Mystery

Dallas, Feb. 8 ( —A minor
mystery stil lingering after the
assassination of President Ken-
nedy is the one of the disappear-
ing Bible. i :

US. Dist. Judge Sarah T.
Hughes, who used the Bible
whe nshe swore in Lyndon B.
Johnson as President, doesn’t
know where it is, and no one has
said they have it.

Judge Hughes said in an inter-
view that she was handed Ken-
nedy’s personal Bible and a
typed copy of the swearing-in
oath,

After the ceremony formally
making Johnson President, she

of J

said, she handed the Bible and
the typed oath to some man as
she left the larplane where the
event took place. '

Seh said it was a spur-of-the-
moment act because the Bible
“wasn't mine.” :

Denies Influences

The incident was revived yos-
terday in William Manchester’s
account of what happened that
day in a Look magazine Instal-
ment of his book, “The Death
of a President.”

Manchester said Mrs. Hughes
was ‘{persuaded” by the man

to give him the Bible.

She said she wasn't influenced
by anyone to give away 1lhe
Bible. Y 2

Judge Hughes said the man
asked:

“Don't you want to keep it?”

She said she answered: “No,
it doesn't belong to me.”

Manchester asserted that dur-
ing ‘the swearing-in,-~ Judge
Hughes was so confused she
didn't know where to find the
Presidential oath and Assistant
Atty. Gen. Katzenbach had to
dicate it from the Constitution
by phone from Washington.

Judge Hughes said someone
handed her a copy of the oath

K’s Bible Is Still Unsolved

and the Bible when she arrived
on the plane. She said she real-
ized it was a Roman Catholic
Bible “because it would be nat-
ural on the Presidential plane
of a Catholic President. I wasn't
the least bit dubious about using
it.”

Manchester said Judge
Hughes was hesitant about
using Kennedy's bedside Bible
because it was “probably” Cath-
olic but decided it would be “all
right.”

Judge Hughes sald she saw
no sign of bickering between
Kennedy and Johnson aides
while she was on the plane.




