie "
G

ood
-

fella
s."

 

"
T

h
e K

en
n

ed
y
s w

ere d
riv

in
g
 

th
e m

ob
 gu

ys —
 as w

ell as H
offa 

—
 crazy. T

h
e m

ob
 figu

red
 if th

e 
K

en
n

ed
y
s g

o
t rid

 o
f H

o
tta

. It 
w

ou
ld

 lose access to th
e p

en
sion

 
fu

n
d

."
 

L
A

S
T

 M
O

M
E

N
T

S
: T

he president and M
rs. K

ennedy begin tragic ride through D
allas. 

N
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N
W

 

HOFFA STO 
By JA

CK
 N

EW
FIELD

 and M
EL JU

FFE 
' T

h
e fo

rm
er co

u
n
sel o

f a H
o
u
se in

v
estig

atio
n
 in

to
 th

e m
u
rd

er o
f P

resid
en

t 
Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 y

esterd
ay

 called
 a m

o
b
 law

y
er's d

isclo
su

res in
 T

h
e P

o
st 

' im
p

licatin
g

 Jim
m

y
 H

o
ffa an

d
 tw

o
 M

afia ch
ieftan

s in
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 

"th
e m

o
st p

lau
sib

le" ex
p
lan

atio
n
. 

- L
a
w

y
er F

ra
n

k
 R

a
g
a
n

o
 rev

ea
led

 ex
clu

siv
ely

 in
 T

h
e P

o
st y

esterd
a
y
 th

a
t h

e 
ca

rried
 a

n
 o

rd
er to

 a
ssa

ssin
a
te J

F
K

 fro
m

 T
ea

m
sters b

o
ss H

o
ffa

 to
 N

ew
 O

rlea
n

s 
m

ob
 b

oss C
arlos M

arcello an
d

 F
lorid

a m
ob

 b
oss S

an
tos 'T

raffican
te. R

agan
o served

 
as a law

yer for b
oth

 H
offa an

d
 T

raffican
te. 

"
T

h
is is th

e m
ost p

lau
sib

le, m
ost coh

eren
t [assassin

ation
] theory," 

-B
la

k
ey

, w
h

o
 sh

a
p

ed
 th

e 1
9

7
9

 
fin

al rep
ort of th

e S
elect H

ou
se 

'C
om

m
ittee on

 A
ssassin

ation
.s. 

T
hat report concluded that T

ref-
., fIcente, M

arcello and H
otta all had 

the "m
otive, m

eans and opportuni-
ty" to kill K

ennedy. 
R

agano's testim
ony "w

ould have 
stren

gth
en

ed
 th

e con
clu

sion
s w

e 
reached," said B

lakey. 
T

h
e p

an
el w

as 'fin
ab

le to eirtab
-

p
ish

 d
irect evid

en
ce"

 of th
e trio's 

rcom
p

licity, th
e rep

ort said
. R

aga-
n

o's revelation
s —

 w
h

ile fillin
g in

 
r the Jigsaw

 puzzle of circum
stantial 

evidence —
 still fall short of direct 

evidence, B
lakey said. 

B
lak

ey, a form
er F

B
I agen

t, said
 

th
a

t M
a

rcello
 a

n
d

 T
ra

ffica
n

te 
w

ere th
e tw

o p
eop

le w
e in

vesti-
gated

 in
 1978 an

d
 1979. T

h
ey b

oth
 

[A
re k

illers an
d

 M
afia m

em
b

ers. . 
-?"

T
h

ey h
ad

 every reason
 to h

ate 
th

e K
en

n
ed

ys. A
n

d
 w

h
en

 you
 tak

e 
r som

eb
od

y w
h

o h
as access to vio-

len
ce, as th

ey d
id

, an
d

 h
ates w

ith
 

p
assion

, as th
ey d

id
, w

h
at R

agan
o 

says is credible. 
- 

"
H

is in
form

ation
 d

oes n
ot d

iffer 
r  trom

 other 
T

rafficante  an
d  

inform
ation th

at cam
e 

to  
 

cello." he added. 
B

lak
ey, w

h
o sp

ok
e to T

h
e P

ost 
t from

 S
ou

th
 B

en
d

, In
d

, w
h

ere h
e 

tea
ch

es a
t N

o
tre D

a
m

e's la
w

 
;sch

ool, w
en

t on
 

!D
o I believe w

hat R
agano Is now

 
saying? T

he answ
er Is yes. 

"
D

o I b
elieve h

e rem
em

b
ers th

e 
!exact w

ord
in

gs of con
versation

s? 
N

o,"
 said

 B
lak

ey, sayin
g th

e talk
s 

w
ere too long ago. "B

ut I believe 

said
 G

. R
ob

ert 

- 	
N

actr--- 	
•_ - 

G
. R

O
B

E
R

T
 B

L
A

K
E

Y
 

B
elieves R

agano story. 
F

R
A

N
K

 M
A

N
K

IE
W

IC
2
 	

A
D

A
M

 W
A

L
IN

S
K

 
`M

o
st p

la
u

sib
le th

eo
ry! L

o
n

g
 su

sp
ected

 M
ari 


