2/22/72
Dear faul,

Thanks for the letter from your friend (did you note onc of the two lotturs is tle
onc of which I auked you?) and the surprioing clip.dng about ramontov. Ly God! whant will
the police think of their Russisn translator?

© never did any spccial worlk on hme I know there are others who liad some suspicicns,.
lowsver, I would not assume this article has to mean he has hed a change of huart for
stveral reasons. The standard of living hgs inmproved in all Comamunist countries las you
can sec on TV today from China). WBat he: not improved, or has very little, is our concept
of frecdom, aml there Ilya says the right things,

In fact, if one vere to make out a defense of him,ans could arguc that sayin_ it ig
merely boredom thot muke: the Russiang drunlk makes hin g bropagmdists, for Russians hove
alvays becn hoavy drinkers. With the “oles, they run a high 2éreoentage ol drunks,

1 you haven't read “hruschev Remembers, it is a pretty thorough indictment of Stalin
and others. The Hussians colled it a Take, but I'm inclined to think it io rieale lu it
vou will find tole after tale of Stalin Tforecing drink upon his compuriions, makin +them
drunlc on purpose, Khruschev avpids mention of ii: own public drunkemness, esp., in fugo-
slavice, I an £ ln&ling the book faseinating, ;t is available in a bentan paperback if you
are interestods  t in & long booke

Jthat *lya says of tho schools there is true, or was about 10 years 820 or a litile
less, when our povoinment had some ¥xikiiniex sncyclopaedia Dritanica people, as 1 recall,
to a@cic: a study then suposed o have been used tu goose up cur oum schools. I rem.mber
Temdiy that studye In fact, most of burope has mere intcnsive education in tie lover
grades than we do,

It is not only the name your friend produccd tliit sugrests a fite I have a little
more checldng to do when 1 ean. “inger still limits,

fany thanks ane Lect resards,
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‘Mother Russia’ No Longer{

By OT HAMPTON
Staff Writer

Mothet Russia is not the shab-
by old lady she used to be.

She's looking better, eating
better and thinking better than
she did 20 yeals age. But she's
still secretive and suspicious,
especially of strangers.

That's the way one of her na-
tive sons — Prof, Ilya Maman-
tov of Southemn Methodist Uni-
versity — sized Her up aftera
recent study trip (with 33 SMU
students to Moscow, Kiev and
Teningrad, )

The Russian language profes-
sor, who emigrated to the Unit-
ed States in 1949, said,“l was
very impregsed with many of
the things 1 saw in Russia.
Their fine primary and second-
ary education system was a de-
light. They teach their children
English all the way from the

" fourth to the tenth grades. Sci-

ence is stressed too.”
He said‘he also was o

. fremely hnpnesaed" with the

* quality of Russia's new apart-

, struction has improved greatly .

ment buildings and their mpld'
| transit mbway sysbems

'l‘IIE QUAIJTY of thelr con-
since the 1940s," Prof. Maman-

' tov said. “They seem to be us-
, ing better materials and better

engineering plans. The building
elevators and plumbing . sys-
tems work perfectly, It's not

 like 1t used to be."

"He _said the subways i.nMos—

m and practically every other .

one . of Russia's principal cities
‘“are properly laid out” S0 you
can reach any suburban area
“quickly: and cheaply," He said
the fare is 5 kopeks (about 6%
cents) and the trains run every
two minutes,

- The food, he 'explained, is

“starchy, like most Russian
food has always been, but

“We stayed in the Kievskaya
Hotel for several days and the
food was excellent,” Prof, Ma-

mantov said. "'Ithere wak plenty

" of good meat, fresh fish and

baked dishes. Freshwvegetables,
of course, were not availahle
during the Arctic-like winter."

HE SAID “Russian medicina”

in’ the United States, mainly be-
cause the emphasis is more on
prevention rather than cure,

“Doctors In Russia get re-
warded for keeping workers in a

healthful condition,” he said. |
““They don’t have the American

equivalent of a family rhctor'
Prof. Mamantov said he no-

ticed many children “praying in

the churches" during the Ortho-

dox Christmas season #Jan. 6

and 7).

““This - My surpised ﬁe," he |

said. “'St. Vladimar's Cathedral
in Kiev was packed and over-
flowing en Christmas Day. I am
positive religion will have a re-
vival in Russia some day. There
are some 7,000 churches in oper-
ation now In Russia and many
of the people, even the young,

. are rehgious. This is encourag-

ing.'

ON THE MINUS side, Prof.
Mamantov sai¢ “the lack of
ﬁ-eedom of speech and the
press”’ is the worst thing he no-
ticed. And, too, he was dis-
tressed to see “long lines of peo-
ple waiting for such items ams
loaves of bread."”

“I stood in line for 15 minutes

inMoscowwhuun‘.’%-pmnﬂ

"oat of bread,” he sald. “When I

finally got i, it was cheap
enough—only cost 17 cents—and |
it was delicious. I just don’t |
know why they have so many |
lines. Their buream:mcy is to‘

‘is different from that practiced blame, I imagine.’

|
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Shabby Lady

He, zaid the Rmslanahavea
much ‘worse “drinking prob-
lem" than the United States
does, He attributes it to bore-
dom and with a lack of enter~
talnment hdliuesrm-tﬂewurk-
ing people. -

“My -tudm enjoyed their
visit to Russia,” he sald, * ma.
we hope to nheanotherzmup
over there next December. Ev-
ery one of them, however, was
happy and thankful to return to
America. God really has blessed
America.”
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