JFK Book Price War,

Book sellers across the
country today are eagerly en-
gaged in a price war over
the advance sale of William
Manchester's “The Death of
a President.” Many outlets
lucky enough to have re-
ceived their copies have put
them on the shelves already.

Expected to be a runaway

best-seller at o lst price of
$10 a copy, many dealers
have already cut the price to
$7.99.

The book was embargoed
by publishers Harper and
Row and was not supposed
to go on sale until April 6,
bui a review of the 647 page

book appeared in Women's "

W T
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Wear Daily yesterday because
the paper said, a bookstore in
Philadelphia was already
selling it off the shelves.
Some dealers apparently,
will wait until the official re-

lease date, which has not

been lifted by the publishers.
Others, however, said they
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It’s Better Than the Bmld Up

By MERRIMAN SMITH

WASHINGTON, March 29
UPI)—The controversial Wil-
liam Manchester book, “The
Death of a President,” is
much better than the build-

up.

The book was preceded by
& highly publicized wrangle
with the Kennedy family,
crifical ehallenges and awk-

ward errors in the advance

magazine serialization. '

The hard-cover product,
however, is a gripping, in-
credibly detailed and reason-
ably authentle account of the
assassination of President
John ¥, Kennedy and the im-
mediate aftermath.

This review was written by

Merriman Smith, UPI White
House reporter who won the
Pulitzer Prize for his cover-

age of the assassination of . = |
‘ “President Kennedy. Smith

was one of only two reporters
who accompanied President
Johnson back to Washington
aboard ‘Air Force One. '

_Because of remaining er-
rors of fact in some passages,
there will be those who will
regard Manchester’s book as

slightly less than definitive
history.
To pick at Manchester's
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would sell 1t as soon as i |

‘came-in, roc o oo
A spokesman for -Bren-
tano's in ‘San Francisco de-

clared, “If we recelve it, we |
will put it on sale immedi- |

ately, Nohody can cut our
throat on that.”"
E, J. Korvette and Macy's
here in the city reported
‘heavy orders for the book
‘which both stores sald they
“were offering at $7.99.
. In Dallas, Texas, it is being
soid off the shelf at the $10

price. A spokesman for the
Doubleday = bookstore there
sald, “We felt Justified In
“putting it -on the shell be-
‘cause we had so many orders
for it

Many - dealers are fearful
.that the price will be slashed
even further by discount out-
lets which will sell it at cost
to attraet customers ‘into’ J
_their stores,
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Man(,hester Bobk Rétés
Better Than the Build- Up

(kmtmued from Page Om

mistakes, however, is: to ig-

nore 'the -true stature of his
hopk. In balance,
amazing piece of work., La-
borious reading, perha.ps But
with ' the exception ' of the
Warren Commission - report,
thére 15 nothing elseé on' the
subject to eompare with “The
Denth of a' President.”
Ma.nch,esur ‘also is offen-
sively * defensive. ‘This may
‘relate to' his Tow with  Mrs.
Jacqueline Eennedy and oth-
ers ' over. certain ' expunged
ges,- lo say nothing of
assorted " legnr actions, pend-

dng or possible: ‘But the at-

titude is- there.
READER WARNED

In his' first paragraph,
Manchester warns the reader,
“If you doubt me you may as
well stop’ at the end of this
paragraph.” His publishérs,
Harper & Row, should hope

that’ not too many bookstall |

browsers decide not to risk
$10, the book's list price, on
faith.

The book predictably Is
one-sided. After all, he was
plcked by Mrs. Kennedy as
the author of what was to be
the definitive account of the
m&siwiun The .647 ‘pages
(plits sppendices) provide an
incredibly detailed ‘dccount of
& terrible episode of history
written ‘from a largely Ken-
nedy viewpoint. !

Mrs.. Kennedy should not
object to the book in its pres-
ent fmm She'comes pff mag-
nificéntly, if ‘one allows for
some rather strange and pet-
ulant requests 'during the
worst of the tension that fol-
lowed the " shooting. of her
husband on the streets of
Dallas as she rode with him
in an open car.

Manchester. is hel‘uah]y-' ‘
cruel about Dallas as & cul- ;

ture  fnedium. for batred.

At this : distance in time
from, the actual event, my
interest turned more to Man-

chester’s Kennedy viewpoint |

of Presldent Johnson than to
some of the actual assassina-

ton 'detajls. My feeling is

that Johnaon comes off poor-
1y in the book.

PERSONAL CRITICISM
"Manchester's Johnson,

it is an

when it came to offictal ac-
tion,” performed excellently
durmz the dreadful interreg-
num bgtween gunfire and
burisl, But the new President
could .not” help m q,,kin_r
boorish personal gaffs in' the
eyes. of \the Kennedy crnwd
and the author. -

fThe ' JFK staff ragarded
Juhmcn as a clumsy, heavy-
handed usurper. They would /|
lmve regarded only' one man’
11: : 'ea.tiun any differently
—_ u.nd ‘that would have been
thelr ‘slain ‘leader. X

Mmuhestzr captures the
Remnedy ' staff bitterness
vividly..He i5 on solld ground
here, for I heard red-eyed
stenographers call Johnson
the. vilest sort. of names sim-
ply because he had succeeded
their fallen idol, I heard some

of Kennedy's ranking assis-

tants imitate Johnson's Texas
drawl acidly and asccuse him

William Manchester’s
“The Death of a President”
will be reviewed by author-'
crities Gore Vidal and Ala-
stair Cooke In. the: April 9

haps more so, than any vice
president in history, .
Never. before. has- there
been. such an intimate pic-
ture of grief as that painted
by Manchester of ‘Mrs. Ken-

issue of the World Journal hedyand her two puzzled chil-

Tribune’s Book Weak

of "trying tn push Jacl:ia out.
of the house" which,
course, . was ridlculous and A
untrue,
Manchester

with. easily avallable exCerpts .
from earlier hjsr.ory .When
Harry -8.. Truman .succeeded
Franklin D.’ Roosevelt who:-

‘ot balance this' judgment -

- dren, -Caroline : and: John.
Perhwps ‘Mrs. -Kennedy will
‘regard some oI this as -ouk-

rageous.’
I so0, 1o should be remem-

of "~ bered that the entire matter-
‘was_thrust ime -the’ publie-

domain by an act by Oswald
that was wen more outu-
geous

Author Refuted

WABHINGTON March 29
(UPI)—The Defense Depart-
ment. says that as vice presi-

died suddenly in his fourth = dent, Lyndon Johnson was

term, the FDR staff, too, was’
quite resentful of’ the plain
people from Missouri. The
Truman  staff compiained,
with much derogation about
the time Mrs. Roogevelt took

to move out of the White

House and spoke darkly of
her “ckenninz out, of the
plage.” " *

The book's picture of John-

" son at the time of Kennedy's
‘fateful Texas 'trip: also. iz informed on the nuclear

slightly out of focus, Man-

' chester makes the ithen vice

president a mtinh‘lo figur:
(“he was entitled to only tm?\'I
White House extension” at:

"home, as If to say Johnson
'needed mAny more govern-

ment telephones). Manches-
ter.also says that In 1963 “his
real difficulty was that tHere
was. 8o little for him to do
« three-years of relative "
lnacttvihy seemed to have
sapped his vitallty.”
Kennedy certainly would
not: have .shared this view,
Johnson would howl at it, for
he was about as active, per-

e

“fully. aware of 'the proce-
dures used to authorize the
release of nucléar weapons”
when he took jover minutes
after John. F. Kennadys
- assassination. . '

'The’ statement . was.lsaued
“.in response to press. reviews
of William  Manchester's

- book, “The Death of a Presi- -

dent,” which said that: John-
‘son “at’ the time :was. not

procedurea to be. taken: in ‘the
‘event r.-! enam.v sbtack :




