Connally Says
JFK Image
Was Fading

By ROBERT HEARD
AUSTIN, Tex. (AP) — Upset
by William Manchester’s book
on the Kennedy assassination,
Texas Gov. John B. Connally.
has issued a statement sayin,g
President - Jonn F. Kennedy’s
wdeclining popularity” prompt-
" ed the trip on which he lost his
life. :
Connally grimly read the 344-
word statement to newsmen
Tuesday. He declined further

comment. ~ :
“This transparent attempt to
| dictate history through a cap-
tive voice is shocking,” Connal-

1y said.
The first installment of a con-

densed version of Manchester’s

book, “The Death of a Presi-

dent,” in Look magazine ap-
newsstands recently

on recently.
Connally said it to be
factual history but “‘actually is

observations collected and re-
flected through the prisms of
rejudice.”

4 “For example,” he said, “it
has been reported that Presi-
dent Kennedy was unwillingly
brought to Texas to settle a lo-
cal political argument,

“Tq the extent that there was
any significant argument prior
to the trip, it was between ten
Vice President Johnson and
Sen. (Ralph) Yarborough (D-
Tex), both of whom were readi-
1y available in Washington. -

“The fact is it is common

. knowledge that this was part of

a series of political trips of
President Kennedy’s own mak-
ing, planned in the wake of polis
reflecting declining popularity:”

Connally did not say, or per-
mit newsmen to ask, if he had
read the book or the magazine
article or if he based his re-

" marks on news report. He pre-

faced his statement this way: “I
propose to read this statement
and have nothing further to
say.”

He and Mrs. Connally, who
also was in the presidential lim-
ousine in Dallas when Connally
and Kennedy were shot, have
refused for three years to elabo-
rate ‘on details of Kennedy's
trip, Connally said.

“Regretfully, we have con-
cluded that we no_ longer have
that choice in view of recent
developments,” he said.

Instead of authentic history,
Manchester’s book “turns out to
be an astonishing propaganda
instrument cleverly woven to
reflect favorably on those who
gave it birth, while rudely dis-
crediting others involved,”
Connally said. j

received a fake bomb in the
mail after the assassination,
gpparently sent by someone
who thought conservatives were
responsible  for  Kennedy's
death. Police persuaded him not
to ‘discloge- the matter -at- that
time, Tower said,




