
*0•00ettl 1.0.• .47 is 	 211,1".141111 	• - t. 	

no, 1.43 10.000 tt• 
OS. et*. 	O. WO. Pt 

UNITED STATES G 	NMENT 

Memorandum 
To 	: Mr. DeLo c 

FROM : A. Rosen 

susjEc-r: ASSASSINATION. OF 
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY._ 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 

DATE: 

Coll•dvot — 
Cuntod 

_ 

Sun e. 
T ay •I 	 

. 'NOW, 
T.I.. Root. 
Haim*. --. 
Cooly _._ 

It is noted that in June, 1964, Manchester saw the Director 
and asked a number of questions relative to the Director's activities 
on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963. The questions asked by Manchester 
were answered by the Director and detailed memorandum covering this 
interview, dated 6/4/64, was prepared by Mr. Mick-ch. A copy of this  
memorandum is attached. 

REc. &2-/0766 
According to newspaper aceounts, the book is to be publi hed 

---_ -)10)  by Harper AnbRow at the request of Mrs. Kennedy. 

ENC.! 
Company to, see if an advance copy of this book can be obtaine 

- 	• ' 	' 	• /4.•-itj it , •li / Enclosure 
JRM:eem ($) 	

• 

- 	James J. Rowley, Director, U. S. Secret Service, adviseon 	2-. 
that he had received information that the book being written by 	t c.") 
William Manchester concerning the four days surrounding the assassi-/ 	:..1 
nation and funeral of the late President, was to be published in November, 	L. 
1966. Rowley advised he had no additional details concerning this matter 	?.' 
ot1Nr than the fact that Secret Service had, under instructions, cooperated 	e -.73 
with the author in furnishing material forThis book. Ei. 

The book in question is one which Mrs. John F. Kennedy 	c 
t.) commissioned the author, William Manchester, to write. 	ti 
: , 

A 4 Alia 0 i.Vio • ACTION: 

aaed; contact will be had with Harper ant44-Publis ing 
fd.  §  

August 17, 1966 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Shroder 
1 - Mr. Raupach 
1 - Crime Records 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 

It 

PURPOSE: 
1 	

. 

This is to advise that information has been received 
indicating that a book being written by William Manchester, who has' 
been commissioned to do so by Mrs. John F. Kennedy, concerning the 
four days surrounding the assassination and funeral of the late 
President, is to be published in November, 1966. 

DETAILS: 
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0 
WILLIAM MANCHESTER 
AUTHOR. OF KENNEDY BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED I1'' 1969 
APPOINTMENT WITH DIRECTOR, 10:10 A. M., 6-4-64 

DATE: June 4, 1964 • 

By appointment, I introduced William Manchester, who has been - (:.r _  
)imnissioned by Mrs. John F. Kennedy to write a book Auncerning the four days 
Irrounding the assassination and funeral of the late President, to the Director at 
.7:10 a. tn., today in the Director's Office. 

Mr. Manchester first thanked the. Director for seeing him. He explained 
-itt he had already seen approximately 90 people, principally in W2.shington, however, 
td not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief JuStice Warren felt that he sheul 
)t conduct interviews in Dallas until after the Warren Commission report had been iSSUC'• 

r.)  
. 	• In instituting  a series of questions-to the Directir, Mr, Manchester flrst 

quired as to what the Director was doing cr. November 22, 23, 24 arid 25, 1953, 	. 
anchester added-that he would first like to start with November 22, 1963, at the preciF'... 
omen: the Director first received the news that the President had been shot. The 
irector replied that he had just returned from lunch. This was approximately 1:10 p, 
news item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot. The Director 
inlediate3S-izalled the Attorney General who was.at  his home dining with the U, S.- 
t-tornef from New York, Mr. Morgenthau, The Director advised the\Attnrney GnneraIl 
at a news announcement had been made that the President bed been wounded. The 
irector stated he next talked to the SAC of our Office L Dallas, Texas. He was inforn.:-: 
at the President had been wounded and had been Laken to the Pa.rkland Memorial 1-icspi.: 
ite SAC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the ernereent:y 
tom with Kennedy at the same hospital. Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Conaally, ,who were 
ding in the same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it apr.earedt1y.t. 
e shots had come from an upper gory window of the Texas Book Depository BuL:Ainz-7... 
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To Be Published in 1969 
Appointment with Director, 10:10 a. m., 6-4-64 

The Dallas Office additionally advised the Director shortly after 2:00 p. m. 
.hat thy that the President had died. The Director immediately called the Attorney 

..3eneral once again and told him of the death of his brother. At thiS time the Director 

.squired as to whether the Attorney General planned to go to Dallas. The Director stated 

hat he had advised the Attorney General that U such plans were in the making he would 

acilitate his departure and arrival. The Director told Manchester that shortly therm:lei 

Air Dallas Office called once again to indicate that the presidentts body wculd be 
mmediately flown back to Washing-ton and that the Vice President had already been sworn 
'n as President. The Director later called the Attorney General once again and told hint 
.hat the FBI. was moving into the investigation. The Director advised Manchester that tie: 

teBI took this action despite the fact that there was no law making it a Federal vieletioa to 
tssassinate the President. 

At this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the 
assassination of SAC. Shanahan in Chicago, Illinois, in the middle 19202s. There was no 

Federal law against assaulting or murdering an FBI Agent at. that time. The Director 

.31d Manchester he initiated action to make it a Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI 
\gent so thatl;roper action.could be taken in Federal court rather than a local court in 
Rich matters.. 

. The Director told Manchester that if. the FBI had taken custody of 
Lee Harvey Oswald, Jr., Oswald would never have been killed by Jack Ruby. The 
Director stated that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable 

Tectlaticraand rumor. All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas-polIce taken- 
., 

 action to protect Oswald. 

The Director told Manchester that the FBI immediately entered the case, 

respite noaejurlsdiction, and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was made avallai-1-   

the Director stated that en the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately '1:25 la in. 

President Johnsen called him at his home and requested that the FBI take complete chai,: 

3f the case involving the assassination. The Director slated he advised the Prcsic:cat 

hat the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out In 

:matter. The Director also told the President that he was ccncerned about the great 
imount of publicity coming out of 

The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had given cut 

-:onsiderable in:ormation received as a result of FBI findings, particularly from eur 

Laboratory. -He added that on the 4th or 5th day following the assassination he iastiaezted 

Jur SAC in Dallas to contact Chief of Police Curry and order him to make no further-
statements to the press with respect to the ealdence or investigation surreuralieg the 
issassination. The Director told Manchester that this Chief of Police could have told 
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Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book 

To Be Published in 1969 
Appointment with Director, 10:10 a. m., 6-4-64 

lam to go to hell; however, he had recognized the obvious necessity and logic of such 

instructions and had complied. The Director explained to Manchester at some length 

the necessity to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an individual. 

The Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23, 

1963, our Dallp Office had received an anonymous telephone call indicating that plans 

had been made to murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail. The 

FBI informed the Dallas Chief of Police immediately. The Director told Manchester 

that original plans for removal of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p. m. that Saturday, 

night. The Chief of Police, however, changed these pllyns by acceding to the pressure 

of tho press that Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media 

could cover the event. Our Dallas Office again called the Dallas Police Department ca 

Sunday morning, November 24, 1963, and reminded that Department of the same 

anonymous telephone call. At that time the Chief of Police assured our Dallas Office that 

all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald. 

The Director informed Manchester that following the President's call 
. 	, 

at '/:25 p.m.,. November 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions that the FBI do everylliie. 

possible to thoroughly investigate this case. The Director stated that additional 

personnel were immediately sent to Dallas. He told Manchester this was necessary 

inasmuch as our Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, received 

hundreds and hundredS of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forth leads in tlis 
case. 

• 

"` Manchester inquired as to whether-the Director placed any sigitficcuice - 

to the anonymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Osv.-ald. The Director repliad 

that we had no way of knowing at the time whether any importance should be attached er 

not; however, we did have the responsibility to immediately netify the Dallas police, 

which we did. 

The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "pollee taaf:.” 

As a result of his friendship with a number of police officers 'he had easy acceasi:,filly 

to the Dallas Police Department. The Director stated that he did not know whether 

reported insanity was of the sincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not psych:atrisia. 

He stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his °le, Ieet.: 

affectien for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorra.,  

to Mrs..Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas and teat-if; 

against Oswald. 
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Manchester inquired as to the exact location of the Director at the time 

Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1963. The Director replied that he was at 

home. He stated that the Dallas Office contacted him immediately following this event. 

Manchester inquired as to the Director's immediate reaction. The Director replied that 

his first thought was how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of 

civilized justice. The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack 

Ruby and particularly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby and 

Oswald. 

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director was watching television 

at the time of Oswald's murder. The Director replied in the negative. He stated he was 

working on official papers at the time. The Director added that he usually saved Sundays 

to review lengthy documents and memoranda as well as to prepare himself for interviews, 

Irearings, etc. 

Manchester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morning, 

November 22, 1963, prior to the assassination. The Director replied that he was 

conducting. business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that particular 

morning. 

Manchester inquired as to the physical location of the wire service ticker 

machine. He was told that it is located across the hall and that pertinent wire service 

items are brought in to the Director immediately. 

The Director told Manchester that his first conversation on November 22; 

1963, with our Dallas Office occurred at approximately 1:48 p.m. The Director was 

advised at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had 

suffered a mortal wound. The Director mentioned that on the occasion of his second 

call to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also been in 

touch with a number of the Presidential Staff and had been informed of a number of 

details concerning the shooting and the fact that the President had died. 

Manchester inquired as to the Director's opinion of the Attorney General',,  

reaction upon being informed that the President had been shot. The Director replied 

that the Attorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested that 

the Director keep him informed of any further facts received concerning this matter. 

The Director told Manchester that the Attorney General is usually very quiet in manner 

until he has all the necessary facts of a giVen situation. The Director stated that the 

Attorney General was not the explosive type unless he became angry. 
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Manchester told the Director that the President's call to the Director at 

1:25 p.m., November 22, 1963, appearOd to be one of the first calls that the President 

nade upon returning to Washington that evening. The Director replied that he would 

iurmise that this was correct. The Director added that our investigation proceeded 

"orthwith; however, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the 

President decided to name a Presidential Commission to look into the assassination. 

the Director told Manchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Commission 

within ten days after the President had set up this body. The Director stated that he 

)ersonally had appeared before the Warren Commission lend that he considered their 

piestioning of him to be quite thorough. He stated that Vlioroughness was nccessary on 

she part of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in (it-telling gossip and 

specelation in the future. The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will 

zontinue concerning this case, especially in Europe where there is widespread gossip 

concerning a supposed conspiracy, for many years. 

- " • The Director told Manchester that the statement that some of the 

information may be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further 

rumor. Manchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in this 

regard inasmuch as not just any individual should be allowed to look at the classified 

material sent to the Commission by some agencies. The Director replied that the issue 

in point is such that excessive precautions of security is unwise. The Director explained 

that he had never been a great believer in wasteful precautions or goicg overboard 

regarding excessive security. He stated that an item is either classified or else it isn't 

classified, The Director gave examples of leaks.in Government that have given several 

Presidents extreme cause and worry. He stated that the FBI is usually celled upon to • 

investigate these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their 

sources. The Director stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sources that quite 

naturally the sources would dry up. 

Manchester inquired of the Director as to whether the assaeeieation cae.c 

became one of major concern following the President's call at 7:25 	Nevon*er 

1963. The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FIJI Led already 

entered this case. He added„ however, that after the President's call 1;:e_t:111. 0.1 (.1t-t 

doing such things as working around the clock, sending a Washington-based I'M ()Mee:: 

to Dallas and adding approximately 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel complement, TI:e 

Director stated thatwe still have at least 50 men who are tied op in miming dovet lee de 

on this particular case threoghout the FBI's service. He stated that this ease will never 

be closed from an investigative point of view inasmuch as we will continually receive 

leads, many from mental cases, which necessarily have to he checked out • 

04/ 



of Kennedy Book 

10:10 km., 6-4-64 
41 

+eLoach to Mohr 6-4-64 
William Manchester, Author 
To Be Published in 1969 
Appointment with Director, 

- 	 4.5.;44:111#54'.41:41p;.41,44440;:iii.,1,,gr 
A:1". 

. 	. Manchester asked if the matter of a President being assassinated not 

sing a Federal crime had ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else, 

ccording to the Director's knowledge. The Director replied that there had been no 

iseussion to any extent. He stated the matter had just never been considered. 

Manchester inquired as to whether the FBI had prior material on Oswald 

efore the assassination. The Director replied that we did have some information 

egarcling Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in nature. The Director then explained 

t some length the background of Oswald. He told Manchester of the press releases that 

)swald made in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswald', employment in a factory in 

Pinsk, Russia, and of the fact that Oswald had later returned to Moscow. The Director 

ta.ted that he certainly did not understand why the Department of State had failed to have 

)swald sign an affidavit forfkitting his American citizenship at the trie Oswald returned 

3 Moscow and visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the 

tate Department claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an 

xtraditable crime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no sign.ed affidavit was taken from 

im. s The Director again deplored the failure to have such an affidavit executed. 
•• 

The Director continued that we had interviewed Oswald within two or three 

ays following his arrival in the United States. He explained that we, of course, desirad 

a find out if Oswald had been recruited as an intelligence agent by the Soviet Union. The 

nrector told Manchester that this did not appear to be true. He added that Oswald had 

las_sified himself as a Marxist rather than a communist. The Director-added that 

YsIgald had later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street staabble _ 

lath anti-Cistroites over leaflets being handed out by Oswald. The Director told 

4anchester that Oswald could best be termed a "loner." He explained Oswald's 

oiaraerilcations with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald 

ad never joined the Party. The Director told of the incidents surrounding-  Oswalci's 

.ttempt to 1:111 General Walker in Dallas. He added that Oswald's wife', Marina, had 

dvised us et this incident following the assassination. The Director summarized this 

,art of the interview by indicating there appeared to be nothing in Oswald's background 

/kith would reflect that he was a man of violence and most certainly nothing which 

iicated that Oswald had any intentions of assassinating the President. 

Manchester asked if the Director did not find it odd that Mrs. Oswald 

lad failed to tell anyone about the attempted assassination of General Walker until after 

he murder of President Kennedy.. The Director replied that he did not fhid this odd in 

lew of the cold relationship between Oswald and his wife, the language barrier on the 

part of Mrs.. Oswald and the fact that Mrs. Oswald did not have the natural instinets of 

al American woman but to the contrary had a different attitude altogether. He stated La 

)laced no sicatificance in Mrs. Oswald's failure to advise of this incident prior to the 

assassination. 
GVer\ 
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,• 	The Director told Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate 
t the motivations of Oswald to kill the President.. The Director stated it was entirely 
'ssible Oswald may have wanted to kill Governor John Connally. He explained that 
;wald had written communications to Governor Connally protesting his particular type 
discharge from the U. S. Marine Corps. The Director added that President Kennedy 

an intellectuAl liberal type. He stated that President Kennedy had been desirous of 
eping peace with honor. He stated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co-existence 
American Myle. The Director added that the President, although he had been firm 

dealings with Khrushchev, had a fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and the 
‘viet Union. The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to 
11 the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against 
e Communist Party and Chairman Khrushchev. 

Manchester speculated that perhaps the communists, including Oswald, 
3 not like the relationship between the late President and Khrushchev; therefore, the 
.mmunists desired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their 
sired philosophy could be removed. The Director replied that this was entirely 
ssible; hb,.vever, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was not 
person to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchev had a very cold and evil mind. 
le Director, at this point, gave examples of Ithrushchev"s understanding of the English 
ng,uage despite the fact that he had'crroyanovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him 
all times while on his visits to the United States. The Director told Ma.nchestcr that 
had always felt it better to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins once.in 

Bile rather; than to boot-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev 
sically an oriental and that individuals opposing-erientals usually lost face in the 
iental's opinion when fear or trepidation was shown. 

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and 
sponsibilities allowed him to participate personally in the funeral ceremonies. • The 
rector replied in the negative. He stated he had been at his desk constantly. Ile . 
ded that he had issued instructions that FBI personnel particin:.te officially in the 
remonies by assisting Secret Service as much as possible. The Director spoke of the 
my ;visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from the 
cite House to St. Matthew's Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special 
vents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthew's 
,thedral. He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President v.-as 
early a.function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have 
sisted when.called upon. The Director briefly advised Manchester at this poInt of the 
mediate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual shooting. lie told 
tnchester that leads had spread to Mexico as well as throughout the entire United States. 
erelore, it has been necessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as to 
pervise this matter. . 
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At this point I reminded Manchester of his previous statement to me that 

had to be at the White House at 11:15 a. m. Manchester thanked the Director twice 

)on his departure and stated that he was very appreciative d the Director's cooperation 

id considerable,time taken from a busy schedule to be of assistance. 

CTION: 

The Director may desire to send the Attorry General the .attached letter 

idicating that he had seen Manchester. 

• 
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Reference is made to the attached mepiorandum from Mr. "'"- 	--. '<7• - 
•:'. Rosen to Mr. DeLoach dated 8/17/66 reflecting that James J. Rowley,( 

Director, U. S. Secret Service, had advised that the book being 	. 	, •r::: . 
written by William Manchester concerning the four days surrounding  

.._ 	_ 
the assassination and funeral of the late President was to be published 	

) 

in November, 1966. It will be recalled that Manchester was commis- 
sioned by Mrs. John F. Kennedy to write this book and that Manchester  
-interviewed the Director extensively on 6/4/64 concerning the Director's 	tN, .1.'.  •• ,, 
'activities on the days in question.  

, 	• • 	 L. f: y is)   
.ry 	• 

On 8/23/66 SA Frank ling, New York Office, te ephonically N45{I"  
'; 	advised my office that the New York Office has checked with_ arper and3'v1 rq 

Row Publishing Company, New York City, publishers of this kook..  It 
has been determined that although it was originally planned that this 
book would be published in November, 1966, it has now been determined.  
that the earliest time when it can be published is April, 1967. SA Illi 
advised that the New York Office has ariinged with the publishers 
get an advance copy of this book as soon as one is available, proba 
in January, 1967, and will furnish such advance copy to the Burea 
immediately upon receipt. The New York Office will closely follow 
with the publishers on this matter. 

. ACTION 

My Office will closely follow with the New York Office to 

1? 	4•/61060 --  
insure that an advance copy of this book is secured as soon as one i 	

t 
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