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ik
T the National Zook swords 
Cerahl0111. recently, Bernard 
Malatriud quoted Herman Mel-

vines dictum: "To produce a mighty 
hook you must choose a mighty 
theme" At first glance, It might ap-
pear that William Manchester had 
such a theme ready-made, and stated 
At in the title of his book: the death 
of a president. 

But IL Is not the mere death—the 
most common human reality- of the 
mighty Ahab, or of Lear, or of Mac.  
Beth, that moves us It la the Mecum-
stances in which therinove inexorably 
to on inevitabie downfall that tall 
finally upno our pity and our terror. 

.-Iona Trainnady did not, illta them, and. 
ii numb to the shades and paesions of 

his character In 00th EL Way as to 
• provoke that awful self-destruction 

1 which la tragedy, which bring,' ea- ... 
theirels to tame Who wittiest it 

No one inhasta on this more furious-
ly then William Manchester. Senna-
dye death. hie book asserts repeat-
edly, was dictated by another math, 
deranged mind, itself trinistoed by the 
deranged palltical atmosphere of a  
city Not cam the warren Report le 
more certaln than Manchester that 

'5, Kennedy's woe a wanton murder, not 
a e Hoed death_ 

Tragrody 11 the poritest of thernmi, 
but It La not the only great theme 

4 In the almanne of tragedy. Manchester 
was by 00 means thwarted in trying 

! Lo make A "mighty beak,' as he 

C  platalY did 47 to do, Senselessness 
CAW Chance hazard, the bolt of 
lightning from the hard blue sky-

' this to the stuff of life, too. as great 
themes most be. The dark daemonic 
Metinct the lionItleaa capacity of ono 
to destroy what he builds, to build 
again to destroy again_htre la an- 
other. And each or them could be 
found In the etory Manchester had 
to tell 

MR WICKER heeds the Washinaton  be-
mau at The roars end la Lim .when cd 
"PannedyWalmet Talmo Not M., hoomth 
Ma Myth." 

But neither of these le hie theme. 
All through hip book, rather. .ding 
and falling tore a Syrephinsie motif, 
ropoolod, fully developed, IA a tingle, 
central asaumption—thai at 1 PM., 
Nov. 07, 1840, whop Prreldent Ken- 
nedy Wall pronounced [load. all our 
Iivies were changed forever, the world 
was never to be tha same again, a 
part of IL was gone. Hero again la • 
great posaihillty. 

Much or Kennedy's thought hi his 
Prealdential years seemed to turn to- 
ward the common humanity of the 
wortrre peoplm,.loh bb. oin Berliner,' 
he tiled, after melog the Wail, and 
Mane/meter quotes an JiMplehmen 
who wrote, "With the death of Presi-
dent Kennedy, every MAO in the free 
world becomes a Kennedy 1 Why 
was the 'Tree" neresintry I SO it 
might well have been approprfata to 
build a mighty bank about Ma miodor 
tui Oda [hams—Na death of a man, 
thy, loon of a part or humanity. 

But this seam. not to have been 
mough for Manchester. Hie dedlca. 
tine, rather, is to "all In whom hearts 
ha still thres—a watchman of honor 
who never eleepe" And In its recent 
amount of how be wrote the book 
and atruggied with Liu Kennedy fam- 
ily over Its p11101Cation I '11911llatn 
MInchastafa Own Story,-  Limit 

:.1.1nagaztna, April 4, 1067), he disclosed. 
'perhaps more then he knows of what 
his work us about 

With the peculiar ernolioord Waist-
ence that also Infuse. his book—ae 
If ho canna tell us often enough been 
Involved, anguiehed. Dearly overcome 
he Is—Manchester recall, that on 
"that brava Inoarural morning in 
1861" he had written down 110 • 
Meryl' a nwerapaper account? Jost on 
impalas. I a quotation from the lath- 
century Englieh martyr Hugh Lati-
mer: "We Waal] Chia day light such 
a candle by Cod's grace ... as I trust 
shall never be put out? And then 

L ldaachinder root-Mts. "Now, the light 
was gone from our Lives. and I wan 
left to grope in the darkness of the 
dead peat" 

Later io the same !filch', asserting 
that his chapter on the ceremordee 
of Mate fel-lowing the amasehmeicm is 
the best part of MN book, Manchester 
writes that he beliema these cheequlee 
...WPM a radampbon. It oothatala, In-
vesting the (Continued en Pogo 21 
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ghastly futility that sad gone Deface 
with meaning. Maybe that craving 
for dernificance Is 4 weetkiless. • • • 
Tet, I doubt IL" 

One more note concludes thin re-

markable thentatie revelation: "In our 
hour of diegraes and contagion." Man-
chester writes, L'Imemelee Bouvier 
Kennedy, with had lost more than any 

a us, held us all together. remained 
true to the leader we bad Iced, and, 
In kW:ling that Arlington Game, re-
kindled our national pride." 

So it wee not the death or a man, 
4 and not even really the death of a 

President. about which this talented, 
mutative, perwmally anguished writer 
chose to tell us. It was not just that 
eh Nov. 22, 106e. mankind became 
poorer—aa It deem with the death of 
every sterotog child In India and 
every prosperma Rotarian in the 
Middle West. It was not merely that 

1 

 the world's pellticalarrengemente and 
prospects were thrown Into confusion 
and perhaps net her} by the auddeo 
almande of an able young leader of 
a new itenerailon. 

T, Manchester Instate, Instead. that 
John Kennedy was the light of our 
hem, and that with his going we were 
In the dark: that Jacqueline Kennedy 
rekindled the light so that his mem- 
ory could hold It aloft for U. ell. And 
that Is what gives meaning to "the 
ghastly futility that hod gene before" 

j This la no doubt true fur many of 
those among  whom Manchester, of 
necessity, conducted the bulk of his 
immense research.. and who were In 
Kennedy's closest circle- It is un-
questionably true for Memeheeter, an 
bonsai writer who la at pane in the 
Look article to make it clear that he 
was never • paid agent of the Ken-
nedy family, despite Jacqueline elfin-
nedyee disparaging remark about 
having "hired" him to write this 
book. In feet, Ildanchaeter disclaims 
that one of the mama, of the talloste 
friction between Men and the family 
use Mr. Kennedy's discovery that he 
OW  going so make too much money—
she thought—out of his astonishingly 

I devoted labors, Part of the final 

I

nettlement nut of noun, was hie re-
Maclellan of "certain sources of in-

me that had been earmarked for 
the autbere' 

li Se for three years of drudgery, sp-
, patently a. personally painful to 
I Manchater ea it was phyeleally ex. 

beveling and financially debilitating, 
he lurched doggedly through the 

I events of these five days, fleet seek-
ing In Incredible detail every nuance 
of Whet had Wen done, sake thought, 
by everyone concedrahly concerned 
then, on a schedule he estimated at 
100 hours a week, writing to longhand 

;hie extraordinary testament on the 
• theme be had undertaken. 

This supercharged effort has Bernd 
Menchenterr both welt end badly. It is 

• unlikely. for Instance, that any other 
coverage of the same ground will turn 

: up as much important or Interesting 
new detail no -The Death of a Peet-
dent" containa. By the use of the 
tape-recorder method of extracting 
still fresh memories from participate 

In those evente, he I. even able to set 
down what many were thinking as 
the shot' were Geed as the Mane 
returned to Wadden-Cmt es the body 
lay in state—and without resorting to 
the Carl Sandburg ached of Imagine-
tire "must-have-bean•thinking" re-
construction. Mra. fr—erinedy In par-
limier Meath  to have poured out to 
him, elmmt compulsively, a flood of 
recalled ticmrghts, emothstia  word, 

On the other hand. a shocked mem-
ory playa trick, fee Manchester 
paints nut Molests  his persthtent re-
sterch disclosed conoereatione that 
weekend that the partleepa.nte do ant 
remember; nomelimee. he weltee, a 
person Who remember' talking to e 
xpeetfie friend acheally was talking 
to another). Few instanee, here 4 a 
peerage describlets the reaction a 

Rep. Henry Gonzales of TeXite when 
he heeled the shot, in Dente!: Plena: 
"Gonzales, who had been In Congresa 
when Puerto Rican Mitten:1141e 
opened fire from the gallery, thought: 
Can this be another Puerto Rico?" 

Gonzalee Ls en honorable man, and 
Manchester Is art bonest writer, bill 
the fart Li that Gonsales was elected 
to Gangrene in 1001 and the Puerto 
Rican attack was In 1094. Similarly, 
Charles Roberta of Newsweek lin his 
"The Troth About Lhe aseassma-
lion") has challenged Mitmeheateris 
account of hew Lyndon Johnson was 
aware in in a ceremony that made 
use of a Bible that Kerieedy had read 
every sight aboard the Presidential 
airplane: Roberti, one or two re-
porter. aboard the Placed. the return 
flight and one of the ablest is Wesh-
ington, law the ceremony and estate 
Vahan the fact that icemen took the 
oath over a new missal kW lei-sipped 
In cellophane_ 

TIME magazine has printed Cecil 
Stoughtorie photographs of the cere-
mony to diepeove Manchester's slots-
meat that no  Kennedy aide witheesed 
the swearfng.ln. Roberts, whose eye-
witness testimony has to be mime at 
least 'meetly with Manchester. peat-
mortem research, rather flatly chal-
lenges the whole Idea—to 'Mtn ranch 
of thin book is devoted—that the 
flight from Dallas was a time of 
bitterness, rentroveney and rudenese 
between Johnson men and Kennedy 
men. 

But in any fabric sa vast, one 
could undoubtedly pick many unim-
portant holes letthough the alleged 
Incidents. &beard the plene, In sum, 
are by no mean, unimpottant). Man. 
cheater's method has not been the 
reporter'. approach. seeking the up-
nielcA.t end meaning/el detail that 
Siluetrates cleanly  and accuratety: 
rather, he lies 'ought elf debate, 
adding them one upon sae until a 
towering mane looms shove the hard-
climbing reader. Stoughton did not 
merely tine a camera; It was • .emper-
wide Hameiblad mingte-reellm Oft-nem. 
kw with a 90-degree angle" 

This rmeareh method 4 levalneble. 
at Limes Manchester writes In Looter 
foe bateau% that ouch diligence led 
him to hundreds of viewing. of the 
Zaprnder film of this umealnation, no 
that he finally was able to use arm  

thus to write about the confused re-
nponace to the shooting on the part of 
the Secret Sol-rice men In charge of 
the Presidential limousine. Even the 
Werren Gauen-it:salon did not report 
this "detail." 

e But the endless emennuistion of 
detail also hue its problems—brit 
among them, the  highly ',screamed 
chance of such errors or questionable 
farts es have already been men-

, "n...1- Beyond that, given the In-
herent drams of its events, .The 
Deeds_ of a President' eamettmee be_ 
comae strangely stupefying. Dec 
plunges an through a gripping pa.- 
..age grateful for the totality of the 
mean Manchester has been able to 
reconstruct only to emerge Into a 
long, equally detailed, equally emphs• 
laved account, for fruitence, of what 
people for away were doing and 
thinking In response to the new,. This 
in certainly a part of the story of the 
weekend — a reiromkable  part —but 
bare and ellewhere the mass of detail 
only create. Impatience to get on to 
whatever will happen next at the 
center of the story. 

Yet, we find hem the minute—It 
hen to be minute—explanation of how 
Jack Ruby got Iota the garage of the 
Doll,. Pollee Station as Oswald was 
about to be moved to the County Jell 
A pairohnati assigned to guard the 
entrance Ruby need was forced me-
reentedly to atop to the street and 
stop [raffle- Why? Because a last-
minute change Of poorly conceived 
Dallas police plane required another 
vehicle to be brought through the 
traffic Lido the basement. In the le 
wends that the patrolman was away 
from hie poet Ruby strolled to un-
challenged, and by chaste, 

But again—Manchester has already 
changed the hank Fe eliminate hi. 
ease:Son in earlier versions that Gen. 
Cheater Clifton, Kennedy's military 
aide, bed instructed White House 
signalmen to call and reassure Ma 
wife helms ,eking for any 
gnaw information or ordering any 
security step. Manchester wrote the 

f irst version on the authority of Gem 
Godfrey Mellugh, the air Force aide 
who overheard the canvermitinn  Mc-
Ilugh didn't Ile, nor did his memory 
slip. Ste rienpty did not know that he 
wee overhearing  a second Call to 
Washington, and that Clifton hod 
made a preview, more  °farad coll. 

The point is that Manchester's 
passionate quest for details, even 
those se much out of the mainetreans 
of the Mary as Milton's concern for 
xra CLUEon, can lead to error. eavreil 
on to the important fact of how Ruby 
got Into the basement. And the net 
effect is to raise troubling queztlans 
about other details, the truth of which 
le not eerily Jude-ell, as In the ease of 
the Clifton phone call. 

Truth, In any ooze, is not =one-
„eerily the sum of meertakiable fonts. 

rona
ammer devotes many pages of 

eellent reporting and writing to the 
tructIon of a picture of a dis-

turbed. resentful, incompetent Oswald 
felling at everything including inti-
mate relations with his unpleasant 
...Ile: an Oswald who had already 
tried senselessly to kill Goo. Edwin 
Walker, and who was reedy to stake 
out again at something. anything, in 
a gesture that would melee of him a 
man among men; an Oswald rebuffed 
Once again by Marina an the maid 
before the murder, timely. -going 
mad” os he watched an old war 
movie an telavieiom 

This Le convincing. But Manchester 
devotes an much time and eXeettent 
reporting to establishing In Dane., 
before and after the asawanation  an 
atmosphere of vicious hatred foe 
Kennedy end anything else to the left 
of the John Birch Society;  of callous 
disregard fur his safety; of incitemmt 
to murder before, and of concern only 
for the city's "Image" after, the 
death. Thin, too, is cartvincling—and 
among the most shocking passages 
Ina took replete with them. 

But Manchester', conclusion that 
Oswald was a deranged killer, that 
Dollen was a deranged city, and that 
the dOrahinatina reeulted in murder, 

2 MI Hew POLY TWO 1004 IPMW 



Nee. 2E, $963. 

7
1 

is not really a truth as the author 
asserts. It le a ponitallty. IL L. a pm-
tensility that Oswald would not have 

• acted es he did had be worked in 
Kansas City and had Kennedy come 
to town. It le a possibility that the 
right-wing atmosphere of Dalian In-
Gummed him to shoot at the right-
wee Walker aa well as at Kennedy. 
It to a possibility that only In that 
city could that man have vented hts 
miserable life in that way. 

Yet. Manchester's Oswald clearly In 

1.3 	
a roiled and venomous rattier waiting 

• to strike Manchester. Dathe Is a 
vicious city that needs no tormented 
human failure to act for It; but only 
Oswald diet act, and It is hard to 
escape the impel:erica—which Man. 

'cheater', picture strengthens—that he 
would have acted anywhere he got 
the not of chance the Taxa.. School 
Book Depository gave him: that ho 
Was a killer and Dallas was only a 
10138-sbouthed Texan. 

Manchester's account of the plane 
ride back to Witthingtem, with the 
teething animosities he depicts, Is too 
Important and probably will be too 
disputed to permit any hasty judg-
ment: 11.11111, that very accumulation 

• of detail, the placing of the inrignifl-
. Mit In Such pectapoallion with the 

algaiticent, may helve misled hien; on 
• paper, cold fact and recolleelion may 

have given hint a ratiocinative sense 
of a total atmosphere that did not 
really axial, despite details that rug-
gent it read. 

•'Reinepturing what has gone." Man-
cheeter writes in Look, "Ls a feet, an 
achievement of craftamanrielp, and to 
a larger degree than the reading pub-
lic appreciates, It la also an achieve-
ment of will: for first the author 

r himself mast relive IL" In fact. no 
author no one, can do that without 
danger of Inventing an =reality. On 
the other hand, on ringee eyewithean 
ham bad the access to the minds and 
enemaree and excrete of those abutted 
the plane to the extent that Man-
chanter hos had, even if it was only 
in retrospect 

Deeple Manchester's idolising of 
John Kennedy. however, It cannot 
really be said —az has no often been 
tharged—that hie book la eueti.John. 
son.-  To some extent, it Is Inevitably 
so, glee, the fact that Manchester 
makes the open Resumption he le not 
capable of any other) that Johnson 
was a man Inferior In every way to 
Kennedy_ Thus Johan= "lumbers' 
where Kennedy ....strides"; .jobiacin 
goosing with he -tong.  while Ken-
nedy canter, with "riche": Johnson IA 
frequently described In the pejorative, 
which sometimes la accurate enough. 
but Kennedy gate only the beat of 
verb., adjective. and similes Thus, a 
certain day was "aa clear and crisp  
as a Kennedy ordar''; this may be en 
allowable deecriptire, but not to those 
who tried to decipher a large part of 
the Kennedy syntax an recorded at 
many new. conferences. 

N EVEBTHELESS, the hook Is not 
In substance anti-Johnson Indeed, It 
la perststently charitable to the new 
President and to MOSe around him 
and, II anything. in Ms.nchesterz 
acme= of the plane controversy and 
the deye Iroantellatily following, the 
tong loeks somewhat more level-
headed and considerate than the 
aide.. It would not be unwiring If 
the were so. given the nevelt:Me of 
Lae shook the Kennedy circle had had 
to &barb. Manchester quotes Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr. for thstance, as con-
feeling months later, "The Govern-
ment would have been paralyzed If 
everyone nee behaved like me and 
Ken O'Donnell:' 

Manchester. own loyalty and devo-
elan Inevitably bob to the carfare; 
Indeed. ho make. little attempt to 
hide them, When Malcolm Kilduff 
tried to explain one of Johnson's 
orders to McHugh aboard the plane. 
McHugh cried dramatlesily: "1 have 
only one President, and he's lying 
tack In that cabin." In that eacleangn,  
Mancbester rya, Kilduff "had laid 
Clain, to a job in the new Administra-
tion, while the General bad forfeited  

• his hope for another star.-  The might 
• as easily, and more accurately, have 
been written: "Kilduff wee trying to 
serve the cause of continuity and 
national suability, while an Air Tame 
General had forgotten that military 
men serve the nation and not a per-

;motel master," 
But the reel paint about this kind 

of thing-, point Manchester makes, 
but which could have been reinforced 

r a more depaerionate man—la that 
an that day of Mock and horror and 
unreality, nobody really ought to have 
been held to later account either by 

- Johnson -realise" or Kennedy -loyal-
' tate," for what they might have add 

or done. It was not a tine of cool 
moon. No one knows this more sadly 
than than who were In Dallas and 
have their own irreUranelltlee to 
answer for. 

But "TM Death of a President" 
demands more than a Kennedy-John-
sen debate. It deserves to be mold-
ered in a context quite beyond the 
question whether Johnson or McHugh 
or Ken O'Donnell or anyone else was 
at his bent that day, or whether Bob 
Kennedy's recollection of certain 
events in clearer than someone else'. 

For Manchester Is offering us mare 
than a monumentally detailed history 
of Kennedy's death and funeral, more 
than all ac went of the Johnson take-

' over. All of this is In the book, to be 
quibbled over for the age. But In the 
ku-gest sense it Le secondary. despite 
Its bulk. Foremost here in the Mare 
chaster theme—the Idea that Kennedy 
was somehow so far above ordinary 
mortals, and his era was no golden, 
that at his going the world went dark 
—not just for one of ILI own but for 
want of something that could not be 
replaced; and that his widow could 
rakludLa chin (Sow for as alt 

It Is avoiding the real question to 
argue the propnaition polithally—to 
inquire whether Kennedy was all that 
great, whether Ms time gleamed be all 
that hallowed. whether be achieved 
more or lose than Johnson. It avoids 
the real question, too, to Inquire box 
much the Kennedy (easily, with Its  

gifts and ambiLiona, has been respon-
sible for such glorification. 
• Thane conecidemtime avoid the Lis= 
because. whatever the facts. there hue 
been a gigantic America., elevation of 

:John Kennedy, a man. Into something 
beyond the mortality which—in life, 
as at the end—he eon demonstrably 
shared with the reemeat bootblack: 
and while It may be 1-111e that the 
process alerted when Jacqueline Ken. 
teed, refused to change her blood. 
stained clothing on the plane from 
Dallas I marehester reports: 
she whispered fiercely. 'Let them are 
what they've dome"), =Mom of peo-
ple have had to atfilliaace in it. 

Therefore, the real question Is 
whether what boa been done to John 
Kennedy in death reflecte what be 
most truly wee In life, and what we 
We. The real question is one of truth, 
and In that great cement It melee 
little difference whether he, unlike 
Jobneon. would have kept are out of 
the VIEbtamese IPS, or whether the 
Kennedy, are building a dynasty on 
the Image. And now that in hie 
agonizing labor and devotion William 
Manchester he, laid the myth of the 
life ea well ea the story of the death 
fully and forthrightly and finally 
npan Watery, the question might to be 
fated 

- As for us, the Living, no for front 
lairs. Kennedy or anyone else having 
relit the glow of life. what te the 
Kennedy myth but a narcotic. an 
escape, a romance? "Once upon 
time, when the world was young and 
golden, there was a handsome prince 
who lighted our way and all was 
wall." And If we only -had him back 
the world would not be so dark and so 
cruel and no baffling. Yet, the thence 
of Kennedy* thought yr. that man 
lived a twilight struggle In which. If 
he fought well, there would be neither 
riatory nor de/eat; and I believe that 
the glory of  man Es net that he erects 
myth. of triumph bed that he endures 
without hope of trioneph and pre-
vails because he inmate on living in 
setae of dacha, certainty. 

Not even (Continued on Pape IS) 
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the majesty of a child's death 
by fire In London could cause 
Dylan Thomas to "murder the 
mankind" of her going: 

Nor blaspheme down the 
stations of the breath 

With any further 
Elegy of innocence and 

youth. . . 
After the first death, 

there is no other. 
And, Donne tells us, "when a 
whirlwind hath blown the dust 
of the Churchyard into the 
Church, and the man sweeps out 
the dust of •the Church into the 
Churchyard, who will under-
take to sift those dusts again, 
and to pronounce, This is the 
Patrician, this is the noble 
flower, and this the yeomanly, 
this the Plebian bran." 

So for my part, I reject the V 
myth. I refuse to deny John 1 
Kennedy's humanity. I refuse to  

grieve for anything more than 
one of us. I refuse to believe 
that any but a particular light 
went out. I refuse to believe 
that there is not, perhaps even 
now, in some schoolroom, on 
some playing field, in some 
bunker in Vietnam, at work In 
some remote corner of the 
world, someone who will light 
.an.gothery   glow—even,

futility" 

 , 

at 

 pt1q may 4/11  be, 
more intense than the one that 
burned so brightly after Jan. 
20, 1961. 

Above all, in Kennedy's case 
or any other, I refuse to deny 
the harsh reality of death—that 
life goes on anyway, not un-
changed, for the death of any 
man must diminish the sum of 
humanity, but undaunted, un- 
abated 	all its glory and mis- 
ery. That is the meaning of the 

That is what the Kennedy myth 
distorts. And that is what, in 
the end, William Manchester's 
monument obscures. 
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