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Court Delay Expected
In Battle of the Book

By ALBERT ELLENBERG

Postponement of eourt action in the dispute surrolinding the book ‘“The Death
of a President” was virvally assured tnday by the hospitalization of author Willlam

Manchester,

Attorneys for publishers Harper & Row and Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy were
scheduled to face each other in the chambers of State Supreme Court Justice Saul
Streit today on Mrs. Kennedy's suit to bloeic publication of the 300,000-werd account of

President Kennedy's assassination.

But a source close to Robert Keunedy, who is supparting Mrs. Kennedy's
ellorts, said the Senator “wiil have no reasen to oppose any request for continuance.”
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By ARTHUR GREENSPAN
New York Poxt Corrvespondent

Middletown, Conn., Dec. 27—Mrs. Jac-
queline Kennedy and Sen. Robert F, Ken-
nedy have sent telegrams to hospitalized
author William Manchester expressing dis-
tress at his illness.

Mrs, Kennedy's message was sent from
New York several hours hefore she de-
parted for a Caribbean vacation. She said
she was “distressed” to learn of the au-
thors hospitalizationwith pneumonia here,
and told him “how much I hope" he will
TECOVEr Snon.

The Senator wired his get-well message
from Sun Valley, ldaho, where he is on a
skiing vacation with his family.

Both messages were telephoned to Mid-
dlesex Memarial Hospital here by Western
Union late vesterday. The text of (he
Senator’'s message was not available, but
from sources close to the Kennedy family
it was learned Mrs. Kennedy's telegram
said:

“Please know how distressed 1 am to
know that you are sick, and how much
T hope you will be better spon.”

The 4d-year-old Manchester, author of
*confirmed his
pneumonitis, a
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Get Well Soon
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“The Death of a President,” emerged
over the weekend from a self-imposed re-
treat into which he disappeared on re-
turning from Europe two weeks ago,

Now he is the patient in Room 5i7,
with an eyepatch over his right eye and
continuous treatment with antibiotics to
attest lo a Christmas weekend which
couldn’t have been less like a holiday,

It began Friday night as he was help-
ing with the family Christmas tree at his
rambling two-story gray home on High
St. here. A pine needle scratched the
cornea of his right eve (he has been treat-
ed lor this by a specialist).-

The following evening, Christmas Eve,
he began to feel ill. By Sunday night, he
had- chills, fever and was in greal discom-
fort. Late Christmas night, Dr. F. Irwin
Tracey, internist who has been the Man-
chester family physician for many years,
was summoned. He quickly ordered an
ambulance.

When Manchester was admitted to the
hospital at 12:30 a.m. yesterday, his tem-
perature was 104. Massive doses of anti-
bioties were administered; laboratory tests
and X-rays were ordered; and the doctor
diagnosis asf—a———

form of pneu. | Quire some sort of paychlatrie
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monin which in Manchester aof
fects only- a small portion of
the lower.laft lung.

A an  sald:
“This was a recurrence of an
lliness which first hit Manchest-
er in Londan. There they dlag-
nosed it as an upper respiratory
Inflection and he was freated
at his hotel But it was not as
severe as the current case”

Tracey said that in addition
to having sutfersd this disease
once before there might be
gome connection between his
emotional stresses brought on
by the court fight wirh the
Kennedy's and the cureent 111
ness.

“Perhaps his emotinnal siress
lof the past week left him in a
legal | weakenad condition where he
could be suseeptible to the virus
that struck him."

The doctor said his patient
kad  been
pressed for the last few weeks,
and said that afrer Manchester
recovers physically he may re.

“I wasn't going to let Mrs.

his body,” Johnson is quoted as
saying.

WILLIAM MANCHESTER

confused and de,

heip.

This statement
chester's mental state was
brouzht out during Tracey's
press  briefing yesterday. But
after the physiclan saw  his
patient last night, he was more
encouraged and sald, "He's
himselt aguin.”

Manechester and Tracey apoke
during the doclor's  evening
visit, and Tracey noted that the
author was "“not in any way de-
presged emotionally aor mental-
ly. His condition has improved
and he's doing very well”

Manchester's temperature has
returned to normal. Intravenous
feeding was atopped ar midnight
and he was placed on a regular
diet,

The author's wifé, Julia, has
not vet heen to. the hospital be-
cause she, (oo, is confined to
her bed on Tracey's oeders.

Visitors Are Burred

Manchester wiil be hospital-
wed for at least a week and
perhaps 10 davs, normal with
inis kind of illness. And while
here he will remain in virtual
izolation. The hospltal informa-
tion card has wriften on It, un.
deriined in red, “No visitors ex-
cept wife."

The telephone In Manchestor's
room has been disconnected,

Tracey has ordered Manches-
ter not to talk mbour the book;
nol to do any werk on it,

The world's press has bheen

about Man.

the hospital switchbheard for
words on Manchester's ocndi-

tion, Hundreds of calls, many
from Europe, have deluged the
hospital telephone operalors.



