
Vx. Frank flenkiewicz 
	

7627 Old keceiver ioad 
Hill & Knowlton 	 Frederick, hd. 21702 
901 31 St., NW 
	

11/10/91 
Washington, D.U. 

Dear Mr. iia.Lnkiewicz, 

First, several apologies. I wrote you the enclosed letter as soon as I read the copy 

of it that had been sent me not knowing your address. I'd also forgotten thAt I had a new 
typewriter ribbon. For this reason and because I must sit with my lege elevated and with 

the typewriter to one side and because riot right now my fingertips are cracked, the 
typing is not what I'd like it to be. 

Ly purpose is not to embarrass you. Nor was that or harming him in any way my pthr-
pose in my 2/8b1 letter to uliver -tone. I do regard what he thereafter did as his do-
ing and his responsibility. 

It may not interest you, but I add that among those writing about political assassi-
nations and their official investigations I am alone in eschewing theories that are pre-

sented as credible and factual. There is no such theory in any of my seven published books. 
My work is a rather large and I think you will find accurate study of how the basic in-
stitutions of our society, including the media, functioned in those times of great stress 
and since then. If you want credentials, I will provide them. 

:sunning with may first venous thrombosis in 1975 and despite a series of surgeries, 
several life-threatening, the most recent open-heart surgery with bypasses, I have devoted 
*hat energy and time remain to an effort to perfect the historical record of these great 

national tragedies. 

It is my belief that for representative society to be ablet to work as intended it 
is necessary for the people to be able to know the truth about major events. 1onsistent 
with this I interpret FOIA as making me surrogate for the people with regard to the rec-

ords I get and I make them freely available to other writers. I do this despite knowing 
that virtually all will write what I do not agree with. No writer has the right to censor 

I, Cl' 
any other writer and I have made no such effort, including by refusing accdss to this 

considerable volume of records some of which cannot be duplicated anywhere else. 
The controversy in which you are now involved is not going to end before the movie is 

out or after it 	It has already begun abroad, too. 

I ask nothing of you. I expect nothing of you. I write to inform you. 

Sine rely, 

Harold Jctisberg 



Dear hir. 

Ale ,few "I;or1 ',Ines story on the cootroverey over. the 01:,.,:er Stone film concludes, 

quoting you, "I'Litryi:g to present a le.,itinate position for Oliver :1tone in the light 

of soi.Le of the sensations/and hostile stuff about bin." it also says that one of the 

reasons you were hired is 4ecause 	your prior coluection with the Lennedy 	The 

latter fits nicely with his "Car elot" ;)r. Auction conpany and his titling his fin, 

which is not about the martyred ,Lres:_dent, "J101;".." uonsi stent with this, the coming re-

print of Jim Garrison's booK, "On the Trail of the ,Lssassins," tike one trail Garrison 

never took, also hos been retitled, 

.'he story errs, perhaps with assistance, in stating that this controversy is "be-

Cause the news ne4 have criticized id.. Stone's defense of •s. Garrison's conspiracy 

"J: do not latow what is.SItone has told you. I also do not }mow whether or aot you 

care about what your clients have you defending. l'orgotten but not lost in history is 

one mistake you made when you worked for 1:obert ;:onnedy aod. he was assassinated.You 

told reporters that he had asked ye: to read tte books critical of the 	assassination 
"jciwia4,1%7 
and that you had told then there was nothing in them. You could not have said this hon-

estly. ity first of six books on the al: assassination, which is an analysis of the Warren 

eeport and espouses no theories at all, also the first book om that subject, has no error 

in 4. '..'here are few errors in the book.-9 that fol..owed nine and you could have read. 

write to let you know what you are how involved in, not your client's version but the 

truth. r2ruth, alas, is something heft has trouble stating even by accident. 

I an the 4pr who started the exposure of what hr. Stone is real up to. He knows, 

whether or not he told you, because I warned hin before he siaY•ed shouting. 	enclose 

my letter to him of Ve.xuary LI, 1991. If he had not g von you the other lettero I wrote 

him and if you'd like copies, I'll provide then. 

Ju3 you can see. I told him, of personal knceiledge, as soon as I learnei that he was 

basing his book oat Garrison's unabashed dishonesty in 112 rewriting his own history that 

he would ,so producing a fraud and a travesty. `:.'his was not ./ecetse Oarrison advanced 

conspiracy theories but because he lied over and over a,ain and because is. 6ton lea, i 'vGd.nning 

not later than when he prostoted this filn and hie "Doors" when ft waves reloneed,lie.e-rrtutri;. 

sad I use his words, that his new file would tell the people their history,
q  

who ld_lled 
• • 

their ?resident, why and how. 
uo If is. Stone hau/s said that his filn would be non-fiction he would have the =quest- 

ionable right to say anything at a ti that: he wants to. Jut the truth is that he said what 

I quote above over and over again for quite sone tine. -0:4; after he kite.; the truth from 

me he reounted those eract word, save for a single qualification, "we think," before "who," 

to a Vey Orleans reporter. This was aftdr he fi:ned ia 



uoing along w:.th this ropre.,inttation and many other thin :a 1s. -Jtune did to tell the 

thai he was sticking serupipult& WAIL the actualities, like rem:tea:1g the build-

if/ f; fro.' which all the shots were fired., accordin, : to the official "solution," he also 

said over and over aorin that 	had the mos- rospected researchers" working for aod with 

him. This was a loan/Lig and deliberate lie. ', r_th the stogie e;:option of those lie named, . 

a d be has avoided naidog names, 17f0 eminent .nthologist, ho surrounded himself with those 

who 1: Low nothing at all aoout the i'act that has been established., some, notoriously en-

tirely indiffere:Lt to fact. lie has relied. on those who invent theories that for ti.e most 

cart are untenable. rytif-ciAyk ;P rti; witHrdefaiii. 
„ 

Uonsistent with this, he has boasted, again repeatedly, that lie has included 

the"information"  thou; has cone to light :since the 1aulTen. :te;?ort. a bigger lie even he -would 

have trouble stating, told again I halm pe -sonal lolowledge. 

By Items of about a dozen AL, lawsuf ts I've obtained about a third of a million pages 

of once-Athheld Govoriutont assassination records, mostly those of the P.13.1. about a quar-

ter of' a million pages .elate the the .1101: assassi_tation. :tot only is it well known in the 

field that I :alto ar. the 'words available to all wri-:ers, ::tone did lz:ow this. Ale has 

not aske.1 for ac ass to a sirom. ,)ttg-.e, nor has he asked :Al to mail him a copy of arty. 

as yes Imola ii' you real G•torge Lardner s s';ory in the klashongton i'ost, the story 

that triggered. all, those that folitraed, you ILlow that I was his :tonics. I had been given 

a eoliy of the script- hr. . -tot-Le calls no a thief - and also:; with copies of my records 

of 	own relationship with arri.son and what did to orevent one of his more monstrous 

adventures, this was the basis of L4).1'111101°  s story. .)espite hr. tone' s contrary claims, 

there .s no error in Lardner's story. NCI` .LS 	Ili Wale (A4-1-144,1..• 

When the l'ost printed a second version of what lir. 1-)tone asked it to publish, I iffskte 

wrote 	. "tone again. That he responded to thorough his "research coordinator." It was a 
is 

thinly-hidden effort to bribe ne. I rejected it, 11 int letter without response, as are also 
A 

several other letters when I learned the-, he had the collleal gall to be telling reporters 

that 1 was "helping" him, a lie repeated b:,  his co-author, Oklar. 

.:hooler led Jernard tleinraub to writeiin the Tines that "ht issue in the film— IS, the 

contention that the assassination was the result of a conspiracy" succeeded in getting him 

to :.Lisstate the factiand misdirect attention. Nor isithe defense of uarrison's theories 7k Add."4- 

1.mais-pne, chartng an, innocent rian with eons-Az-Inc to hill a President on the basis of a 

theory only and a movie then being made of this trul outrageous indecency!) 

The real question is of lir. '•Aone's misleading more people than anything since tit 

.jarron 4,oport and in the cou-se of thin uaking a hero of the man who perpetrated this 

fraud ul travesty, Olrlfr. "'tone's rf.ght to rewrite our tragic hi.story and tell the world 

it is a true account. 



ny letter of `ebruary gave hr. "tone al._ the tae he needed to do a different movie 

Oil the mole subject. I offered. ILIm all tie additional intonation he needed., asking no-

thing in return. He asked no no question, wanted no other information, and proceeded with 
olt44, 

what thin, too, ma.:en it clear that lie 	exploiting and cooriercialisini; "the crime of 

the century," the crime that turned the woild ariveul. 

un tido basis alone, ttr. --tone is his own victim. There has been no campaioi a,:ninst 

him by the "establishthint" press, no he 	ropres..mted. jLe e..en claiLts that because he 

says that ra.rdner is a "(ail." reporter, another lie, the Gria is out to z;et }dm and bT.ock 

his movie. 

I an not 	It, the Pill and other /elicit:is have soled. do nut like me. 4uu1 
Knidur• 

Ike no criticism published after I started all of tins titat is not factual. i 11 the 

misstatements, usual overt lien, have been by or on behalf of Br. "tone. 

lle has as nuch ri jit to public-rolations counsel as he has to a 	lawyer and you 

have every ri .ht to provide him with this 

Pt purpose in writing you is to let you }mow that you are really into. ,io I told him, 

I tell y-u, 	answer any.  questions to the best of ny ability and you are welcome to 

access to not only all I got 11-this fOIL litigation but to My record!) relating to Garrison. 

In this re5ard encourage you to read. with cape what I told lir. `!torte abut how 

Garrison was about to coememorate the fifth annfveroary of the JPi, assassination and how, 

when asked 	his staff, I prevented that, and what he then did, all no utterly falsely 

handled in both the book and the movie. 

This alone - and "r. -'tone did not question it - told Idaa all he needed to know 

about lieu much he could depend on `rarrison's word about anything - yet lie ignored it and 

proclaimed that ho would record their history for the people and tell then who killed 

their i'reliident, why a ,.d. how. 

vw it91-c/(-1 
/ 



z  trLir RIO. 'mammon ILK I Ile INCI• 1,1111 IMES 
Oliver Stone, seated, on the set of "J. F. K.," which he said "looks into 
the vipers' nest" of the investigation of the assassination. 

elusion is not the point. We want 
people to examine this." 

Asked if he was nervous about the 
Impact of the film on the country, Mr. 
Stone replied: "Am I scared? Yes, 
I'm scared." 

Beyond the questions about the 
film's assertions, which have been 
criticized for months in The Washing-
ton Post, Time magazine and other 
publications, is controversy about 
what Mr. Stone's critics call the use 
of muscle to thwart potentially com-
petitive films about the assassination 
from appearing at the same time as 
his own movie. For Mr. Stone, who 
relishes controversy but prides him-
self on his tolerance for freedom of 
expression, the accusations rankle. 

The main allegation is that Mr. 
Stone and his agents, the Creative 
Artists Agency, tried to thwart pro-
duction of "Libra," a film based on 
the Don DeLillo novel about Oswald. 
Mr. Stone and the agency strongly 
deny any such efforts were made. 

"Oliver Stone wanted to make sure 
he had the only movie coming out on 
the assassination, and he did what he 

had to do to insure that," said Dale 
Pollock, the president of A&M films, 
which owns the film rights to the 
critically acclaimed DeLillo book, a 
fictional exploration of Oswald. 

After considerable turmoil over the 
production of "Libra," the film is 
expected to start production in April 
and is to be directed by John Malko-
vich, the actor. 

It is the contention of Mr. Pollock 
and several others at the independent 
company that the "Libra" film was 
virtually in place when it unraveled 
under pressure. Mr. Pollock said that 
after the film's original director, Jon-
athan Demme, dropped out, a second 
director, Phil Joanou, a rising 29- 

; year-old film maker, became in-
1volved in the project. But after Mr. 
'Stone had a conversation with Mr. 
Joanou — the two men are clients of 
the Creative Artists Agency — the 
young director dropped out. At the 
same time, Home Box Office, which 
expressed interest in the project, also 
dropped out, largely because HBO is 

Continued on Page C21 

.1:Substance 
:And Style 
Criticized  
L'InFK a 	 • 

Uhl .Tni6S / NcA),7119q1 
By BERNARD W ElNRAUB 

I • 	  
Swat to The New York Times 

▪ LOS ANGELES, Nov. 6 — Twenty-.. 
%eight years after the killing of John F. rtKennedy, a film by Oliver Stone about 
iothe. assassination has touched off a 

ye of controversy and accusations 
.-snitelving both the movie's conclu-Zatis and the way the film was made. 

%..ZVith Mr. Stone working virtually 

3V-the-clock to complete the 
e-hour movie, which is scheduled 

merle released across the nation on 
"bee 20, movie executives say that the .-•, act, "J. F. K.," starring Kevin 

tner, will be the most widely dis-
:eltsed movie of the Christmas sea-
-sox. Hollywood is nervous about then 

sun because art array of expensive' 
▪ like "J. F. K.," are being re-. 
,.sed, while box office receipts have, Mummeted over the last year. The 

producers are plainly uneasy 
ntinut the audience reaction to 
Zr.J. F. K_" 
s, At issue in the film, written by Mr. 
;Stone and Zachary Sklar, Is the con-

ent ion that the assassination was the 
..result of a conspiracy and that the 
''„,:Warren Commission was wrong in its .conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald 
"acted alone. The fact that the movie, 
'budgeted at $35 million to $40 million, :eatures Mr. Costner, one of the top 
.stars in Hollywood, and is supported 

ar one of the more prestigious mu-
dios, Warner Brothers, adds consid-
rable weight to the impact of the 

tdilm's thesis, which presents the kill-
:sing as a conspiracy but does not pin-
spoint the conspirators. 

• Mr. Costner plays Jim Garrison, 
the District Atturney of New Orleans 

:in the late 1960's, whose investigation !..'and assertions about a conspiracy 
.were, critics said, fraudulent and 

1riven by a desire for publicity. 
• The Vipers' Nest' • 

s "We describe the forces at play at 
:that time," Mr. Stone said in a tele-
phone interview. "From those forces 
kyou can draw your own conclusion. 
nre deal to a large degree with why 
-Kennedy was killed and the policy 
slats then about Cuba, Vietnam and 

dos." Mr. Stone, who won an Acad-
Award for "Platoon," a Vietnam 
film, said the conspirators were 

:Sit ambiguous. 
-̀'1'1'.11 hope people will respond," he 

..stred. "1 think people smell a rat In the 
:ltarren Commission. My film cer- 
otsinly opens the floorboards and looks 
Zlitb the vipers' nest and raises seri-was. questions about the Warren Corn-
14ission. Whether you accept my con-
ukew 


