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leave Wesleyan on a faw hours notice," he referred to
the proposed memorandum and sald “wz are in
abzolute accord.™
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN

Manchester vs.
The Kennedys

ARTICLE I
By WILLIAM H. BUDY

Based on reporta by Michagl Berlin, Arthur Berman
{in Los Angzles), Barry Cunninghom (in Washing
tons, Rene English (in Lomdoni, John Gargbediun,
Arthur GQregnspan (in Middletown, Conn)), William
Greaves, Kennetit Gross, Pele Hamill, Joseph Kahm,
Edward EKntcher, Leonard Kats, Muwrroy Eempion,
Anthony Prisendor] and Marvin Smilon,

N JANUARY and February, 1964, only weeks after

the assassipation of the President, the Kennady

family, still stunned, became aware that a mumber of
books were planned on the tragedy.

Late in February, Plerre Salinger, in his closing
duys as White House press secretary, put in a phone
call o Willlam Manchester in Middletown, Conn, This
eall, taken hy Manchester's wife, Judy, marked the

beginning of kn Involvement the writer would later '

deseribe as "two years af hell”

Salinger's call to Manchester, only a moderately
well-known author then, wss pol made an the spur
of the mament. The cholee seemed logleal enough,

Salinger knew Manchester from the time the
writer wes working on “Ponrait of & President,” a
n.cst favorahle thres.part Hollday magazine series
on John F. Kennedy, later expanded Into a hook,
When Manchester wrots the porirait, ha voluntsered
the right of review to the White House. Salinger slso
lemew of President Kennedy's respect for Manchester
as & researcher and a writer.

Nevertheless, Manchester was only one of several
atithors considerad for the book on the assassination—
and not necessarily the first cholce
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PIERRE SALINGER

prevent explofation. I don't kmow of anyone who
cautioned against it."”

Manchester had appeal, he adds, becauss his back-
ground was somewhat like the late President's—both
New Englanders, about the same age, with wartime

In the Pacifie.

So the call went to Manchester's modest frame
house in Middletown. The writer was at his Job with
Amer} ducational F then a part of
Wesleyan University, and the cail was transfsrred
was that ha already

ol

bodk' on
would fike to consider

ck ‘s Initial
was deep in a project—his
nmazxmhlﬂy—hﬂmnhn

Keunedys, ®
's enthuslasm for the project ls in-
General

“T agree that jt is important that Mrs, Kennedy
and you should review the manuscript,” Manchester
wrote, “If you had not suggested this, I would have

The writer said he did have one suggestion—that
the memo stipulate that the book may appear within
three years—or before Nov. 22, 1866—but “if you pre-
fer five years, then {ve years it shall be"

“l have vomplete faith in your good judgmont,”
he added In one of the last touches of euphoria to
mark the negotiations.

On March 26, 1964, the memorandum signed by
Robert Kennedy and Manchester was lssued. It con-
sisted of 11 points, the third of which said: “The com-
plated manuseript shall be reviewed by Mrs. John F.
Kennedy and Robert F. Kennedy, and the final text
shall not be published unless and until approvad by
them.”

The memo also provided that “other rights may
be disposed of by Willilam Manchesler with the ap-
praval of (the Kennedys] thoizh il s not the inten-
tian to prevent thé sale of sericl option rights o a
responsible publisher.”

Other polnty provided the hook not be puhlished
befors Nov. 22, 1868—the fifth anniversary of the assas-
sination—unless 3irs. Kennedy approved; that far Ave.

aye the exclusive ¢
tigaal el DIy F
Robert, Kennedy would et LIS G0OIS Te open to
him al!sne. with the author undertaking to treat the
material he got “with diseretion,” and that if Jacque-
line and Robert Kennedy were unahla to give final ap-
proval to the text, “such approval shsll be given by
Sen. Edward F, Kennedy or someone he designates,”

* * *
TO A LAYMAN, THE AGREEMENT MIGHT APPEAR
sufficiently airtight but Irwin Karp, counsel to the
Authors League of America, hes pointed ocut in the
Saturday Review that courts hsve somerimes held
that authors and puoblishers may not In “right-of-
cal™ cantracts sign away the public’s Constitu-

APErOV
-tlonal rights to know.

Onea who was Involved In the negotiations says now
that the memo was drawn up without lawyers or per-
sons skilled In the publishing feld because “the Kep-

want A

“They didn’t want to be accused of wying to steer
the course of history,” he said. "They only wanted an
honest secount. They were offering the guy every-
thing. In return for that, they wanted some control.
Thers was no evil involved in the stoiy, except for
the' as-assination. They dldn't think it should reflect
badly on anybodv.”

One provision of the memorzndum said that at
the request of the Kenredys, Farper & Row would
be the publisher. .

Much of Manchaster's earlier writing had been at
the suggestion of an editor for Hollday magazine who
had moved on to Little, Brown & Co., of Boston,

Manch
was writing the Krupp book for them. He was able
to obtain n written release [rom them, and even an
advance on the Krupp book, and this was presented,
all wrapped up in & neat package, to Harper.

Evan Thomas became Manchester's new editor

*
SALINGER, WHO HAS SPOKEN OF MANCHES-
ter's - and ability, corsiders
him both a very bright young -writer and a very tal
ented one. *

dicated by a letter he wrote to: A
Robert- Kennedy on March 9. The m dum still

had not come through, but the writer was making
plans, He had been poring over records of the past
three months, he said, and had compiled a Lst of
same 200 sources of material

by the events of Nov. 21-25, and then an epilogue.
“But you may have some thought about- that,”
added to Robert Kennedy,
After giving assurance that he was ready “to

he

The
want to work so earnestly éa Apeil, 1964
Continued Tomorriny.
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