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: “oare: June 4, 1964 ;
from 1 C, D, DeLoachg” . - S - ,‘.}(, ﬁ

_ Wl
SUBJECT: ~_ WILLIAM MANCHESTER T N
43’1 + AUTHOR OF KENNEDY BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED IN 1969 3 T
//' ) ' APPOINTMENT WITH DIRECTOR, 10:10 A,M,, 6-4-64 o
' " ' ' N
By appointment, I introduced William Manchester, who has MM’:'U,

commissioned by Mrs. John F, Kennedy to write a bogk concerning the four days
sarrounding the assassination and funeral of$he late President, to the Djrector at '
10:10 2, m., today in the Director's Office, _ASacsrmativs) & Prevden
- Jehn £ Kewnwedy . oo

| Mr, Manchester first thanked the Director for sceing him(H€ explained (\ -
that he had already scen approximately 90 people, [..licipally in Washington; however, N
had not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he should
not conduct interviews in Dallas until after the Warren Commission report had been issu

~
!

' - /) S
‘ In instituting a series of questions to the Directcr, Mr. Manchester i_gét)i

inquired s to what the Director was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963, /— &
Manchester added that he would first like to start with November 22, 1963, at the precisg:
moment the Director first received the news that the President had been shot, The g
Director replied that he had just returned from lunch, This was approximately 1:10 p. me’
A news item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot. The Directory,. .~

. Immediatecly called the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the U, 8. E =

Attorney from New York, Mr., Morgenthau, The Director advised the Attorney General 0
that a news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded, The c
Director stafed he next tzlked to the SAC of our Office {n Dallas, Texas. He was informec &,
that the Pzﬁesident had been wounded and had been taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospital ;%
The SAC a;so advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergency
room with:Kennedy at the same hospital, Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs, Connally, who were
riding in t?jxe same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it appeared that
the shotg liad come from an upper sdry window of the Texas Book Depository Building.
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£ppointZaent with Director, 10:10 a, m., 6-4-64

. The Dulas Office additionally ndvised the Director shortly after 2:00 p,o. i
that day thot the President had died. The Director immediately called the Attorney .
General once again and told him of the death of his brother, At this time the Director

JInauired as to v.hather the Attorney General planned to go to Dallas, The Director state
that he had advised the Attorney General that if such plans were in the making he would
facilitate hisrdeparture and arrival, The Dircctor told Manchester that shortly thereaftc
cur Lallas Cifice called once aga‘n to indicate that the President’s body would be
immediately flown back to V/ashington and that the Vice President had already been swor
in as President, The Direclor later called the Attornéy General once again and told him : .
that the FEI was moving inlo the inveslization. The Director advised Manchester that ti \

FEI took this action despite the fact that there was no law making it a Federal violation t
asgassinate the President. ! - C el

- At this point the Cirector gave Manchester a brief history of the .
assassination of SAZ Shanahan in Chicago, Ilinois, in the middle 1920%s, There was no
Fedéral law agzinst assaulling or murdering an ¥BI Agent at that time, The Director N
told Manchester he fnitiated 2ction to make it a Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI

Agent s0 that proper action cculd ke taken in Federal court rather than a local court in
such matters, L

The Director told Manchestcr that if the FBI had taken custody of
. Lee Harvey Oswald, Jr., Ozwald wculd never have bezn killed by Jack Ruby, The
Director statce that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable _
speculation and rumor, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas, police taken
proper actiofn to protect Oswald, LI e E

— .

, The Directer told Manchester that the FBY immediately ehtered the case, .
=spite ren-jurisdicificn, and that vie interviewed Oswald as socn as he was made available
The Director stuted that on the ¢vening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:25 p. m..
President Jchnson ezlled him at his Lorze and requested that the FBI take complete charge
of the case inveiving the assazsination, The Director stated he advised the President

. that the FBI hind already enterec the case and that we would, of course, go 21l out in this
matter, The Dircctor also told the Zresident that he was ccncerned about the great
~ amount ¢f publicity coring out of Dallas, : . _ ' :

' The Director then toid Muanchoster that the Dallas police had given cut -
cnsiderable {nfcrmation received as a result of FBI findings, particularly from cur L
ahoratery, He added that on the 4th or 5th day following the assassination he instructed
ur SLC in Dallns to contzct Chief of Police Curry and order him to make no further .. -
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atements Lo the rress with respect to the evidence or investigation surrcunding the B
cassiiztion, 7. . Livector told Manchester that this Clhief of Police could have told "~~~

A 2« 'o"/\‘

- >§"W’ P o i e
L3 ada #- 0 b ; - gl X021 S, 4-"&’..,*\,\ ey Nl ‘f-._-u g A

YR T T Ty T I I T R UYL T W TR g et : B

‘:?;“. TSR ’,,._ " j i voo o ‘ . '

3
a

EXe

oo

R e 2




. h 7 l"-

DcLeach to ITohr  6..4-64 . : ‘. o
- Re: Villiam i nchester, Author of Xenned:r Book e
To Be ¥yllished in 1959 . E
~ Appointhcnt with Director, 10:10 a, m,, 6-4-64

.4 .4

him to go to hell; howévcr, he had recognized the obvious necessity and logiéraf such .
instructions and had comglied, The Dircctor explained to Manchester at some length -

the nccessily to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an individua.

The Dirvector told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23,

1963, our Dallas Clfice had received an anonyraous telephone call indicating that plans
had been madz to murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail, The
FBI jinformed the Dallas Chicf of Folice immediately, The Director told Manchester
that origiral plans for removal of Oswald had been made for 10:00 P. m, that Saturday -
night, The Chief of Police, however, changed thes plans by acceding to the pressure
of the press thot Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media
could cover the event, Cur Lallas Citice aguin called the Dallas Police Department on’
Sunday morring, November 24, 1963, and reminded that Department of the same '
anonymous telephone call, At that time the Chief of Police assured our Dallas Office tk
all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald, - -~ - oo s

. The Dix*thor informed Manclkester that following the President's call
at 7:25 p. m. ,- l'ovembar 22, 1963, he gave specific instructions that the FEI do everyth
possible to thoroughly investigate this case, The Dircctor stated that additional _
parsonnel w?ire immcdiately sent to Dallas, H» told Manchester this was necessary
fnasmuch as‘cur Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, reccivec
hundreds and handreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forth leads in this
case, ! ' o '

, : LIanchester intuired as to whether the Director placed any significance
to the anciymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald, The Director replic
that we had no way of Imcwing at the time whether any importance should be attached or
not; hawever, we did have the responsibility to immediately notify the Dallas police, -
which we did, ' L '

- . he Director charicterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a *police buff,
As a resylt of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility
to the Dollas I'~lice Cepartment. The Director stated that he did not know whether Ruby
reporlg;d insanity wes of the incere or faked type imuismuch as we were not psychiatrist.
He sialc that Fuby . given the excuse that he had killed Oswald bacause of his obviou.
offcction for the iate President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow
to Mrs, Kennedy fnasmuch as she would necessarily have to ret:upn to Dallas and testify
azainst Oswald, T . ' . T
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l R Manchester inquired as to the exact Jocztion of the Dxrector at the time
i Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1953, The Director replied that he was at .
Lome. He stated that the Dallas Office contac.tcd him immediately following this event,"
Manchester inquired as to the Director's immediate reaction, The Director replied that
Lis first thought was ho‘v such an event could take place, particularly under a system of
civilized justice, The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack

Ruby and pullcu‘arly to ascertain if there had been a relat1onsh1p between Ruby and
Osw ald. ’

———— T r——————— i b - e o

Manchester inquired as to whether the’Du ector was watching telev151on
at the time of Osweld’s mirder, The Dircctor rcphed in the negative, He stated he was
wvorking on official papers at the tim2. The Director added that he usually saved Sunday:

to review lengthy cocuments and m ‘moz anda as well as to prepare himself for interview:
hearings, etc, - : :

A - .-

: Man thester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morning, .- -
Novejmber 22, 1965, prior to the assassinaticn, The Director replied that he was -
concucting business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that particular
morning, ' ; - ' '

JOU

: Liaznchester inquired as to the phrsical location of the wire service ticker
machine, He was told that it is located across the Lall and that pertinent wire service

items are brought in to the Director immediately, ' : - :

' .+ The Lrector told Manchester tlzt his first conversation on November 22,
© 1963, with cvr D:llas Cifice occurred at appro:imately 1:48 p. m. The Direcior was
advised rt that time that the President was rot believed to be dead yet but that he had
sufferced 2 mortal wound, The Dircetor mentioned that on the occasion of his second
call to the Ailciney Ce -.::..1, the Attorney General kad indicated that he had also been in
touch with 2 number ¢f .uz Presidentinl Staff and had been informed cf a number of
chnils,, cencerning the shooti: g and the fact that the Presn‘lﬂrt had dled.

Maazhzster mquix é¢ as to the 1"1“e tor's opxmon of the ;-t orney Genzralle
rcmc*xqﬂm)on Lairg falcrmed that the Prezicent had been shot, The Cirector replicd
that Ly {* ttorney (‘ 2neral had been silent for a f2w ri.onments and had then requaested that
tha2 Dt gelor keed him infcrimed cf any further fi.cts received concerning this niatter, w
The Circctor told Manchester that the Attorney General is usually very quiet in manner
until he las ell the recessary facts of a given siluation, The Director stated that the ™
Mtorney General was not the explosive type unlcss he beca,ne angrye . ..° L. - -
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lea. 3, mnny from mental cases, which necessarily have.to be checked out,~ -

DeLeach to Liohr  6-4-54 o

Re: V/il'' 1 Licnchester, Author of Xennedy Book ' -
To i3e Fublished in 1969 o P
Appointiient with Cirector, 10:10 a.m,, 6-4-64 '

: “anchester told the Director that the President’s call to the Director at
7:25 pom., Novew: v 22, 1963, appenrddto be one of the first calls that the President
made upon relurning to V.ashington that evening, The Director replied that he would:
surmise that this was correct, The Dircctor added that our investigation proceeded
forthwiih; howevar, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the
Presicont deciczd to name 2 Presidential Commission to look into the assassination, -
The LCirector ictd Manchaster that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Commissic
withig ten c~ys after the President had set up this body, The Director stated that he
personally had appaared before the Warren Commissi{m and that he considered their -
Guestioning of him to be quite thorouzh, Me stated that thoroughness was necessary on
the part of the Conimission fnasruch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip anc
speculnticn fn t:2 future, The LCirector quickly added, however, that rumors will
contitjue concerning this case, ecpecially in Eurcpe where there is widespread gossip
concerning a supposed conspiracy, for many years, '

. Id

ARSI E

) The Director told Manchester thot thz statement that some of the
information may be withheld by the Warren Commissicn naturally gave rise to further
rumor. Lianchester renlied that he cculd understand the Chief Justice®s statement in thi
regard inasmuch as aot just any individazl ehould be allowed to look at the classified
material sent tc the Commission by some agencies, The Director replied that the issue
in poiut is such that cxcessive precauticns cf securily is unwise, The Director explainec
that he had never been a grcat believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard
regarcing excessive sccurily, He staled that an item is either classified or else it isn't
classilied, , Thz Director gave examples of lcaks in Government that have given several
Presidents cxtrerme cause and worry, He.stated that the FBI is usually called upon to
investigate these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their
sourccs. The Cirector s’ated that if newspapermen did reveal such sources that quite .
naturally the scurces weould dry up, s -

Liznckester inouired of the Director zs to whethar the assassination case
bzcame gnz ¢f major cencern folowing the Presicent’s call at 7:25 p. m,, November 22,
1963, T e Lircctor stated that as he had previcusly indicated, the FBI had already
entered this case. He waded, however, that after the President's call we went all out in
doing SL'..ngl things as worling around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI official
to C&lles and adaing cuproxinntely 30 Agents Lo the Dallas personnel complement, The
LCirceror :tated {latwve still have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leacs
on Uiis particular case thrcughout the FBI's service, He stated that this case will never
L2 closed fro:a an investigative point of view inasmu.:h as we will continually receive
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Dcuc*c 1 lo Kchr  6-4-.64

Re: Villinm . umchf*stcr2 Avthor of I\cnnedy Book
To Be Fublished in 1269
Lprointatent with Duu‘lox, 10:10 &n,, 6- 4 64

Ifanchester asled if the matter cf a P"e51dent beinff assassinated not T
being a Federal crime had ever beer discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else, ‘ s
according te the Dircctor’s knowledge, The Director replied that there had been no o
discussion to any e::tcnt He stated the m‘.tter had just never been con51dered.

+  Llonchester inquired as to w hclhnr the I'BI had prior matenal on Oswald
Lefore th2 assassination. The Dircctor replicd that we did have some information
regarcing Oswal d, however, it was quite flimsy in nature, The Director then explained
at sotie length the bclground of Oswald, He told Manchester of the press releases that
Oswald made in Foscow. He told Lianchester of Oswald's employment in a factory in
Minsk, Russiz, and of the fact that O:zwald had later returned to Moscow, The Director
stated that L:e certainly did rnot understand why the Department of State had failed to have
Oswald sign an afficavit forfeitting his American citizeaship at the tme Oswald returned
to Ifoscow and-visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the
State Department claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an .
extraditable crime in the Soviot Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from
‘him. The Director again deplored Lac {zilure to have such an affidavit executed,

The Dircctor continued thot we kad interviewed Czwald within two or thre il
days following his arrival fn the United States. He explained that we, of course, desirec '
to find out if Osz'wald had bean recruited as en intellizence agent by the Soviet Union. Th
Director told Monchester that this did not appear to be true. He added that Oswald had
classiiied himself as a LInoxist rathar than a communist, The Director added that ;
Oswald had later teen intarviewed in Mew Orleans after getting into a street squabble
with anti-Castroitcs over leaflets Lzing handed out Ly Oswald, The Director told
Manchester that Oswald could best be termed a "oner,* Ee explained Oswald?s

cawwniizstions with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald
had rever joined tie Party. The Direclor told of th2 incidents surrounding Oswald's
attempt to kill General Walker fn Callas. He added ihut Oswald’s wife, Marina, had
advised us cf this incident following the assassination. The Director summarized this
gt of the Intervicw by indicating there appearced to be nothing in Cswald's background .
wldch would reflect that he wvas a mian of violence and most certainly nothing wluch
indicated that Cswald had any intenlions of accassinaling the President, . . L
Pe p
. b rforchesjer acked if the Circetor did not find it odd that Nrs. Cswad
hac . .,e;l to tll anyone about th2 altempied ascassination of General V/alker urtil after
the 1=+ :r of President Kennedy., The Director replied that he did not {ind this odd in
vizv L. he cold relationship betwecn Osvald and his wife, the language barrier on the -
part of Lirs. Osvald and tihe fact that Mrs, Osveald did not have the natural instincts of
on loserizon woran but to the contrary had a different attituce altogether, He stated he
- places no sirnificance In Mrs. Cswald's failure to advxse of this incident prior to the
assassination, - - - . e e e {,r e e -
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"4 -7 e Lirector tcld Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate
on the motivations ¢ Oswzld Lo kill the President. The Director stated it was entirely ;
possible Csvwald may have wanted to kill Governor Jihn Connally, He explained that = °
Csvald hod written communicaticns to Governor Connally protesting his particular type
of discharge from the U. S. Marine Corps. The Eirector added that President Kennedy
vaas an intellectu: 4 liberzl types He stzted that President Kennedy had been desirous of
keeping pzace with honor. He slated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co-exister
--American lyle, The Director acdzd that the President, although he had been firm

in hig dezlings with Xhrushehev, had a fairly good ralationship with Khrushchev and the
Sovict Union., The LCireclor summed up by statind that Oswald could not have desired to
kill the President hecause the Presidont had daalt harshly, or spoken harshly, against
the Comnunist Zarty and Clairman Klu’ushchev.' o IR . '

IZcnches'er spcclillr_ted that perhaps the communists, including Oswald, :

© ¢id net like the relationship between the late Precident and Khrushchev; therefore, the

commnuunicts dasired to do awway with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their
desired philoscpity ¢- .1d be removed, The Circctor replied that this was entirely
possible; however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was not
a person to bz trusted and tha. Chairmen Khrushchev had a very cold and evil mind,

The Directcr, zt this point, gove eramples of Khrushchev®s understanding of the Englisk
lanzuage dasiile the fact that he had-Gioyanovsly, an cxcellent interpreter, with him

at a1l times v-hile on'his visits to the United States, The Director told Manchester that
he had always falt it botier to kick individuals liks Khrushchev on thae shins once ina
while rather thonto boco-lick them. The Dircctor explained that Ithrushchev was.
basically an oricntal zrd that individaals cpposing orientals usually lost face in the =
oriental’s c¢pinion whan fear or trepidation was shown, - - S e '

rmrelester guired s to whether the Director®s duties and : oy
respensibilitias alloved him to pariizipate persorally fa the funeral cereinonies, The °
Dircctor replicd in te ncgative, FHe stated ke 1ad been at his desk constantly, He
agded that ha2 hod $35ued instrections that FBI parsonacl participate officially in the
ceremonies by ass siing Secret Service as much s po:sible, The Director spoke cf the
many visiling for-2ign dignitaries and of the danvers ian olved in the march from the
Vihite ilouse to Sty Matlthew's Cathizdral, He told Minchester that over 40 Special
£ ots Rad beon c.esigned 2o assict Secrel Saervice, rarticularly at St. Matthew'’s '
Carioaral, Ee [urdher fold hlanchaster that the authority to protect the Presicert was
clerxiy a acrction of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have’
z-sistad when 2alled upon, Thie Cirector briefly advised Manchester at this point of the
imcdiate widespread ramifications of this case following the actual shooting. He told

 Biw..chesier that leads had sprezd to Mexico as well as throughout the entire United State
' Thevsicre, it has bean necessary ior him personally to remain at his desk so as to .
. . . . : . ’ 1 e v epee e e A
suzevvise this mattery - = et T et .
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Lbthis point I 1cn~mded Manchester ol his
he had to be ot the VWhite jlcuse at 11:15 a, m. Manchester thanked the Director twice

upon his dexnrture and stated that he was very appieciative of the Dxrector's cooperatmz
and co: 1s..u.1ttl le time talen from a busy schcdule to be of a.851stance.

previm.s statement to me that

Tha Dxrcctor m2y desire to scnd the A(tt')rney General the attached letter
indicating thut he had scen Manchester. .
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