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Willi®m lenchesfer hes no monopoly on bein: wrong. Nor has he a patent
that mekes him only richt. "het he hes is a litersry gold mine. “hat he was given
by the Kennedy femily in early 1964 when it commissioned him to write the complete
end"sccurste"” esccount of the assassinetion of President Yohn F. Kennedy was a license
to print money.

Whet he did in return was to create & nationsl scandal of unimaginsble
magnitude. To at least a large degree, this has been mitigsted by the “ennedy law
suit age inst him, Look magszine, snd book publisher Harper% Row,

Only the jet-set mentallty conceives that the basic need for this suit
relates to slurs ageinst President Lyndon iohnson. Only the royal-family concept
lay behind the Commissioning of one men to write history, the assuiption that when

the royel sword touched his shoulder his eye became sll-seeing and his mind al 1-knowing,

end his pen sll-telling. Consistent with this is the bland assumption that with
Menchester so touched, so ennobled snd so superhumanly empowered, no one else should,

need or, in fect, might undertake the task.

Total wisdom esnd complete
Wisddmcand understanding had been ordsined by the femily. How dare any other

Americen sddress himself to either the sssasssination of his Presidsnt or the dubious

inguest with which he wes oonsigned to history? '‘hat need was there? liore, i1t was

’

wrong snd had to be - end by the family was - opposed. Manchester,ténxliixkxnltx;xx
heviing been snnointed sll-seeing and all-knowing, slone was to tell the story.

Not even born nobility would heve dsred such sn imposition on history, such
en intrusion into nationsl life (for sssassinstions, whether or not so intended,
inevitably have immediste politicel consequences), or presumed the straight-from-
God prerogative of dispensing divine truth and revelation. Only an uninhibited
ego would eccept such an assignment and role. Manchester had the ego equal to the
requirement or the compeﬁsating lust for money. He took the sssignment more famous

writers declined.



Had anyone ever dreame: in those awful days immedistely after the
crime of the century that the government would tell us less thsn the totsl truth
end that without restreint or the possibility of doubt or error, the dresdful
meRsterxdianrhester scandsl Menchester menufsctured would not have risen. The
comnission of inguiry was headed by eminent, respected men, selected to sppeal
to every politicel frection ir the country except those who held the beliefs of the
murdered lesder. Its members were all men of distinction and internstionsl repusation,
Certeinly the country, especislly the Family, never suspected they would fail in
their unhappy task.

‘lanchester was commissioned before the Commission held its first hearing.
Hed the thouszh occurred to the Femily thet the officisl accomnt of the sssassination
would be anything less then entirely uncuestionsble, it seems safe to assume thet it
would never have jeopardized the reputstions of its memte rs, the nstionsl honor and
the political fortunes of those in political 1life.

Because the Family could never heve dresmed thet the gowe rnment would
"whitewash" the investigstion ofnthe crime, it never conceived thet it could be
sponsoring the unofficial whitewash. With anything short of totel sgreement on what
did happen thet terrible day in Delles, sny accounting with the Family imprint
constituted the unofficial whitewash.

This is the maj or, the unarticulsted scandal that was probably laid to
rest with the filing of the lawsuits sgsinst ianchester and the publishers in the
neme of irs, Jacaueline Kennedy and sfter sbundsnt and prominent publicity on

» The effect of the publicity was to dissssociste the

Family from lianchester's work. unce this was accomplished, the suits were settled
privetely with remarkably little deletion from the texts, certsinly so little that

few of the things bruited in hesdlines could h:ve besn eliminated.



O T

All the Kenn= dy's lead active lives, whether of social or political

orientetion, end, with the confidence so onviously placed in Macnhester, wtather

his
or not it derived from the flettering biography ( )

of the late Pre=zident, it is understendable that ell shun-ed reliving thet tragedy,
more poignant for them than for sny other Americans, and left their writer slone.
Consistent with this is the public record of Senator Robert F. Kennedy as
Attorney Genersl of the United States: he disassociated himself from the offieial
investigetion of the ssssssinetion. 'hether or not he hed an ides of the informetion
it was developinz end how it w:s being conducted. hz did not direct it. *“y extensive

exsminstion of the Commission's pubdished 27 volumes and its extensive once-se:ret

files reveals no evidence of his direction or control of the investigetion. As
Attorney Genersl he should have vested confidence in his subordinstes. The evidence

1s thet he dig.



