Pt 2s/6 €
Hope For Agreement On

Kennedy Book Brightens

NEW YORK (AP)—Hopes for
an agreement between Look
.| Magazine and Mrs. John F.

Kennedy in their dispute over
‘| publication of the hook, “The
Death of a President,” appear-
ed to have brightened after
meetings  Tuesday, it was
learned.,

Sources close to both sides
told The Associated Press Tues-
day night that Richard Goodwin
a former aide to President Ken-
nedy, met with top officials of
Look Tuesday,

“So long as people talk there
are indications there might be a
settlement,” one source said.

“Good will 1s being shown. I
think everyone is trying to -be
reasonahle.” !

One source said the Kennedy |
family appeared to have yielded |

slightly in the past few days.
Asked about this another source
said: :
“I think there was a lot of
misunderstanding before. That's
been cleared up. Now that every-
body has had a chance to talk,
things are a lot better,
“We've been talking a long
time about phrasing. But don’t
forget it’s Manchester’s (author
William Manchester) prose. He
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has the final word on what’s go-
ing into it.” )

The source said Manchester |

was not at the meetings Tuesday

but that he was being kept in-

formed.

Representatives of Harper &
Row, the second publisher
named in a suit filed last Friday
by Mrs. Kennedy to block pub-
lication of the book and its seri-
alization, did not take part in
the meetings Tuesday.

Negotiations to settle the
dispute are nearing the crisis
point, and earlier Tuesday there
were no indications that either
side would give ground short of
a court hearing,

The Kennedy family appar-
ently feels there is more urgen-
cy in settling the disagreement
with Look than the one with
Harper & Row. Look is going

four-part €0,000-word serializa-
tion to begin in the issue that

will reach the newsstands Jan.
10. Harper & Row plans to bring
out the full 300,000-word text in
hard-back books beginning next
April.© The book-of-the-month
Club will pay Harper & Row
$250,000 for reprint rights.

Earlier Tuesday, Don Cong-
don, a literary agent for Man-
chester, said the author was
determined to resist changes in
the book demanded by Mrs.
Kennedy, who alleged invasion
of privacy and hreach of con-
| tract.

“He is trying to protect his

ahead with plans to' publish a-

P

| against Manchester, 44, a form.

integrity,” said Conmgdon. “You
must understand, this book is
his offspring.”

A source close to the Kennedy
family indicated that if Man-
chester holds firm, Mrs, Kenne-
dy and her brother-inlaw, Sen,
Robert F. Kennedy, D-N.Y., will
press their petition for an in-
junction to block publication,

“Nobody — that’s both sides

— ‘relishes bringing ,this to
court,” the source said. “Hope-
fully it will be settled. But it
revolves around personal things
that Mrs. Kennedy thinks are
not a part of history,
. “There will be no partial in-
Jjunctions here, That means it’s
all or nothing if there is a trial
— either Mrs. Kennedy wins or
they do.” - )

A hearing on the Kennedy suit

er newsman, and two publishers
is set for next Tuesday before a
Manhattan judge of the New
York Supreme Court.

Mrs. Kennedy is reported to
be demanding deletion of large
sections of the Manchester hook
— by one account, up to 10,000
words — which she contends are |
too intimately personal for pub-
lication.

. Sections to which she objects
Include quotations from a love
letter to her husband and an
account in her own words of the
last night they spent together
before an assassin’s bullet eut

down in Dallas, Tex:, on
Nov. 22, 1963.

Codefendants with Manchest-
er are Look magazine, which
planned an 80,000-word seria-
lization of s of the book in |
an 1ssue scheduled to reach the |-
newsstands Jan. 10; and Harper |-
& Row, the publishing firm
which arranged to bring out the

| full 300,000-word hard-cover ver-
| sion in April.
| Look magazine estimated its
losses, if it is restrained from
publishing the serial version,
would run $3 million to $5 mil-
lion in advertising and sales.
Defeat in court would be cost-
"Iy to Manchester, too. Under his
contract selling serial rights to
the magazine for $665,000, he is
liable for the expenses of any
court action
Additionally, Manchester
would be deprived of possibly
millions of dollars in further
earnings. Dell Books is reported
to have bid a million dollars for
‘paperback reprint rights alone.
Manchester did not expect
much return from the sale of




the hard-cover book. He has
announced that he would give
the bulk of the profits on this to
the John F. Kennedy Memorial
Library. .

In Boston Monday night, Mrs.
Kennedy's younger brother-in-
law, Sen  Edward M. Kennedy,
D-Mass., said in an interview on
station WHDH-TV: “I'm hopeful
that someday the book will be
published.”

Kennedy said he thought Mrs.
Kennedy and his brother felt the
same way, but declared: *“She
wanted to have the events sur-
rounding 1963 {o be recorded for
history. She wanted to he able
to reveal to someone that she
did have a sense of confidence
in and who was -an excellent
writer her innermost thoughts,
so that he would be able to have | .
background, perspective to ite his boo
write the"history of this period iy e - Lot

of time. ! with hi the book’s
“But it was also her very ‘ %%ﬁﬁ:ﬁfﬁm
earnest hope and wish that her " Retorted a spokesman for the
very — personal recollections, Kennedy family: el
which aren’t really necessary to “No amount of rhetoric- about
historical accuracy in this  ‘historical accuracy’ or the pub-
event, that she would have a lic’s ‘right to know’ can' alter
say in what was to be used in the nature of this controversy —
this sense, i whether Mr. Manchester and
“And that’s really what she ig the publishers broke the written
most §enstitive tg eacngd 1 ttih::.izk she agreement,_ from which breach
is trying to pro and that is ‘ nrofi i arent-
the very detailed right of priva- fnoé?vglg-s profits w111 d '
ey in this respect,” v eV

The Kennedys say that under
an agreement reached before he
started writing the book, Man- |-
chester gave them a right of |
veto on content and publication
time,

Manchester _claims that this
agreement was superseded by a
go-ahead in a telegram last July
from Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.
The senator denies that any-
thing in the telegram could have

construed as a waiver of
the family’s rights to review the
manuscript and to say when it |
could he published,

Cass Confield, chairman of |
the executive committee of Har-
per & Row. said in a statement
Monday night:

“In the interest of historical
accuracy and 'of the people’s
right to know the true facts of
the awesome tragedy — the
right to know which led the
Kennedy family to request Mr.




