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The Eyes
Had It

Now For
The Ears

If "The Medium is the Massage” had
you spinning, wait until you hear the
Columbia Records version of i, [Ha's
done it again!)

"The Medium is the Massage,” the na-
fion's number-ong papari)ace +seller,
$1.45, Bantam Books; §10.95, Random
House hardeover.

"The Medium is the Massage," an LP
to be teleasad in latn June by Columbia
Records. .

(Can swgatihirts b far behingd?)

Texas Views

William Manchester's “The Death of
n President”: How's it doing. lit-wise?

Criticism has run from Assah to Zzxz.
The book has been awarded the Dag
Hammarskjold International Literary
Prize and it has been roasted, eg., in
the New Republle by Joseph Feather-
stone: “, ., an ugly and pointless bhook,
written in a garish style that parodies
the New Frontler's own rhetoric . . .
this Is history in the sense that the
souvenir hunters who put in bids for
Lee Oswsld's rifle are historisns.”

How's It doing, Texas-wise?

THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS,
Lon Tinkls: . .. here is 2 golden oppor-
tunity thrown out the window. No other
writer now will benefit from the memor-
ies of the person tlosest to the tragedy,
Jacgueline Kennedy. And even she has
violently fsulted the book . . . Typical
Is [Manchester's] insistence that con-
servative — or remctionsry, as he would
say — Dallas was the appropriate place
for the crime. This is irrelevant. The
“appropriaie” people did not commit
the assassination . . . In his wizh to
castigate Dallss, [Manchester] implies
incorrectly that right-wing extremism
is more powerful In Dallas than in
Houston (we have never had an nc-
knowledged John Bircher as & member
of the School Board, though Houston
has), that San Antonio is clesner than
Dallas, that Fort Worth is simple and
unpretentious compared with Big D , . .
In the course of & few pages he com-
pares Oswald with Judas (and by im-
plication John F. Kennedy with Jesus
Christ), he quotes Kennedy on the mean-
ing of Goethe’s "Faust” in a way that
proves that neither man ever read it or
at least understood it he misspells a
proper name in French revolutionary
history, he badly mistrunslates one of

“A Sport and a Pastime”
from Paris Review Editions
is not for little leaguers

Jumer Salter’s new novel has nothing to do with haseball. The
titls s taken from the Koron (“Remember that the life of this
world ix but & aport and a pastime™) and the book is, simply, the

story of a love affair.

Charting the erotie progression of a liaison between an edueated
young American and a provincial French gitl, “A Sport AND A -
PaAsTIME conveys the lyrical possibilities of temparary physical
Tove," writes Eliot Fremont-Smith in the New York Tinica.

If you know the kind of exciting, unstereotyped writing The
Paris Review ftself publishes, yon know that “inventive™ snd
“uneonventional™ are only two of the adjectives that might be
added to “lyrical™ to deseribe A SPonT AND A PasTiME Like
Harry Mathews' Tloath, first of Doubleday's Paris Review

Editions, it creates a distinet world of its

own.

A SronT AND A PASTIME is & novel for
people in only one kind of lengue:

those who are really interested
in seeing literature grow.
$4.50 at all booksellers

‘The Death of a President’

Kennedy's favorite Latin quotations
(‘Fortiter in re, suaviter in modo' comes
out as ‘be graceful under pressure’ and
not samething totally other which it
menns, ‘Strong in the thing itsell, gentle
in the manner of doing #t') .. . I do
nat recognize Ralph Yarborcugh in this
portrait of & corn-belt politico yelling
“HI, thar!" I do not recognize the ecour-
ageous and intelligent Sarah Hughes
in this portrayval of a giddy, harum-
scarum woman judge, I do not recog-
nize the Dallas underworld of erime and
sin whose dimensions Manchester seems
to equate with New Orleans’ French
Quarter, San Franclsco's North Beach,
New York's East Village, etc.. etc.
BAN ANTONIO EXPRESS/NEWS,
Sterlin  Helmesly: This mueh-publi-
cized, frequently assailed book unfortu-
nately deserves much of the attacks.
While at times the writing is exesllent,
the reparting Is suspect throughout.
FORT WORTH PRESS, Bob Trimble:
Willlam Manchester may despise Dallas,
but he is not too fond of Fort Worth,
either. Though the author doesn't say
g0 In so many words, he seems fo feel
Fort Waorth Is provincial, but its heart
is In the right place. He quotes Freddie
Jones, wife of the publishier of the Hous-
ton Chronicle, as saying Fort Warth is
small, poor and proud of being known as
Cowtown. But Mrs, Jones adds she is
fond of the city, Perhaps the most as-
tonishing statement Is the one Man-
chester makes sbout Dallas city fathers
driving all the “professional prostitutes
32 miles away, Into nelghboring Fort
Warth."

AUSTIN AMERICAN - STATESMAN,
Bill Warren: It's too damn long; other-
wise, it's 8 pretty fair book . . . If [our
eriticism} sounds like Texas sour grapes,
It isn’t. We have no intent to “get even"
with the many slaps &t Texass in the
book . . . we think the book will not
sell too well , | | readers generally are
going to get bogged down in its endless
and (in many eases) plesyunish detail,
Over and sgain the reader will cry,
"Details, detalls, detalis!” Manchester,
no doubt, thought he was writing the
definitive book . . . many people may
start it; surprisingly few are going to
finish,

THE HOUSTON POST, Armold Ros-
enfeld: At this point, &n actual copy
[of the book] seems a crashing and
long-awaited anti-climux, a curious relle
long since bypassed by events, llke a

ketball fired at G burg. . ... the
book is & large mixed and uneven bag,
in which one can find the poignant

mixed with the tasteless and remark- |
ahle reportage mixed with guestionable
historical method . . . One word of cau- |
tion seems necessary. One begins to |
suspect the potential emergence of a |
semi-official Texas Response to the |
book. Texans have a way of responding [
testily 1o books they construe as hav-
Ing slighted the state's honoy, In this
cuse their energy might be better ex-
pended among more constructive lines,
The hook Is hard on Texas and its poli-
ticians in general and on Dallas spe-
cifically. This is partly because, in the
light of events, the political exigencies
that brought John Kennedy to Texas
seem simply frivolous. And yet those
aggrieved encugh to reply to Manchester
might wonder why, even if no assassi-
nation had taken place, It was neces-
sary for the staff of the President of
the United States to fear for his life
when he pald a visit to an Americen
city.

FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM.
L rd M r's] anl-
mosities townrd “that strange country”
[Texas] are pronounced. They emerge
in the adjectives used on Texans (Val-
enti: “"Bammy Glick in Sammy's gradu-
ation photo;” a Parkland visitor: "a
thin, conceited face;” Father Thomas
Cain of Dallas: “bespectacled cigar
smoker with thinning gray hair and a
turkey gobbler neck”). He lambssted
Dallas police for not checking creden-
tials, but a Fort Worth official who
does Is labeled a “local panjandrom.”
« « « In effect, Manchester has written
another “version” of the assassination.
as opinionated at times as Mark Lane's
— or anyone’s , ., , Manchester’s emo-
tional involvement has the partially re-
deeming virtue of giving the book vi-
tality . . . a good book, a highly read-
able book, bul not a definitive work of
histary.

SAN ANTONIO LIGHY, Clark Kin-
naird: What a parsdox: The most pre-
publisized curlosity arouser since Kine
sey's reports on buman and animal sex,
and probably the best-selling and most
talked about hardeover book of the
decads is the least extensively read
book that ever sold out & 500,000 first
edition. Possession of a first edition
became an automatic status  symbol
withgut one's having to read it at
length . . . book can serve a useful pur-
pose in meking both the Johnson and
Keanedy famllles more understandable,
if 8 reader has the devotion and pa-
tience for the time, close attention, and
persistence that the boolc requires,

SIR: HL

ELSIE ROBERTS

Atlants, Ga,

SIR: Plesse renew my subscription.

BOOKS s like living in New York,
without the headuches.

KRISTIN HUNTER

Philadelphia, Penna,

BIR: We “-wve never had such nn in-

credible respense to our weork as was

cansed by our report on El Corno Em-

plumndo in BOOKS. Thank you, Thank

you. Thank you.
MARGARET RANDALL
" Mexico City

SIR: And what is wrong with taking
pletures of naked little girls (Lewis
Carroll item, BOOKS/May "67) T T have
taken hundreds of them, and have m
photography bool in the planning stage,
“Little Girl Nude." T suppose there will
be cries of outrage.
N. A, FLAHERTY
Corona, Calif.

SIR: T just got my first issues of BOOKS
and all 1 can say s, *“Whers hus It been
all my Iife?™ I think it is one of the
most interesting publications I have
ever read.
E. W, LURIE
‘Wilmette, Il

SIR: I'm sure you don't have to be
told the amazing cireulation BOOKS has
right now. Jay Landesmun, who is in
London, heard from people in Hong
Kong about my article in BOOKS/De-
cember, and I've had phone calls frum
&ll over the country.
JOHN CLELLON HOLMES
Old Saybrook, Conn.



