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A
MERICAN INTELLIGENCE that was shared 

with Saddam Hussein for six years during the 

Fran-Iraq War may have helped Iraq hide 

weapons of mass destruction—including most 

of its secret atomic bomb project—from U.S. forces 

seeking to destroy the arsenals during the Gulf War. 

This possibility has arisen in the aftermath of the 

recent discoveries in Iraq by United Nations inspectors 

that Saddam's deadly stockpile was more than 10 times 

as large as predicted by U.S. intelligence agencies cu-- 

ing the Gulf War. 
By any analysis, what Operation Desert Storm 

missed in its Gulf War effort to destroy Saddam's se-

cret arms caches was staggering—more than 819 Scud 

missiles, a huge cannon almost 100-feet long resting on 

a mountainside and aimed at Israel, more than 11,000 

chemical shells and three uranium enrichment/hydro-

gen bomb component factories, according to U.N. re-

ports. 
"Our failure to cover the Iraqi weapons programs 

was clearly a significant intelligence failure," former 

acting CIA operations chief Edward Juchniewicz re-

cently concluded. 
The causes of the U.S. miscalculations are not clear. 

But numerous former intelligence officials and other 

specialists in interviews expressed concerns that infor-

mation given to Iraq—including photo-reconnnaissance 

data—as part of the Reagan administration's "tilt" to-

ward Saddam to prevent an Iranian victory in the 1980-

88 war could have been used to shelter Saddam's mil-

itary might during Operation Desert Storm. 

On one occasion, Saddam is said to have personally 

shown one Soviet defense official a U.S. satellite image, 

according to two former intelligence officials, and asked 

for help in concealing things from the spy orbiters. The 

Soviets responded with training in military deception 

tactics and communications security. According to one 

of the former officials, the Soviets later provided the 

United States with some of the details of the tech-

niques just before the Gulf War. 

The long-running U.S. "intelligence liaison" with Iraq 

was the subject of a recent closed-door debate on the 

nomination of Robert M. Gates as CIA director. 

A majority of the Senate Select Committee on Intel-

ligence concluded that all intelligence supplied to Iraq 

was "appropriately sanitized" and thus of little use to 

Saddam other than helping him in his war with Iran. 

But not all the senators agreed, and important ques-

tions about the scope of the intelligence transfer re-

main unanswered. 
In a report released last week, the panel noted that 

during the summer of 1986, "CIA staff officers had, on 

two occasions, shared certain intelligence with the 
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Scott Malone is an investigative reporter for PBS's 

"Frontline," whose documentary, "The Man Who Made 

the Supergun," will be rebroadcast Nov, 26 
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 of declassified testim
o-

ny, classified docum
ents, academ

ic studies and 
interview

s w
ith m
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 in the spring [of] 1982. 
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ar ended in July 1988, 
G

ates has testified, "our intelligence assets 
w

ere shifted aw
ay." B

ut w
hen Iraq invaded 

K
uw

ait in A
ugust 1990, U

.S
 spy satellites re-

appeared over the region. T
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