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Reflecting on the squabble 
- over William Manchester's 
, book, it is hard to resist the 

feeling that the murder of 
President John F. Kennedy 
was such a monstrous evil 
that men's lives will long be 
tainted by it. 

In a sense the anguish in 
New York last week was an-
other of the dark tragedies 
spreading as endlessly as 
sound waves since the shots 
were fired in Dallas. The quar-
rel over "The Death of a 
President" was a particularly 
miserable affair with the sin-
gular distinction of hurting 
absolutely everyone involved. 

Even American character 
came off poorly in the 
i 

	result- 
, ng publicity. It has been a 

while since an unlovelier corn-
, 
- mentary on the subject has 

%appeared anywhere than that 
• which was contained in The 
- Wall Street Journal's account 

ti - of what the Manchester book 
supposedly tells about the 
'tragic trip back from Dallas 

after the assassination. 
Alluding to a reference in 

the still unpublished book, the 
Journal reported that on ar-
riving in Washington, Kennedy 
men and Johnson men actual-
ly tussled for possession of the 
dead President's casket, even 
dropping it at one point." 

Not Soon Forgotten 

That there was any such 
horrible scene is passionately 
denied by certain persons 
aboard Air-Force 1 that day. 
But now the story is aboard 
and, true or otherwise, it will 
not be soon forgotten. 

With grace and courage, 
Jacqueline B. Kennedy has en-
dured since the morning of 
Nov. 22, 1963, almost more 
agony than a human being can 
bear. Yet the hullabaloo in 
New York last week unleashed 
criticism and gossip about her 
that chips away at the exalted 
position she has occupied 
since the splendors of Arling-
ton. 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
who was having troubles  

enough at the time with .T. 
Edgar Hoover, was doused 
with another wave of unwant-
ed publicity. It included the 
usual quota of comment that 
he was being ruthless and ar-
rogant and was trying to have 
history written in a manner 
that suited his purpose. 

President Johnson was tar-
nished by the spate of stories 
reporting that the book de-
picts him as crude, heartless 
and greedy for power in the 
hours after the murder of his 
predecessor. 

Honor, Reliability Questioned 

Certainly Manchester was 
hurt. His honor and his relia-
bility were questioned by his 
adversaries, including Mrs. 
Kennedy, who commissioned 
the book. The way he handled 
sale of the manuscript in light 
of the agreement he had en-
tered into with the Kennedys 
was dubious at best. 

Furthermore, he can now 
have little joy or satisfaction 
in bringing out a book in such 
circumstances, p a r tic ularly 
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