Kennedy B

IT WAS a suit nobody
really wanted, Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy said that
he and his sister-in-law,
Mrs. John F. Kennedy,
were “pushed” into filing
it.

The defendants, Look Mag-
azine and the publishing firm
of Harper & Row, sought a de-
lay in its hearing in the hope

that an out-of-court settlement

could be reached,

Last week, that Is just what
happened in the literary cause
celebre  involving William
Manchester's forthcoming
book “The Death of a Presi-
dent,” detailing the events
that followed the assassina-
tion of President John F. Ken-
nedy,

The Kennedys, in their suit,
had sought to halt publication
of the book by Harper & Row
and its serialization in Look
on the grounds that Manches-
ter had agreed, in a written
memorandum, not to release it
before Nov. 22, 1968,

Mrs. Kennedy complained
that the book contained too
many personal references to
her reaction to the tragedy,
details so intimate that their
disclosure at this time would
react unfavorably on her as
well as her young children,

In the out-of-court " settle-
ment  announced Thursday,
Look agreed to meet Mrs,
Kennedy's objections by delet-
ing 1,600 words from the 60,
000-word, four-part serializa-
tion scheduled to start in the
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A statement issued in behalf
of Mrs, Kennedy said in part:

“Since every passage of a
personal nature under conten-
tion for several months was
either deleted by Look, or
changed to her satisfaction,
Mrs, Kennedy has withdrawn
her suit.” :

There still remained the suit
against Harper & Row, which
plans to publish the full 300,-
000-word book next April, The
publishing firm = announced
through its chief counsel it
would be “very glad” to settle
its own controversy with the
Kennedys along the same lines
as the magazine agreement.

It did not appear, however,
that an end of the lawsuits
would necessarily assure Mrs;
Kennedy the privacy she de-
sires. A spokesman for Harp-
er & Row said that at Jeast 25

uplicate copies of MAMEhes-
.tLra-T'le s “1.200-page . manuscript
41 i existence and that some,

at least were almost certainly
sold fo outlaw publishers in

Formosa.

" Formosa l}gu%’f party to
copyright
agreements, and publishers
there have been known to “pi-
rate” American books in the
past. Moreover, the West Ger-
man illustrated magazine,
Stern, which paid $72,500 for

ook Row Ends

the German serialization
rights, announced it plans to
publish the complefe™¥id un-
dbridged version of the book:”
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