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Statements  by Mrs. Kennedy,  Look and  
'Mn. Kennedy's Statement 
Pawing is the teat of a 

statement by Mrs. John F. 
Kennedy on her suit to stop the 
publication of William Man-
chester-1a book "Death of a 
President:" 

Look Magazine, Harper & 
Row and Mr.,, William Man-
chester have repeatedly made 
clear that only legal action 
can alter their insistence upon 
publishing at this time — 
without regard to accepted 
standards of propriety and 
good faith, and in specific 
violation of my wishes, my 
contract with Mr. Manches-
ter and the 'dignity and 
privacy my children and I 
have striven , with difficulty 
to retain — a premature ac-
count of • the events of 
November, 1963, -that is in 
part both tasteless and 
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re perhaps beyond 
my 	but to expose 
to all the world at this time 
all the private grief, personal 
thoughts and painful reac-
tions my children and I 
endured in those terrible 
days toes  not seem to me 

e essential to an current 

4 am 	Xocititi that Mr. 
Manchester would exploit the 
emotional state in which I 
recounted my recollections to 
him early In 1964, and I'm 
equally shocked that reputable 
publishers would take oak. 
.,,mer.ejs 	• 

Lf,sArtiot- - ■ his lan'o 
the au min. 	this 
book will only be another 
transient chapter in their 
works, but my children and 
will have to live with it for 
the rest of our lives. 

As horrible as a trial will 
be, it now seems clear that 

.my only redress is to ask the 
courts to enforce my rights 
and postpone publication until 
the minimum limits of my 
family's privacy can be pro-
tected. 

Look's Statement 
. Following is the tee of a 
statement by William Attwood, 
editor in chief of an publications 
of Cowles Communications, Inc., 
concerning the planned seriali- 
zation by Look magazine of 
parts of "Death of a President": 

Last July, Look was invited 
to bid for the serialization 
rights to the William Man-
chester manuscript, "Death 
of 'a President." Look pur-
chased the rights  with the 

William Attwood, editor-in- 
chief of the Cowles pubil. 
cations, made statement. 

full knowledge and approval 
Of the Kennedy family. 

To keep the record straight, 
the public should know that 
Mrs. Kennedy asked Gardner 

C
owles, editorial chairman of 
owles Communications, Inc., 

last August, to postpone the 
start of the serialization in 
Look, so that the serialization 
would not be occurring during  

the anniversary of the assas-
sination. 

That is the time of year 
which, she said, was most 
difficult for her. Look agreed 
to a postponement in accord-
ance with her wishes. 

Two weeks later she re-
quested that Look's serial-
ization be reduced from the 
seven installments originally 
contemplated. Look agreed to 
this second request in defer-
ence to her feelings and re-
scheduled •the serialization to 
four installments. 

On Sept. 1, Look announced 
in The New York Times that 
the four installments would 
begin in January. 

In late September, Mrs. 
Kennedy asked Look to. see 
her representative, who 
wanted to 'suggest several 
changes in certain episodes in 
the manuscript that particu-
larly distressed her, ;After 
several conferences," Look 
sent an editor 'to Englan.  d to 
discuss these changes with 
Mr. Manchester, who agreed 
to a number of changes in 
the areas that were particu-
larly troubling Mrs. Kennedy. 

Then Mrs. Kennedy asked 
Cass Canfield, chairman of 
the executive.' committee of 
Harper & Row, to meet with 
Gardner Cowles to consider 
some further changes. These 
were considered with great 



15, 1966. 

Harper & Row on Book Dispute 
care at two editing sessions 
lasting over many hours.. A 
majority of them were fi-
nally agreed upon with Mr. 
Manchester. 

Other changes or 'deletions 
were made by Mr. Canfield; 
and kr. Cowles which they 
felt would also avoid distress 
for the Kennedy family with-
out in any say , impairing the 
accuracy or completeness of 
the author's important man-
uscript. 

"Mr. Manchester has writ-
ten a very moving story of 

1 great historical significance," 
Mr. Cowles said Wednesday. 
"The public should have the 
opportunity to read It. We 
feel strongly that it would be 
improper to withhold this sig-
nificant document from the 
American people; to do so 
would amount to 	sorship 

or . Look, thereore, 
is pre'ng with its plans 
to publish generous portions 
of the book in four install-
ments starting with the issue 

V of Look on sale Jan. 10." 

Harper & Row's Statement 

Following is the text of a 
statement by Harper 4 Row, 
Publishers, Inc., concerning its 
scheduled publication of "Death 
of a President": 

Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy• 
requested William Manches- 

ter to write a book describ-
ing the events surrounding 

the death of President Ken-

nedy. The Kennedy family 
alsq requested that the, book 
be published by Harper & 
Row, and Harper & Row 
agreed to do so. It was also 
agreed that all profits on the 
book beyond a small return 
on Harper's inves men wo 
go to the Kennedy Library. 

The manuscript was sub-
mitted to renresenta.tives des-
ignated by the Kennedy fam-
ily early in 1966, and detailed 
conversations and discussions 
took place between those rep-
resentatives, the author and 
Harper & Row. 

After these discussions, 
Harper & Row and Mr. Man-
chester were officially ad-
vised in July of 1966 that 
"members of the Kennedy 
family will place no obstacle 
in the way of publication of 
his [Mr. Manchester's] book." 

In reliance on this state-
ment, Mr. Manchester and 
Harper & Row proceeded to 
the final editing of the book, 
which is entitled "The Death 
of a President." III...Ong this 
period„ also, Harper's con-
sented to further discussions 
between representatives of 
the Kennedy family and Mr. 
Manchester and Harper & 
Row, and further changes 

were made at their request, 

The revised manuscript 
was once ;more submitted, 

this time to Mr. Richard 

Goodwin, who had been des-

flgnated by the Kennedy fam-
ily for that purpose. He 

suggested certain further 
vi ci"c 

Mr. Cass infield, chair-
man of the executive com-
mittee of Harper & Row, and 
Mr. Evan Thomas, chairman 
of the Harper editorial board, 
made a special trip to Lon-
don to consult with Mr. Man-
chester and gave him a letter 
Mrs. Kennedy had written to 
him objecting to certain pas-
sages in the book. 

Upon their return, at Mrs. 
Kennedy's request, they con-
ferred with Mr. Gardner 
Cowles, editorial chairman of 
Cowles Communications, 
publishers of Look, and his 
associates, with reference to 
these suggestions. 

Thereafter, with the ap-
proval of Mr. Manchester, 
substantial further revisions 
were made in the manuscript 
in response to the suggestions 
made by Mr. Goodwin, Sena-
tor Robert Kennedy and oth-
ers on behalf of the Kennedy 
family. 

Harper & Row has done its 
utmost to comply with the 
wishes of the Kennedy family, 
and deeply regrets their pres-
ent attitude. 
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Mrs. John F. Kennedy 
	

William Manchester 

Mrs. Kennedy Will Seek an Injunction 
To Block Book About the Assassination 

Suit to Be Filed Against 
Harper & Row, Author 

and Look Magazine 

Statements and foreword 
of book are on Page 36. 

By JOHN CORRY 
Mrs. John F. Kennedy will 

seek an injunction shortly to 
block the publication of "Death 
of a President," William Man-
chester's account of the assas-
sination of her husband, on the 
ground of breach of contract. 

Simon Rifkind, a former Fed-
eral judge who will represent 
Mrs. Kennedy. said he would 
file suit in State Supreme Court 
in two or three days against 
Mr. Manchester, Harper & Row, 
Publishers, Inc., and Look mag-
azine, which plans to begin a 
serialization of portions of the 
book on Jan. 10. 

Mr. Rifkind said he would 
seek "a variety of relief" from 
the defendants, including a tem-
porary injunction to restrain 
publication of the magazine ar-
ticles and book. 

Mr. Rifkind led an investiga-
tion of railroad labor problems 
for President Kennedy in 1961. 
He is a partner in Paul, Weiss, 
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, 
the law firm that Theodore C. 
Sorensen joined after he left 
Washington. Mr. Sorensen was 
a special counsel to President 
Kennedy. 

Harper & Row had scheduled 
the publication of "Death of a 
President" for March and then 
announced that it would be de- 

layed because of editorial revi-
sions by the author. Look has 
said that it is going ahead with 
plans for publication. 

ita

Mrs. Kenaedy said that, "as 
orrible as a trial will be," she 
d no other alternative to 

revent the publication. 
In one- of her infrequent 

statements, she said that Look 
magazine, Harper & Row and 
Mr. Manchester "have repeat-
edly made clear that only legal 
action can alter their insistence 
upon publishing at this time—
without regard to accepte 
standards of propriety and good 
faith, and In specific violation 
of my wishes, my contract-  with 
Mr. Manchester and the dignit 
and privacy which my children 
and I have striven with diffi-
culty to retain." 

In a statement, Harper & 
Row said that it "has done its 
utmost to comply with the 
wishes of the Kennedy family, 
and deeply regrets their present 
attitude." 

Gardner Cowles, editorial 
chairman of Cowles Communi-
cations, Inc., which publishes 
Look, said: 

"We feel strongly that it 
ould be improper to withhold 
s significant document from 
e American people; to do so 
ould amount to tens 	of 

g.  " 
Mrs. Kennedy said the book 

ad "inaccurate and unfair 
references to other individuals," 
whom she did not identify, al-
though it contained "generous 
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K 

ist 

IT 

Ii, 

'n-
in 
w-
nd 

ay 
rd, 
to 
dc 
ed 
he 
of 

?s 

t 

l's 
70— 
of 
1.3 
e, 

Ni 

0 

D. 
int 
pre 
fro 
bec 
the 
a.ft 

1 
the 
ant 
wh 
ye'; 

be 
by 
old 
soi 
He 
of 
Te 

M. 
Pi 
ar 
131  
pi 

h 
0 
tl 
1: 
A 



.." 

11.40:.• MRS. KENNEDY SET 
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Continued From Page 1, Col. 4 

references to all members of the 
ennedy family." 
These unfair references "are 

perhaps beyond my prevention," 
she said, "but to expose to all 
the world at this time all the 
private grief, personal thoughts 
and painful reactions which my 
children and I endured in those 
terrible days does not seem to 

e to be essential to any ;Jaz 
rejsrlvpistorical record." 

was shocked, she said, that 
Manchester would "exploit 

-,4the emotional state" she had 
ound herself in after the assas-

'4sination, and she said she was 
'equally shocked that reputable 
ublishers" would cooperate 

vrith him. 
The suit will be based on an 

agreement signed by Mr. Man-
chester and Senator Robert F. 

ennedy on March 26, 1964. The 
ment contains 11 clauses. 

The most significant ones say: 
9"The complete manuscript 

hall be reviewed by Mrs. John 
Kennedy and Robert F. Ken-

, Vzedy and the final text shall be 
approved by them. 
..,9"The book may not be pub-

ed before Nov. 22, 1968, and 
be published at such data 

ereafter as shall be mutually 
acceptable to the contracting 
SIrties." 

A spokesman for Mrs. Ken-
y said that neither she nor 
ator Kennedy had read 

Death of a President." To have 
done so, he said, would be "far 

cl 	  opainful for  either 	of  therm" 
,--Fire said that neirner the -Nen-

tor nor Mrs. Kennedy had 
;Wanted a book written about the 
..assassination, but that they "felt 
"they had to accept one." He 
;,insisted that "no one in the Ken-
nedy family had guided Man-
chester in the writing or had 
approached him while he was 

Issued by Office 
Mrs. Kennedy's statement 

ras Issued by her office at . ,400 Park Avenue, on the corner 
'; ..esf 54th Street. The office is 
.--staffed by three women, who 
,;.• ale assisted by eight volunteers. 

After the assassination, Con-
., 'grass voted to give Mrs. Ken-

'.i'f-tiedy $50,000 a year to maintain 
.'-the office, which handles her 
,..y correspondence and relieves her 
;Fvf some public obligations. Re-

-_4ently, Mrs. Kennedy asked 
,„"ongress to reduce the appro-

riation to $30,000. 
At an informal briefing in 
e office, which Mrs. Kennedy 

not attend, associates of 
e Kennedy family amplified 

crier views before a dozen re-
porters. They met in a room 

,"41,,,.here stationery was stored. A 
. ',Irian color photograph on the 
..^"ili3.11 showed Mrs. Kennedy in ,,

V -the foreground, her late hus-
end smiling in the background. 
The spokesman for Mrs. Ken-

-,,liedy said she "had been per-
asonally assured by Manchester 

-..nd Harper & Row that the 
Zbook would contain nothing 

?;4'-that was personally offensive 
6:7Io her." 

,, , "The suit," the associates of I 
. iihe Kennedy family said, "does 
„notf:ve tuna  or auatrac4; 
but 7a. breach of faith. Man-

.;,..:...ester has refused to take some 
."'material out and has refused 
43o talk about other changes." 

They said, however, that no 
; 	• 

 
one close to the Kennedys had 

:pjky clear idea of what, pre- 
i 41Sely, was now in the book. 
• s.;. They said that Look had re-

used to show any represents-
ve of the Kennedys material 
would use. Negotiations, they 

aid, among representatives of 
e Kennedy family, Look, Har- 
r & Row and Mr. Manchester 

ad collapsed last Friday. 
'e.,i''?" Mr. Manchester arrived here ,...i..v 



Tuesday morning on the Queen 
Mary. He had traveled from 

, Europe alone and In the cabin 
+-class. He declined to answer 
questions about the dispute and 
said that he had been ' uzzled 
btWe • igusUanze." e s 
that--17-had found it "dis.—tract-
in ." 

Mr. Manchester, wrapped In 
a trench coat, dozed in a lounge 
as the ship was brought into 
port. He had been one of the 
first passengers to be cleared 
by the iminigration and health 
officers after they had come 
aboard and he said he was 
eager to get ashore. 

Difficulties Noted 
In an attempt, perhaps, to 

relieve some of the bitterness 
that is certain to arise from the 
suit, a spokesmen for Mrs. 
'Kennedy noted the difficulties 
Mr. Manchester had faced in 
writing the book and called him 
"a sensitive human being who 
was really doing the work the 
Warren Commission had done, 
but was trying to do it alone." 

Mr. Manchester was chosen 
to write "Death of a President" 
by Mrs. Kennedy in March, 
1964. He had previously written 
about her husband two years 
before in "Portrait of a Presi-
dent," which a reviewer for re New York Times had said, 
'could only be described as 
doring. 
Mrs. Kennedy, a friend said, 

did not read all of "Portrait of 
a President," although she had 
seen part of its serialization in 
Holiday. When it was aimounced 
that the Kennedy family had 
authorized Mr. Manchester to 
write the new book, a news re-
lease from Senator Kennedy, 
then the Attorney General, said 
that the account would not be 
expected before tlire to five 
years. 

Mr. Manchester interviewed 
Mrs. Kennedy on two successive 
days in early April and tape-
recorded her remarks. A spokes-
man for Mrs. Kennedy said that 
"Jackie made no attempt at 
self-censorship during the in-
terview, not that there was any-
thing improper said, but she did 
reveal her deepest thoughts." 

The spokesman said he was 
not certain if Mrs. Kennedy 
could use the suit to seek pos-
session of the tapes. 

Mr. Manchester, he said, fin- 

'Iwaet_j4hel=wr_sz5hdpt late last 
ear. tai n Sie-

genthaler, editor of The Nash-
ville Tennessean, and Edwin 0. 
Guthman, national news editor 
of The Los Angeles Times, read 
the manuscript at the request 
of Senator Kennedy. 

Later, Richard Goodwin and 
Arthur Schlesinger Jr., who had 
been assistants to President 
Kennedy, received copies of the 
manuscript from Mr. Man-
chester. 

Although Mr. Goodwin, who 
represented Mrs. Kennedy, was 
to suggest some editorial 
changes, most of the early sug-
gestions were made by Mr. Sie-
genthaler and Mr. Guthman. 

However, a source close to 
the Kennedy family said that 
Mr. Siegenthaler and Mr. Guth-
man had worked far more with 
Evan Thomas, editorial vice 
president of Harper & Row, 
than with Mr. Manchester. Pie 
insisted that there had been 
"no substantive conversations 
with Bill Manchester." 

He said that Mr. Siegen-
haler, Mr. Guthman and Mr. 

omas had had a number of 
hone conversations about the 
ook and that they had met in 

Washington hotel room in 
ay to discuss editorial 
anges. 
"By and large," he said, "the 

hree were in agreement. They 
ought that Manchester had 

sed bad judgment, even bad 
taste, in places." 

Not Deeply Involved 
He said that Mrs. Kennedy 

and Senator Kennedy were not 
deeply involved in the editorial 
process then. 

"Siegenthaler," 	he 	said, 
"wotlid phone Bob and make 
some general comments. Mrs. 
Kennedy stayed out of it." 

The spokesman indicated that 
Mr. Manchester had been re-
quested to make a substantial 
number of changes. He declined 
to describe the alleged lapses of 
judgment or taste, although he 
said that a number of the 
changes had involved factual 
corrections. --TirTra, for example, that 
Mr. Manchester had written 
that Senator Kennedy had been 
too young for service in World 
War II, which was inaccurate, 
and that, in describing a meet- 

ing, he had incorrectly identi-
fied the participants. 

In the summer, he said, while 
Mr. Siegenthaler and Mr. Guth-
man were still making sugges-
tions, Mr. Manchester expressed 
anxiety about the possibility 
that the book might never be 
published. 

Consequently, the spokesman 
continued, Senator Kennedy, 
without consulting Mrs. Ken-
nedy, told Mr. Manchester in a 
telegram that he would not try 
to block publication. The tele-
gram, the spokesman said, did 
not mention the date of publi-, 
cation. 	 1 

"I think there was some feel-I 
ing in the Kennedy family," he 
said, "that the best thing would 
be to get publication over with. 
It didn't matter about the date 
too much, if only Manchester 
would agree to the changes." 

`Not the Wisest Thing' 
He said that after the tape-

recorded interview, which was 
"not the wisest thing Mrs. Ken- 
nedy has ever done," she met 
Mr. Manchester only once, at 
Hyannisport on Cape Cod. Mr. 
Goodwin was also present, he 
said, and he also suggested 
some editorial revisions. 

The spokesman said that the 
Senator and the author, after 
meeting when the contract was 
signed, met only twice, last 
August and September. Mr. 
Goodwin was also at the second 
meeting. 

Mr. Manchester, the spokes-
man said, "was asked repeated- 
ly to make changes, and he 
gave us a variety of answers 
to the requests." 

We know that some of the 
material that offends Mrs. Ken-
nedy is still in the manuscript," 

e spokesman said. 
On Dec. 27, one issue before 
e scheduled start of the serial-

zation, the price of Look maga-
-ne will go up nationally from 
5 cents to 50 cents. 
S. 0. Shapiro, vice president 
d director of circulation of 
ok, said the rise had been in 

ffect in "substantial portions 
f the country" since Nov. 1. 
It is uncertain if Mrs. Ken-

nedy will be called to testify in 
the suit, or what will become of 
"Death of a President." Mrs. 
Kennedy is said to be insistent 
that the parts she considers ob-
jectionable never be published. 

is acquainted with the Ken-
nedys and also close to the pub-
lishing industry, "will be a bat-
tle of giants.' 

"To have it in a botik, just 
like a movie magazine," a 
friend said, "is repugnant to 
her." 

He also said there was no 
possibility the disputed material 
would be made public during 
the court action. 

Senator Kennedy "supports" 
Mrs. Kennedy In the legal ac-
tion, a colleague said, though 
his full feelings are not known. 

"The suit," said a man who 


