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] he Penfagon VS. Manchesfer
> '-w.:;- The Defense Dept. today denied statements in William
| w Manchester's book that President Johnson had not been
F Whui qu ;si advised on procedures for ordering nuelear retaliation in
;-F the event of an attack following the Kennedy assassination.
‘E Left Out i Security officials in the Kennedy Administration also
| o J k ;.’! denied that Johnson had not been briefed. The U. S, atomic
8 n ackie attack code was carried in a football-shapad satchel that

By ARTHUR GEREENSPAN

Some of the most poignarmt
eplsodes concerning Mrs. Jac
queline Kennedy and the drama
which followed the assassina.
tion of President Kennedy
eplsodes which were rewritten
or deleted from Willlam Man-
chester’s book “The Daath of a
President” became known {0
day.

The changes can best be un-
derstood by comparing what
Manchesier réportedly wrote in
his original version of certain
evenits involving Mrs, Kennedy
with the way they are tald in
the book.

Manchssier tells that on Sun.
day, Nov. 24, 1853, Kennedy's
easkot was to be sealed forever,
then moved to the Capitol ro-
tunda from the East Roam of
the While Hots=. Before the re-
moval, the Kennedys wanted to
place some persanal ttems In
the casket, including farewell
notes written by Mrs. Kennedy,
her daughter Carcline and her
som, John.

Carofine’s Nale

In the book, Manchestar says
Mrs. Kennedy came to the child-
ren's nursery with blue station-
ery and told Caroline she must
write a Jetter 1o her father to
“tell him how much you Jove
him.* Then, Manchesier says:

“Holding a blue ball-point pen,
Caroline wrote that they would
all miss him and told him that
she loved him very much ., "

Originally, Manchester report-
edly quoted the briel note in
full instead of paraphrasing it.

Also omilted from the pub.
lished verslon iz some of the
detail Manchester réportedly had
included about the mementos
Mrs. Kennedy deposited In the
coffin on her own behalf and
that of her sister, Lee Radziwill
This Is now limited to a descrip-
tion of Mrs. Kennedy placing
the letters in the coffin along
with a pair of cufflinks she had
once bought for JFK and a
scrimshaw bearing the Presi
dential seal,

This sort of very personal
material was the kind of infor-

' mation which Is believed to have

been the basis for Mrs. Ken-
nedy's lawsuit. She claimed Man-
chester had failed to acceds to
her wishes as to the final text of
the manuscript,

Other personal details also re-

. portedly in the original manu-

seript about this palnful morn-
ing arealso swiftly passed over
in the soconto-published verslom.

These details include Man-
chester's account of how Mrs.
Kennedy had dlfficulty putting
the cufllinks on the shirt and
how, at Robert Kennedy's sug-
gestion, she cul off a lock of
JFK's hair.

In the book’s published ver-
slon, a few brief sentences tell
how Mrs. Kennedy ‘“put the
three letters, the socrimshaw and
the cuffiinks in the coffin. “now
Kemnedy took off his PT pin
end then deposited the rosary.

“Then, with a-lock of her
husband's halr,”” Manchester
sums up, “she went out with
Bob."
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WILLIAM MANCHESTER
With Wis bock.

Jury Opens Probe

The stary of the Cosa Nostra's
“Chicken Farm Cemetery” un-
foids today before a federsl
grand jury in Newark.

Rose and Joseph Celso, own-
ers of the property in Jacksan
Twp, N. J, where FBI agents
have exhumed two alleged mob
vietims, were scheduled to be
the lead-off witnesses called by
U. 8. Attorney David M. Saiz Jr.

Satz would not say whether
early testimony would be sought
from other witnesses, such as
Harold (Kayo) Konigsberg, the
convicted extortionist who led
the FBI to the New Jersey
grives,

But the prosecutor empha.
sized that the Celso couple’s tes-
timony would signal “the be-
ginning of a long investigation
inte certain crimes” including
kidnaping and murder.

Although the two exhumed

corpses haven't been fullyiden. |3

titied, Satz said their discovery
“shaken the underworld”
and leff more than one mob
chieftain "jittery." .

The FBI belleves the bodies
are those of Angelo Sonnessa,
a Nutley contractor who van-
ished in 1961, and Kenneth
Latar, 8 stockbroker with Broad-
way and underworld connec
tions who disappedrsd in 1963,

ring Icentification is
that one of the bodies was found
disintegrating In & rusty oil
d.ru;.n filled with hydrochlorie
o

Of Mob Cemetery

[BULLETIN |

In-bound commuter trains
on the New York Central's
Hudson division were being
delayed from 20 to 30 min-

. utes today following o

freight car derailment at
Hastings. The Harlem divi-
sion was not affected.

Myrs. Celso, 46, and her hus
band, 49, who was released last
week from the Lewisburg, Pa.,
penltentiary, are being held as
material witnesses in lieu of
$100,000 bail for each.

Konigsberg, a 230-pound for-
mer boxer and Cosa Nostra en-
forcer, is behind bars at Rikers
Island, facing a possible 174
vear prison gentence for his

March 16 extortion conviction.
He reporiedly Is cooperating
with the FBI in hopes of & re
duced sentence,

Ex-Aide to Hogan Joins
Staff of Queens DA Mackell

Pater J. O'Connor, who served
under DA Hogan for five years,
today joined the staff of Queens
DA Macksll as chief of the Ap-
peals Bureaw

O'Connor succeeds Joseph F.
Lisa of Corona, who left the post
to serve as a delegate o the
State Constitational Convention.

body of. Kennedy back to
Nov. 22, 1963,

lay in the Presidential jet which took Johnson and the

Washington from Dallas on

Kennedy officials sald that at the late President’s in-
sistence Johnson had been famlliarimd thoroughly on tha

contents of the satchel,

Manchaster says In the book,
“The Death of a Presidem™;

*The difficulty was tha! John-
son had no idea of what was In
the bag. He knew that it exist-
ed, Yut he hadn't been briefed
about the contenis, and il the
thunderboit of allout war struck
that afternoon, the country's
retallatory arsenal could  be
splked untll ke had beesn led
through Taz Shepard's primors
for the first time."

Capt, Tazewell Shepard was
a military aide to President Ken-
nedy.

Manchester also writes:
inls

“Had Russia atiacked across
the DEW Line, the greatest
military establishment in the
history of the world might
easily have been musciebound
during the 15 faithful miniites
p! warning time and perhaps
even afterward, when second-
mtrike capacity becams a [actor.”

A spokesman for the Defénse
Dept. issued a statement saying:

“The statements carried by
the press services attributed to

the nuclear readiness ol the
U.S. on Nov. 22, 1863, were un-

true.

“On that date, Lyndon John-
son, as Vice President and as
President, was fully aware of
the procedures used to author.
ze the release of nuclear weap-
ns In retallation against attack
n the U. 8.

The Telephone Problem

Manchester -also says there
vas a slowdown in commercial
telephone service because of the
freat load of calls in the hours
mmediately following the assas-
pination. He gays phones in the
Benate and House offices, the
White House and the Signal

<forps had been paralyzed tem-

porarily.

According to Manchester's
pecount, Sen. Edward M. Ken.
hedy Troamed the streeis in
Washington, irying the phones
f strangers, until he got
hrough to then-Attorney Gen.
tral Robert F, Kennedy to learn
f their brother was dead.

“It became obvious that in
i national emergency this [tele.
phone service]l would be the
irst link to snap,” Manchester

Erlm.
3 her Difference

Regarding the passages on

the slowdown in commercial
telephone sarvice, the Defense
Dept. sald:
I “Governmental communica-
tions, military and ecivil, were
fully operativnal at all times
and were far in excess ol any
requlrement arising out of any
security emergency. Those
communications operate Inda.
pendently of commerclal sys-
tems.”

A spokesman for the Chesa.

Co, in Washington said that due
to the unusually heavy trafiis

[nke and Potomac Telephone

fter the assassination, “if you

Willlam Manchester bearing on |

have to wait s few seconds to
get a dial tone.”

The Defense Dept. also took
jssue with a passage in the
book which says that fears of
an international plot to over-
throw the U. S. government
prompled Defense Secretary
McNamara to alert every Amer-
ican military base around tha
warld the moment he heard
i;';nm‘d)' had been shot in Dal

ric_ked up the phone you might

sltuation was very red” Man-
chester says.

On this passage, the Defapsa
Dept. said:

“The Joint Staff did not ordar
‘:ny change In the state of glert

[ ':83' every readable signal, the

f the armed forces following
the sssassination of President
Kennedy, However, the Joint
aff did send a message 1o the
mmands informing them of
he assassination and cautioning
hat they should be especially on
the alert. Routing posture re-
ed In effect,

“Although thers was no officl-
al change In state of alert, soma
ommands did on their own initl-

tive take special precautions,

AC [Strategic Air Commandl

a8 one which tightenad up for

few hours before relaxing.”

A Pentagon spokesmean sald
that If McNamara ordered an
alert, he normally would trans.
mit such an order through the
Joint Staff.

Premafure Sale

Much of the contents of tha
book, which went on sale In
Plitsburgh prematurely yvester-
day, has already been serialized
in Look maguazine.

But some heretofore undis-
closed passages inelude Man-
chesier's description of the foot-
ball-shaped satchel containing
the codes peeded to latnch a
retallatory nuclear attack,

In these passages, Manchester
also mentions Gen. Maxweil
Taylor, then chairman of tha
Joint Chiefs of Stafl. The author
writes that Taylor was confident
the satchel would be somewhera
near Johnson but he was unsurs
whether the new President knew
what was in it

The book, published
Harper & Row, had an April 6
release date for reviews, but tha
embargo was broken yesterduy
by Women's Wear Daily, after
the book went on sale pre-
maturely in Plttsburgh.

Columbia Aide Takes Post
At M. Y. Medical College

Dr, J. Frederick Eagle, assist-
ant dean ol the Columbin Unl-
versity College of Physicians
and Surgeons, has been appoint-
ed dean and executive vice
president of New York Medical
College effective July 1.

Eagle, 49, a native New York.
er, succeeds acting dean and
vics president Dr, Lawrence B,
Siobody, who will continue as
vice president in charge of hos-
pital affairs,

by .
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