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CASKET ARRIVES: Vernon Oneal's hearse delivers JFK's casket to hospital. 

Manchester says, over the objections of 
the Dallas County Medical Examiner, who 
wanted either an immediate autopsy as 
prescribed by law, or a release signed by 
the appropriate authority. The account 
describes scuffling among officials -
which witnesses say never took place. 

It attributes unflattering statements 
and behavior to the judge, funeral director 
and police officer, which they deny. 

The account then goes on to describe 
the Johnson oath-taking ceremony aboard 
the Presidential plane amid abrasive rela-
tions between Kennedy and Johnson aides. 

Manchester also tells about the flight back 
to Washington aboard Air Force One, 
bearing the body of Mr. Kennedy, his 
newly sworn successor, their wives and 
their official parties. After reading Man-
chester's account, Judge Ward said flatly: 
"These are not the events as I remember 
them. I don't know where he (Manchester) 
got his information." 

In his book, Manchester describes a 
heated argument between Kennedy aides 
who wanted to remove the body, and Dr. 
Earl Rose, the Dallas medical examiner, 
who suggested an immediate autopsy as 

Exclusive Interviews With 3 Muni Prncomit at 
Hospital When JFK's Body Was Removed 

By JIM WHELAN 
William Manchester's book, "The Death of a President," is a distort-

ed, slanted, twisted account of events following the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy. It is riddled with misquotes, exaggerations and mistakes. In 
fact, the book is likely to mislead millions of readers. 

That is not the judgment of The ENQUIRER. It is the judgment of 
three eyewitnesses who participated in events at Parkland Hospital after 
the tragedy in Dallas, Tex., on Nov. 22, 1963. 

MANCHESTER 	 For in exclusive interviews with The ENQUIRER, all three have di- 
rectly contradicted Manchester's version of 
those events. Those witnesses are: 

• Judge Theron Ward, who approved the 
removal of the President's body prior to an 
autopsy. 

• Funeral director Vernon Oneal, who 
provided the Kennedy coffin. 

• And Police Sergeant Robert Dugger, 
the highest-ranking police officer at the hos-
pital. 

All three were present 
at Parkland before and dur-
ing the removal of the dead 
President's body to Love 
Airfield for the flight back 
to Washington, D.C. 

All three are prominently 
mentioned in Manchester's 
book, serialized in Look 
magazine, which purported 
to describe events at the 
hospital and the return 
flight. And all three now say 
that the Manchester version 
of the hospital drama is rid-
dled with shocking errors. 

Said Judge-Ward: "It nev-
er dawned on me that this 
man was going to twist things 
around. If the rest of the 
book is like the article, he is 
as far off as a snowball in 
hell." 

Said Oneal: "The man has 
exaggerated everything and 
misquoted everybody." 

Said Dugger: "The story is 
slanted. Some of it I disagree 
with wholeheartedly." 

These eyewitness state-
ments are lengthening the 
shadows of doubt recently 
cast on the accuracy of Man-
chester's account. 

His claim that Kennedy ad-
viser Kenneth O'Donnell was 
not present at President 
Johnson's swearing-in cere-
mony aboard Air Force One 
that fateful afternoon has al-
ready been discredited. 

O'Donnell himself said that 
he was standing afMrs. Ken-
nedy's side during the swear-
ing-in. 

A dramatic, official photo 
(right) of the oath-taking cere-
mony — clearly showing O'-
Donnell standing next to 
Mrs. Kennedy — has been 
circulated around the world. 

Now, more grave doubts 
are being raised. 

Manchester describes Lyn-
don B. Johnson's hurried de-
parture from Parkland, fol-
lowed by an alleged con-
troversy at the hospital over 
the removal of Mr. Ken-
nedy's body. 

The body was removed, 

WITNESS: Judge Theron 
Ward was an eyewitness to ' 
the controversial events out-
side Parkland Hospital. 

prescribed by law in all mur-, 
der cases. 

Dr. George Burkley, the 
President's personal physi-
cian, sided with the aides, ac-
cording to Manchester. And 
Judge Ward, a Justice of the, 
Peace, was called in to re-
solve the dispute. 

Manchester quotes Judge 
Ward as saying he could do, 
nothing, but was obligated to 
order the autopsy if a homi-
cide was suspected. 

And he quotes the judge 
directly as saying: "This is,  
just another homicide case 
as far as I'm concerned." 

Judge Ward was flabber-
gasted when he read that. He 
told The ENQUIRER: "I never 
said it was just another homi-
cide case. I didn't intend to 
hold the body, but I wanted 
to check a point of law. I 
said I would handle the mat-
ter as efficiently as I could. 

"I released the body in the 
interests of the American 
people and not for the sake of 
any one person. In my mind, 
there was no decision to be 
made — I wasn't going to 
stand in the way of the Presi-
dent's body leaving." 

At another point, Manches= 
ter says Judge Ward attempt-
ed "to take Dr. Burkley's 
arm." But "the arm was with-
drawn." 

But Judge Ward said: "Dr. 
(Continued on next page) 

All Say Manchester's Book 
Is Full of Shocking Errors 

O'DONNELL WAS THERE: Photo shows Kenneth O'Donnell (right) at Mrs. Ken- 

Page 24 	NATIONAL nedy's side as President Johnson takes oath of office. Photo circulated around the 
ENQUIRER world refutes statement in Manchester's book that O'Donnell wasn't present. 
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OUTSIDE PARKL, 	HOSPITAL: Secret Service man comes donning from car f right J in which President 
is tot sibby Dallas Pollee Chief Jesse Carr as onlookers watch solemnly 

had a wall-to-wall carpeted Slumber Room, piped 
religious music, a coffee bar for hungry relatives 
of loved ones." 

In angry reply, Oneal said: "He painted me 

and my place like something out of Mars. Near-
ly every modern funeral home has carpeting. 
And we don't have a coffee bar to serve bereaved 
families. We serve coffee, 
but we don't have a stove 
or cook anything, as he'd 
have people believe." 

Oneal added: "I've 
been here 34 years and 
I don't make it hard on 
anyone when it conies to 
money." 

Sergeant Dugger, now 
retired from the Dallas 
police force, was appalled 
by Manchester's refer-
ences to him. 

The author says Dug-
thought Dallas looked 

like a -hick town," and was ashamed to he a 

Texan because of the delay in permitting ..IFK's 
body to leave. 

"I did not think Dallas was a hick town," 

Dugger said "When Mrs. Kennedy said she had 
to get her husband's body hack to Washington, I 

PERATIHG ROOM where Presia 	Kn 	Jd ent enedy e. 
figured who was I to stop the President's wife?" 

be. It had the finest velve, lining that is put in a casket. When the body was wheeled out of the hoe- 
"Nobody tried to block tme casket, as Manchester sus ; • 'pita', Manchester says "the agents and Sergeant 

:. Kennedy walked r ht hi side the casket. She never get bugger were pushing." 

re than a foot away from t. There were no arguments." 	Du.tger said "That wasn't the case at all. I 

.nchester descrik 	ieal's funeral home this way: -IC was at the head of the casket and I didn't touch 
or push anyone. I could see Dr. 
Rose's position and if he had 
tried to stop me I probably would 
have stopped. 

"Ile did not try to physically 
stop us. Ile just stepped aside. 

"It is true that the first time 
we started to Move the body, Dr. 
Rose was highly excited. 

"But there was no violence. 
"I don't know where Maaches-

ter got that bit about a police-
man 'fingering a nistrt" 

Dagger confirmed it was Oneal 
who put Jackie's ring on the 
President's finger — and not 
the orderly. as Manchester says. 

"The Pestle of a President" 
won't be published in book term 
until later this spring. But sonic 
experts are already saying it will 
be a best seller. Others. however, 
are asking en what best-seller 
list — fiction or nonfiction. 

DAY OF THE MURDER: 'P r,•• 	applauds his 	, 	Worth, Tex., 

Chamber of Commerce breo'rfast, only a few hours be 	he wcs killed. 
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