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b
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b
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r d
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e oth
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 b
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e b
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, p
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 b
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 b
u

llet in
 th

e leg
 b
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b
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e p
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 b
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e p
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o b
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 d
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e p
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e d
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e p
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 rea
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reitm
an

, w
ritten

 from
 D
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reitm

an has requested that the follow
ing be added: "T

he 

q
u

estion
s I ask

ed
 ab

ou
t th

e role of th
e p
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 d
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th
at in

volvem
en

t cou
ld

 n
ot h

ave b
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e d
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 d
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h

e
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d

-
lin
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n
c
h
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n
g
e
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u
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b
-

h
e
a
d
 is d
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n
t. T

h
is tim

e
 it 
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a
d
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o
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e
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e
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u
e
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n
e
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u
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p
ect." 
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h
e
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e
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o

n
d

"
 s

u
s
p

e
c
t h

a
s
 

d
ro

p
p
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 n
o
t o

n
ly

 o
u
t o

f th
e h

ead
-

lin
e
, b

u
t o

u
t o

f B
re

slin
's sto

ry
 

to
o

. N
o

th
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t h

is b
e
in

g
 

cau
g
h
t an

d
 b
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 b

y
 th

e cro
w

d
, 

n
o
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t h

is b
e
in

g
 re

sc
u
e
d
 

b
y
 th

e
 p

o
lic

e
, n

o
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t h

is 
b

e
in

g
 ta

k
e
n

 to
 th

e
 W

a
d

sw
o

rth
 

sta
tio

n
, n

o
th

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
e
 c

ity
's 

to
p
 p

o
lice co

n
v
erg

in
g
 o

n
 th

at sta-
tio

n
. 

N
o
t o

n
ly

 d
o
es h

e d
isap

p
ear fro

m
 

B
re

slin
's sto

ry
 in

 th
e
 la

te
 c

ity
 

e
d

itio
n

, b
u

t h
e
 d

isa
p

p
e
a
rs fro

m
 

th
e 

H
era

ld
 T

rib
u

n
e 

alto
g

eth
er 

fro
m

 th
a
t d

a
te

 to
 th

is. 
P

erh
ap

s th
e w

h
o
le th

in
g
 n

ev
er 

h
ap

p
en

ed
? P

erh
ap

s B
reslin

, in
 th

e 
h
e
a
t o

f th
e
 m

o
m

e
n
t, h

a
d
 in

 h
is 

first sto
ry

 rep
o

rted
 a m

ere ru
m

o
r 

a
s a

 fa
c
t, a

n
d
, b

e
in

g
 u

n
a
b
le

 to
 

v
erify

 it, d
ecid

ed
 n

o
t to

 rep
eat it 

in
 later ed

itio
n

s? 
B

u
t th

e
re

 a
re

 th
re

e
 m

o
rn

in
g

 
p

ap
ers in

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk
, an

d
 in

 th
eir 

first ed
itio

n
s th

ey
 all said

 it h
ap

-
pened. 

F
o

r e
x

a
m

p
le

, le
t u

s e
x

a
m

in
e
 

th
e first (city

) ed
itio

n
 o

f th
e N

ew
 

Y
o

rk
 T

im
es fo

r F
eb

. 2
2

. T
h

e su
b

-
h

e
a
d

 is v
e
ry

 c
le

a
r: "P

o
lic

e
 H

o
ld

 
T

w
o
 fo

r Q
u
estio

n
in

g
." 

F
ro

m
 th

e T
im

es' city
 ed

itio
n

, w
e 

e
v
e
n
 le

a
rn

 th
e
 n

a
m

e
 o

f th
e
 c

o
p
 

w
h
o

 cap
tu

red
 th

e "seco
n
d
" m

an
. 

It is P
atro

lm
an

 T
h
o
m

as H
o
y
, w

h
o
 

is
 q

u
o
te

d
 a

s
 s

a
y
in

g
 h

e
 h

a
d
 

"g
rab

b
ed

 a su
sp

ect" b
ein

g
 ch

ased
 

b
y
 so

m
e p

eo
p
le. 

B
u

t w
h

e
n

 w
e
 tu

rn
 to

 th
e
 la

te
 

c
ity

 e
d
itio

n
 o

f th
e
 sa

m
e
 

T
im

es, 
p
rin

te
d
 o

n
ly

 a
 fe

w
 h

o
u
rs la

te
r, h  

w
e
 fin

d
 th

a
t its su

b
h
e
a
d
 to

o
 h

a
s 

c
h
a
n
g
e
d
. It n

o
w

 re
a
d
s: "O

n
e
 

Is 
H

eld
 in

 K
illin

g
." 

B
u
t th

e
 sto

ry
 h

a
sn

't y
e
t b

e
e
n
 

c h
 a n

 g
 e d

 alto
g

eth
er. P

atro
lm

an
 

H
o

y
 still rem

ain
s in

 th
e late city

 
sto

ry
, a

n
d

 so
 d

o
e
s th

e
 "se

c
o

n
d

" 
m

an
 w

h
o

 h
as d

ro
p

p
ed

 o
u

t o
f th

e  

su
b
h
e
a
d
. In

 fa
c
t, th

e
 sto

ry
 h

a
s 

m
o
re ab

o
u
t H

o
y
 th

an
 it h

ad
 in

 th
e 

city
 ed

itio
n
. 

T
h
is tim

e
 th

e
 

T
im

es 
rep

o
rts: 

"'A
s I b

ro
u
g
h
t h

im
 to

 th
e
 fro

n
t 

o
f th

e b
allro

o
m

, th
e cro

w
d

 b
eg

an
 

b
eatin

g
 m

e an
d
 th

e su
sp

ect,' P
a-

tro
lm

an
 H

o
y
 said

. H
e said

 h
e p

u
t 

th
is m

an
 —

 n
o
t o

th
erw

ise id
en

ti-
fied

 later fo
r n

ew
sm

en
 —

 in
to

 a 
p

o
lice car to

 b
e tak

en
 to

 th
e W

ad
s-

w
o

rth
 A

v
en

u
e statio

n
." 

T
h

en
 H

o
y

's cap
tiv

e d
isap

p
ears 

fro
m

 th
e T

im
es as co

m
p
letely

 an
d
 

as p
erm

an
en

tly
 as h

e d
id

 fro
m

 th
e 

H
erald

 T
rib

u
n
e, an

d
 fro

m
 all th

e 
o

th
er d

aily
 p

ap
ers. 

B
u

t th
ere can

n
o

t b
e an

y
 d

o
u

b
t 

in
 th

e
 m

in
d
 o

f a
n
y
o
n
e
 re

a
d
in

g
 

th
e
 a

c
c
o

u
n
ts I h

a
v

e
 c

ite
d

 th
a
t a 

se
c
o
n
d
 m

a
n
 w

a
s c

a
p
tu

re
d
 a

n
d
 

tak
en

 aw
ay

 b
y

 th
e p

o
lice. 

W
h
o
 w

as h
e? 

W
h
y
 d

id
 th

e p
ress lo

se in
terest 

in
 h

im
 so

 su
d
d
en

ly
, at a tim

e th
at 

it w
a
s fillin

g
 its p

a
g
e
s w

ith
 a

ll 
k
in

d
s o

f m
aterial ab

o
u
t th

e m
u
r-

d
er, in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e silliest triv

iali-
tie

s a
n
d
 w

ild
e
st ru

m
o
rs?

 W
a
s it 

b
ecau

se th
e p

o
lice "ad

v
ised

" th
em

 
to? W

h
y

 d
id

 P
atro

lm
an

 H
o

y
 d

eem
 

th
e "seco

n
d
" m

an
 to

 b
e a su

sp
ect? 

W
h
a
t w

a
s h

e
 d

o
in

g
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
 

H
o

y
 g

rab
b
ed

 h
im

? 
W

h
y

 d
id

 th
e
 c

ro
w

d
 d

eem
 h

im
 

to
 b

e
 a

 su
sp

e
c
t?

 W
h
a
t h

a
d
 th

e
y
 

s
e
e
n
 h

im
 d

o
in

g
 b

e
fo

re
 H

o
y
 

g
rab

b
ed

 h
im

? 
W

h
y

 d
id

 th
e city

's "to
p
 p

o
lice-

m
e
n
" su

rro
u
n
d
 h

im
 w

ith
 a

 w
a
ll 

o
f s

ile
n

c
e
 th

a
t h

a
s
 n

o
t b

e
e
n

 
p
ierced

 fo
r 4

1
/2

 m
o
n
th

s? 
If th

ey
 d

ecid
ed

 h
e w

as in
n
o
cen

t, 
w

h
y
 d

id
n
't th

ey
 say

 so
 p

u
b
licly

? 
T

h
at is th

e u
su

al p
ractice. 

W
h
y
 d

id
n
't th

e
y
 a

t le
a
st a

n
-

n
o
u
n
c
e
 h

is n
a
m

e
?
 T

h
a
t is a

lso
 

u
su

ally
 d

o
n

e. 
W

h
a
t d

id
 th

e
 "se

c
o
n
d
" 

m
an 

k
n

o
w

 ab
o

u
t th

e m
u

rd
er p

lo
t an

d
 

th
e id

en
tity

 o
f th

e k
illers? 

It is extrem
ely difficult to figure 

out w
hy the police (and the press) 

b
eh

av
ed

 in
 th

is w
ay

. It lead
s to

 
an

o
th

er q
u
estio

n
: 

C
o

u
ld

 th
e
 "se

c
o

n
d

" m
a
n

 h
a
v

e
 

b
een

 a p
o

lice ag
en

t? 

F
a
n
ta

stic
?
 O

n
ly

 if y
o
u
 d

o
n
't 

k
n
o
w

 an
y
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e p
o
lice, 

F
B

I, C
IA

, etc. 
It is sta

n
d

a
rd

 p
ro

c
e
d
u
re

 fo
r 

th
e
m

 to
 in

filtra
te

 ra
d
ic

a
l, b

la
c
k
 

n
a
tio

n
a
list a

n
d
 ju

st m
ilita

n
t o

r-
g
an

izatio
n
s. S

o
m

etim
es, as th

e re-
c
e
n
t "

S
ta

tu
e
 o

f L
ib

e
rty

"
 c

a
se

 
sh

o
w

ed
, th

ese p
o
lice ag

en
ts w

o
rm

 
th

e
ir w

a
y
 in

to
 p

o
sitio

n
s w

h
e
re

 
th

ey
 can

 carry
 o

u
t p

ro
v
o
catio

n
s 

o
r c

a
u
se

 o
th

e
r d

a
m

a
g
e
, in

 a
d
d
i-

tio
n
 to

 m
erely

 "rep
o
rtin

g
" w

h
at 

h
ap

p
en

s in
sid

e th
e o

rg
an

izatio
n
s 

in
filtrated

. 
W

e
 d

o
 n

o
t h

a
v
e
 to

 sp
e
c
u
la

te
 

a
b
o
u
t w

h
e
th

e
r o

r n
o
t th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 

in
filtra

te
d
 th

e
 O

rg
a
n
iz

a
tio

n
 o

f 
A

fro
-A

m
erican

 U
n
ity

 an
d
 w

h
eth

er 
o
r n

o
t su

c
h
 p

o
lic

e
 a

g
e
n
ts w

e
re

 
p

resen
t at th

e A
u

d
u

b
o

n
 B

allro
o

m
 

a
t th

e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. 

T
h

e
 a

n
sw

e
r is y

e
s, w

ith
o

u
t a

n
y

 
sp

ecu
latio

n
. 

A
 "h

ig
h

 p
o

lice o
fficial" said

, as 
re

p
o
rte

d
 in

 th
e
 H

e
ra

ld
 T

rib
u
n
e
 

F
eb

. 2
3
, th

at "sev
eral" m

em
b
ers 

o
f th

e h
ig

h
ly

 secretiv
e B

u
reau

 o
f 

S
p
e
c
ia

l S
e
rv

ic
e
s (B

O
S

S
) w

e
re

 

D
E

T
R

O
IT

, 
Ju

ly
 1

8
 —

 "W
h

y
 

d
o
n
't y

o
u
 a

d
m

it th
a
t th

e
 B

la
c
k
 

M
u

slim
s k

ille
d

 M
a
lc

o
lm

 X
, in

-
ste

a
d
 o

f try
in

g
 to

 c
a
st su

sp
ic

io
n
 

o
n

 th
e p

o
lice? M

alco
lm

 h
im

self 
said

 th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s w
ere try

-
in

g
 to

 k
ill h

im
, an

d
 h

e w
as g

o
in

g
 

to
 rev

eal th
e n

am
es o

f th
e w

o
u
ld

-
b
e assassin

s at 
th

e
 m

e
e
tin

g
 o

n
 

F
eb

. 2
1

 w
h

ere h
e w

as m
u

rd
ered

." 
T

h
e
 a

b
o
v
e
 is o

n
e
 re

sp
o
n
se

 to
 

m
y

 article in
 th

e Ju
ly

 1
2

 M
ilitan

t, 
w

h
ere I to

o
k
 n

o
te o

f certain
 th

in
g
s 

p
rin

ted
 in 

th
e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 n
e
w

s-
p

ap
ers after th

e assassin
atio

n
 th

at 
raised questions about the conduct 
of the police. 

T
h

e reaso
n

 I d
o

n
't "ad

m
it" th

e 
B

lack 
M

u
slim

s k
illed

 M
alco

lm
 is 

th
a
t I d

o
n

't k
n

o
w

 th
a
t to

 b
e
 a

 
fa

c
t, It m

a
y

 b
e
 so

, b
u

t u
n

til it is  

5
 

p
re

se
n

t in
 th

e
 a

u
d

ie
n

c
e
 a

t th
e
 

tim
e o

f th
e k

illin
g
. (B

O
S

S
 is th

e 
p
o
lic

e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 in

v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 th
e
 

S
ta

tu
e
 o

f L
ib

e
rty

 p
ro

v
o
c
a
tio

n
.) 

A
fte

r ta
lk

in
g

 to
 th

is h
ig

h
 p

o
lic

e
 

o
fficial, 

H
erald 

T
rib

u
n

e
 sta

ff 
m

em
b
er M

ilto
n
 L

ew
is w

ro
te: 

"It is n
o

 secret th
at B

O
S

S
 p

o
lice 

—
 w

h
o
 n

e
v
e
r w

e
a
r u

n
ifo

rm
s -

h
av

e cred
en

tials to
 co

v
er alm

o
st 

an
y
 situ

atio
n
, so

 th
at if th

ey
 w

ere 
re

q
u
ire

d
 to

 h
a
v
e
 a

 c
a
rd

 o
r e

m
-

b
lem

 o
f th

e B
lack

 N
atio

n
alist sect 

it is
 a

 s
a
fe

 b
e
t th

a
t th

e
y
 h

a
d
 

th
em

." 

S
o

 p
e
rh

a
p

s th
e
 "se

c
o

n
d

" m
a
n

 
w

as a 
p
o
lice ag

en
t, an

d
 p

erh
ap

s 
th

e
 stra

n
g

e
 b

e
h

a
v

io
r o

f th
e
 

top 
p

o
lic

e
 re

su
lts fro

m
 th

e
ir d

e
sire

 
to

 p
ro

tect o
n
e o

f th
eir o

w
n
 "sev

-
eral" m

en
 p

resen
t at th

e A
u
d
u
b
o
n
. 

B
u
t in

 th
a
t c

a
se

, th
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 

m
u
st b

e
 a

sk
e
d
 a

g
a
in

, a
n
d
 su

c
h
 

q
u

estio
n

s w
ill k

eep
 o

n
 b

ein
g

 ask
ed

 
u
n
til th

e w
h
o
le sto

ry
 is to

ld
: W

h
y
 

w
as th

e cro
w

d
 co

n
v
in

ced
 th

at th
e 

"
se

c
o

n
d

"
 m

a
n

 w
a
s o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 

k
illers? 

p
ro

v
ed

 it rem
ain

s o
n

ly
 a p

o
ssib

il-
ity

 —
 o

n
e am

o
n
g
 o

th
ers. E

v
en

 if 
B

la
c
k
 M

u
slim

s o
r th

e
ir a

g
e
n
ts 

w
e
re

 o
u

t to
 k

ill h
im

, th
e
y

 m
a
y

 
n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 th

e o
n
ly

 o
n
es. 

W
h

at M
alco

lm
 th

o
u

g
h

t ab
o

u
t it 

is im
p

o
rtan

t, b
u

t n
o

t co
n

clu
siv

e; 
h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t h

a
v

e
 a

ll th
e
 fa

c
ts

 
eith

er. 
W

h
en

 h
is h

o
m

e w
as b

o
m

b
ed

 o
n
 

F
e
b
. 1

4
, a

 w
e
e
k
 b

e
fo

re
 h

is a
s-

sassin
atio

n
, h

e d
efin

itely
 accu

sed
 

th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s o
f th

e m
u

rd
er 

attem
p
t. H

e believed it w
as a con-

tin
u

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
ir b

itte
r a

tta
c
k

s 
an

d
 h

arassm
en

ts. 
O

n
ce h

e h
ad

 m
ad

e th
is accu

sa-
tio

n
, it w

a
s a

 p
e
rfe

c
t se

tu
p

 fo
r 

o
th

er fo
rces to

 k
ill h

im
 an

d
 h

av
e 

it assum
ed that the B

lack M
uslim

s 
w

ere g
u
ilty

. I d
o
 n

o
t say

 it h
ap

- 

T
h

e R
o

le o
f th

e P
o

lice 



6 p
e
n
e
d
 th

a
t w

a
y
; I sa

y
 it c

o
u
ld

 
h
av

e h
ap

p
en

ed
 th

at w
ay

 if o
th

er 
fo

rc
e
s w

e
re

 o
u
t to

 g
e
t h

im
. 

T
h
e
 p

o
lic

e
 a

n
d
 th

e
 p

re
ss p

u
b
-

licized
 M

alco
lm

's first o
p

in
io

n
, b

u
t 

n
o

t h
is la

te
r d

o
u

b
ts a

b
o

u
t th

a
t 

o
p
in

io
n
. Y

e
t it is a

 fa
c
t th

a
t in

 
th

e
 la

st tw
o
 o

r th
re

e
 d

a
y
s o

f h
is 

life M
alco

lm
 b

eg
an

 to
 h

av
e sec-

o
n
d
 th

o
u
g
h
ts ab

o
u
t th

e q
u
estio

n
. 

H
e to

ld
 asso

ciates h
e w

as "n
o
t all 

th
a
t su

re
 it's th

e
 M

u
slim

s" a
n
d
 

th
a
t h

e
 w

a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 q
u
it sa

y
in

g
 

it w
as. 

A
n
d
 in

 th
e last h

o
u
r o

f h
is life, 

a
s h

e
 sa

t in
 th

e
 sm

a
ll a

n
te

ro
o
m

 
o
f th

e A
u
d
u
b
o
n
 B

allro
o
m

 w
aitin

g
 

fo
r h

is tu
rn

 to
 sp

e
a
k

, h
e
 to

ld
 

m
em

b
ers o

f h
is o

rg
an

izatio
n
 th

ere 
th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 sta
te

 th
a
t 

h
e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 h

a
sty

 to
 a

c
c
u
se

 th
e
 

B
la

c
k

 M
u

slim
s o

f b
o

m
b

in
g

 h
is 

h
o
m

e
, b

e
c
a
u
se

 th
in

g
s th

a
t h

a
d
 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 after th

e b
o
m

b
in

g
 h

ad
 

co
n

v
in

ced
 h

im
 o

f th
e ex

isten
ce o

f 
a
 p

lo
t b

ig
g
e
r a

n
d
 b

e
y
o
n
d
 th

e
 

cap
ab

ilities o
f th

e B
lack

 M
u
slim

s. 
A

g
ain

, h
e m

ig
h

t h
av

e b
een

 rig
h

t 
o
r h

e
 m

ig
h
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 w

ro
n
g
. 

T
h

e p
o

in
t is th

at h
e d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o

w
 

fo
r su

re, an
d
 th

erefo
re h

is o
p
in

io
n
 

o
n
e
 w

a
y
 o

r th
e
 o

th
e
r is n

o
t c

o
n
-

clu
siv

e. 
In

 m
y
 p

rev
io

u
s article I called

 
atten

tio
n
 to

 so
m

e th
in

g
s th

at th
e 

N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 p
a
p
e
rs re

p
o
rte

d
 rig

h
t 

a
fte

r th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 a

n
d
 th

e
n
 

d
ro

p
p

e
d

 lik
e
 a

 h
o

t p
o

ta
to

: T
h

a
t 

th
e
 c

ro
w

d
 h

a
d
 se

iz
e
d
 a

n
d
 w

a
s 

b
eatin

g
 tw

o
 m

en
 w

h
o
m

 th
ey

 ac-
cu

sed
 o

f h
av

in
g
 k

illed
 M

alco
lm

; 
th

at th
e p

o
lice cam

e an
d

 rescu
ed

 
th

e
se

 tw
o
 m

e
n
; th

a
t th

e
y
 la

te
r 

in
d

ic
te

d
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
m

, T
a
lm

a
d

g
e
 

H
a
y

e
r o

f P
a
te

rso
n

, N
. J., fo

r th
e
 

m
u
rd

er; b
u
t th

at th
ey

 n
ev

er h
av

e 
sa

id
 a

n
y
th

in
g

 a
b

o
u
t th

e
 se

c
o
n

d
 

m
an

, w
h

o
 h

as sim
p

ly
 d

isap
p

eared
 

w
ith

o
u

t ex
p

lan
atio

n
. 

T
ry

in
g
 to

 fig
u
re

 o
u
t w

h
y
 th

e
*
 

p
o
lice b

eh
av

ed
 so

 stran
g
ely

 in
 re- 

g
a
rd

 to
 th

is se
c
o
n
d
 m

a
n
, I n

o
te

d
 

th
at th

ey
 ad

m
itted

 "sev
eral" p

o
lice 

ag
en

ts w
ere in

 th
e h

all p
reten

d
in

g
 

to
 b

e
 o

rd
in

a
ry

 m
e
m

b
e
rs o

f th
e
 

a
u

d
ie

n
c
e
 w

h
e
n

 th
e
 k

illin
g

 to
o

k
 

p
la

c
e
, a

n
d

 I sp
e
c
u

la
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 

seco
n

d
 m

an
 m

ig
h

t h
av

e b
een

 o
n

e 

o
f th

ese p
o

lice ag
en

ts. I said
 th

at 
th

is m
ig

h
t acco

u
n
t fo

r th
e w

ay
 th

e 
to

p
 p

o
lic

e
 d

e
a
lt w

ith
 h

im
, a

n
d
 

th
e
n
 I a

sk
e
d
 a

g
a
in

: If h
e
 w

a
s 

a
 p

o
lic

e
 a

g
e
n

t, w
h

a
t w

a
s h

e
 d

o
-

in
g
 th

a
t c

o
n
v
in

c
e
d
 a

 p
a
rt o

f th
e
 

a
u
d
ie

n
c
e
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 

k
illers? 
In

 th
e recen

t S
tatu

e o
f L

ib
erty

 
c
a
se

 in
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

, it tu
rn

e
d
 o

u
t 

th
a
t th

e
 c

h
ie

f in
itia

to
r o

f w
h

a
t- 

e
v
e
r w

a
s p

lo
tte

d
• w

a
s a

n
 a

g
e
n
t-

p
ro

v
o

cateu
r p

lan
ted

 th
ere b

y
 th

e 
city

 p
o
lice. W

h
en

 a K
u
 K

lu
x
 K

lan
 

g
an

g
 m

u
rd

ered
 M

rs. V
io

la L
iu

zzo
 

in
 A

la
b
a
m

a
, it tu

rn
e
d
 o

u
t th

a
t 

o
n
e
 m

e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 g

a
n
g
 w

a
s a

n
 

a
g

e
n

t p
la

n
te

d
 th

e
re

 b
y

 th
e
 F

B
I. 

It is w
e
ll k

n
o

w
n

, a
n

d
 M

a
lc

o
lm

 
p
o
in

te
d
 th

is o
u
t se

v
e
ra

l tim
e
s, 

th
at th

e p
o
lib

e an
d
 th

e F
B

I h
av

e 
in

filtrated
 th

e B
lack

 M
u

slim
s. 

T
h
ese are reaso

n
s w

h
y
 I can

n
o
t 

ru
le

 o
u
t th

e
 p

o
ssib

ility
 th

a
t a

 
p
o
lice ag

en
t m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 p

art 
o
f th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r g

a
n

g
, e

v
e
n

 e
n

-
c
o

u
ra

g
in

g
 th

e
 p

lo
t. It d

o
e
sn

't a
t 

all d
isp

lease th
e p

o
lice th

at M
al- 

c
o
lm

 is d
e
a
d
 a

n
d
 h

is m
o
v
e
m

e
n
t 

b
e
h
e
a
d
e
d
, u

n
d
e
r c

irc
u
m

sta
n
c
e
s 

th
a
t fa

v
o

r b
la

m
in

g
 th

e
 B

la
c
k

 
M

u
slim

s an
d
 p

o
ssib

ly
 w

ip
in

g
 o

u
t 

th
eir m

o
v

em
en

t, to
o

. 
If su

c
h
 sp

e
c
u
la

tio
n
 is w

ith
o
u
t 

b
a
sis, if th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 d

id
 n

o
t h

a
v
e
 

a
n
 a

g
e
n
t in

 th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r g

a
n
g
, if 

th
e p

o
lice w

ere in
 n

o
 w

ay
 im

p
li-

c
a
te

d
 in

 th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r, th

e
n
 th

e
y
 

sh
o

u
ld

 easily
 b

e ab
le to

 clear u
p

 
th

e p
u
zzlin

g
 q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
seco

n
d
 m

an
, w

h
o
se id

en
tity

 an
d
 

ro
le th

ey
 k

n
o
w

.
 

W
h
ile

 th
e
y
 a

re
 a

t it, p
e
rh

a
p
s 

th
e
y
 w

ill c
le

a
r u

p
 so

m
e
 o

th
e
r .  

m
atters ab

o
u

t th
eir co

n
d

u
ct. 

M
a
lc

o
lm

's b
o
d
y
 w

a
s h

a
rd

ly
 

c
o

ld
 b

e
fo

re
 to

p
 p

o
lic

e
 o

ffic
ia

ls 
b
eg

an
 b

o
m

b
ard

in
g
 th

e p
u
b
lic w

ith
 

statem
en

ts ab
o
u
t h

o
w

 o
ften

 th
ey

 
h
ad

 o
ffered

 h
im

 p
ro

tectio
n
. E

v
ery

 
o
fficial h

ad
 a d

ifferen
t fig

u
re fo

r 
th

e
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f o
ffe

rs, b
u

t a
ll o

f 
th

em
 said

 M
alco

lm
 refu

sed
 p

ro
-

tection, 
B

etty S
habazz, M

alcolm
's w

idow
, 

h
a
d
 a

n
o
th

e
r sto

ry
. T

e
d
 P

o
sto

n
, 

w
ritin

g
 in

 th
e F

eb
. 2

3
 N

ew
 Y

ork 
P

ost, 
to

ld
 o

f h
e
r re

a
c
tio

n
, th

e
  

n
ig

h
t after th

e k
illin

g
, as sh

e w
as 

w
a
tc

h
in

g
 T

V
 a

n
d

 h
e
a
rd

 D
e
p

u
ty

 
P

o
lice C

o
m

m
issio

n
er W

alter A
rm

 
say

, "O
f co

u
rse w

e o
ffered

 M
al-

c
o
lm

 X
 p

o
lic

e
 p

ro
te

c
tio

n
 m

a
n
y
 

tim
e
s —

 a
s la

te
 a

s th
e
 d

a
y
 h

is 
h
o
u
se

 w
a
s b

o
m

b
e
d
." "T

h
a
t's a

 
lie," M

rs. S
h
ab

azz said
. 

E
ith

e
r w

a
y

, th
e
 p

o
lic

e
 a

re
 n

o
t 

ab
so

lv
ed

 o
f th

e resp
o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r 
p
rev

en
tin

g
 m

u
rd

er. T
h
ey

 are su
p
-

p
o
sed

 to
 p

ro
tect p

eo
p
le, th

ey
 are 

su
p
p
o
sed

 to
 p

rev
en

t m
u
rd

er, ev
en

 
o

f p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 d
o

n
't w

an
t sp

ecial 
p
ro

tectio
n
, A

n
d
 in

 th
is case th

ey
 

k
n

ew
, m

o
re th

an
 a m

o
n

th
 b

efo
re 

F
e
b
. 2

1
, th

a
t M

a
lco

lm
's m

u
rd

er 
w

as b
ein

g
 p

lan
n

ed
. 

T
h
a
t isn

't w
h
a
t I sa

y —
 

th
at's 

w
h

at th
ey

 say. "A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e 

p
o
lice sp

o
k
esm

an
, th

e d
ep

artm
en

t 
k
n
ew

 in
 m

id
-Jan

u
ary

 th
at an

 at-
te

m
p
t w

a
s to

 b
e
 m

a
d
e
 o

n
 M

a
l-

co
lm

's life," th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
Jour-

nal-A
m

erican 
re

p
o

rte
d

 o
n

 F
e
b

. 
22. T

h
e p

o
lice sp

o
k
esm

an
 d

id
 n

o
t 

say
 h

o
w

 th
ey

 k
n
ew

. T
h
is w

o
u
ld

 
b
e
 in

te
re

stin
g
, b

u
t h

e
re

 le
t u

s 
co

n
fin

e o
u
rselv

es to
 th

e q
u
estio

n
 

o
f w

h
at th

e p
o
lice, k

n
o
w

in
g
 ab

o
u
t 

th
e m

u
rd

er p
lo

t, d
id

 in
 an

d
 aro

u
n

d
 

th
e
 A

u
d

u
b

o
n

 B
a
llro

o
m

 o
n

 F
e
b

. 
21. 
. W

e
 a

lre
a
d
y
 k

n
o
w

 th
a
t th

e
re

 
w

ere "sev
eral" u

n
d
erco

v
er p

o
lice 

ag
en

ts in
 th

e au
d

ien
ce. W

h
at ab

o
u

t 
o
u
tsid

e? 

"A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 p
o
lice o

fficials, a 
p

atro
lm

an
 w

as statio
n

ed
 o

u
tsid

e 
th

e
 b

a
llro

o
m

," th
e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 
W

orld-T
elegram

 rep
o
rted

 F
eb

. 2
2
. 

A
 h

ig
h

 p
o

lice o
fficial, after co

n
-

firm
in

g
 th

a
t p

o
lic

e
 a

g
e
n

ts w
e
re

 
p

lan
ted

 in
sid

e th
e m

eetin
g

, added, 
"A

n
d
 th

ere w
ere a co

u
p
le o

f u
n
i-

fo
rm

ed
 m

en
 o

u
tsid

e," th
e 

H
erald 

T
rib

u
n
e rep

o
rted

 F
eb

. 2
3
. 

"D
ep

u
ty

 P
o

lice C
o
m

m
issio

n
er 

W
alter A

rm
 said

 y
esterd

ay
 [F

eb
. 

2
2
] th

at a sp
ecial d

etail h
ad

 b
een

 
assig

n
ed

 o
u
tsid

e th
e b

allro
o
m

 . . . 
A

ssista
n
t C

h
ie

f In
sp

e
c
to

r H
a
rry

 
T

a
y
lo

r, in
 c

h
a
rg

e
 o

f M
a
n
h
a
tta

n
 

N
o
rth

 u
n
ifo

rm
ed

 p
o
lice said

 S
u
n
-

d
ay

 [F
eb

. 2
1
] th

at tw
o
 serg

ean
ts 

a
n
d
 1

8
 p

a
tro

lm
e
n
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 sta

- 

7 

tio
n

ed
 in

 th
e area," th

e N
ew

 Y
ork 

T
im

es rep
o

rted
 o

n
 F

eb
. 2

3
. 

W
h
ich

 w
as it —

 "a" p
atro

lm
an

, 
"a

 c
o
u
p
le

" o
r a

 "sp
e
c
ia

l d
e
ta

il" 
o

f 2
0

?
 W

h
y

 su
c
h

 d
isc

re
p

a
n

c
ie

s 
a
b
o
u
t a

 re
la

tiv
e
ly

 sim
p
le

 q
u
e
s-

tio
n
?
 W

h
a
t d

o
e
s
 it d

e
n
o
te

 -
in

ep
tn

ess, in
d
ifferen

ce, o
r a sen

se 
o
f g

u
ilt? 

L
e
t u

s, fo
r th

e
 m

o
m

e
n
t, g

iv
e
 

th
e p

o
lice d

ep
artm

en
t th

e b
en

efit 
o
f th

e d
o
u
b
t an

d
 assu

m
e th

at th
ey

 
d

id
 a

ssig
n

 2
0

 c
o

p
s o

u
tsid

e
 th

e
 

A
u
d
u
b
o
n
. T

h
e sig

h
t o

f th
em

 m
ig

h
t 

h
a
v

e
 h

a
d

 so
m

e
 e

ffe
c
t o

n
 th

e
 

k
ille

rs. W
h
e
re

 w
e
re

 th
e
 2

0
 c

o
p
s 

b
etw

een
 th

e tim
e p

eo
p
le b

eg
an

 to
 

a
rriv

e
 fo

r th
e
 ra

lly
 a

n
d
 th

e
 tim

e
 

o
f th

e
 k

illin
g
?
 M

a
n
y
 w

itn
e
sse

s 
saw

 few
 o

r n
o
 co

p
s as th

ey
 reach

-
ed

 th
e A

u
d

u
b

o
n

. 
M

rs. P
atricia M

. R
u
ssell, a p

sy
-

ch
iatric so

cial w
o
rk

er o
f N

ew
 R

o
-

ch
elle, w

h
o

 w
ro

te an
 ey

ew
itn

ess 
d
e
sc

rip
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r in

 th
e
 

F
eb

. 2
7
 B

altim
o
re A

fro-A
m

erican, 
said

, "W
h

en
 w

e d
ro

v
e p

ast th
e A

u
-

d
u

b
o

n
 B

allro
o

m
 ... th

ere w
ere tw

o
 

p
o
lice cars an

d
 eig

h
t p

o
licem

en
 -

tw
o
 in

 fro
n
t a

n
d
 six

 sta
n
d
in

g
 

acro
ss th

e street at v
ario

u
s co

rn
ers. 

W
e
 h

a
d
 to

 lo
o
k
 fo

r a
 p

a
rk

in
g
 

sp
ace an

d
 d

id
 n

o
t g

et b
ack

 to
 th

e 
b
allro

o
m

 fo
r 1

0
 m

in
u
tes. T

h
e area 

in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e b

allro
o

m
 w

as clear 
o
f p

o
licem

en
. T

h
ere w

as n
o
t o

n
e 

o
ffic

e
r in

 sig
h

t." T
h

is w
a
s 1

0
 o

r 
1
5
 m

in
u
tes b

efo
re th

e m
u
rd

er. 

W
h
e
re

 w
a
s th

e
 sp

e
c
ia

l d
e
ta

il 
o
f 2

0
 p

o
lice at th

is tim
e? 

If it h
ad

 d
ep

en
d
ed

 o
n
 th

e co
p
s 

a
lo

n
e
, n

o
b
o
d
y
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

cap
tu

red
 at th

e scen
e o

f th
e crim

e. 

T
h
e
 "

se
v
e
ra

l"
 p

o
lic

e
 a

g
e
n
ts 

d
id

n
't d

o
 a

n
y
th

in
g
 to

 c
a
tc

h
 th

e
 

m
en

 w
h
o
 sh

o
t M

alco
lm

 d
o
w

n
 rig

h
t 

in
 fro

n
t o

f th
em

. 
T

alm
ad

g
e H

ay
er, th

e o
n

ly
 p

er-
so

n
 cap

tu
red

 at th
e A

u
d

u
b

o
n

 w
h

o
 

w
as in

d
icted

 b
y
 th

e p
o
lice fo

r th
e 

m
u
rd

er, w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e g
o
t aw

ay
 if 

it h
ad

 d
ep

en
d
ed

 so
lely

 o
n
 th

e co
p
s, 

in
sid

e o
r o

u
tsid

e. S
o

m
eo

n
e sh

o
t 

h
im

 in
 th

e
 le

g
 a

s h
e
 fle

d
, a

n
d
 

th
e cro

w
d
 ch

asin
g
 h

im
 cau

g
h
t h

im
 

o
u
tsid

e
 th

e
 b

a
llro

o
m

. If it h
a
d
 

n
o
t b

e
e
n
 fo

r th
e
 sh

o
t a

n
d
 th

e
 



8 

c
ro

w
d
, H

a
y
e
r w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 g

o
t 

aw
ay

 b
efo

re p
o
lice sh

o
w

ed
 u

p
. 

W
h
en

 th
e p

o
lice fin

ally
 d

id
 ap

-
p
ear, H

ay
er w

as seized
 fro

m
 th

e 
cro

w
d

 b
y

 S
g
t. A

lv
in

 A
ro

n
o

ff an
d

 
P

a
tro

lm
a
n
 L

o
u
is A

n
g
e
lo

s. T
h
e
 

F
eb

. 2
2
 

T
im

es 
sa

id
 th

e
y
 "w

e
re

 
cru

isin
g
 in

 th
eir p

atro
l car o

n
 u

p
-

p
er B

ro
ad

w
ay

 sh
o
rtly

 after 3
 P

.M
. 

w
h
e
n
 th

e
y
 h

e
a
rd

 sh
o
ts in

 th
e
 

A
u
d
u
b
o
n
 B

allro
o
m

." T
h
e F

eb
. 2

2
 

D
aily N

ew
s said

 th
ey

 "w
ere d

riv
-

in
g
 b

y
." 

T
h

ere w
as n

o
 claim

 b
y

 an
y

b
o

d
y

 
th

at A
ro

n
o
ff an

d
 A

n
g
elo

s b
elo

n
g
ed

 
to

 a
n
y
 sp

e
c
ia

l d
e
ta

il. T
h
e
y
 a

p
-

p
aren

tly
 w

ere o
n
 reg

u
lar cru

isin
g
 

d
u
ty

 o
u
t o

f th
eir p

recin
ct statio

n
, 

an
d
 h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 b
e p

assin
g
 b

y
 as 

D
E

T
R

O
IT

, A
u

g
. 1

4
 —

 In
 tw

o
 

p
rev

io
u

s a
rticles I ra

ised
 q

u
es-

tio
n

s a
b

o
u

t th
e ro

le o
f th

e N
ew

 
Y

ork
 p

olice in
 th

e assassin
ation

 of 
M

alcolm
 X

 last F
eb

. 21, an
d

 ab
ou

t 
th

e in
d

ifferen
ce o

f th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
d

a
ily

 p
ress. I a

m
 g

la
d

 to
 see th

a
t 

I'm
 n

ot th
e on

ly on
e raisin

g q
u

es-
tion

s. 
N

a
t H

en
to

ff, w
h

o
 rev

iew
s th

e 
p

ress fo
r th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 V
illa

g
e 

V
oice, n

o
tes in

 its J
u

ly
 1

5
 issu

e 
th

a
t "

th
ere h

a
s b

een
 a

 cu
rio

u
s 

la
ck

 o
f cu

rio
sity

 a
m

o
n

g
 th

e p
ress 

as to th
e p

rogress th
e p

olice h
ave 

m
ad

e in
 in

vestigatin
g th

e m
u

rd
er 

an
d

 th
ose w

h
o h

ired
 th

e gu
n

s."
 

H
en

to
ff rep

o
rts th

a
t a

 n
u

m
b

er 
o
f q

u
e
stio

n
s a

b
o
u

t th
e
 p

o
lic

e
 

h
an

d
lin

g of th
e case are ask

ed
 b

y 
A

lex
 H

a
ley

 in
 h

is ep
ilo

g
u

e to
 T

h
e 

A
u

tobiograph
y 

o
f M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
t 

w
h

ich
 is so

o
n

 to
 b

e p
u

b
lish

ed
 b

y
 

G
ro

v
e P

ress. H
e a

lso
 refers to

 
M

a
lco

lm
's "

in
crea

sin
g
 d

o
u

b
ts in

 
th

e d
a
y
s b

efo
re th

e a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 

th
a
t if h

e w
ere to

 b
e m

u
rd

ered
, 

th
e (B

la
ck

) M
u

slim
s w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
resp

on
sib

le."
 

"C
onsider 

th
e 

h
u

g
e p

ress p
la

y
  H

ay
er an

d
 th

e p
eo

p
le ch

asin
g
 h

im
 

sp
illed

 o
u
t in

to
 th

e street. 
It is n

o
t n

e
c
e
ssa

ry
 fo

r m
e
 

to 
ch

arg
e th

e p
o
lice w

ith
 in

ep
tn

ess 
o
r in

d
ifferen

ce —
 th

e facts sp
eak

 
fo

r th
e
m

se
lv

e
s. T

h
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 is 

w
h
y
 th

ey
 acted

 th
is w

ay
. A

n
d
 re-

la
te

d
 to

 th
a
t q

u
e
stio

n
 a

re
 tw

o
 

o
th

ers: 
D

id
 th

e k
illers act as b

o
ld

ly
 as 

th
ey

 d
id

 b
ecau

se th
ey

 h
ad

 reaso
n
 

to
 b

eliev
e th

at n
o
n
e o

f th
em

 w
o
u
ld

 
b
e
 c

a
u
g
h
t b

y
 th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 a

t th
e
 

A
u
d
u
b
o
n
 —

 w
h
ic

h
 (le

a
v
in

g
 th

e
 

seco
n
d
 m

an
 asid

e) is ex
actly

 h
o
w

 
it w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t if so

m
e-

o
n
e (n

o
t a co

p
) h

ad
n
't sh

o
t H

ay
er 

in
 th

e leg
? 

A
n
d
 if th

e
y
 h

a
d
 re

a
so

n
 to

 b
e
-

liev
e th

is, w
h
at w

as th
at reaso

n
? 

th
e 

assassin
atio

n
 receiv

ed
," H

en
t-

o
ff sa

y
s. "C

o
n
sid

e
r th

e
 to

ta
l sil-

e
n

c
e
 in

 re
c
e
n
t m

o
n
th

s. Isn
't a

n
y
 

e
d
ito

r o
r re

p
o
rte

r a
t le

a
st m

ild
ly

 
in

terested
 in

 p
u
rsu

in
g
 th

e sto
ry

?" 
A

p
p
a
re

n
tly

 n
o
t, so

 fa
r a

s th
e
 

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 d
ailies g

o
. T

h
eir cu

rio
u
s 

lack
 o

f cu
rio

sity
 an

d
 to

tal silen
ce 

h
a
v
e
 re

m
a
in

e
d
 u

n
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 sin

c
e
 

H
en

to
ff tried

 to
 p

ro
d

 th
em

. 
T

h
e o

n
ly

 resp
o
n
se I h

av
e seen

 
c
a
m

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 H

a
rle

m
 w

e
e
k
ly

, 
A

m
sterd

a
m

 N
ew

s, 
w

h
ich

 p
rin

ted
 

a
n
 a

rtic
le

 b
y
 L

e
s M

a
tth

e
w

s o
n
 

J
u
ly

 3
1
 u

n
d
e
r th

e
 title

 o
f 

"M
alco

lm
 X

 M
u
rd

er Is U
n
so

lv
ed

." 
M

a
tth

e
w

s re
c
o
u
n
ts so

m
e
 w

e
ll-

k
n
o
w

n
 facts ab

o
u
t th

e th
ree m

en
 

in
d
ic

te
d
 fo

r th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r, a

n
d
 o

f-
fers th

e op
in

ion
 th

at "it is d
o

u
b

t-
fu

l if th
e co

u
rt h

as a case ag
ain

st 
th

e th
ree su

sp
ects." 

B
u
t M

a
tth

e
w

s, u
n
lik

e
 th

e
 re

-
p
o
rte

rs o
n
 th

e
 b

ig
 d

a
ily

 p
a
p
e
rs, 

a
t le

a
st m

a
d
e
 in

q
u
irie

s a
t th

e
 

o
ffic

e
 o

f th
e
 D

istric
t A

tto
rn

e
y
, 

w
h

o
 is su

p
p

o
sed

 
to

 p
ro

se
c
u
te

 
m

u
rd

erers. A
n

d
 h

e g
o
t so

m
e state-

m
en

ts 
fro

m
 th

e 
w

iv
e
s o

f tw
o
 

B
lack

 M
u

slim
s b

ein
g h

eld
 fo

r th
e  

m
u
rd

e
r, N

o
rm

a
n
 3

X
 B

u
tle

r a
n
d
 

T
h
o
m

as 1
5
X

 Jo
h
n
so

n
. 

M
a
tth

e
w

s w
a
s to

ld
 

th
a
t 

th
e 

g
ra

n
d
 ju

ry
 in

d
ic

te
d
 th

e
m

, a
lo

n
g
 

w
ith

 T
a
lm

a
d
g
e
 H

a
y
e
r, "a

fte
r a

n
 

in
v
estig

atio
n
 b

y
 A

ssistan
t D

. A
. 

H
erb

ert S
tein

." A
 sp

o
k
esm

an
 fo

r 
D

istric
t A

tto
rn

e
y
 F

ra
n
k
 H

o
g
a
n
 

to
ld

 th
e
 

A
m

sterdam
 

N
ew

s "th
at 

S
tein

 is n
o

 lo
n

g
er co

n
n
ected

 w
ith

 
th

e
 c

a
se

 a
n
d
 th

a
t n

o
 A

ssista
n
t 

D
. A

. is cu
rren

tly
 assig

n
ed

 to
 it. 

N
o
 d

ate h
as b

een
 set fo

r th
e trial." 

T
h
e
 im

p
re

ssio
n
 le

ft b
y
 M

a
t-

th
e
w

's a
rtic

le
 is th

a
t th

e
 D

. A
.'s 

o
ffice n

o
 lo

n
g
er seem

s m
u
ch

 co
n
-

cern
ed

 ab
o
u
t so

lv
in

g
 th

e M
alco

lm
 

X
 case, if it ev

er w
as. W

h
ich

 p
u
ts 

it in
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 c

a
te

g
o
ry

 a
s th

e
 

p
o
lice d

ep
artm

en
t. 

L
et u

s retu
rn

 to
 th

e ro
le o

f th
e 

police. 
L

e
s
s
 th

a
n
 tw

o
 h

o
u
rs

 a
fte

r 
M

alco
lm

 w
as sh

o
t d

o
w

n
 o

n
 F

eb
. 

21, 
to

p
 p

o
lic

e
 o

ffic
ia

ls h
a
n
d
e
d
 

d
o
w

n
 th

e lin
e th

at th
e k

illin
g
 w

as 
th

e
 re

su
lt o

f a
 fe

u
d
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 

B
lack

 
M

u
slim

s a
n
d
 M

a
lc

o
lm

's 
m

o
v
em

en
t; th

at is, th
e k

illers w
ere 

B
lack

 M
u
slim

s o
r th

eir ag
en

ts. 
H

o
w

 co
u
ld

 th
ey

 h
av

e d
ecid

ed
 

th
is so

 fast? H
o
w

 co
u
ld

 th
ey

 b
e so

 
su

re
 o

f it th
a
t th

e
y
 m

a
d
e
 n

o
 e

f-
fo

rts to
 se

e
k
 th

e
 k

ille
rs in

 o
th

e
r 

,q
u
arters? 
A

t th
e
 m

o
m

e
n
t o

f th
e
ir a

n
-

n
o
u
n
cem

en
t, th

ey
 h

ad
 tw

o
 m

en
 in

 
cu

sto
d
y
 as su

sp
ects. O

n
e w

as T
al- 

m
a
d
g
e
 H

a
y
e
r a

n
d
 th

e
 o

th
e
r w

a
s 

an
 u

n
id

en
tified

 "seco
n
d
" m

an
 —

 
b
o
th

 o
f w

h
o
m

 h
ad

 b
een

 rescu
ed

 
b
y
 th

e p
o
lice fro

m
 m

em
b
ers o

f th
e 

c
ro

w
d
 w

h
o
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e
y
 w

e
re

 
p
art o

f th
e m

u
rd

er g
an

g
. 

A
t th

at m
o
m

en
t, th

e p
o
lice said

 
th

ey
 h

ad
 n

o
 ev

id
en

ce th
at H

ay
er 

w
as a B

lack
 M

u
slim

 o
r co

n
n

ected
 

w
ith

 th
em

, an
d
 th

ey
 h

av
e n

o
t p

ro
-

d
u

c
e
d

 a
n

y
 su

c
h

 e
v

id
e
n
c
e
 sin

c
e
 

th
at tim

e. T
h
e p

o
lice h

av
e n

ev
er 

said
 th

e "seco
n
d
" m

an
 w

as a B
lack

 
M

u
slim

; in
 fact, th

ey
 h

av
e n

ev
er 

sa
id

 a
n
y
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t h

im
; w

ith
 

th
eir arran

g
em

en
t, h

e ju
st d

isap
-

p
eared

 fro
m

 sig
h
t. 

S
o
 w

h
at ev

id
en

ce d
id

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
fo

r p
o
in

tin
g
 to

 th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s 

9
 

so
 c

o
n
c
lu

siv
e
ly

 th
a
t th

e
y
 n

e
v
e
r 

b
o
th

ered
 to

 in
v
estig

ate an
y
 o

th
er 

possibilities? 
M

alco
lm

 h
ad

 m
an

y
 en

em
ies b

e-
sid

e
s th

e
 B

la
c
k
 M

u
slim

 le
a
d
e
r-

sh
ip

. A
n
 u

n
b
ia

se
d
 in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 

w
o
u
ld

 co
n
sid

er all th
e, p

o
ssib

ili-
tie

s. T
o

 h
a
v

e
 m

a
d

e
 th

a
t k

in
d

 o
f 

in
v
e
stig

a
tio

n
, th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 w

o
u
ld

 
h
a
v
e
 h

a
d
 to

 p
ro

b
e
 th

e
 a

c
tiv

itie
s 

o
f th

e
 F

B
I, th

e
 C

IA
 a

n
d
 

them
-

selves —
 all o

f w
h
o
m

 w
ere h

o
stile 

to
 M

a
lc

o
lm

 a
n
d
 n

o
t a

t a
ll u

n
-

h
ap

p
y
 ab

o
u
t h

is m
u
rd

er. 
C

o
u
ld

 th
is b

e
 th

e
 re

a
so

n
 w

h
y
 

th
e
y
 c

h
o
se

 to
 c

o
n
c
e
n
tra

te
 th

e
ir 

in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

n
 th

e B
lack

 M
u
s-

lim
s, a

n
d
 w

h
y
 a

fte
r a

 fe
w

 d
a
y
s 

th
e
y
 p

ic
k
e
d
 u

p
 tw

o
 w

e
ll-k

n
o
w

n
 

B
lack

 M
u
slim

s an
d
 in

d
icted

 th
em

, 
alo

n
g
 w

ith
 H

ay
er, fo

r th
e m

u
rd

er? 
B

u
tle

r a
n
d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 a

re
 w

e
ll-

k
n
o
w

n
 B

lack
 M

u
slim

s, I rep
eat. 

In
 Ja

n
u
a
ry

 th
e
y
 a

n
d
 a

 th
ird

 m
a
n
 

w
e
re

 a
rre

ste
d
 a

fte
r a

n
 a

rg
u
m

e
n
t 

w
ith

 a
n
 e

x
-M

u
slim

, B
e
n
ja

m
in

 
B

ro
w

n
, th

at en
d
ed

 in
 th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
 

o
f B

ro
w

n
. B

u
tle

r a
n
d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 

w
e
re

 o
u
t o

n
 b

a
il o

n
 first-d

e
g
re

e
 

assau
lt ch

arg
es in

 th
at case at th

e 
tim

e o
f th

e M
alco

lm
 m

u
rd

er. 

N
eith

er w
as arrested

 at th
e scen

e 
o
r th

e tim
e o

f th
e M

alco
lm

 k
illin

g
. 

B
u
tle

r w
a
s a

rre
ste

d
 a

t h
is h

o
m

e
 

fiv
e d

ay
s later, o

n
 F

eb
. 2

6
. Jo

h
n
-

so
n
 w

as arrested
 at h

is h
o
m

e fiv
e 

d
ay

s after th
at, o

n
 M

arch
 3

. 
T

h
e
 d

e
te

c
tiv

e
's a

ffid
a
v
it o

n
 

w
h
ich

 B
u
tler w

as arrested
 ch

arg
-

ed
 th

at h
e, "actin

g
 in

 co
n
cert w

ith
 

an
o
th

er p
rev

io
u
sly

 arrested
 . . . 

d
id

 assau
lt o

n
e M

alco
lm

 X
 L

ittle 
w

ith
 g

u
n
s." T

h
e
 d

e
te

c
tiv

e
's a

f-
fid

a
v
it a

g
a
in

st Jo
h
n
so

n
 c

h
a
rg

e
d
 

th
a
t h

e
, "a

c
tin

g
 in

 c
o
n
c
e
rt w

ith
 

tw
o
 o

th
er m

ales p
rev

io
u
sly

 arrest-
ed

 . . d
id

 assau
lt o

n
e M

alco
lm

 X
 

L
ittle w

ith
 leth

al w
eap

o
n
s." T

h
e 

g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 in

d
ictm

en
t o

n
 M

arch
 

1
0
 ch

arg
ed

 th
em

 an
d
 H

ay
er w

ith
 

w
illfu

lly
 k

illin
g
 M

alco
lm

 "w
ith

 a 
sh

o
tg

u
n
 an

d
 p

isto
ls." 

N
o
w

 I d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 if B
u
tler o

r 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 h

ad
 an

y
 co

n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 

th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r o

f M
a
lc

o
lm

. I d
o
n
't 

k
n
o
w

 if th
ey

 h
ad

 an
y
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 

w
ith

 its p
lan

n
in

g
. B

u
t th

e ch
arg

es 

W
ere B

u
tler a

n
d

 J
o
h

n
so

n
 T

h
ere?

 



10 
a
g
a
in

st th
e
m

 a
re

 n
o
t th

a
t th

e
y
 

w
ere co

n
n
ected

, etc. T
h
e ch

arg
es 

are q
u

ite sp
ecific —

 th
at th

ey
 as-

sa
u

lte
d

 M
a
lc

o
lm

 w
ith

 w
e
a
p

o
n

s, 
w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 m
ean

 th
ey

 h
ad

 to
 b

e 
in

 th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 B

allro
o
m

. 
T

h
o
se 

ch
arg

es I can
 o

n
ly

 g
reet w

ith
 co

n
-

sid
erab

le sk
ep

ticism
. 

M
y

 sk
ep

ticism
 is n

o
t b

ased
 o

n
 

th
e
 fa

c
t th

a
t th

e
ir w

iv
e
s
 a

n
d
 

frie
n
d
s te

stify
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 b
o
th

 a
t 

h
o
m

e
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r. 

I h
a
v

e
 n

o
 w

a
y

 o
f ju

d
g

in
g

 th
e
 

v
a
lid

ity
 o

f th
e
 te

stim
o
n
y
 o

f th
e
 

w
iv

es an
d
 frien

d
s. M

y
 sk

ep
ticism

 
is b

ased
 o

n
 so

m
eth

in
g
 else. 

A
s I sa

id
 in

 m
y
 first a

rtic
le

, 
p

eo
p

le en
terin

g
 th

e A
u

d
u

b
o

n
 o

n
 

th
e aftern

o
o
n
 o

f F
eb

. 2
1
 w

ere n
o
t 

se
a
rc

h
e
d
, b

u
t th

e
y
 w

e
re

 c
lo

se
ly

 
scru

tin
ized

 b
y

 M
alco

lm
's assistan

ts 
an

d
 g

u
ard

s. 
I fin

d
 it in

c
re

d
ib

le
 th

a
t B

u
tle

r 
a
n

d
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a
v

e
 g

o
tte

n
 

in
to

 th
at m

eetin
g
. 

T
h

ey
 w

ere w
ell-k

n
o

w
n

 an
d

 lead
-

in
g
 fig

u
re

s
 in

 th
e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 
m

o
sq

u
e o

f th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s. T
h
is 

m
ean

s th
at th

ey
 w

ere w
ell-k

n
o
w

n
 

to
 M

alco
lm

's assistan
ts, w

h
o
 h

ad
 

w
o

rk
e
d

 sid
e
 b

y
 sid

e
 w

ith
 B

u
tle

r 
a
n
d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 le

ss th
a
n
 o

n
e
 y

e
a
r 

b
efo

re th
e assassin

atio
n
. 

If H
u
b

ert H
u

m
p

h
rey

 w
as stan

d
-

in
g
 at th

e d
o
o
r to

 a C
ab

in
et m

eet-
in

g
 a

n
d

 w
a
tc

h
in

g
 w

h
o

 e
n

te
re

d
, 

w
o
u

ld
 D

ean
 R

u
sk

 an
d
 R

o
b
ert M

c-
N

am
ara b

e ab
le to

 w
alk

 p
ast h

im
 

w
ith

o
u
t h

is k
n
o
w

in
g
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 
g
o
in

g
 in

? 
It is ju

st as u
n

lik
ely

 th
at B

u
tler 

an
d

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e g
o

t in
to

 
th

e A
u
d
u
b
o
n
 m

eetin
g
 w

ith
o
u
t b

e-
in

g
 reco

g
n
ized

 b
y
 M

alco
lm

's as-
sistan

ts, an
d
 sto

p
p
ed

. 
Is it a

n
y

 w
o

n
d

e
r th

a
t h

a
lf a

 
y
e
a
r a

fte
r th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 th

e
 

D
istrict A

tto
rn

ey
's o

ffice co
n
sid

ers 
th

e case ag
ain

st B
u
tler an

d
 Jo

h
n
-

so
n

 so
 w

e
a
k

 th
a
t it d

o
e
sn

't e
v

e
n

s 
h
av

e an
 A

ssistan
t D

.A
. assig

n
ed

 to 
it an

y
 m

o
re? 

T
h

e
re

 is a
n

o
th

e
r a

sp
e
c
t o

f th
e
 

c
a
se

 th
a
t c

rie
s o

u
t fo

r in
v

e
stig

a
-

tio
n
. 

O
n

 F
eb

. 9
, o

r 1
2

 d
ay

s b
efo

re h
e  

w
a
s k

ille
d
, M

a
lc

o
lm

 a
rriv

e
d
 in

 
F

ra
n

c
e
 to

 sp
e
a
k

 a
t a

 m
e
e
tin

g
 to

 
w

h
ich

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 in

v
ited

. H
e h

ad
 

sp
o

k
en

 in
 P

aris th
e p

rev
io

u
s N

o
v

-
em

b
er w

ith
o

u
t in

cid
en

t. B
u

t th
is 

tim
e
 h

e
 w

a
s b

a
n
n
e
d
 a

s "u
n
d
e
-

sirab
le." 

M
alco

lm
 assu

m
ed

, an
d

 said
, th

at 
th

e F
ren

ch
 a

u
th

o
rities h

a
d

 ex
-

clu
d

ed
 h

im
 b

eca
u

se th
ey

 fea
red

 
a
n

d
 d

islik
ed

 h
is ro

le in
 o

rg
a
n

iz-
in

g
 A

fro
-A

m
erica

n
s a

n
d

 A
frica

n
 

grou
p

s in
 P

aris. 

B
u

t I h
ave h

eard
 —

 th
ird

-h
an

d
 

—
 th

a
t a

fter th
e a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 

M
alcolm

's associates exp
ressed

 th
e 

b
elief th

at th
e reason

 for h
is b

ein
g 

exclu
d

ed
 w

as th
at th

e F
ren

ch
 gov-

ern
m

en
t th

o
u

g
h

t h
e m

ig
h

t b
e a

s-
sassin

ated
 on

 F
ren

ch
 soil, an

d
 d

id
 

n
o
t w

a
n

t to
 b

e
a
r
 th

e
 o

n
u

s fo
r
 

su
ch

 a scan
d

al. 

I stress th
is is "

th
ird

-h
a
n

d
"

; it 
is u

n
v
e
r
ifie

d
, a

 r
u

m
o
r
. B

u
t it 

seem
s to

 m
e th

e k
in

d
 o

f ru
m

o
r 

th
a

t d
eserv

es serio
u

s fo
llo

w
-u

p
. 

F
ran

ce d
oes n

ot often
 b

ar A
m

eri-
ca

n
 citizen

s w
h

o
se p

a
p

ers a
re in

 
ord

er, an
d

 it tolerates a con
sid

er-
a
b

le v
a
riety

 o
f p

o
litica

l a
ctiv

ity
 

u
p

 to
 a

 certa
in

 p
o
in

t. M
a
lco

lm
's 

a
ssu

m
p

tio
n

 a
b

o
u

t th
e rea

so
n

 fo
r 

h
is b

ein
g b

an
n

ed
 cou

ld
 b

e w
ron

g. 
O

n
 th

e oth
er h

an
d

, if th
e ru

m
or 

is tru
e, th

en
 fu

rth
er lig

h
t m

ig
h

t 
b
e cast o

n
 th

e id
en

tity
 o

f th
e k

il-
le

rs b
y
 d

isc
o
v
e
rin

g
 

w
h

y
 th

e
 

F
ren

ch
 au

th
o
rities b

eliev
ed

 M
al-

c
o

lm
 m

ig
h

t b
e
 k

ille
d

 w
h

ile
 in

 
P

a
ris; w

h
o
 g

a
v
e
 th

e
m

 re
a
so

n
 to

 
b
e
lie

v
e
 it; if th

e
y
 w

e
re

 a
c
tu

a
lly

 
to

ld
 th

at th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s h
av

e 
th

e reso
u
rces to

 o
rg

an
ize a m

u
rd

er 
in

 F
ran

ce, etc. 
T

h
e F

ren
ch

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t m
ig

h
t 

n
o
t co

o
p
erate w

ith
 an

 in
v
estig

a-
tio

n
 o

f su
c
h
 q

u
e
stio

n
s, a

n
d
 if it 

d
id

 c
o
o
p
e
ra

te
 its a

n
sw

e
rs m

ig
h
t 

n
o
t ad

d
 an

y
th

in
g
 to

 p
resen

t k
n
o
w

-
le

d
g
e
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r. B

u
t a

s 
N

a
t H

e
n
to

ff a
sk

e
d
, "

Isn
't a

n
y
 

e
d

ito
r o

r re
p

o
rte

r a
t le

a
st m

ild
ly

 
in

terested
 in

 p
u
rsu

in
g
 th

e sto
ry

?" 
A

n
d
 if n

o
t, w

h
y
 n

o
t? 

II. T
h

e T
rial 

B
y H

E
R

M
A

N
 P

O
R

T
E

R
 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
, J

a
n

. 1
8

 —
 N

in
e 

ju
rors h

ave b
een

 selected
 th

u
s far 

d
u

r
in

g
 th

e
 fiv

e
 d

a
y

s th
a

t th
e
 

S
u

p
rem

e C
ou

rt h
as actu

ally b
een

 
p

ro
ceed

in
g

 w
ith

 th
e tria

l o
f th

e 
th

ree m
en

 accu
sed

 of m
u

rd
erin

g 
M

alcolm
 X

. 
T

h
e in

d
ictm

en
t w

as read
 b

y A
s-

sistan
t D

istrict A
ttorn

ey V
in

cen
t 

J
. D

erm
o
d

y
 a

t 
th

e 
sta

rt o
f th

e 
selection

 on
 Jan

. 12. It ch
arges th

e 
d

efen
d

a
n

ts w
ith

 m
u

rd
er in

 th
e 

first d
eg

ree, a
n

d
 a

lleg
es th

a
t th

e 
d

efen
d

an
ts, T

h
om

as H
agan

, also 
k

n
o

w
n

 a
s T

a
lm

a
d

g
e H

a
y

er, 2
2

; 
N

orm
an

 
B

u
tler, 2

6
; an

d
 

T
hom

as 
Joh

n
son

, 30 "
w

illfu
lly, felon

iou
s-

ly, an
d

 w
ith

 m
alice aforeth

ou
gh

t"
 

sh
o
t a

n
d

 k
illed

 M
a
lco

lm
 X

 w
ith

 
a
 sh

o
tg

u
n

 a
n

d
 p

isto
ls a

t th
e
 

A
u

d
u

b
o
n

 B
a
llro

o
m

 o
n

 F
eb

. 2
1
, 

1965. 
' In

 q
u

estio
n

in
g

 p
ro

sp
ectiv

e ju
r-

o
rs, D

erm
o
d

y
 rep

ea
ted

ly
 a

sk
ed

 
w

h
eth

er testim
o

n
y

 th
a

t a
n

y
 o

r 
e
a
c
h

 o
f th

e
 d

e
fe

n
d

a
n

ts w
a
s a

 
m

em
b

er o
f th

e B
la

ck
 M

u
slim

s 
w

o
u

ld
 p

reju
d

ice th
e ju

ro
r. W

il-
lia

m
 C

. C
h

a
n

ce, o
n

e o
f th

e tw
o
 

cou
rt-ap

p
oin

ted
 attorn

eys for B
u

t-
ler, ob

jected
 to th

ese referen
ces to 

th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s. 
H

e sa
id

 th
a
t n

o
 g

ro
u

p
 w

a
s o

n
 

tria
l, o

n
ly

 th
e th

ree d
efen

d
a

n
ts. 

S
everal p

rosp
ective ju

rors w
ere 

ask
ed

 b
y d

efen
se attorn

eys w
h

eth
-

er th
ey w

ou
ld

 give an
y m

ore cre-
d

en
ce to th

e testim
on

y of a m
em

-
b

er o
f th

e F
B

I o
r th

e C
IA

 th
a

n
 

to oth
er w

itn
esses. 

E
ach

 of th
e d

efen
d

an
ts h

as tw
o 

law
yers. T

h
ose rep

resen
tin

g B
u

t-
ler, C

h
a
n

ce a
n

d
 J

o
sep

h
 B

. W
il-

lia
m

s, , a
n

d
 th

o
se rep

resen
tin

g
 

J
o

h
n

so
n

, J
o

sep
h

 P
in

ck
n

ey
 a

n
d

 

C
h

arles T
. B

eavers, are cou
rt ap

-
p

oin
ted

. A
ll fou

r are N
egroes. H

a-
gan

 h
as retain

ed
 h

is ow
n

 law
yers, 

P
eter L

. F
. S

a
b

b
a

tin
o

 a
n

d
 P

eter 
Y

ellin
, b

oth
 w

h
ite. 

T
h

e p
ress h

as g
en

erally
 rep

o
rted

 
th

a
t a

ll th
re

e
 

d
efen

d
a
n

ts h
a
v
e 

b
een

 id
en

tified
 as B

lack
 M

u
slim

s. 
H

agan
, h

ow
ever, 

w
as 

n
o
t k

n
o
w

n
 

a
s a

 B
la

c
k
 M

u
slim

 a
n
d
 w

a
s n

o
t 

re
p
o
rte

d
 to

 b
e
 a

 
m

em
b

er a
t th

e 
tim

e 
o
f h

is a
rre

st. H
is a

tto
rn

e
y
 

rep
o

rted
ly

 d
en

ies H
ag

an
 w

as ev
er 

a m
em

b
er o

f th
e M

u
slim

s. H
ag

an
 

w
a
s sh

o
t in

 th
e
 

leg
 a

n
d

 a
p

p
re-

h
en

d
ed

 at th
e A

u
d

u
b

on
 B

allroom
 

a
t th

e tim
e o

f th
e a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. 

B
u

tler an
d

 Joh
n

son
 w

ere arrested
 

som
e d

ays later. 
S

p
ecta

to
rs h

a
v
e b

een
 b

a
rred

 
fro

m
 th

e co
u

rt d
u

rin
g
 th

e selec-
tion

 of th
e ju

rors. T
h

e reason
 giv-

en
 is th

a
t th

ere is n
o
 ro

o
m

 fo
r 

sp
ecta

to
rs b

eca
u

se o
f th

e la
rg

e 
p

a
n

el o
f p

ro
sp

ectiv
e ju

ro
rs w

a
it-

in
g to b

e called
. H

ow
ever, b

arrin
g 

o
f sp

ecta
to

rs is sa
id

 to
 b

e a
n

 u
n

-
u

su
al p

ractice. 
T

h
e trial w

as origin
ally to h

ave 
b

eg
u

n
 D

ec. 6
 b

u
t w

a
s a

d
jo

u
rn

ed
 

b
y Ju

d
ge C

h
arles M

ark
s b

ecau
se 

o
f th

e C
h

ristm
a
s h

o
lid

a
y
 u

n
til 

J
a
n

. 3
. T

h
e tra

n
sit strik

e ca
u

sed
 

a fu
rth

er p
ostp

on
em

en
t. 

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
ere w

ere on
ly ab

ou
t 

a d
ozen

 N
egroes in

 a p
an

el of ap
-

p
roxim

ately 100 in
 th

e cou
rtroom

 
th

e first tw
o

 ju
ro

rs selected
 a

re 
N

egroes. G
eorge S

. C
arter, a ch

em
-

ist, au
tom

atically b
ecam

e forem
an

 
o
f th

e ju
ry

 w
h

en
 h

e w
a
s ch

o
sen

 
a
s th

e first ju
ro

r. R
eg

in
a
ld

 IL
 

B
ren

t, th
e seco

n
d

 ju
ro

r, is a
 su

b
-

w
ay

 m
o
to

rm
an

. 
T

h
e o

th
er ju

ro
rs are: M

rs. S
op

h
- 

S
electio

n
 o

f th
e Ju

ry 



12 

ie B
elen

k
y

, retired
 fro

m
 th

e jew
-

elry
 b

u
sin

ess; R
o
b
ert P

. H
ix

o
n
, a 

sig
n
al m

ain
ten

an
ce m

an
 w

ith
 th

e 
tran

sit au
th

o
rity

; F
red

rick
 R

. C
a-

ru
so

, lin
o
ty

p
e
 o

p
e
ra

to
r fo

r th
e
 

Jo
u
rn

al A
m

erican; G
erald

 M
. S

u
l-

liv
a
n
, o

n
 th

e
 sta

ff o
f a

 sa
le

s d
e
-

p
artm

en
t; M

rs. V
ero

n
ica L

. C
am

il- 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
, Ja

n
. 2

5
 —

 T
h
e
 

trial o
f th

e th
ree m

en
 accu

sed
 o

f 
m

u
rd

erin
g

 M
alco

lm
 X

 b
eg

an
 w

ith
 

th
e o

p
en

in
g
 statem

en
t b

y
 th

e p
ro

s-
ecu

tio
n

, p
resen

ted
 to

 th
e ju

ry
 o

n
 

Jan
. 2

1
. V

in
cen

t J. D
erm

o
d
y
, th

e 
a
s
s
is

ta
n
t d

is
tric

t a
tto

rn
e
y
 in

 
ch

arg
e o

f th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
, ex

p
lain

-
e
d

 th
a
t a

n
 o

p
e
n

in
g

 sta
te

m
e
n

t in
 

w
h
ich

 th
e p

ro
secu

to
r states w

h
at 

h
e ex

p
ects to

 p
ro

v
e in

 th
e case is 

re
q

u
ire

d
 b

y
 la

w
. A

 su
m

m
a
ry

 o
f 

D
erm

o
d

y
's statem

en
t fo

llo
w

s: 

In
 1

9
5

2
 M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 b

e
c
a
m

e
 a

 
m

e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 B

la
c
k
 M

u
slim

s, 
w

h
ich

 w
as u

n
d

er th
e lead

ersh
ip

 o
f 

E
lijah

 M
u
h
am

m
ad

. M
alco

lm
 X

 b
e-

c
a
m

e
 a

 m
in

iste
r a

n
d

 e
sta

b
lish

e
d

 
M

o
sq

u
e N

o
. 7

 in
 H

arlem
. O

n
 N

o
v
. 

23, 1963 M
alcolm

 X
 w

as suspended 
fro

m
 h

is d
u
ties as a m

in
ister an

d
 

rem
ain

ed
 su

sp
en

d
ed

 th
ereafter. 

In
 M

arch
 1

9
6

4
 M

alco
lm

 X
 b

ro
k

e 
aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

e B
lack

 M
u
slim

s an
d
 

fo
rm

e
d

 h
is o

w
n

 o
rg

a
n

iz
a
tio

n
. It 

w
as k

n
o
w

n
 as th

e O
rg

an
izatio

n
 o

f 
A

fro
-A

m
erican

 U
n
ity

 an
d
 also

 as 
th

e M
u
slim

 M
o
sq

u
e In

co
rp

o
rated

, 
a
n

d
 h

a
d

 its h
e
a
d

q
u

a
rte

rs a
t th

e
 

H
o

tel T
h

eresa. H
e attracted

 m
an

y
 

p
eo

p
le in

clu
d
in

g
 B

lack
 M

u
slim

s. 
H

e h
eld

 w
eek

ly
 rallies, in

v
ariab

ly
 

at th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 B

allro
o
m

. 
O

n
 F

eb
. 2

1
, 1

9
6

5
 at ab

o
u

t 3
 p

an
, 

M
alco

lm
 X

 started
 to

 ad
d
ress an

 
a
u

d
ie

n
c
e
 o

f a
b

o
u

t 2
0

0
 p

e
o

p
le

 a
t 

th
e
 A

u
d
u
b
o
n
. T

h
e
 th

re
e
 d

e
fe

n
-

d
a
n

ts, a
ll a

c
tiv

e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs o

f th
e
 

B
la

c
k
 M

u
slim

s, w
e
re

 in
 th

e
 a

u
-

d
ito

riu
m

. T
a
lm

a
d
g
e
 H

a
y
e
r (a

lso
 

k
n
o
w

n
 a

s T
h
o
m

a
s H

a
g
a
n
) a

n
d
 

N
o
rm

an
 (3

X
) B

u
tler w

ere seated
  

letti, a h
o

u
sew

ife; V
in

cen
t T

. L
a-

P
ian

o
, a san

itatio
n

 w
o

rk
er in

 H
ar-

lem
; an

d
 T

h
o

m
as M

ak
w

cew
icz, a 

d
raftsm

an
. 

T
h
e d

efen
d
an

ts face a p
o
ssib

le 
sen

ten
ce o

f life in
 p

riso
n
 if co

n
-

v
icted

. N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 S
tate elim

in
ated

 
th

e d
eath

 p
en

alty
 in

 1
9
6
5
. 

to
g

eth
er, each

 w
ith

 an
 au

to
m

atic 
p
isto

l. T
h
o
m

a
s (1

5
X

) Jo
h
n
so

n
 

w
as seated

 alo
n

e, w
ith

 a sh
o

tg
u

n
. 

B
y

 a
 p

re
a
rra

n
g

e
d

 p
la

n
, H

a
y

e
r 

an
d
 B

u
tler created

 a d
istu

rb
an

ce. 
H

a
y
e
r sh

o
u
te

d
 a

b
o
u
t B

u
tle

r try
-

in
g
 te

,,p
ic

k
 h

is p
o
c
k
e
t. A

t th
is 

p
o

in
t Jo

h
n

so
n

 a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

 th
e
 

sta
g
e
 a

n
d

 fire
d
 p

o
in

t b
la

n
k
 a

t 
M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
. In

 th
e
 c

o
n

fu
sio

n
, 

H
ay

er an
d
 B

u
tler ru

sh
ed

 to
w

ard
 

th
e stag

e an
d

 each
 fired

 sh
o

ts in
to

 
th

e p
ro

n
e b

o
d

y
 o

f M
alco

lm
 X

. 
Jo

h
n

so
n

 d
ro

p
p

ed
 th

e sh
o

tg
u

n
 o

n
 

th
e flo

o
r an

d
 slip

p
ed

 aw
ay

. H
ay

er 
an

d
 B

u
tler w

ere p
u

rsu
ed

 b
y

 sev
-

e
ra

l p
e
o
p
le

 b
u
t B

u
tle

r m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to
 escap

e. H
ay

er w
as sh

o
t in

 th
e 

le
g

; h
e
 w

a
s c

a
u

g
h

t a
n

d
 b

e
a
te

n
. 

P
o
lice rescu

ed
 h

im
. 

A
n
 a

u
to

p
sy

 sh
o
w

e
d
 th

a
t M

a
l-

c
o
lm

 X
 d

ie
d
 o

f p
e
lle

ts fro
m

 a
 

sh
o
tg

u
n
, a

n
d
 b

u
lle

ts fro
m

 a
 .4

5
 

c
a
lib

e
r a

u
to

m
a
tic

 a
n
d
 a

 9
 m

m
 

a
u
to

m
a
tic

. P
o
lic

e
 re

c
o
v
e
re

d
 th

e
 

w
eap

o
n
s an

d
 b

allistics ex
p
erts w

ill 
te

stify
 th

a
t th

e
y
 w

e
re

 th
e
 o

n
e
s 

u
sed

 to
 k

ill M
alco

lm
 X

. 
B

u
tle

r w
a
s a

rre
ste

d
 F

e
b
. 2

5
, 

1
9
6

5
, a

n
d

 Jo
h
n
so

n
 w

a
s a

rre
ste

d
 

M
arch

 3
. 

T
h
e d

efen
se atto

rn
ey

s h
av

e th
e 

o
p
tio

n
 o

f also
 m

ak
in

g
 an

 o
p
en

in
g
 

statem
en

t. O
n

ly
 P

eter L
. F

. S
ab

-
b

atin
o

, H
ay

er's law
y

er, ch
o

se to
 

d
o
 so

. In
 b

rie
f, S

a
b
b
a
tin

o
 sa

id
 

th
at h

e w
o
u
ld

 sh
o
w

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
: 

H
ay

er w
as arrested

 o
n

 F
eb

. 2
1

 
an

d
 h

eld
 in

co
m

m
u

n
icad

o
 fo

r al-
m

o
st th

ree w
eek

s. H
e w

as n
o

t ar-
ra

ig
n

e
d

 o
r b

ro
u

g
h

t in
to

 a
 c

o
u

rt 
o
f law

 fo
r sev

eral w
eek

s. H
e w

as  

n
o
t allo

w
ed

 to
 see an

 atto
rn

ey
 o

r 
an

y
 m

em
b
er o

f h
is fam

ily
 d

u
rin

g
 

th
at tim

e. 
H

ay
er d

en
ies categ

o
rically

 th
at 

h
e w

as a m
em

b
er o

f th
e M

u
slim

 
m

o
v

e
m

e
n

t, sa
id

 S
a
b

b
a
tin

o
. H

e
 

w
e
n

t to
 th

e
 A

u
d

u
b

o
n

 B
a
llro

o
m

 
a
lo

n
e
 a

n
d

 o
u

t o
f c

u
rio

sity
. T

h
e
 

p
erso

n
 w

h
o
 sh

o
t h

im
, S

ab
b
atin

o
 

s
a
id

, h
a
d
 a

 c
rim

in
a
l re

c
o
rd

 
an

d
 w

o
u

ld
 n

atu
rally

 seek
 to

 claim
 

in
 se

lf-d
e
fe

n
se

 th
a
t H

a
y

e
r sh

o
t 

M
alco

lm
 X

. T
h
e id

en
tificatio

n
 o

f 
H

ay
er as o

n
e o

f th
e assassin

s w
as 

b
y

 a m
o

b
, h

e co
n

clu
d

ed
. 

T
estim

o
n

y
 o

f th
e first im

p
o

rtan
t 

ey
ew

itn
ess, C

ary
 T

h
o

m
as, b

eg
an

 
th

e sam
e d

ay
, after a p

resen
tatio

n
 

o
f d

ia
g

ra
m

s o
f th

e
 b

u
ild

in
g

 a
n

d
 

au
d

ito
riu

m
 in

 w
h

ich
 th

e sh
o

o
tin

g
 

to
o

k
 p

lace. C
ro

ss-ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f 
T

h
o
m

as is n
o
t y

et co
m

p
leted

 after 
h

is th
ird

 d
ay

 o
n

 th
e w

itn
ess stan

d
. 

In
 resp

o
n

se to
 D

erm
o

d
y

's q
u

es-
tio

n
s, T

h
o
m

as testified
 th

at h
e h

ad
 

w
itn

essed
 th

e m
u

rd
er an

d
 seen

 it 
u

n
fo

ld
 ju

st as D
erm

o
d

y
's o

p
en

in
g

 
statem

en
t said

 it h
ad

. T
h

o
m

as said
 

h
e
 k

n
e
w

 th
e
 th

re
e
 d

e
fe

n
d
a
n
ts to

 
b
e M

u
slim

s an
d
 h

ad
 seen

 each
 o

f 
th

e
m

 se
v

e
ra

l tim
e
s in

 H
a
rle

m
's 

M
o
sq

u
e N

o
. 7

. 
T

h
o
m

as to
ld

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 sto

ry
: 

h
e h

ad
 seen

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 sittin

g
 at th

e 
'b

ack
 o

f th
e b

F
llro

o
m

 w
h

en
 h

e ar-
riv

ed
 at ab

o
u
t 2

:2
0
 p

.m
. o

n
 F

eb
. 

2
1
. H

e w
en

t o
v
er to

 R
eu

b
en

 F
ran

-
c
is a

fte
r h

e
 sa

w
 Jo

h
n
so

n
. W

h
e
n
 

M
alco

lm
 X

 b
eg

an
 to

 ad
d
ress th

e 
au

d
ien

ce T
h
o
m

as w
as seated

 in
 a 

b
o
o
th

 o
n
 th

e left sid
e o

f th
e ch

airs 
w

h
ich

 faced
 th

e stag
e. H

ay
er ro

se 
fro

m
 h

is c
h

a
ir d

ire
c
tly

 in
 fro

n
t 

o
f w

h
e
re

 T
h
o
m

a
s w

a
s sittin

g
. 

H
a
y

e
r sa

id
: "M

a
n

 w
h

a
t a

re
 y

o
u

 
d

o
in

g
 w

ith
 y

o
u

r h
an

d
s in

 m
y

 p
o

c-
k
e
t," to

 B
u
tle

r w
h
o
 w

a
s se

a
te

d
 

n
ex

t to
 H

ay
er. H

ay
er h

ad
 an

 au
-

to
m

a
tic

 p
isto

l in
 h

is h
a
n

d
. H

e
 

tu
rn

ed
 an

d
 faced

 T
h
o
m

as d
irectly

. 
T

h
e
n
 th

e
re

 w
a
s a

 g
u
n
sh

o
t a

n
d
 

T
h

o
m

as saw
 a m

an
 stan

d
in

g
 n

ear 
M

alco
lm

 X
 facin

g
 th

e stag
e. T

h
e 

m
a
n

 tu
rn

e
d

 a
ro

u
n

d
 a

n
d

 T
h

o
m

a
s 

saw
 

it w
a
s Jo

h
n

so
n

 h
o

ld
in

g
 a

 
saw

ed
-o

ff sh
o
tg

u
n
. 

A
fte

r th
a
t, H

a
y
e
r a

n
d
 B

u
tle

r  

13 
ran

 to
w

ard
 th

e stag
e. T

h
o
m

as saw
 

th
em

 b
o

th
 at th

e stag
e w

ith
 th

eir 
b
ack

s to
w

ard
 h

im
. E

ach
 w

as m
ak

-
in

g
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 p

u
m

p
in

g
 m

o
tio

n
 

w
ith

 h
is h

an
d
, as if firin

g
 a g

u
n
. 

T
h

o
u

g
h

 h
e h

ad
 n

ev
er actu

ally
 seen

 
a
 g

u
n

 in
 B

u
tle

r's h
a
n

d
, h

e
 sa

w
 

"sh
e
lls b

e
in

g
 e

je
c
te

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 

p
isto

l fallin
g

 o
n

 th
e flo

o
r." 

• 
C

ary
 T

h
o
m

as h
as stu

ck
 to

 th
is 

sto
ry

 th
ro

u
g
h
 all th

e cro
ss-ex

am
-

in
atio

n
 so

 far. T
h
o
u
g
h
 h

e is d
o
g
-

g
ed

ly
 certain

 ab
o
u
t h

is o
b
serv

atio
n
 

o
f th

e
se

 e
v
e
n
ts a

n
d
 h

is m
e
m

o
ry

 
o
f th

e
m

, h
is k

n
o
w

le
d
g
e
 o

f th
e
 

o
th

er circu
m

stan
ces su

rro
u
n
d
in

g
 

th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 is -e

x
tre

m
e
ly

 
fau

lty
 an

d
 h

is m
em

o
ry

 o
f alm

o
st 

ev
ery

th
in

g
 else co

n
n

ected
 w

ith
 th

e 
c
a
se

 a
b
o
u
t w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 w

a
s q

u
e
s-

tio
n

ed
 is o

u
trag

eo
u

sly
 b

ad
. 

T
h
o
m

a
s d

e
sc

rib
e
d
 h

is b
a
c
k
-

g
ro

u
n
d
 u

n
d
er q

u
estio

n
in

g
 b

y
 th

e 
d

efen
se: H

e h
as also

 b
een

 k
n

o
w

n
 

as A
b
d
u
l M

alik
 an

d
 C

ary
 2

X
. H

e 
is 3

5
, m

arried
, w

ith
 fo

u
r ch

ild
ren

, 
b
u
t h

ad
 n

o
t seen

 h
is w

ife d
u
rin

g
 

th
e tw

o
 y

ears b
efo

re th
e assassin

a-
tion. 

H
e h

as o
w

n
ed

 at least o
n
e g

u
n
 

ev
er sin

ce h
e w

as 1
5

 an
d

 u
su

ally
 

carried
 o

n
e o

n
 h

is p
erso

n
. H

e h
ad

 
o

n
e w

ith
 h

im
 at th

e A
u

d
u

b
o

n
 b

u
t 

d
id

 n
o
t u

se
 it th

e
n
. H

e
 w

a
s in

 
th

e arm
y

 fro
m

 1
9

4
7

 to
 1

9
5

3
 an

d
 

w
as co

u
rtm

artialed
 so

m
e 1

0
 tim

es, 
so

m
etim

es fo
r serio

u
s crim

es lik
e 

p
o
ssessio

n
 o

f a p
isto

l w
ith

 in
ten

t 
to

 d
o
 b

o
d
ily

 h
arm

. H
e w

as g
iv

en
 

a
n
 a

d
m

in
istra

tiv
e
 d

isc
h
a
rg

e
 fo

r 
b

ad
 co

n
d

u
ct. 

H
e
 w

a
s a

 u
se

r o
f h

e
ro

in
 fo

r 
th

ree y
ears, an

d
 a p

u
sh

er. H
e w

as 
co

n
v
icted

 o
f p

o
ssessio

n
 o

f n
arco

-
tic

s in
 1

9
6
1
 in

 B
o
sto

n
. T

h
e
 tw

o
 

y
ear sen

ten
ce w

as su
sp

en
d
ed

 an
d
 

h
e w

as p
laced

 o
n

 p
ro

b
atio

n
. 

T
h
o
m

as said
 th

at h
e jo

in
ed

 th
e 

B
lack

 M
u

slim
s. H

e testified
 first 

th
a
t h

e
 jo

in
e
d
 o

ffic
ia

lly
 a

n
d
 re

-
c
e
iv

e
d

 h
is X

 fro
m

 C
h

ic
a
g

o
 in

 
D

ecem
b
er 1

9
6
3
, an

d
 left in

 N
o
-

v
e
m

b
e
r 1

9
6
4
. L

a
te

r h
e
 sa

id
 h

e
 

d
id

n
't recall th

e d
ate h

e jo
in

ed
. A

t 
a
n
o
th

e
r tim

e
 h

e
 te

stifie
d
 th

a
t h

e
 

h
ad

 n
ev

er b
een

 in
 M

o
sq

u
e N

o
. 7

, 

T
h

e
 F

irs
t W

itn
e

s
s

 



14 
w

h
e
re

 h
e
 w

a
s a

 m
e
m

b
e
r, a

fte
r 

N
o
v
em

b
er 1

9
6
3
. 

H
e testified

 th
at h

e co
u
ld

n
't re-

m
em

b
er w

h
eth

er M
alco

lm
 X

 w
as 

th
e m

in
ister w

h
en

 h
e jo

in
ed

. T
h

ere 
w

e
re

 se
v
e
ra

l m
in

iste
rs h

e
 sa

id
, 

b
u

t h
e
 c

o
u

ld
n

't re
m

e
m

b
e
r th

e
 

n
am

es o
f an

y
 o

f th
em

. O
n
e tim

e 
h
e said

 h
e atten

d
ed

 m
eetin

g
s fo

r 
ab

o
u
t o

n
e y

ear b
efo

re h
e jo

in
ed

. 
A

n
o
th

e
r tim

e
 h

e
 sta

te
d
 th

a
t h

e
'd

 
b
een

 g
o
in

g
 fo

r tw
o
 y

ears. 
T

h
o

m
a
s d

e
c
la

re
d

 th
a
t h

e
 le

ft 
th

e B
lack

 M
u

slim
s w

h
en

 M
alco

lm
 

X
 d

id
. H

e said
 h

e w
as a m

em
b
er 

o
f M

a
lc

o
lm

's o
rg

a
n

iz
a
tio

n
 fo

r 
a
b

o
u

t a
 y

e
a
r. (M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 w

a
s 

k
illed

 n
o

t q
u

ite o
n

e y
ear after h

e 
b
ro

k
e
 w

ith
 E

lija
h
 M

u
h
a
m

m
a
d
.). 

B
u
t T

h
o
m

as n
ev

er d
isco

v
ered

 th
at 

M
alco

lm
 fo

rm
ed

 tw
o
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
s 

—
 o

n
e relig

io
u
s, th

e M
u
slim

 M
o
s-

q
u
e
 In

c
., a

n
d
 o

n
e
 n

o
n
-re

lig
io

u
s 

b
u
t d

e
d
ic

a
te

d
 to

 w
in

n
in

g
 "fre

e
-

d
o
m

, ju
stic

e
 a

n
d
 e

q
u
a
lity

" fo
r 

b
lack

 p
eo

p
le in

 A
m

erica, th
e O

r-
g

an
izatio

n
 o

f A
fro

-A
m

erican
 U

n
ity

. 
H

e
 still th

in
k
s th

e
y
 a

re
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 

o
rg

a
n

iz
a
tio

n
 —

 th
a
t th

e
 O

A
A

U
 

w
a
s p

a
rtly

 re
lig

io
u
s —

 e
v
e
n
 

th
o
u
g
h
 M

alco
lm

 X
 m

ad
e th

e d
is-

tin
c
tio

n
 re

p
e
a
te

d
ly

. T
h
e
 O

A
A

U
 

w
as n

o
t fo

rm
ed

 u
n

til m
an

y
 m

o
n

th
s 

after th
e M

u
slim

 M
o
sq

u
e, w

h
ich

 
w

as an
 o

rth
o
d

o
x
 Islam

ic o
rg

an
iza-

tio
n
. 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 T

h
o
m

as claim
ed

 to
 b

e a 
m

e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 B

la
c
k
 M

u
slim

s, 
h
is te

stim
o
n
y
 sh

o
w

e
d
 h

e
 d

id
n
't 

act lik
e o

n
e. H

e rem
ain

ed
 sep

ar-
a
te

d
 fro

m
 h

is w
ife

 a
n

d
 c

h
ild

re
n

 
d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 e

n
tire

 p
e
rio

d
, e

v
e
n
 

th
o
u
g
h
 th

e M
u
slim

s p
lace stress o

n
 

th
e im

p
o
rtan

ce o
f fam

ily
 life. H

e 
testified

 h
e w

as sen
t to

 B
ellev

u
e 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
, F

e
b

. 1
 —

 F
iv

e
 

ey
ew

itn
esses h

av
e testified

 so
 far 

in
 th

e trial o
f th

ree m
en

 accu
sed

 
o
f m

u
rd

erin
g
 M

alco
lm

 X
, b

u
t n

o
t 

m
u
ch

 lig
h
t h

as b
een

 sh
ed

 o
n
 so

m
e 

H
o

sp
ital (w

h
ich

 is o
ften

 u
sed

 fo
r 

p
sy

ch
iatric o

b
serv

atio
n
) b

ecau
se 

h
e
 w

a
s d

ru
n
k
. T

h
is in

c
id

e
n
t o

c
-

cu
rred

 in
 1

9
6
3
 after h

e su
p
p
o
sed

ly
 

jo
in

ed
 th

e M
u

slim
s. M

u
slim

s h
av

e 
a strict tab

o
o

 ag
ain

st alco
h

o
l. 

T
h
e m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t co
n
trad

ic-
tio

n
 in

 T
h
o
m

as' testim
o
n
y
 rev

eal-
e
d
 so

 fa
r in

v
o
lv

e
s a

 re
v
e
rsa

l o
f 

th
e
 ro

le
 o

f th
e
 d

e
fe

n
d
a
n
ts in

 h
is 

sto
ry

. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 reco
rd

s read
 

a
t th

e
 tria

l, T
h
o
m

a
s te

stifie
d
 b

e
-

fo
re

 th
e
 g

ra
n

d
 ju

ry
 o

n
 M

a
rc

h
 3

, 
1965, that Johnson. an

d
 B

u
tler, n

o
t 

H
ay

er and B
u

tler, ru
sh

ed
 to

w
ard

 
th

e stag
e after th

e sh
o

tg
u

n
 b

last. 
T

h
o

m
a
s c

la
im

s th
a
t th

is w
a
s a

 
slip

 m
ad

e b
ecau

se h
e w

as n
erv

o
u

s 
an

d
 in

 fear o
f h

is life. A
t th

e tim
e 

o
f th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 

to
ld

 th
e p

ress th
at H

ayer w
as th

e 
o

n
e
 w

h
o

 h
a
d

 fire
d

 th
e
 sh

o
tg

u
n

. 
W

h
e
n
 th

e
y
 c

h
a
n
g
e
d
 th

e
ir m

in
d
s 

is n
o

t c
le

a
r. 

In
 h

is te
stim

o
n
y
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 

g
ra

n
d
 ju

ry
, T

h
o
m

a
s id

e
n
tifie

d
 

H
ay

er as a m
em

b
er o

f th
e Jersey

 
C

ity
 m

o
sq

u
e. 

U
n

d
er cro

ss-ex
am

-
in

atio
n
 h

e rev
ealed

 th
at th

e o
n
ly

 
b

a
sis fo

r th
is w

a
s th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 
seen

 H
ay

er w
ith

 m
em

b
ers o

f th
e 

Jersey
 C

ity
 m

o
sq

u
e sev

eral tim
es. 

H
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t recall th

e d
ates, ev

en
 

ap
p

ro
x

im
ately

, w
h

en
 h

e h
ad

 seen
 

an
y

 o
f th

e th
ree d

efen
d

an
ts in

 th
e 

H
arlem

 m
o
sq

u
e, th

o
u
g
h
 h

e claim
ed

 
to

 h
av

e seen
 each

 o
f th

em
 sev

eral 
tim

es. 
T

h
o

m
as w

as p
ick

ed
 u

p
 o

n
 M

arch
 

2
, 1

9
6
5
, a

n
d
 h

e
ld

 b
y
 p

o
lic

e
 a

s a
 

m
aterial w

itn
ess in

 a civ
il jail. 

W
h
ile

 in
 th

e
 c

iv
il ja

il h
e
 

w
as 

in
d
icted

 fo
r arso

n
 an

d
 tran

sferred
 

o
n
 Ju

n
e
 4

 to
 a

 re
g
u
la

r p
riso

n
 in

 
Q

ueens. 

o
f th

e q
u

estio
n

s su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 th

e 
case. 

T
h
e
 p

ro
se

c
u
tio

n
 a

lle
g
e
s th

a
t 

M
a
lc

o
lm

 X
 w

a
s sh

o
t b

y
 th

re
e
 

activ
e m

em
b

ers o
f th

e B
lack

 M
u

s- 

lirn
s o

n
 F

eb
. 2

1
 at th

e A
u

d
u

b
o

n
 

B
allro

o
m

, p
resu

m
ab

ly
 b

ecau
se o

f 
h
is sp

lit fro
m

 a
n
d
 d

iffe
re

n
c
e
s 

w
ith

 E
lijah

 M
u

h
am

m
ad

. T
w

o
 o

f 
th

e
 d

e
fe

n
d

a
n

ts, N
o

rm
a
n

 (3
X

) 
B

u
tler an

d
 T

h
o
m

as (1
5
X

) Jo
h
n
-

so
n

, a
re

 w
e
ll-k

n
o

w
n

 M
u

slim
s -

acco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e p

ress, "en
fo

rcers." 
H

o
w

 co
u
ld

 th
ey

 h
av

e ev
en

 b
een

 
in

 th
e b

allro
o
m

 w
h
en

 M
alco

lm
's 

fo
llo

w
e
rs, w

h
o
 k

n
e
w

 th
e
m

, o
b
-

serv
ed

 each
 p

erso
n
 en

terin
g
 an

d
 

ch
eck

ed
 th

e au
d
ito

riu
m

 fo
r p

o
s-

sib
le attack

ers? 
T

alm
ag

e H
ay

er, also
 k

n
o
w

n
 as 

T
h
o
m

as H
ag

an
, th

e o
n
ly

 d
efen

d
-

a
n
t c

a
u
g
h
t a

t th
e
 sc

e
n
e
 o

f th
e
 

assassin
atio

n
, d

en
ies h

e w
as ev

er 
a M

u
slim

. A
n
d
 h

e w
as n

o
t p

u
b
-

licly
 k

n
o
w

n
 to

 b
e a M

u
slim

. H
e 

w
as sh

o
t at th

e scen
e, alleg

ed
ly

 b
y

 
R

eu
b

en
 F

ran
cis, o

n
e o

f M
alco

lm
 

X
's g

u
ard

s. If h
e w

as o
n
e o

f th
e 

a
tta

c
k
e
rs b

u
t n

o
t a

 B
la

c
k
 M

u
s-

lim
, th

a
t o

p
e
n

s th
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 o

f 
w

h
o
 o

rg
an

ized
 th

e assassin
atio

n
. 

T
h
ere are o

th
er p

o
w

erfu
l g

ro
u
p
s 

b
esid

es th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s w
h
o
 

w
e
re

 v
e
ry

 a
n
x
io

u
s to

 b
e
 rid

 o
f 

M
alco

lm
 X

 —
 in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e U

. S
. 

ru
lin

g
 class. 

C
ary

 T
h

o
m

as, th
e first w

itn
ess, 

w
h
o
 ' testified

 fo
r th

ree an
d
 o

n
e-

h
a
lf d

a
y

s, w
a
s th

e
 o

n
ly

 o
n

e
 to

 
• id

en
tify

 all th
e d

efen
d

an
ts in

 th
e 

b
allro

o
m

 an
d
 to

 say
 h

e k
n

ew
 th

em
 

a
ll to

 b
e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs o

f th
e
 B

la
c
k

 
M

u
slim

s. O
n
 Jan

. 2
7
 th

e tran
scrip

t 
o

f th
e
 te

stim
o

n
y

 h
e
 g

a
v

e
 to

 th
e
 

g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 o

n
 M

arch
 3

, 1
9
6
5
 w

as 
read

 in
to

 th
e reco

rd
. T

h
e acco

u
n

t 
o
f th

e
 a

tta
c
k
 h

e
 g

a
v
e
 th

e
 g

ra
n
d
 

ju
ry

 w
as q

u
ite d

ifferen
t fro

m
 th

e 
o

n
e h

e g
av

e at th
e trial (see T

he 
M

ilitant o
f Jan

. 3
1

). 
T

h
e d

ifferen
ce b

etw
een

 h
is tw

o
 

sto
ries, as w

ell as m
an

y
 o

th
er d

is-
crep

an
cies, th

ro
w

 d
o
u
b
ts o

n
 th

e 
tru

th
 o

f h
is te

stim
o

n
y

. H
e
 sa

id
, 

fo
r ex

am
p
le, th

at after th
e sh

o
o
t-

in
g
 sta

rte
d
 h

e
 g

o
t u

p
 fro

m
 th

e
 

b
o
o
th

 h
e w

as sittin
g
 in

 so
m

e 4
5
 

fe
e
t fro

m
 th

e
 sta

g
e
 a

n
d

 w
a
lk

e
d

 
fo

rw
ard

 to
 w

ith
in

 1
5

 feet, o
r p

o
s-

sib
ly

 7 o
r 8

 feet o
r ev

en
 less, fro

m
 

th
e stag

e w
h

ere B
u

tler an
d

 H
ag

an
 

w
e
re

 sta
n
d
in

g
 p

u
m

p
in

g
 b

u
lle

ts 
in

to
 M

alco
lm

 X
. H

e n
ev

er d
rew

  

1
5
 

h
is g

u
n
, ev

en
 th

o
u
g
h
 th

e assassin
s 

h
a
d
 th

e
ir b

a
c
k
s to

w
a
rd

 h
im

, b
e
-

cau
se h

e w
as afraid

 h
e m

ig
h
t h

it 
o

th
er p

eo
p

le ru
n

n
in

g
 aro

u
n

d
. In

-
ste

a
d

 h
e
 g

o
t d

o
w

n
 o

n
 th

e
 flo

o
r 

in
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 b

o
o
th

s. 
T

h
o

m
as claim

ed
 to

 see Jo
h

n
so

n
 

w
h
e
n
 h

e
 first e

n
te

re
d
 th

e
 b

a
ll-

ro
o

m
, a

n
d

 to
 re

c
o

g
n

iz
e
 h

im
 a

s a
 

B
lack

 M
u

slim
. B

u
t h

e d
id

 n
o

th
in

g
 

to
 p

re
v
e
n
t th

is p
re

su
m

e
d
 e

n
e
m

y
 

fro
m

 attack
in

g
 M

alco
lm

 X
. 

T
h

e scru
tin

y
 th

e au
d

ien
ce w

as 
su

b
jected

 to
 b

y
 M

alco
lm

's fo
llo

w
-

ers w
as reflected

 in
 th

e testim
o
n
y
 

o
f G

e
o
rg

e
 W

h
itn

e
y
, th

e
 fo

u
rth

 
w

itn
e
ss. A

 p
o
lic

e
 re

p
o
rt o

f th
e
ir 

q
u
e
stio

n
in

g
 o

f h
im

 o
n
 M

a
rc

h
 2

, 
1
9
6
5
, w

a
s re

a
d
 in

to
 th

e
 re

c
o
rd

. 
W

h
itn

ey
 to

ld
 th

e p
o
lice th

at w
h
en

 
h
e n

o
ticed

 a m
em

b
er o

f th
e M

u
s-

lim
s fro

m
 P

a
te

rso
n
, N

. J. in
 th

e 
au

d
ien

ce h
e w

en
t an

d
 sp

o
k

e w
ith

 
h
im

. T
h
e
 m

a
n
 sa

id
 h

e
 w

a
s th

e
re

 
b
ecau

se h
e w

as d
issatisfied

 w
ith

 
th

e
 B

la
c
k
 M

u
slim

s. T
w

o
 g

u
a
rd

s 
th

en
 w

en
t o

v
er to

 h
im

. T
h
ey

 h
ad

 
h

im
 rem

o
v

e h
is B

lack
 M

u
slim

 p
in

 
a
n

d
 a

llo
w

e
d

 h
im

 to
 re

tu
rn

 to
 h

is 
seat, W

h
itn

ey
 said

. T
h
e q

u
estio

n
 

o
f h

o
w

 M
u
slim

s in
 th

e
 a

u
d
ie

n
c
e
 

w
e
re

 tre
a
te

d
 w

a
s n

o
t p

ro
b
e
d
 b

y
 

a
n

y
 o

f th
e
 a

tto
rn

e
y

s, h
o

w
e
v

e
r. 

W
h
itn

e
y
 te

stifie
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

b
een

 a m
em

b
er o

f M
o

sq
u

e N
o

. 7
 

fo
r tw

o
 a

n
d
 o

n
e
-h

a
lf y

e
a
rs a

n
d
 

h
d
d
 k

n
o
w

n
 B

u
tler fo

r th
ree y

ears. 
H

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t se

e
 B

u
tle

r in
 

th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 o

n
 F

eb
. 2

1
 an

d
 th

at 
h
e w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e reco
g
n
ized

 h
im

 if 
h
e h

ad
. 

W
h

itn
ey

, w
h

o
 liv

es in
 th

e sam
e 

ap
artm

en
t b

u
ild

in
g
 as C

ary
 T

h
o
m

-
a
s a

n
d
 h

a
d
 k

n
o
w

n
 h

im
 fo

r 1
5
 

y
ears, testified

 th
at h

e h
ad

 jo
in

ed
 

b
o
th

 o
f M

alco
lm

's o
rg

an
izatio

n
s, 

th
e O

rg
an

izatio
n

 fo
r A

fro
-A

m
eri-

c
a
n

 U
n

ity
 a

n
d

 th
e
 M

u
slim

 M
o

s-
q
u
e
 In

c
o
rp

o
ra

te
d
. H

e
 se

e
m

e
d
 to

 
h
av

e a m
u
ch

 b
etter g

rasp
 o

f w
h
at 

th
ey

 w
ere ab

o
u

t th
an

 C
ary

 T
h

o
m

-
as. W

h
en

 ask
ed

 w
h
eth

er M
alco

lm
 

X
 h

ad
 ev

er said
 w

h
o
 w

as in
teres-

ted
 in

 g
u

n
n

in
g

 h
im

 d
o

w
n

, W
h

it-
n
e
y
 te

stifie
d
 th

a
t M

a
lc

o
lm

 sa
id

 
th

a
t th

e
 p

o
w

e
r stru

c
tu

re
 a

n
d

 th
e
 

B
la

c
k
 M

u
slim

s w
e
re

 b
o
th

 in
te

r-
ested

 in
 h

is d
eath

. 

U
n

relia
b

le O
b

serv
ers 



16 H
a
y
e
r w

a
s th

e
 o

n
ly

 o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 

d
efen

d
an

ts W
h
itn

ey
 id

en
tified

. H
e 

said
, in

 fact, th
at h

e w
as th

e first 
o
n
e to

 catch
 h

o
ld

 o
f H

ay
er as h

e 
w

as fleein
g

 th
e b

allro
o

m
. W

h
itn

ey
 

w
a
s w

a
lk

in
g
 u

p
 th

e
 c

e
n
te

r a
isle

 
a
w

a
y

 fro
m

 th
e
 sta

g
e
 w

h
e
n

 th
e
 

sh
o
o
tin

g
 started

. H
e saw

 tw
o
 fig

-
u

res ru
n

n
in

g
 b

ack
 to

w
ard

 h
im

—
ju

m
p

in
g

 o
v

e
r c

h
a
irs a

n
d

 te
llin

g
 

p
e
o

p
le

 to
 g

e
t o

u
t o

f th
e
 w

a
y

. H
e
 

g
o
t a

 lo
o
k
 a

t o
n
ly

 o
n
e
 o

f th
e
m

, 
a
n

d
 sa

w
 h

im
 fire

 tw
ic

e
 w

ith
 a

 
la

rg
e
 g

u
n
 th

a
t lo

o
k
e
d
 lik

e
 a

 .4
5
. 

W
h
itn

ey
 m

o
v
ed

 to
w

ard
 th

e m
an

 
b

u
t ju

m
p

ed
 o

u
t o

f h
is w

ay
 w

h
en

 
th

e
 m

a
n
 fire

d
 in

 h
is d

ire
c
tio

n
. 

T
h
e m

an
 p

assed
 w

ith
in

 o
n
ly

 tw
o
 

feet an
d

 W
h

itn
ey

 p
u

rsu
ed

 h
im

 o
u

t 
th

e en
tran

ce an
d
 d

o
w

n
 th

e staffs. 
H

e
 c

a
u

g
h

t H
a
y

e
r fiv

e
 o

r six
 fe

e
t 

o
u
tsid

e th
e en

tran
ce o

f th
e b

u
ild

-
in

g
. O

th
ers also

 g
rab

b
ed

 h
im

. 
A

ssistan
t D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

 D
er-

m
o
d
y
 p

ro
d
u
ced

 an
 au

to
m

atic p
is-

to
l w

h
ich

 W
h

itn
ey

 said
 lo

o
k

ed
 lik

e 
th

e o
n

e h
e'd

 seen
 in

 H
ay

er's h
an

d
. 

W
h
itn

e
y
 te

stifie
d
 th

a
t h

e
 d

id
n
't 

realize H
ay

er h
ad

 b
een

 sh
o
t w

h
en

 
h
e cau

g
h
t h

im
, an

d
 th

at h
e n

ev
er 

sa
w

 a
n
y
o
n
e
 fire

 a
t H

a
y
e
r. H

a
y
-

er's atto
rn

ey
 h

as alleg
ed

 rep
eated

-
ly

 th
at R

eu
b

en
 F

ran
cis sh

o
t H

ay
-

er, an
d
 h

e S
u
g
g
ested

 in
 a q

u
estio

n
 

th
at W

h
itn

ey
's testim

o
n
y
 w

as m
o
-

tiv
a
te

d
 b

y
 h

is d
e
sire

 to
 p

ro
te

c
t 

F
ran

cis. 
W

h
itn

e
y
 w

a
s in

c
a
rc

e
ra

te
d
 o

n
 

M
a
rc

h
 1

0
, 1

9
6

5
 a

n
d

 a
c
c
u

se
d

 o
f 

sh
o
o
tin

g
 a

 m
a
n
 o

n
 M

a
rc

h
 9

. H
e
 

w
as h

eld
 in

 $
5
0
,0

0
0
 b

ail, th
en

 in
 

n
o

 b
ail, th

en
 in

 $
1

0
,0

0
0

 b
ail, an

d
 

w
as fin

ally
 released

 N
o
v
. 2

3
. H

e 
w

a
s a

lso
 a

c
c
u

se
d

 o
f sh

o
o

tin
g

 a
 

w
o
m

a
n
, o

n
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 d

a
y
 a

s th
e
 

o
th

er sh
o
o
tin

g
, it seem

s, b
u
t th

at 
c
h
a
rg

e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 d

ism
isse

d
, h

e
 

said
. 

W
h
itn

ey
 w

as n
o
t d

u
e to

 ap
p

ear 
a
s a

 w
itn

e
ss, a

n
d
 h

e
 n

e
v
e
r te

stiw
 

fled
 b

efo
re th

e g
ran

d
 ju

ry
. H

e ap
-

p
e
a
re

d
 in

 c
o
u
rt a

s a
 sp

e
c
ta

to
r o

n
 

Ja
n
. 2

4
 a

fte
r C

a
ry

 T
h
o
m

a
s h

a
d
 

m
en

tio
n

ed
 h

is n
am

e. S
o

m
eo

n
e in

-
fo

rm
ed

 P
eter S

ab
b
atin

o
, H

ay
er's 

la
w

y
e
r, th

a
t W

h
itn

e
y

 w
a
s in

 th
e
 

c
o

u
rtro

o
m

 a
n

d
 S

a
b

b
a
tin

o
 a

sk
e
d

 
to

 h
a
v

e
 h

im
 p

u
t o

n
 th

e
 w

itn
e
ss  

stan
d

. T
h

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 called

 h
im

 
as a w

itn
ess a few

 d
ay

s later. 
T

w
o
 o

th
e
r e

y
e
w

itn
e
sse

s w
h
o
 

testified
 p

ro
v

ed
 th

em
selv

es to
 b

e 
v
e
ry

 u
n
re

lia
b
le

 o
b
se

rv
e
rs in

 th
e
 

co
u

rse o
f cro

ss-ex
am

in
atio

n
: 

V
e
rn

a
l T

e
m

p
le

, 2
3
 y

e
a
rs o

ld
, 

h
ad

 d
ifficu

lty
 in

 h
earin

g
 an

d
 u

n
-

d
erstan

d
in

g
 m

an
y
 o

f th
e q

u
estio

n
s. 

H
e
 te

stifie
d

 th
a
t h

e
 k

n
e
w

 Jo
h

n
-

so
n

 a
s "1

5
X

" a
n

d
 h

a
d

 se
e
n

 h
im

 
sittin

g
 n

ear th
e b

ack
 o

f th
e A

u
d

u
-

b
o

n
 B

a
llro

o
m

 o
n

 F
e
b

. 2
1

. T
h

e
 

o
n
ly

 o
th

er tim
e h

e h
ad

 seen
 1

5
X

 
w

as at a b
ig

 M
u

slim
 rally

 h
e h

ad
 

atten
d
ed

 in
 C

h
icag

o
 —

 b
u
t co

u
ld

 
n
o
t recall an

y
th

in
g
 else ab

o
u
t th

e 
trip

, th
e n

am
e o

f th
e b

u
s lin

e h
e 

u
sed

, th
e fare, o

r th
e tim

e it to
o
k
. 

M
o
st o

f h
is testim

o
n
y
 co

n
cern

ed
 

H
ay

er. H
e said

 th
at h

e w
as seated

 
o
n
 th

e,,,rig
h
t sid

e o
f th

e au
d
ito

r-
iu

m
 w

h
e
n
 a

 m
a
n
 sto

o
d
 u

p
 a

n
d
 

said
: "N

ig
g

er, g
et o

u
t o

f m
y

 p
o

ck
-

et." H
e reco

g
n
ized

 h
im

 to
 b

e H
ay

-
e
r, th

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 p

ro
n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 h

is 
n
a
m

e
 a

s "H
a
n
g
a
n
" m

e
a
n
in

g
 to

 
say

 "H
ag

an
." T

em
p

le said
 h

e h
ad

 
seen

 H
ay

er o
n
 th

ree p
rev

io
u
s o

c-
casio

n
s: first, sellin

g
 

M
u

h
a

m
m

a
d

 
S
p
ea

ks 
at L

en
o
x
 A

v
e. an

d
 1

1
6
th

 
S

t., n
ear M

o
sq

u
e N

o
. 7

; seco
n

d
, 

in
 th

e m
o

sq
u

e actin
g

 as a g
u

ard
; 

th
ird

, in
 th

e M
u
slim

 restau
ran

t. 
T

em
p
le's reliab

ility
 as a w

itn
ess 

w
a
s sh

a
k
e
n
 b

y
 a

 q
u
e
stio

n
 p

u
t to

 
h
im

 b
y
 D

erm
o
d
y
 after th

e d
efen

se 
cro

ss-ex
am

in
atio

n
 w

as o
v
er. D

er-
m

o
d

y
 ask

ed
 T

em
p

le fo
r th

e d
ate 

o
n

 w
h

ich
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as 
assassin

ated
. T

em
p
le resp

o
n
d
ed

 
th

a
t h

e
 w

a
sn

't su
re

 o
f th

e
 e

x
a
c
t 

d
ate b

u
t h

e k
n

ew
 it w

as in
 1

9
6

5
. 

T
h
e fo

u
rth

 ey
ew

itn
ess, E

d
w

ard
 

D
iP

in
a
, w

a
s a

 m
a
n
 o

f 7
0
, b

la
c
k
 

b
u
t o

f P
o
rtu

g
u
e
se

 b
irth

. A
 v

e
ry

 
lik

ab
le o

ld
 m

an
, h

e tried
 to

 p
lease 

h
is q

u
estio

n
er an

d
 ten

d
ed

 to
 an

-
sw

er "y
es" w

h
en

 h
e w

as u
n
su

re. 
H

e h
ad

 d
ifficu

lty
 in

 u
n
d
erstan

d
-

in
g

 m
a
n

y
 q

u
e
stio

n
s a

n
d

 in
 a

n
-

sw
erin

g
 th

em
 d

irectly
. 

H
e
 id

e
n
tifie

d
 B

u
tle

r a
n
d
 H

a
y
-

e
r a

s b
e
in

g
 in

v
o

lv
e
d

 in
 th

e
 d

is-
tu

rb
an

ce, b
u
t th

e rest o
f th

e sto
ry

 
h
e to

ld
 w

as d
ifferen

t fro
m

 th
at o

f 
th

e
 o

th
e
rs: B

u
tle

r a
n

d
 H

a
y

e
r 

w
e
re

 in
 th

e
 th

ird
 ro

w
 fro

m
 th

e
 

fro
n
t. B

u
tle

r sto
o
d
 u

p
 a

n
d
 fire

d
 

fiv
e
 sh

o
ts a

t M
a
lc

o
lm

 X
 o

n
 th

e
 

stag
e. T

h
en

 h
e an

d
 H

ay
er tu

rn
ed

 
a
ro

u
n
d
 a

n
d
 ra

n
 to

w
a
rd

 th
e
 re

a
r 

o
f th

e
 a

u
d
ito

riu
m

, firin
g
 b

e
h
in

d
 

th
em

. 
In

 D
iP

in
a's v

ersio
n

, th
ey

 n
ev

er 
ra

n
 fo

rw
a
rd

 to
 th

e
 sta

g
e
 a

s th
e
 

o
th

er w
itn

esses testified
. 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 th

ere w
ere m

an
y
 th

in
g
s 

D
iP

in
a
 sa

id
 w

h
ic

h
 sh

o
w

e
d
 h

is 
co

n
fu

sio
n

 in
 sp

ite o
f v

ery
 p

o
sitiv

e 
assertio

n
s, o

n
e sto

o
d

 o
u

t: W
illiam

 
C

h
an

ce, B
u
tler's atto

rn
ey

, ask
ed

 
h
im

 ab
o
u
t th

e d
etectiv

e w
h
o
 d

ro
v
e 

D
iP

in
a to

 B
ellev

u
e h

o
sp

ital w
h

ere 
h
e first id

en
tified

 H
ay

er. T
h
en

 h
e 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
, F

eb
. 8

 —
 D

u
rin

g
 

1
3
 d

ay
s o

f testim
o
n
y
 in

 th
e M

al-
c
o

lm
 X

 m
u

rd
e
r tria

l, n
in

e
 e

y
e
-

w
itn

esses to
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f 
M

alco
lm

 X
 h

av
e tak

en
 th

e stan
d

 
an

d
 b

een
 cro

ss-ex
am

in
ed

 at len
g
th

. 
B

u
t little p

ro
g
ress h

as b
een

 m
ade 

to
w

ard
 d

isco
v

erin
g

 th
e tru

th
 ab

o
u

t 
w

h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 o

n
 F

eb
. 2

1
, 1

9
6
5
 

in
 th

e A
u

d
u

b
o

n
 B

allro
o

m
 w

h
ere 

• 
M

alco
lm

 X
 w

as sh
o
t, an

d
 th

e m
o
-

tiv
e b

eh
in

d
 th

e assassin
atio

n
. 

A
 c

o
m

p
lic

a
tin

g
 fa

c
to

r in
 th

e
 

trial is th
e cru

cial ro
le in

 th
e p

io
-

ceed
in

g
s p

lay
ed

 b
y
 th

e p
o
lice an

d
 

d
istrict atto

rn
ey

's o
ffice. T

h
o

u
g

h
 

th
ey

 are th
e o

n
es w

h
o

 rep
resen

t 
"th

e p
eo

p
le," th

ey
 can

 h
ard

ly
 b

e 
c
o
n
sid

e
re

d
 im

p
a
rtia

l, a
n
d
 so

m
e
 

p
eo

p
le su

sp
ect ag

en
ts o

f th
e p

o
lice 

w
ere im

p
licated

 in
 th

e m
u
rd

er. 
T

h
e m

o
st p

o
w

erfu
l p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 

ru
n
,th

is co
u
n
try

 h
ad

 a m
o
tiv

e fo
r 

h
a
v
in

g
 M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 m

u
rd

e
re

d
 a

t 
le

a
s
t a

s
 s

tro
n
g
 a

s
 th

a
t o

f th
e
 

h
ierarch

y
 o

f th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s. 
A

n
d
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 in
 a

 m
u
c
h
 b

e
tte

r 
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 g
et aw

ay
 w

ith
 it. R

ig
h
t-

w
in

g
 a

n
d
 ra

c
ist g

ro
u

p
s h

a
d

 m
o

-
tiv

es as w
ell. 

In
 th

e last sp
eech

 
h
e delivered 

at th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 B

allro
o
m

 o
n
 M

o
n
-

d
a
y
, F

e
b
. 1

5
, th

e
 d

a
y
 a

fte
r h

is 
h
o
u
se h

ad
 b

een
 b

o
m

b
ed

, M
alco

lm
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p
o
in

ted
 to

 C
h
arles B

eav
ers, o

n
e, 

o
f Jo

h
n
so

n
's atto

rn
ey

s, req
u
ested

 
h

im
 to

 stan
d

 u
p

, an
d

 ask
ed

 D
iP

in
a 

if th
at w

as th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 took hirn 

to
 th

e
 h

o
sp

ita
l. "Y

e
s th

a
t's th

e
 

m
an

," resp
o

n
d

ed
 D

iP
in

e. 

T
h

e fifth
 ey

ew
itn

ess, w
h

o
 h

as 
n
o
t y

e
t b

e
e
n
 c

ro
ss-e

x
a
m

in
e
d
, is 

Ja
sp

e
r D

a
v
is, a

 5
4
-y

e
a
r-o

ld
 su

-
p

e
rin

te
n

d
e
n

t o
f a

n
 a

p
a
rtm

e
n

t 
b
u
ild

in
g
. H

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 w

a
s n

o
t a

 
m

em
b
er o

f an
y
 o

f th
e o

rg
an

iza-
tio

n
s in

v
o
lv

ed
. H

e id
en

tified
 o

n
ly

 
B

u
tler, as o

n
e o

f th
e tw

o
 in

v
o

lv
ed

 
in

 th
e
 d

iv
e
rsio

n
, b

u
t h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t 

see w
h

o
 fired

 an
y

 o
f th

e sh
o

ts. 

X
 accu

sed
 E

lijah
 M

u
h

am
m

ad
 o

f 
o

rd
erin

g
 th

e b
o

m
b

in
g

 o
f h

is h
o

m
e, 

b
u
t h

e w
en

t o
n
 to

 say
 th

at a situ
a-

tio
n
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 c

re
a
te

d
 in

 w
h
ic

h
 

an
y
o
n
e co

u
ld

 m
u
rd

er h
im

 an
d
 th

e 
B

lack
 M

u
slim

s w
o
u
ld

 b
e b

lam
ed

. 

A
lex

 H
aley

 rep
o

rts in
 th

e ep
i-

lo
g

u
e
 to

 
T

h
e A

u
to

b
io

g
ra

p
h
y o

f 
M

a
lco

lm
 X

 th
at M

alco
lm

 to
ld

 h
im

 
in

 a p
h
o
n
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
 o

n
 F

eb
. 

2
0
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 sta
te

 h
e
 

h
a
d

 b
e
e
n

 h
a
sty

 to
 a

c
c
u

se
 th

e
 

B
la

c
k

 M
u

slim
s o

f b
o

m
b

in
g

 h
is 

h
o

m
e
. "T

h
in

g
s h

a
V

e
 h

a
p

p
e
n

e
d

 
sin

c
e
 th

a
t a

re
 b

ig
g

e
r th

a
n

 W
h

a
t 

th
ey

 can
 d

o
. I k

n
o
w

 w
h
at th

ey
 can

 
d
o
. T

h
in

g
s h

a
v
e
 g

o
n
e
 b

e
y
o
n
d
 

th
at," H

aley
 q

u
o
tes M

alcolm
. 

M
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
n

y
 o

th
e
r in

d
iv

id
-

u
a
l, M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 w

a
s a

 th
re

a
t to

 
th

o
se w

h
o

 w
ish

 to
 m

ain
tain

 
the 

status quo in
 th

is co
u

n
try

. P
eter 

S
ab

b
atin

o
, o

n
e o

f th
e d

efen
se at-

to
rn

ey
s fo

r T
alm

ad
g
e B

ayer, ask-
ed 

G
eo

rg
e W

h
itn

ey
, o

n
e o

f M
al-

co
lm

's fo
llo

w
ers, 

d
u
rin

g
 cro

ss-
e
x

a
m

in
a
tio

n
, w

h
e
th

e
r h

e
 e

v
e
r 

h
eard

 M
alco

lm
 say

 th
at p

eo
p

le in
-

terested
 in

 n
arco

tics 
m

ight 
gun 

h
im

 d
o
w

n
. "H

e said
 th

at p
eo

p
le 

w
h

o
 w

ere in
terested

 
in 

keeping 
th

e
 sta

tu
s q

u
o
 m

ig
h
t g

u
n
 h

im
 

d
o

w
n

," W
h

itn
ey

 resp
o

n
d

ed
. 

C
o

n
flictin

g
 T

estim
o

n
y 



1
8
 M

alco
lm

 X
 m

ad
e an

 en
o

rm
o

u
s 

im
p
re

ssio
n
 in

 A
fric

a
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 

last y
ear o

f h
is life. O

n
ce h

e sp
lit 

fro
m

 th
e M

u
slim

s, o
n
ly

 1
1
 m

o
n
th

s 
b
e
fo

re
 h

is d
e
a
th

, th
e
 g

o
a
l h

e
 se

t 
w

as to
 lin

k
 th

e stru
g
g
le o

f A
fro

-
A

m
erican

s to
 th

e freed
o
m

 stru
g
-

g
le

s o
f th

e
 c

o
lo

re
d
 p

e
o
p
le

s a
ll 

o
v

e
r th

e
 w

o
rld

. H
is im

m
e
d

ia
te

 
aim

 w
as to

 g
et th

e U
. S

. g
o
v
ern

-
m

en
t co

n
d
em

n
ed

 as racist in
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s, ju

st as S
o
u
th

 A
f-

ric
a
 h

a
d

 b
e
e
n

 c
o

n
d

e
m

n
e
d

. 
H

e sp
en

t fiv
e o

f th
o

se 1
1

 m
o

n
th

s 
trav

elin
g
 in

 A
frica an

d
 th

e M
id

d
le 

E
ast, m

eetin
g

 h
ead

s o
f state an

d
 

h
ig

h
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t o

ffic
ia

ls a
n
d
 

sp
eak

in
g
 b

efo
re stu

d
en

t g
ro

u
p
s. A

 
"tru

th
 sq

u
a
d

" fro
m

 th
e
 U

. S
. In

-
fo

rm
atio

n
 A

g
en

cy
 acco

m
p
an

ied
 

h
im

 w
h
e
re

v
e
r h

e
 w

e
n
t —

 sla
n
-

d
e
rin

g
 h

im
 a

n
d
 try

in
g
 to

 u
n
d
o
 

w
h
at h

e w
as acco

m
p
lish

in
g
. B

u
t 

th
e
y
 d

id
n
't su

c
c
e
e
d
. Jo

h
n
 L

e
w

is 
an

d
 D

o
n
ald

 H
arris, lead

ers o
f th

e 
S

tu
d
en

t N
o
n
v
io

len
t C

o
o
rd

in
atin

g
 

C
o
m

m
itte

e
, to

u
re

d
 se

v
e
ra

l A
fri-

can
 co

u
n
tries ju

st after M
alco

lm
 

h
a
d

 v
isite

d
 th

e
m

 a
n

d
 re

p
o

rte
d

: 
"M

alco
lm

's im
p
act o

n
 A

frica w
as 

ju
st fa

n
ta

stic
. In

 e
v
e
ry

 c
o
u
n
try

 
h
e w

as k
n
o
w

n
 an

d
 serv

ed
 as th

e 
m

a
in

 c
rite

ria
 fo

r c
a
te

g
o

riz
in

g
 

o
th

e
r A

fro
-A

m
e
ric

a
n
s a

n
d
 th

e
ir 

p
o
litical v

iew
s." 

M
alco

lm
 X

 w
as p

o
iso

n
ed

 w
h
ile 

h
e w

as in
 C

airo
. H

is sto
m

ach
 w

as 
p
u
m

p
ed

 v
ery

 so
o
n
 after h

e aw
o
k
e 

o
n
e
 n

ig
h
t in

 e
n
o
rm

o
u
s p

a
in

. N
o
 

o
n

e
 e

lse
 w

h
o

 a
te

 w
ith

 h
im

 w
a
s 

p
o

iso
n

ed
. H

e m
en

tio
n

ed
 th

e in
ci-

d
en

t d
u
rin

g
 th

e q
u
estio

n
 p

erio
d
 at 

o
n
e o

f th
e p

u
b
lic m

eetin
g
s o

f th
e 

O
rg

a
n

iz
a
tio

n
 o

f A
fro

-A
m

e
ric

a
n

 
U

n
ity

 a
t th

e
 A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 B

a
llro

o
m

 
in

 an
 o

ff-h
an

d
 w

ay
. H

e w
as p

ro
b
-

ab
ly

 em
b

arrassed
 to

 sp
eak

 o
f h

is 
o

w
n

 p
ro

b
le

m
s, e

sp
e
c
ia

lly
 w

h
e
n

 
he 

w
as so

 w
id

ely
 accu

sed
 b

y
 th

e 
p
re

ss o
f b

e
in

g
 ju

st a
 p

u
b
lic

ity
 

h
o
u
n
d
. 

Ju
st 1

2
 d

ay
s b

efo
re h

is assassin
-

atio
n
, M

alco
lm

 X
 w

as b
arred

 fro
m

 
F

ran
ce. H

e w
as to

 ad
d
ress a m

eet-
in

g
 o

f A
fro

-A
m

erican
s an

d
 A

fri-
c
a
n
s in

 P
a
ris a

n
d
 fle

w
 th

e
re

, b
u
t 

w
as k

ep
t fro

m
 leav

in
g
 th

e airp
o
rt 

an
d
 fo

rced
 to

 fly
 d

irectly
 b

ack
 to

 
B

rita
in

 b
y
 F

re
n
c
h
 o

ffic
ia

ls. T
h
e
 

reaso
n
 fo

r th
is h

ig
h
ly

 u
n
u
su

al act 
b
y
 th

e
 F

re
n
c
h
: g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t w

a
s 

n
e
v
e
r sta

te
d
, b

u
t o

n
e
 ru

m
o
r w

a
s 

th
a
t th

e
y
 fe

a
re

d
 th

e
y

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 

em
b
arrassed

 b
y
 h

av
in

g
 h

im
 assas-

sin
ated

 o
n
 F

ren
ch

 so
il. 

O
n
e o

th
er ru

m
o
r th

at sh
o
u
ld

 b
e 

tak
en

 n
o
te o

f in
 an

o
th

er co
n
n
ec-

tio
n
 is th

e ru
m

o
r th

at w
as sp

read
 

am
o
n
g
 so

m
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 p
o
licem

en
 

th
a
t M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
's g

ro
u
p
 h

a
d
 b

e
-

co
m

e an
 o

rg
an

ized
 crim

in
al g

an
g
. 

I d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
o
 started

 to
 sp

read
 

th
is lie

 o
r h

o
w

 lo
n
g
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 

assassin
atio

n
 it w

as to
ld

 to
 p

o
lice, 

b
u
t it certain

ly
 m

u
st h

av
e "ju

sti-
fied

" an
y
 attack

s o
n
 M

alco
lm

 o
r 

h
is fo

llo
w

ers to
 th

o
se p

o
lice w

h
o
 

b
eliev

ed
 th

e sto
ry

. 
F

o
r a

lr, o
f th

ese reaso
n
s, th

ere 
a
re

 g
ro

u
n
d
s fo

r su
sp

ic
io

n
 th

a
t 

so
m

e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 o

f th
e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t 

w
a
s in

v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 o
n
e
 w

a
y
 o

r a
n
-

o
th

er in
 th

e assassin
atio

n
, an

d
 th

at 
th

o
se

 c
h
a
rg

e
d
 w

ith
 fin

d
in

g
 th

e
 

k
ille

rs m
a
y
 in

d
e
e
d
 b

e
 c

o
v
e
rin

g
 

u
p
 fo

r th
em

. 
T

h
e p

o
lice m

u
st h

av
e in

terv
iew

-
ed

 a g
reat m

an
y
 o

f th
e estim

ated
 

4
0
0
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 w

ere at th
e A

u
d
u
-

b
o
n
 w

h
en

 M
alco

lm
 w

as sh
o
t. D

id
 

th
e
y
 se

le
c
t th

e
 w

itn
e
sse

s w
h
o
 

c
o
u
ld

 b
e
 fitte

d
 in

to
 th

e
 p

ro
se

c
u
-

tio
n
's sto

ry
?
 S

o
m

e
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
 a

 
sm

all p
art o

f w
h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 an

d
 

co
u
ld

n
't co

n
trad

ict th
e rest o

f th
e 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
's v

ersio
n
. W

ere o
th

ers 
su

b
je

c
te

d
 to

 p
re

ssu
re

 b
y
 th

e
 p

o
-

lic
e
, to

 le
a
rn

 to
 re

m
e
m

b
e
r w

h
a
t 

th
e p

o
lice w

an
ted

? O
th

er w
itn

ess-
e
s w

e
re

 c
o
n
fu

se
d
 b

u
t o

p
e
n
 to

 
su

g
g
estio

n
 b

y
 th

e au
th

o
rities. 

N
ew

sp
ap

er acco
u
n
ts o

f th
e k

ill-
in

g
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
 sa

id
 a

t le
a
st fiv

e
 

m
en

 w
ere in

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 th

e attack
 

—
 tw

o
 in

 a
 d

iv
e
rsio

n
 a

n
d
 th

re
e
 

t„ d
o
in

g
 th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
. T

h
e p

o
lice said

 
th

e
y
 w

e
re

 lo
o
k
in

g
 fo

r fiv
e
 m

e
n
. 

T
h

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 n

o
w

 claim
s o

n
ly

 
th

re
e
 m

e
n
 w

e
re

 in
v
o
lv

e
d
, a

n
d
 

n
o

n
e o

f th
e w

itn
esses h

as co
n

tra-
d
icted

 th
at in

 co
u
rt. 

T
w

o
 o

f th
em

, h
o
w

ev
er, testified

 
b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 g

ra
n

d
 ju

ry
 la

st sp
rin

g
 

to
 a

 c
o
u
rse

 o
f e

v
e
n
ts in

v
o
lv

in
g
  

m
o

re
 th

a
n

 th
re

e
 a

ssa
ssin

s. T
h

e
 

la
st w

itn
e
ss to

 te
stify

, C
h
a
rle

s 
B

lack
w

ell, is o
n
e o

f th
em

. B
lack

-
w

ell w
as a g

u
ard

 stan
d
in

g
 in

 fro
n
t 

o
f th

e stag
e, o

n
 th

e left sid
e fro

m
 

th
e p

o
in

t o
f v

iew
 o

f th
e au

d
ien

ce, 
a
t th

e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
. H

e
 

seem
ed

 lik
e a v

ery
 so

b
er, serio

u
s, 

reliab
le w

itn
ess as h

e testified
 in

 
c
o

u
rt to

 se
e
in

g
 m

o
st o

f th
e
 a

c
-

tio
n
 u

n
fo

ld
; a

n
d
 h

e
 to

ld
 it in

 
c
o
u
rt ju

st a
s A

ssista
n
t D

istric
t 

A
tto

rn
e
y
 D

e
rm

o
d
y
 sa

id
 it h

a
d
 

h
ap

p
en

ed
: 

W
hen a scuffle betw

een tw
o m

en 
started

, B
lack

w
ell m

o
v

ed
 to

w
ard

 
th

e
 m

id
d
le

 a
isle

, h
e
 sa

id
. W

h
e
n
 

h
e reach

ed
 th

e first ro
w

 h
e h

eard
 

a b
last b

eh
in

d
 h

im
 an

d
 saw

 M
al-

co
lm

 X
 fall. T

h
en

 h
e h

eard
 sh

o
ts, 

tu
rn

ed
 an

d
 saw

 th
e tw

o
 m

en
 w

h
o
 

h
ad

 b
een

 scu
fflin

g
 ru

n
n
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 

th
e aisle to

w
ard

 h
im

 sh
o
o
tin

g
 at 

M
alco

lm
 X

. 
B

lack
w

ell id
en

tified
 th

e tw
o
 as 

th
e d

efen
d
an

ts N
o
rm

an
 (3

X
) B

u
t-

le
r a

n
d
 T

a
lm

a
d
g
e
 H

a
y
e
r, a

lso
 

k
n
o
w

n
 as T

h
o
m

as H
ag

an
. B

u
tler 

p
o
in

ted
 h

is g
u
n
 at B

lack
w

ell an
d
 

B
la

c
k
w

e
ll d

u
c
k
e
d
 to

 th
e
 flo

o
r. 

T
h
e
y
 b

o
th

 ra
n
 p

a
st h

im
 to

w
a
rd

 
th

e ro
stru

m
, th

en
 tu

rn
ed

 an
d
 ran

 
u
p
 th

e aisle, B
lack

w
ell testified

. 
H

e "g
av

e ch
ase" an

d
 th

en
 h

e n
o

-
ticed

 a m
an

 stan
d
in

g
 fo

u
r o

r fiv
e 

ro
w

s b
a
c
k
 w

h
o
 tu

rn
e
d
 a

n
d
 ra

n
 

in
to

 th
e lad

ies' lo
u
n
g
e. B

lack
w

ell 
id

e
n
tifie

d
 th

a
t m

a
n
 a

s T
h
o
m

a
s 

(1
5

X
) Jo

h
n

so
n

, th
e th

ird
 d

efen
-

d
an

t. 
B

la
c
k
w

e
ll's a

c
c
o
u
n
t o

f th
e
 

ev
en

ts b
efo

re th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 so

m
e 

tim
e o

n
 M

arch
 9

, 1
9

6
5

, h
o

w
ev

er, 
w

a
s v

e
ry

 d
iffe

re
n

t, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 h
e
 

id
en

tified
 th

e sam
e th

ree m
en

. A
c-

c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 th
is sto

ry
: T

w
o

 m
e
n

 
started

 to
 scu

ffle. T
h
en

 so
m

eth
in

g
 

w
e
n
t "p

o
p
." It se

e
m

e
d
 to

 c
o
m

e
 

fro
m

 th
e b

ack
 o

f th
e au

d
ito

riu
m

. 
T

h
is w

as fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y
 a v

o
lley

 o
f 

sh
o
ts, b

u
t B

lack
w

ell d
id

 n
o
t see 

w
h
ere th

ey
 cam

e fro
m

. T
h
en

 B
u
t-

ler an
d
 H

ay
er, w

h
o
 w

ere n
o
t in

- 
v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 th
e
 sc

u
ffle

 b
u
t h

a
d
 

b
een

 sittin
g
 in

 th
e first an

d
 seco

n
d
 

se
a
t o

f th
e
 first ro

w
, ra

n
 up th

e 
a
isle

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e
 b

a
c
k
 w

h
e
re

 th
e
 

19 

e
x
it w

a
s, sh

o
o
tin

g
 o

v
e
r p

e
o
p
le

's 
h
e
a
d
s.. H

e
 te

stifie
d
 th

a
t h

e
 

saw
 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 ru

n
 in

to
 th

e lad
ies' ro

o
m

. 
H

e co
u
ld

 n
o
t id

en
tify

 th
e tw

o
 m

en
 

in
 th

e
 sc

u
ffle

. B
u
t It w

a
s c

le
a
r 

fro
m

 th
is te

stim
o
n
y
 	

th
e 

g
ra

n
d
 ju

ry
 th

a
t th

e
re

 'W
e
re

tw
o
 

o
th

ers b
esid

es th
e th

ree d
efen

d
an

ts 
h
e id

en
tified

. 
W

h
en

 h
e w

as q
u
estio

n
ed

 ab
o
u
t 

th
e d

iscrep
an

cies B
lack

w
ell testi-

fie
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 lie

d
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 

g
ra

n
d
 ju

ry
, b

e
c
a
u
s
e
 h

e
 w

a
s
 

ash
am

ed
 h

e h
ad

 left h
is p

o
st, an

d
 

d
id

 n
o
t w

a
n
t a

n
y
o
n
e
 to

 k
n
o
w

 h
e
 

h
ad

 d
u
ck

ed
 d

o
w

n
 w

h
en

 o
n
e o

f th
e 

assassin
s p

o
in

ted
 h

is g
u
n
 at h

im
. 

B
la

c
k
w

e
ll sa

id
 th

a
t a

fte
r th

e
 

sh
o

o
tin

g
 F

red
 W

illiam
s, th

e p
re-

v
io

u
s w

itn
e
ss to

 ta
k
e
 th

e
 sta

n
d
 

a
n
d
 te

stify
 a

g
a
in

st B
u
tle

r a
n
d
 

Jo
h
n
so

n
, p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t a saw

ed
 o

ff 
sh

o
tg

u
n
 an

d
 a G

erm
an

 L
u
g
er ly

in
g
 

o
n

 th
e
 flo

o
r. B

la
c
k

w
e
ll w

ra
p

p
e
d

 
th

e
 sh

o
tg

u
n
 in

 h
is b

ro
w

n
 su

it 
ja

c
k
e
t a

n
d
 g

a
v
e
 it to

 R
e
u
b
e
n
 

F
ran

cis w
h
o
 w

as stan
d
in

g
 o

n
 th

e 
sta

g
e
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
, h

e
 e

x
p
la

in
e
d
, 

T
h
e
n
 h

e
 p

ic
k
e
d
 u

p
 a

 ja
c
k
e
t h

e
 

fo
u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e
 flo

o
r, w

ra
p
p
e
d
 th

e
 

L
u
g
er in

 it an
d
 g

av
e th

is to
 F

ran
-

cis as w
ell. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 h
is g

ran
d
 

ju
ry

 testim
o
n
y
 B

lack
w

ell g
av

e th
e 

L
u
g
er to

 a B
ro

th
er G

en
e w

h
o
 w

as 
also

 o
n
 th

e stag
e. B

lack
w

ell claim
-

ed
 h

e w
as in

 e
rro

r w
h

e
n

 h
e
 sa

id
 

th
is b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 g

ra
n

d
 ju

ry
. 

T
h
e
 w

itn
e
ss te

stifie
d
 th

a
t h

e
 

le
ft th

e
 a

u
d
ito

riu
m

 a
lo

n
g
 w

ith
 

F
ra

n
c
is a

n
d
 a

 th
ird

 m
a
n
 w

h
o
se

 
car th

ey
 d

ro
v
e aro

u
n
d
 in

 fo
r sev

-
e
ra

l h
o
u
rs. F

ra
n
c
is to

ld
 h

im
 h

e
 

h
a
d
 le

ft th
e
 sh

o
tg

u
n
 in

 th
e
 ball-

ro
o
m

 b
eh

in
d
 th

e stag
e. 

T
h

e
 sh

o
tg

u
n

 h
e
 id

e
n

tifie
d

 in
 

th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

 is d
o
u
b
le b

arreled
, 

b
u
t in

 h
is g

ra
n
d
 ju

ry
 te

stim
o
n
y
 

B
lack

w
ell d

escrib
ed

 th
e w

eap
o
n
 

a
s sin

g
le

 b
a
rre

le
d
 w

ith
 o

n
e
 trig

-
g
er b

u
t said

 h
e h

ad
 n

o
t ex

am
in

ed
 

it c
lo

se
ly

. It lo
o
k
e
d
 lik

e
 a

n
 o

ld
-

fash
io

n
ed

 d
u
elin

g
 p

isto
l h

e said
. 

H
e
 w

a
s n

o
t su

re
 it w

a
s a

 sa
w

e
d
-

o
ff sh

o
tg

u
n
 b

e
c
a
u
se

 h
e
'd

 n
e
V

e
r,  

seen
 o

n
e b

efo
re. 

T
h
e o

th
er w

itn
ess w

h
o
se g

ran
d
 

ju
ry

 testim
o
n
y
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 m

o
re th

an
 



20 
th

re
e
 a

tta
c
k

e
rs is C

a
ry

 T
h

o
m

a
s. 

T
h

e
 sto

ry
 h

e
 to

ld
 o

n
 M

a
rc

h
 3

 
b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 g

ra
n

d
 ju

ry
 is in

 b
rie

f 
a
s fo

llo
w

s: H
a
y
e
r a

n
d
 B

u
tle

r 
created

 a d
istu

rb
an

ce. H
ay

er b
e-

c
a
m

e
 in

v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 a
 fig

h
t w

ith
 

so
m

e
 o

f M
a
lc

o
lm

 X
's fo

llo
w

e
rs, 

w
h
ile B

u
tler an

d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 ru

sh
ed

 
to

 th
e
 sta

g
e
 a

n
d
 fire

d
 g

u
n
s a

t 
M

alco
lm

. Jo
h

n
so

n
's g

u
n

 w
as id

en
-

tified
 as a h

an
d
 g

u
n
 an

d
 T

h
o
m

as 
d
id

 n
o
t m

e
n
tio

n
 se

e
in

g
 a

n
y
o
n
e
 

fire
 a

 sh
o

tg
u

n
. P

re
su

m
a
b

ly
 th

a
t 

w
a
s fire

d
 b

y
 a

 fo
u
rth

 a
ssa

ila
n
t. 

T
h

e
 sto

ry
 th

e
 p

ro
se

c
u

tio
n

 sa
id

 
it w

o
u
ld

 p
ro

v
e
 in

v
o
lv

in
g
 o

n
ly

 
th

re
e
 a

ssa
ila

n
ts is e

x
tre

m
e
ly

 d
u
-

b
io

u
s o

n
 th

e face o
f it. W

h
y

 w
o

u
ld

 
tw

o
 o

f th
e th

ree k
illers d

elib
erate-

ly
 attract atten

tio
n
 to

 th
em

selv
es 

b
efo

re th
ey

 ran
 d

o
w

n
 to

 th
e stag

e 
w

ith
 g

u
n
s firin

g
?
 T

h
is w

o
u
ld

 
h

ard
ly

 serv
e as a d

iv
ersio

n
 if th

ey
 

th
em

selv
es w

ere th
e g

u
n

m
en

. 
D

id
 th

e
y
 h

a
v
e
 su

ffic
ie

n
t tim

e
 

a
fte

r th
e
 tw

o
 sh

o
tg

u
n
 b

la
sts to

 
ru

n
 d

o
w

n
 to

 th
e
 sta

g
e
?
 T

h
e
 d

e
-

fe
n
se

 a
tto

rn
e
y
s h

a
v
e
 n

o
t p

ro
b
e
d
 

th
is q

u
estio

n
. 

A
n

o
th

e
r im

p
o

rta
n

t p
a
rt o

f th
e
 

p
ro

se
c
u

tio
n

's c
a
se

 w
h

ic
h

 rin
g

s 
fa

lse
 to

 th
o
se

 fa
m

ilia
r w

ith
 th

e
 

situ
a
tio

n
 is th

e
 c

la
im

 th
a
t th

e
 

th
re

e
 m

e
n
 w

e
re

 a
c
tiv

e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs 

o
f th

e
 B

la
c
k
 M

u
slim

s, a
n
d
 th

a
t 

th
eir m

o
tiv

e fo
r k

illin
g
 M

alco
lm

 
X

 w
as h

is d
efectio

n
 fro

m
 th

e M
u

s-
lim

s. If th
e
 B

la
c
k
 M

u
slim

s d
e
-

c
id

e
d
 to

 k
ill M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 w

o
u
ld

 
th

e
y
 se

n
d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 a

n
d
 B

u
tle

r, 
tw

o
 w

ell-k
n

o
w

n
 lo

cal "en
fo

rcers" 
w

h
o
 h

ad
 asso

ciated
 w

ith
 M

alco
lm

 
X

 an
d

 h
is fo

llo
w

ers fo
r y

ears? 
T

h
e d

efen
se atto

rn
ey

s h
av

e n
o

t 
fu

lly
 u

tiliz
e
d
 th

e
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
itie

s 
th

ey
 h

ad
 th

u
s far to

 m
ak

e th
e sit-

u
a
tio

n
 c

le
a
r to

 th
e
 ju

ry
. Jo

h
n
 

D
a
v
is, w

h
o
 te

stifie
d
 to

 se
e
in

g
 

H
a
y

e
r ru

n
 to

w
a
rd

 th
e
 e

x
it firin

g
 

a p
isto

l, w
as in

 ch
arg

e o
f p

o
stin

g
 

th
e
 g

u
a
rd

s a
t th

e
 sta

g
e
. N

o
n
e
 o

f 
th

e
 la

w
y
e
rs fo

r B
u
tle

r o
r Jo

h
n
-

so
n
 cro

ss-ex
am

in
ed

 h
im

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
p

re
c
a
u

tio
n

s ta
k

e
n

 to
 p

re
v

e
n

t 
k
n
o
w

n
 M

u
slim

s fro
m

 en
terin

g
 th

e 
b

a
llro

o
m

 to
 a

tta
c
k

 M
a
lc

o
lm

, 
th

o
u
g
h
 th

e
y
 m

u
st re

a
liz

e
 

such 
p
recau

tio
n
s w

ere tak
en

. 

H
ay

er's atto
rn

ey
 failed

 to
 b

rin
g

 
o

u
t th

e fact th
at B

lack
w

ell w
o

u
ld

 
h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 H

ay
er if H

ay
er h

ad
 

b
een

 a m
em

b
er o

f th
e B

lack
 M

u
s-

lim
s. B

la
c
k
w

e
ll te

stifie
d
 h

e
 w

a
s 

a m
em

b
er o

f th
e B

lack
 M

u
slim

s 
fro

m
 1

9
5
9
 to

 1
9
6
4
 an

d
 a lieu

ten
an

t 
a
t th

e
 Je

rse
y
 C

ity
 m

o
sq

u
e
. H

e
 

d
id

 n
o
t k

n
o
w

 H
a
y
e
r, h

o
w

e
v
e
r, 

w
h
en

 h
e saw

 h
im

 at th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 

B
allro

o
m

. C
ary

 T
h

o
m

as testified
 

H
ay

er w
as a m

em
b

er o
f th

e Jer-
sey

 C
ity

 m
o
sq

u
e. H

ay
er d

en
ies h

e 
w

as ev
er a M

u
slim

. 
T

h
e q

u
estio

n
 o

f w
h
eth

er o
r n

o
t 

H
a
y
e
r is a

 M
u
slim

 is im
p
o
rta

n
t 

in
 fin

d
in

g
 o

u
t th

e tru
th

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
assassin

atio
n

. H
ay

er w
as n

o
t p

u
b

-
licly

 k
n

o
w

n
 as a M

u
slim

 in
 P

ater-
so

n
, N

. J. w
h
ere h

e liv
ed

. A
t th

e 
tim

e
 o

f M
a
lc

o
lm

's d
e
a
th

, H
a
y
e
r 

h
ad

 b
een

 1
st%

 o
n

 b
ail fo

r ab
o

u
t a 

y
e
a
r o

n
 th

e
 c

h
a
rg

e
 o

f h
a
v
in

g
 

ro
b
b
e
d
 a

 'g
u
n
 sto

re
 o

f so
m

e
 4

0
 

w
e
a
p
o
n
s. H

e
 w

a
s sh

o
t a

n
d
 c

a
p
-

tu
re

d
 b

y
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
 a

t th
e
 sc

e
n
e
 

o
f th

e
 k

illin
g
. S

ix
 w

itn
e
sse

s so
 

far, am
o
n
g
 th

em
 G

eo
rg

e W
h
itn

ey
 

an
d
 Jo

h
n
 D

av
is w

h
o
 w

ere clo
sely

 
a
sso

c
ia

te
d
 w

ith
 M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 a

n
d
 

h
a
d

 n
o

 in
c
o

n
siste

n
c
ie

s in
 th

e
ir 

testim
o
n
y
, id

en
tified

 h
im

 firin
g
 a 

g
u

n
. T

h
e w

eig
h

t o
f ev

id
en

ce th
u

s 
far in

d
icates th

at h
e is a g

u
n

m
an

, 
h
ire

d
 o

r fo
rc

e
d
 to

 p
a
rtic

ip
a
te

 in
 

th
e m

u
rd

er, b
u

t n
o

t a m
em

b
er o

f 
th

e B
lack

 M
u
slim

s. 
If th

a
t is

 tru
e
, it ra

is
e
s
 th

e
 

n
ex

t q
u

estio
n

: W
h

o
 h

ired
 h

im
 o

r 
p
ressu

red
 h

im
 to

 co
m

m
it m

u
rd

er? 

T
h

e d
efen

se atto
rn

ey
s h

av
e also

 
failed

 to
 raise an

y
 q

u
estio

n
 ab

o
u
t 

th
e seco

n
d
 su

sp
ect w

h
o
 w

as res-
cu

ed
 fro

m
 th

e au
d
ien

ce an
d
 tak

en
 

in
to

 cu
sto

d
y
 b

y
 P

atro
lm

an
 T

h
o
m

-
as H

o
y
 in

 th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 B

allro
o
m

. 
T

h
is su

sp
ect w

as released
 w

ith
o
u
t 

h
is n

am
e ev

er b
ein

g
 m

ad
e p

u
b

lic. 
*
O

n
e o

f th
e w

itn
esses to

 testify
 o

n
 

F
e
b

. 4
 w

a
s A

lv
in

 A
ro

n
o
ff, th

e
 

p
o
licem

an
 w

h
o
 w

as o
n
 rad

io
 p

a-
tro

l a
n
d
 h

a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 A

u
d
u
-

b
o
n
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
 o

f th
e
 m

u
rd

e
r. 

H
e testified

 th
at h

e rescu
ed

 H
ay

-
e
r fro

m
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
 o

u
tsid

e
 th

e
 

A
u

d
u

b
o

n
 an

d
 th

en
 arrested

 h
im

. 
H

e said 
h

e d
id

n
't see 

th
e cro

w
d

 
attack

in
g
 an

y
 o

th
er su

sp
ect. 

T
h
is seco

n
d
 su

sp
ect d

isap
p
eared

 
fro

m
 th

e p
ag

es o
f th

e p
ress. T

h
e 

first acco
u

n
ts m

en
tio

n
ed

 h
im

, b
u

t 
later sto

ries d
ro

p
p

ed
 an

y
 m

en
tio

n
 

o
f h

is b
e
in

g
 ta

k
e
n
 in

to
 c

u
sto

d
y
. 

S
u

re
ly

 th
e
 d

e
fe

n
se

 m
u

st b
e
 in

-
terested

 in
 w

h
o
 h

e is. T
h
ey

 m
ig

h
t 

h
a
v

e
 b

e
g

u
n

 to
 fin

d
 o

u
t b

y
 q

u
e
s-

tio
n
in

g
 A

ro
n
o
ff ab

o
u
t th

e p
o
lice-

m
a
n
 w

h
o
 w

a
s re

p
o
rte

d
 to

 h
a
v
e
 

ta
k
e
n
 th

e
 su

sp
e
c
t in

to
 c

u
sto

d
y
. 

B
u

t th
e
y

 h
a
v

e
n

't q
u

e
stio

n
e
d

 th
e
 

w
itn

esses ab
o
u
t a seco

n
d
 m

an
 b

e-
in

g
 cau

g
h
t b

y
 th

e cro
w

d
. 

W
illia

m
 C

h
a
n
c
e
, a

tto
rn

e
y
 fo

r 
B

u
tle

r, h
a
s ta

k
e
n
 a

 d
iffe

re
n
t a

p
-

p
ro

ach
 en

tirely
. S

o
m

e o
f h

is q
u

es-
tio

n
s h

av
e b

een
 aim

ed
 at sh

o
w

in
g

 
th

at th
ere w

as d
issen

sio
n

 in
 M

al-
co

lm
's o

rg
an

izatio
n
 b

etw
een

 th
o
se 

w
h

o
 w

an
ted

 to
 stress relig

io
u

s ac-
tiv

itie
s a

n
d
 th

o
se

 w
h
o
 w

e
re

 in
-

te
re

ste
d

 in
 p

o
litic

s. H
e
 h

a
s su

g
-

g
e
ste

d
 th

a
t so

m
e
 o

f M
a
lc

o
lm

 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
, F

eb. 15 —
 A

 series 
o
f d

e
te

c
tiv

e
s a

n
d
 te

c
h
n
ic

a
l w

it-
n

e
sse

s h
a
v

e
 te

stifie
d

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e
 

p
ast w

eek
 in

 th
e trial o

f th
e th

ree 
m

en 
accu

sed
 o

f 
m

urdering 
M

al-
colm

 X
. T

h
e m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t p
iece 

o
f ev

id
en

ce to
 em

erg
e fro

m
 all th

is 
testim

o
n

y
 is th

e id
en

tificatio
n

 o
f 

a fin
g

erp
rin

t o
f T

alm
ad

g
e H

ay
er, 

also
 k

n
o

w
n

 as T
h

o
m

as H
ag

an
, o

n
e 

o
f th

e
 d

e
fe

n
d
a
n
ts, o

n
 a

 c
ru

d
e
 

d
ev

ice set aflam
e in

 th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 

B
allro

o
m

 at th
e tim

e o
f th

e sh
o
o
t-

in
g
. 

R
o
lan

d
 B

. W
allace, a 3

8
-y

ear-
o

ld
 m

em
b

er o
f th

e O
rg

an
izatio

n
 

o
f A

fro
-A

m
erican

 U
n
ity

, testified
 

o
n
 F

e
b
. 1

0
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 ju

st re
-

e
n
te

re
d
 th

e
 b

a
llro

o
m

 a
t th

e
 re

a
r 

w
h
e
n
 sh

o
ts ra

n
g
 o

u
t. T

h
e
n
 h

is 
atten

tio
n
 w

as attracted
 to

 a b
u
rn

-
in

g
 "sm

o
k

e b
o

m
b

." It w
as n

ear a 
w

in
d
o
w

 a
t th

e
 re

a
r o

n
 th

e
 rig

h
t 

sid
e
 fa

c
in

g
 th

e
 sta

g
e
. S

o
m

e
o
n
e
 

p
o

u
red

 w
ater o

n
 it an

d
 p

u
t it o

u
t. 

D
etectiv

e Jo
h

n
 J. K

eeley
 testi-

fied
 th

at he fo
u
n
d
 the w

et device,  
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X
's o

w
n
 fo

llo
w

ers w
ere in

terested
 

in
 d

o
in

g
 a

w
a
y

 w
ith

 th
e
ir le

a
d

e
r 

b
ecau

se o
f th

ese d
ifferen

ces. 
O

n
e o

f th
e w

itn
esses at th

e trial 
w

as allo
w

ed
 b

y
 th

e ju
d
g
e to

 testi-
fy

 in
 secret. A

ll sp
ectato

rs, in
clu

d
-

in
g
 th

e p
ress, w

ere ex
clu

d
ed

 fro
m

 
th

e co
u
rt. 

S
o

 far testim
o

n
y

 h
as b

een
 tak

-
en

 fro
m

 eig
h
t ey

e-w
itn

esses w
h
o
 

testified
 in

 o
p

en
 co

u
rt, o

n
e w

h
o

 
testified

 secretly
, o

n
e p

o
licem

an
 

w
h

o
 arriv

ed
 at th

e en
tran

ce to
 th

e 
b
u
ild

in
g
 after th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
, an

d
 a 

civ
il en

g
in

eer w
h
o
 co

n
stru

cted
 a 

d
ia

g
ra

m
 o

f th
e
 a

u
d

ito
riu

m
 a

n
d

 
o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 b

u
ild

in
g

. A
p

p
a
re

n
tly

 
th

ere are m
an

y
 m

o
re p

ro
secu

tio
n
 

w
itn

e
sse

s to
 c

o
m

e
, a

n
d
 th

e
 d

e
-

fen
se m

ay
 h

av
e a n

u
m

b
er o

f w
it-

n
e
sse

s a
s w

e
ll. It re

m
a
in

s to
 b

e
 

se
e
n
 if th

e
 q

u
e
stio

n
s ra

ise
d
 in

 
th

is a
rtic

le
 w

ill b
e
 a

n
sw

e
re

d
 a

s 
th

e trial p
ro

g
resses. 

a m
an

's so
ck

 stu
ffed

 w
ith

 m
atch

es 
a
n
d
 o

th
e
r m

a
te

ria
l, la

te
r in

 th
e
 

a
fte

rn
o

o
n

 o
f F

e
b

. 2
1

, 1
9

6
5

 n
e
a
r 

w
h
e
re

 W
a
lla

c
e
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
 it. H

e
 

tu
rn

e
d

 it o
v

e
r to

 D
e
te

c
tiv

e
 E

d
-

w
ard

 M
eag

h
er w

h
o

 ex
am

in
ed

 it 
fo

r fin
g
e
r p

rin
ts a

n
d
 o

th
e
r e

v
i-

dence. 
M

eag
h
er to

o
k
 th

e w
itn

ess stan
d
 

n
e
x

t a
n

d
 sa

id
 h

e
 fo

u
n

d
 a

 u
sa

b
le

 
fin

g
erp

rin
t o

n
 a p

iece o
f u

n
rav

el-
le

d
 film

 th
a
t w

a
s in

 th
e
 S

o
c
k

. 
H

e fo
u
n
d
 n

o
 u

sab
le fin

g
erp

rin
ts 

o
n
 th

e sh
o
tg

u
n
 o

r .4
5
 calib

er au
to

-
m

atic th
at h

av
e b

een
 en

tered
 in

to
 

ev
id

en
ce th

u
s far in

 th
e trial. 

D
etectiv

e R
o
b
ert M

ey
er testi-

fie
d

 o
n

 F
e
b

. 1
1

 th
a
t th

e
 fin

g
e
r 

p
rin

t o
n
 th

e
 film

 a
n
d
 o

n
e
 ta

k
e
n
 

fro
m

 th
e left th

u
m

b
 o

f H
ay

er w
ere 

"o
n
e an

d
 th

e sam
e." 

D
r. M

ilto
n

 H
e
lp

e
rn

, th
e
 c

ity
's 

ch
ief m

ed
ical exam

iner, took the 
stan

d
 th

e sam
e d

ay
 an

d
 d

escrib
ed

 
th

e resu
lts o

f th
e au

to
p

sy
 h

e h
ad

 
p

e
rfo

rm
e
d

 o
n

 th
e
 b

o
d

y
 o

f M
a
l- 

T
e
c
h

n
ic

a
l E

v
id

e
n

c
e
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co
lm

 X
. T

h
e cau

se o
f d

eath
 w

as 
m

u
ltip

le
 g

u
n
sh

o
t a

n
d
 b

u
lle

t 
w

o
u
n
d
s in

 th
e
 c

h
e
st, h

e
a
rt a

n
d
 

ao
rta, h

e said
. M

alco
lm

 X
 w

as h
it 

b
y
 eig

h
t sh

o
tg

u
n
 slu

g
s an

d
 n

in
e 

b
u
llets fro

m
 .4

5
 calib

er an
d
 9

 m
m

 
g
u
n
s. T

h
e ev

id
en

ce in
d
icated

 h
e 

w
a
s h

it b
y

 th
e
 sh

o
tg

u
n

 slu
g

s 
w

hile standing and by bullets from
 

th
e o

th
er w

eap
o
n
s w

h
ile p

ro
n
e. 

O
n
 F

eb
. 1

4
 D

etectiv
e Jam

es A
. 

S
carin

g
e, a b

allistics ex
p
ert, d

e-
scrib

ed
 a g

reat m
an

y
 slu

g
s an

d
 

sh
ells fo

u
n

d
 at th

e scen
e o

f th
e 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
. A

sid
e
 fro

m
 th

e
 

three types m
entioned above, three 

.32 caliber bullets w
ere found near 

the ballroom
 office door. 

O
n

 th
e m

o
rn

in
g

 o
f F

eb
. 9

 th
e 

se
c
o
n
d
 "se

c
re

t" w
itn

e
ss o

f th
e
 

trial gave his testim
ony. T

he court 
w

as cleared
 o

f sp
ectato

rs an
d

 re-
p

o
rters b

efo
re h

e ap
p

eared
. R

e-
p

o
rted

ly
 th

is w
itn

ess 
is 

an
 F

B
I 

ag
en

t w
h
o
 w

as g
iv

en
 th

e .4
5
 cali-

b
e
r a

u
to

m
a
tic

 th
a
t H

a
y

e
r is a

l-
le

g
e
d

 to
 h

a
v

e
 u

se
d

 b
y

 th
e
 first 

"secret" w
itn

ess. 
A

ccording to reliable sources the 
first "secret" w

itn
ess testified

 o
n

 
F

eb
. 3

 th
at h

e p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e .4
5

 
at t h

 e A
u

d
u

b
o

n
 b

allro
o

m
 an

d
 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
, F

eb
. 2

2
 —

 A
fter 

2
0

 d
ay

s o
f testim

o
n

y
, th

e p
ro

se-
cu

tio
n

 fin
ish

ed
 th

e p
resen

tatio
n

 
of its case F

eb. 18 against the three 
m

en accused of assassinating M
al-

co
lm

 X
. Y

esterd
ay

, th
e d

efen
se 

b
eg

an
 w

ith
 o

p
en

in
g
 statem

en
ts o

n
 

b
eh

alf o
f tw

o
 o

f th
e d

efen
d
an

ts, 
N

o
rm

an
 (3

X
) B

u
tler an

d
 T

h
o
m

as 
(1

5
X

) Jo
h

n
so

n
. 

W
illiam

 C
h
an

ce, B
u
tler's atto

r-
n
ey

, said
 th

at th
ey

 w
ill p

ro
v
e th

at 
B

u
tler w

as n
o
t at th

e A
u
d
u
b
o
n
 

B
allro

o
m

 o
n

 F
eb

. 2
1

, 1
9

6
5

 w
h

en
 

M
alco

lm
 X

 w
as g

u
n
n
ed

 d
o
w

n
. 

B
u

tler d
o

es n
o

t k
n

o
w

 T
alm

ad
g

e 
H

ay
er (also

 k
n
o
w

n
 as T

h
o
m

as 
H

ag
an

), th
e d

efen
d
an

t w
h
o
 w

as  

tu
rn

e
d

 it o
v

e
r to

 th
e
 F

B
I. 

H
e 

id
en

tified
 N

o
rm

an
 (3

X
) B

u
tler 

an
d

 at least o
n

e o
f th

e tw
o

 o
th

er 
defendants. 

D
etectiv

e F
erd

in
an

d
 C

av
allaro

, 
w

h
o

 w
as o

rig
in

ally
 in

 ch
arg

e o
f 

th
e in

v
estig

atio
n

, w
as q

u
estio

n
ed

 
a
t le

n
g

th
 a

b
o

u
t a

 list o
f 1

1
9

 
n

am
es o

f th
e p

eo
p

le q
u

estio
n

ed
 

concerning the case w
hen he testi-

fied
 o

n
 F

eb
. 9

. 
D

u
rin

g
 h

is cro
ss-ex

am
in

atio
n
 

b
y
 H

ay
er's atto

rn
ey

, C
av

allaro
 

m
en

tio
n
ed

 th
at R

eu
b
en

 F
ran

cis, 
w

h
o
 w

a
s in

d
ic

te
d
 fo

r sh
o
o
tin

g
 

H
ay

er b
u

t later d
isap

p
eared

, h
ad

 
b

een
 rearrested

 o
n

 F
eb

. 2
, 

1966 
in

 A
ssista

n
t D

istric
t A

tto
rn

e
y

 
D

erm
ody's office. 

A
 sp

o
k

esm
an

 fo
r th

e d
istrict at-

to
rn

ey
's o

ffice said
 th

at F
ran

cis 
h

ad
 b

eefi'p
ick

ed
 u

p
 b

y
 th

e F
B

I. 
H

e had forfeited $10,000 bail; and 
w

as n
o

w
 b

ein
g

 h
eld

 o
n

 $
2

5
,0

0
0

 
b

a
il. A

 sp
o

k
e
sm

a
n

 fo
r th

e
 F

B
I 

d
en

ied
 an

y
 k

n
o
w

led
g
e o

f F
ran

cis. 
T

h
e n

u
m

b
er o

f sp
ectato

rs at th
e 

trial h
as d

w
in

d
led

 o
v
er th

e w
eek

s. 
S

p
ectato

rs are still b
ein

g
 su

b
ject-

ed
 to

 th
e p

ractice o
f b

ein
g
 frisk

ed
 

each
 tim

e th
ey

 en
ter th

e co
u
rt-

room
. 

sh
o

t a
n

d
 c

a
u

g
h

t a
t th

e
 sc

e
n

e
, 

C
h
an

ce asserted
. T

h
e d

efen
se w

ill 
sh

o
w

 th
at th

e circu
m

stan
ces o

f 
th

e k
illin

g
 m

ad
e it im

p
o

ssib
le o

r 
im

p
ro

b
a
b

le
 fo

r B
u

tle
r to

 h
a
v

e
 

participated. L
astly, they w

ill show
 

th
a
t B

u
tle

r h
a
d
 n

o
 m

o
tiv

e
 fo

r 
k
illin

g
 M

alco
lm

 X
, C

h
an

ce co
n
-

cluded. 
6

. 
C

h
arles B

eav
ers, o

n
e o

f Jo
h

n
-

so
n

's atto
rn

ey
s, said

 th
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 
sh

o
w

 th
at Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

as in
 an

o
th

er 
c
o

u
n

ty
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
 M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 

w
as sh

o
t, an

d
 th

at Jo
h

n
so

n
 h

ad
 

n
o
 reaso

n
 w

h
atso

ev
er to

 p
artici-

p
ate in

 th
e m

u
rd

er. 
T

he presentation of defense w
it-

n
esses fo

r H
ay

er b
eg

an
 after th

e 

opening statem
ents. T

hree of H
ay-

er's relatives —
 L

eR
oi A

. M
osely, 

h
is b

ro
th

er-in
-law

; M
rs. C

ath
leen

 
M

o
sely

, h
is step

-sister; an
d
 H

o
r-

ace E
. H

ay
er, h

is b
ro

th
er —

 testi-
fied

 b
riefly

. E
ach

 o
f th

em
 said

 
th

at H
ay

er h
ad

 n
ev

er sh
o
w

n
 an

y
 

in
terest in

 th
e M

u
slim

s o
r b

lack
 

nationalism
. 

H
ay

er h
as m

ain
tain

ed
 th

at h
e 

w
as n

ev
er a m

em
b

er o
f th

e M
u

s-
lim

s. T
h

o
u

g
h

 th
e first tw

o
 ey

e-
w

itnesses to testify, C
ary T

hom
as 

an
d
 V

ern
al T

em
p
le, claim

ed
 to

 
k

n
o

w
 th

at H
ay

er w
as a M

u
slim

, 
th

eir g
en

erally
 u

n
reliab

le testi-
m

ony w
as especially w

eak on this 
point. 

T
he question of w

hat protection 
th

e p
o
lice p

ro
v
id

ed
 fo

r M
alco

lm
 

X
 h

as n
ev

er b
een

 raised
 at th

e 
trial, b

u
t co

n
sid

erab
le lig

h
t w

as 
sh

ed
 o

n
 th

is b
y
 th

e testim
o
n
y
 o

f 
P

atro
lm

an
 G

ilb
ert H

en
ry

, o
n
e o

f 
th

e last p
ro

secu
tio

n
 w

itn
esses, o

n
 

F
eb

. 1
7
. H

en
ry

, a N
eg

ro
, an

d
 h

is 
p
artn

er P
atro

lm
an

 Jo
h
n
 C

arro
ll 

w
ere assig

n
ed

 to
 th

e A
u
d
u
b
o
n
 

B
allro

o
m

 o
n

 th
e d

ay
 M

alco
lm

 X
 

w
as m

u
rd

ered
. A

t alm
o
st all p

re-
v
io

u
s m

eetin
g
s h

eld
 b

y
 M

alco
lm

 
X

 at th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
, u

n
ifo

rm
ed

 p
o
-

licem
en

 w
ere statio

n
ed

 at th
e en

-
tran

ce to
 th

e b
u
ild

in
g
 —

 u
su

ally
 

ab
o
u
t a h

alf d
o
zen

 o
f th

em
. B

u
t 

o
n
 th

is o
ccasio

n
 —

 ju
st a w

eek
 

after M
alco

lm
's h

o
m

e h
ad

 b
een

 
fire-b

o
m

b
ed

 an
d

 b
u

rn
ed

 to
 th

e 
g

ro
u

n
d

 in
 su

ch
 a w

ay
 th

at M
al-

co
lm

 an
d
 h

is fam
ily

 w
ere n

early
 

trap
p
ed

 in
sid

e —
 th

e tw
o
 p

o
lice-

m
en

 w
ere to

ld
 to

 co
n

ceal th
em

-
selves. 

T
hey w

ere stationed in the R
ose 

R
oom

 —
 not the m

ain auditorium
 

w
here the m

eeting w
as held. T

hey 
w

ere in
stru

cted
 to

 rem
ain

 w
h

ere 
th

e
y
 c

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e
 se

e
n
, a

n
d
 if 

an
y
th

in
g
 h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 su
m

m
o
n
 

h
e
lp

 w
ith

 a
 w

a
lk

ie
-ta

lk
ie

 th
e
y

 
h
ad

 w
ith

 th
em

. T
h
e o

th
er w

alk
ie-

talk
ie w

as in
 th

e h
an

d
s o

f p
o

lice 
statio

n
ed

 in
 P

resb
y
terian

 M
ed

ical 
C

enter, a com
plex of buildings on 

th
e o

th
er sid

e o
f a b

ro
ad

 av
en

u
e. 

W
h
en

 P
atro

lm
an

 H
en

ry
 h

eard
 

sh
o
ts h

e
 c

a
lle

d
 o

n
 th

e
 w

a
lk

ie
-

talk
ie b

u
t got no answ

er. H
e ran  

2
3

 

in
to

 th
e m

ain
 au

d
ito

riu
m

, h
e said

, 
b
u
t saw

 n
o
 o

n
e w

ith
 a g

u
n
. T

h
ere 

w
ere n

o
 o

th
er u

n
ifo

rm
ed

 p
o

lice-
m

en
 in

 th
e b

allro
o
m

 n
o
r d

id
 h

e 
reco

g
n
ize an

y
 d

etectiv
es, H

en
ry

 
testified. 

W
h

en
 ask

ed
 ab

o
u

t w
h

at effo
rts 

h
e h

ad
 m

ad
e to

 g
et th

e n
am

es o
f 

w
itn

e
sse

s, H
e
n
ry

 sa
id

 h
e
 h

a
d
 

ask
ed

 ab
o
u
t tw

o
 p

eo
p
le fo

r th
eir 

n
am

es b
u

t h
ad

 b
een

 u
n

ab
le to

 g
et 

th
e n

am
e o

f an
y
o
n
e. 

M
rs. B

etty
 S

h
ab

azz, M
alC

o
lm

 
X

's w
id

o
w

, testified
 earlier th

at 
d
ay

. S
h
e h

ad
 b

een
 o

ccu
p
ied

 w
ith

 
h

er ch
ild

ren
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e sh
o

o
tin

g
 

an
d

 w
as u

n
ab

le to
 id

en
tify

 an
y

 
o

f th
e assassin

s. S
h

e left th
e w

it-
n
ess stan

d
 after an

sw
erin

g
 a few

 
ro

u
tin

e q
u
estio

n
s. O

b
v
io

u
sly

 u
p
-

set, sh
e p

au
sed

 n
ear th

e th
ree d

e-
fen

d
an

ts. W
h

en
 a g

u
ard

 u
rg

ed
 h

er 
o

n
 o

u
t o

f th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

 sh
e said

: 
"T

h
ey

 k
illed

 m
y
 h

u
sb

an
d
. T

h
ey

 
k

illed
 h

im
." 

C
h
a
rle

s M
o
o
re

, w
h
o
 sa

id
 h

e
 

w
as self-em

p
lo

y
ed

 an
d
 d

id
 p

u
b
lic 

relatio
n
s w

o
rk

, testified
 o

n
 F

eb
. 

1
8
. H

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 w

a
s sittin

g
 in

 a
 

b
o
o
th

 at th
e rig

h
t-h

an
d
 sid

e o
f 

th
e au

d
ito

riu
m

 facin
g

 th
e stag

e 
n

ear th
e rear w

h
en

 a co
m

m
o

tio
n

 
b

eg
an

. H
e g

o
t u

p
 an

d
 w

h
en

 th
e 

sh
o

o
tin

g
 started

 saw
 a m

an
 stan

d
-

in
g
 w

ith
 an

 au
to

m
atic w

eap
o
n
 in

 
h

is h
an

d
 p

o
in

ted
 at th

e stag
e. 

M
o
o
re said

 h
e th

en
 w

alk
ed

 to
 

a
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 b

o
o
th

 lo
c
a
te

d
 in

 a
 

lo
u

n
g

e area b
etw

een
 th

e en
tran

ce 
and the auditorium

 itself, to phone 
in a story to A

B
C

 R
adio for w

hich 
h
e
 w

a
s a

 fre
e
-la

n
c
e
 re

p
o
rte

r, 
W

h
ile in

 th
e p

h
o
n
e b

o
o
th

 h
e saw

 
a m

an
 w

ith
 a .4

5
 calib

er au
to

m
a-

tic in
 h

is h
an

d
 ru

n
 fro

m
 th

e au
-

d
ito

riu
m

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e lo
u
n
g
e an

d
 

p
ast h

im
 o

u
t th

e d
o
o
r. H

e id
en

-
tified

 th
e m

an
 as th

e d
efen

d
an

t 
H

ay
er an

d
 said

 h
e w

as th
e sam

e 
m

an
 h

e h
ad

 seen
 w

ith
 a g

u
n
 

th
e au

d
ito

riu
m

. 
M

o
o

re testified
 th

at 
h
e 

saw
 

R
eu

b
en

 F
ran

cis ch
asin

g
 H

ay
er, 

w
ith

 a rev
o
lV

er in
 h

is h
an

d
. F

ran
-

cis fired
 th

ree tim
es, h

ittin
g
 H

ay
-

e
r w

ith
 th

e
 se

c
o

n
d

 sh
o

t 
w

h
en

 
H

a
y

e
r w

a
s a

 fe
w

 fe
e
t fro

m
 th

e
 

d
o
o
r, M

o
o
re claim

s. H
ay

er w
as 

D
e
fe

n
se

 O
p

e
n

s C
a
se
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th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e d
o

o
r a

n
d

 o
u

t o
f h

is 
lin

e o
f sig

h
t w

h
en

 h
e h

ea
rd

 th
e 

th
ird

 sb
ot, M

oore said
. 

M
oore join

ed
 th

e O
rgan

ization
 

o
f A

fro
-A

m
erica

n
 U

n
ity

 a
fter 

M
a
lco

lm
 X

's d
ea

th
 a

n
d

 w
a
s a

p
-

p
o
in

ted
 ch

a
irm

a
n

 in
 A

p
ril 1

9
6
5
. 

H
e left th

e o
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
 a

 few
 

m
on

th
s later, h

e said
. 

D
etective Josep

h
 R

eich
, th

e last 
o

f th
e tech

n
ica

l w
itn

esses, testi-
fied

 o
n

 F
eb

. 1
6
 a

b
o
u

t th
e resu

lts 
o
f th

e
 b

a
llistic

s te
sts h

e
 m

a
d

e
 

in
volvin

g a variety of b
u

llets, p
el-

lets an
d

 sh
ells fou

n
d

 at th
e scen

e. 
R

eich
 testified

 th
a
t th

e fo
u

r ca
rt-

rid
g
es fo

u
n

d
 in

 H
a
y
er's p

o
ck

et 
w

h
en

 h
e w

a
s a

rrested
 h

a
d

 ea
ch

 
b

een
 in

 th
e ch

a
m

b
er o

f th
e .4

5
 

ca
lib

er a
u

to
m

a
tic th

a
t th

e p
ro

se-
cu

tio
n

 h
a
s p

resen
ted

 in
 ev

id
en

ce. 
T

h
is can

 b
e d

eterm
in

ed
 b

y "
ejec-

to
r"

 a
n

d
 "

ex
tra

cto
r"

 m
a
rk

s o
n

 
th

e sh
ell m

ad
e w

h
en

 it is rem
oved

 
from

 th
e ch

am
b

er. 
R

eich
 testified

 th
a
t h

e h
a
d

 ex
-

am
in

ed
 th

e five .32 calib
er b

u
llets 

reco
v

ered
 b

u
t co

u
ld

 n
o

t tell w
h

e-
th

er th
ey

 h
a

d
 b

een
 fired

 fro
m

 a
 

sin
g
le g

u
n

 o
r a

s m
a
n

y
 a

s fiv
e d

if- 

N
E

W
 

Y
O

R
K

, M
arch

 1
 —

 T
h

e 
p
ro

secu
tio

n
's case ag

ain
st tw

o
 o

f 
th

e th
ree m

en
 accu

sed
 o

f assassin
-

a
tin

g
 M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 w

a
s se

v
e
re

ly
 

sh
a
k

e
n

 F
e
b

. 2
8

 w
h

e
n

 T
a
lm

a
d

g
e
 

H
a
y
e
r (a

lso
 k

n
o
w

n
 a

s T
h
o
m

a
s 

H
a
g
a
n
), th

e
 o

n
ly

 d
e
fe

n
d
a
n
t to

 
h
av

e b
een

 cau
g
h
t at th

e scen
e o

f 
th

e
 c

rim
e
, c

o
n
fe

sse
d
. H

a
y
e
r n

o
t 

o
n

ly
 e

x
o

n
e
ra

te
d

 N
o
rm

a
n

 (3
X

) 
B

u
tle

r a
n
d
 T

h
o
m

a
s (1

5
X

) Jo
h
n
-

so
n
, b

u
t h

e
 d

e
sc

rib
e
d
 h

o
w

 th
e
 

crim
e w

as co
m

m
itted

 an
d
 in

 d
o
in

g
 

so th
rew

 grave d
ou

b
t on

 th
e testi-

m
on

y o
f m

o
st o

f th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n

's 
eyew

itnesses. 
V

in
cen

t D
erm

o
d
y
, th

e assistan
t 

d
istric

t a
tto

rn
e
y
 in

 c
h
a
rg

e
 o

f th
e
 

case, tried
 to

 sh
o
w

 th
at H

ay
er w

as  

feren
t gu

n
s. T

h
ree of th

ese b
u

llets 
w

e
r
e
 fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e
 a

r
e
a
 o

f th
e
 

lou
n

ge. 
O

n
e o

f th
e .3

2
 ca

lib
er b

u
llets 

w
a

s reco
v

ered
 fro

m
 H

a
y

er's leg
 

M
arch

 8, 1965 w
h

en
 h

e w
as op

er-
ated

 on
. N

o on
e h

as testified
 as to 

w
h

y th
e b

u
llet w

as left in
 H

ayer's 
leg for m

ore th
an

 tw
o w

eek
s. 

T
h

e last of th
ese b

u
llets w

as re-
m

o
v

ed
 fro

m
 th

e liv
er o

f W
illia

m
 

H
arris on

 F
eb

. 22, 1965. A
ccord

-
in

g to a p
olice in

terview
 w

ith
 h

im
 

F
eb

. 2
2
, 1

9
6
5
, rea

d
 a

t th
e tria

l, 
H

arris w
as sh

o
t in

 th
e rig

h
t sid

e 
fro

m
 b

eh
in

d
 w

h
en

 h
e w

as ru
n
n
in

g
 

o
u

t o
f th

e
 b

a
llro

o
m

. H
e
 to

ld
 a

 
p
o

lic
e
m

a
n

 o
u

tsid
e
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

b
een

 sh
o
t an

d
 h

e w
as tak

en
 to

 a 
h
o
sp

ita
l. T

h
e
 re

p
o
rt id

e
n
tifie

d
 

H
arris as 5

1
 y

ears o
ld

 an
d
 a m

em
-

b
er o

f 
th

e O
rgan

ization
 of 

A
fro

-
A

m
erican

 U
n
ity

. 

A
c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 a
n
o
th

e
r re

p
o
rt 

read
 at th

e trial, W
illiam

 P
ark

er, 
3
6
, w

h
o
 w

as sea
ted

 in
 th

e 
th

ird
 

ro
w

 o
n
 th

e
 le

ft sid
e
 o

f th
e
 a

u
d
i-

to
riu

m
, w

a
s h

it in
 th

e
 fo

o
t b

y
 a

 
p
ellet, p

resu
m

ab
ly

 fro
m

 a sh
otgu

n
, 

w
hen th

e sh
ootin

g started
. 

ly
in

g
 to

 sa
v
e
 th

e
 o

th
e
r tw

o
 d

e
-

fen
d
an

ts. 
H

ay
er said h

e h
ad

 co
m

e fo
rw

ard
 

to
 testify

 as a w
itn

ess fo
r th

e d
e-

fense 
a
n

d
 to

 co
n

fess b
eca

u
se h

e 
w

a
n

ted
 th

e tru
th

 to
 b

e k
n

o
w

n
: 

th
a
t B

u
tler a

n
d

 J
o
h

n
so

n
 d

id
 n

o
t 

h
a

v
e
 a

n
y

th
in

g
 to

 d
o

 w
ith

 th
e
 

crim
e. H

e h
ad

 n
ot com

e forw
ard

 
soon

er b
ecau

se h
e d

id
n

't w
an

t to 
co

n
fess a

n
d

 h
a
d

 w
a
ited

 u
n

til it 
w

a
s clea

r h
e n

eed
ed

 to
 in

 o
rd

er 
to

 p
rev

en
t th

e co
n

v
ictio

n
 o

f th
e 

tw
o in

n
ocen

t m
en

. 
H

a
y
er m

a
in

ta
in

ed
 th

a
t h

e w
a
s 

n
ot an

d
 h

ad
 n

ever b
een

 a m
em

b
er 

of E
lijah

 M
u

h
am

m
ad

's follow
ers—

n
o

r w
ere h

is a
cco

m
p

lices, to
 h

is 
k

n
ow

led
ge. N

on
e of th

em
 h

ad
 an

y  

p
erso

n
a
l m

o
tiv

e fo
r k

illin
g
 M

a
l-

colm
. X

, b
u

t th
ey h

ad
 b

een
 h

ired
 

to carry ou
t th

e assassin
ation

. H
e 

refu
sed

 to say h
ow

 m
u

ch
 m

on
ey h

e 
h

a
d

 ,b
een

 o
ffered

. H
e sa

id
 th

a
t 

m
an

 
a
n

 w
h

o
 h

ired
 h

im
 w

a
s n

o
t 

a M
u

slim
 eith

er. 
H

a
y
er refu

sed
 to

 id
en

tify
 h

is 
accom

p
lices or th

e on
e w

h
o h

ired
 

th
em

. H
e d

id
 d

rop
 on

e h
in

t ab
ou

t 
w

h
o th

e latter w
as. In

 resp
on

se to 
a q

u
estion

 b
y D

erm
od

y ab
ou

t th
e 

id
en

tity
 o

f th
e m

a
n

 w
h

o
 o

ffered
 

h
im

 m
o
n

ey
, h

e sa
id

 it p
ro

b
a
b

ly
 

w
ou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 revealed
 if W

il-
liam

s h
ad

 b
een

 su
ccessfu

l in
 "

con
-

tin
u

in
g
 h

is in
terro

g
a
tio

n
."

 W
il-

lia
m

s is o
n

e o
f B

u
tler's la

w
y

ers 
w

h
o
 h

a
s cro

ss-ex
a
m

in
ed

 o
n

ly
 

a 
few

 o
f th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 w

itn
esses 

D
errrio

d
y

 ask
ed

 n
o

 q
u

estio
n

s to
 try

 
to

 fin
d
 o

u
t fro

m
 w

h
o
m

 W
illiam

s 
c
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 g

o
tte

n
 th

is in
fo

rm
a
-

tion. 

H
ay

er's d
escrip

tio
n

 o
f h

o
w

 th
e 

assassin
atio

n
 to

o
k
 p

lace is m
u
ch

 
m

ore; cred
ib

le th
an

 th
e story th

e 
p

rosep
tion

 said
 it w

ou
ld

 p
rove. It 

con
trad

icts th
e p

rosecu
tion

's ver-
sio

n
 in

 w
a
y
s fro

m
 w

h
ich

 n
eith

er 
H

ayer, n
o
r th

e o
th

er d
efen

d
a
n

ts 
b

en
efit, an

d
 in

 w
ays w

h
ich

 m
ak

e 
m

u
ch

 m
ore sen

se th
an

 th
e p

rose-
cu

tion
's version

. W
h

en
 D

erm
od

y 
ask

ed
 H

ayer if th
e w

itn
esses told

 
th

e tru
th

 ab
ou

t h
im

, h
e resp

on
d

ed
 

at on
e p

oin
t: "

It's q
u

ite im
p

ossib
le 

fo
r th

e crim
e to

 h
a

v
e b

een
 co

m
-

m
itted

 th
e w

ay th
ey said

 it h
ad

."
 

(S
ee th

e a
rticle o

n
 th

e ca
se in

 
th

e F
eb

. 1
4
 M

ilita
n

t fo
r so

m
e o

f 
th

e reason
s th

e p
rosecu

tion
's story 

is d
u

b
iou

s.) 
H

a
y
er sa

id
 th

a
t o

n
ly

 o
n

e m
a
n

, 
n

o
t tw

o
, h

a
d

 b
een

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 a
 

d
iversion

 ju
st b

efore th
e sh

ootin
g, 

an
d

 th
at it h

ad
 n

ot b
een

 h
im

self, 
as th

e p
rosecu

tion
 alleged

. H
e an

d
 

a
n

o
th

er a
cco

m
p

lice h
a

d
 ta

k
en

 
sea

ts to
g
eth

er in
 th

e fro
n

t ro
w

 
an

 th
e left sid

e of th
e au

d
itoriu

m
. 

A
 m

a
n

 w
ith

 a
 sh

o
tg

u
n

 sa
t in

 th
e 

fo
u

rth
 ro

w
. H

a
y
er a

d
m

itted
 h

e 
h

ad
 com

e arm
ed

 w
ith

 a .45 calib
er 

au
tom

atic an
d

 h
ad

 sh
ot ab

ou
t fou

r 
tim

es a
t th

e p
ro

n
e b

o
d

y
 o

f M
a
l-

co
lm

 X
, a

fter M
a
lco

lm
 h

a
d

 b
een

 

25 
felled

 b
y

 th
e sh

o
tg

u
n

 b
la

st. H
is 

com
p

an
ion

 h
ad

 fired
 at M

alcolm
 

W
ith

 a L
u

ger. 
H

a
y

er testified
 h

e k
n

ew
 th

e 
m

a
n

 w
ith

 th
e sh

o
tg

u
n

 
for 

about 
o
n

e y
ea

r a
t th

e tim
e th

ey
 p

a
r 

ticip
ated

 in
 th

e assassin
ation

 F
eb

.' 
2
1
, 1

9
6
5
. H

e sa
id

 th
e m

a
n

 w
a
s"

 
d

a
rk

 sk
in

n
ed

, v
ery

 h
u

sk
y
, a

n
d

 
h

a
d

 a
 b

ea
rd

. J
o

h
n

so
n

, w
h

o
 h

a
s
' 

 

b
een

 accu
sed

 of firin
g th

e sh
otgu

n
, 

h
as a very ligh

t com
p

lexion
. }lay- 

er ex
p

la
in

ed
 h

e w
a
s W

illin
g
 to

 
d

escrib
e th

e m
an

 b
ecau

se h
e h

ad
 

alread
y b

een
 d

escrib
ed

 b
y an

 earl-
ier d

efen
se w

itn
ess. 

E
rn

est G
reen

e, a
 2

1
-y

ea
r-o

ld
 

form
er M

u
slim

, h
ad

 ap
p

eared
 as 

B
u

tler's ey
ew

itn
ess o

n
 F

eb
. 2

4
, 

a
n

d
 testified

 to
 seein

g
 a

 sto
u

t, 
d

ark
, b

eard
ed

 m
an

 sh
oot M

alcolm
 

X
 w

ith
 a sh

otgu
n

. 
D

erm
od

y recalled
 th

e testim
on

y 
of th

e first "
secret w

itn
ess"

 from
 

w
h

o
se testim

o
n

y
 rep

o
rters h

a
d

 
b

een
 b

a
rred

. T
h

e secret w
itn

ess 
h

ad
 testified

 th
at B

u
tler h

ad
 b

een
 

in
v
o
lv

e
d

 in
 a

 sc
u

ffle
 n

e
a
r
 th

e
 

sta
irw

a
y
 th

a
t lea

d
s fro

m
 th

e en
-

tra
n

ce o
f th

e b
a
llro

o
m

 d
o
w

n
 to

 
th

e en
tran

ce of th
e b

u
ild

in
g. T

h
e 

w
itn

ess claim
ed

 to h
ave k

n
ock

ed
 

B
u

tler d
o
w

n
 th

e sta
irs a

n
d

 th
a
t 

H
ayer h

ad
 ju

m
p

ed
 over B

u
tler on

 
th

e w
ay ou

t. 
H

a
y
er d

en
ied

 seein
g
 a

n
y
 S

etif-
flin

g n
ear th

e stairs or seein
g an

y- 
o

n
e k

n
o

ck
ed

 d
o

w
n

 th
e sta

irs. "
I 

w
a

s sh
o

t. I d
id

n
't d

o
 a

n
y

 ju
m

p
-

in
g,", h

e sa
id

. W
h

en
 a

sk
ed

 a
b

o
u

t 
it again

, h
e said

: "
I cou

ld
n

't ju
m

p
 

over an
yb

od
y."

 H
ayer w

as sh
ot in

 
in

 th
e leg

. 
In

 h
is cross-exam

in
ation

 of H
ay-

er, D
erm

o
d

y
 h

a
rp

ed
 o

n
 th

e fa
ct 

th
at H

ayer h
ad

 lied
 w

h
en

 h
e tes-

tified
 in

 h
is o

w
n

 b
eh

a
lf o

n
 F

eb
.' 

23 an
d

 d
en

ied
 h

avin
g an

y p
art in

 r  
th

e crim
e. H

e a
lso

 tried
 to

 sh
o
w

 
th

at H
ayer w

as a M
u

slim
. T

h
is is 

a
n

 im
p

o
rta

n
t p

o
in

t in
 th

e ca
se, 

for if H
ayer is n

ot a M
u

slim
 th

ere 
is every reason

 to b
elieve h

e told
 

th
e tru

th
 in

 h
is co

n
fessio

n
, a

n
d

 
th

a
t th

e
 M

u
slim

s w
e
r
e
 n

o
t in

-
volved

 in
 th

e assassin
ation

. 
T

h
e q

u
estion

 raised
 b

y H
ayer's 

co
n

fessio
n

 is w
h

o
 S

a
id

 fo
r th

e 

T
a
lm

a
d

g
e
 H

a
y
e
r
 C

o
n

fe
sse

s 



2
6
 

m
u

rd
e
r o

f M
a
lc

o
lm

 X
?
 W

h
ile

 it 
is g

e
n
e
ra

lly
 a

ssu
m

e
d
 th

a
t E

lija
h
 

M
u
h
am

m
ad

's o
rg

an
izatio

n
 w

an
ted

 
M

a
lc

o
lm

 o
u
t o

f th
e
 w

a
y
 it sh

o
u
ld

 
b
e
 b

o
rn

e
 in

 m
in

d
 th

a
t th

o
se

 w
h
o
 

p
ro

fited
 th

e m
o
st fro

m
 h

is rev
o
lu

-
tio

n
a
ry

 v
o
ic

e
 b

e
in

g
 sile

n
c
e
d
 w

a
s 

th
e ru

lin
g
 class o

f th
is co

u
n
try

. 
D

e
rm

o
d
y
 h

a
s n

o
t p

ro
v
e
d
 so

 fa
r 

th
a
t H

a
y
e
r w

a
s a

 M
u
slim

. C
a
ry

 
T

h
o
m

a
s
, th

e
 firs

t e
y
e
w

itn
e
s
s
, 

claim
ed

 to
 k

n
o
w

 th
at H

ay
er w

as a 
m

e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 Je

rse
y
 C

ity
 m

o
s-

q
u
e, th

o
u
g
h
 h

e testified
 h

e'd
 n

ev
er 

b
een

 to
 th

at m
o
sq

u
e. V

ern
al T

em
-

p
le, th

e seco
n
d
 ey

ew
itn

ess, claim
ed

 
to

 h
a
v
e
 se

e
n
 H

a
y
e
r fu

n
c
tio

n
 a

s a
 

g
u
a
rd

 in
 th

e
 H

a
rle

m
 m

o
sq

u
e
 a

n
d
 

strik
e
 so

m
e
o
n
e
, w

h
o
 w

a
s c

a
u
sin

g
 

a
 d

istu
rb

a
n
c
e
, a

 k
a
ra

te
 b

lo
w

 o
n
 

th
a
t o

c
c
a
sio

n
. N

o
w

, D
e
rm

o
d
y
 is 

try
in

g
 to

 sh
o
w

 th
a
t H

a
y
e
r w

a
s a

 
m

em
b

er o
f th

e N
ew

ark
 m

o
sq

u
e. 

D
e
rm

o
d
y
 h

a
s
 p

ro
d
u
c
e
d
 tw

o
 

p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

s o
f g

ro
u

p
s in

 k
a
ra

te
 

g
a
rb

, a
p
p
a
re

n
tly

 in
c
lu

d
in

g
 H

a
y
e
r. 

F
ra

n
k

lin
 (X

) D
u

ra
n

t te
s
tifie

d
 

F
e
b

. 2
4

 th
a
t h

e
, a

 m
e
m

b
e
r o

f 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
, M

arch 8 —
 T

esti-
m

o
n
y
 in

 th
e trial o

f th
e th

ree m
en

 
accu

sed
 o

f assassin
atin

g
 M

alco
lm

 
X

 en
d
ed

 M
arch

 4
. O

n
 M

arch
 7

 
th

e d
efen

se atto
rn

ey
s su

m
m

ed
 u

p
 

th
e case fo

r each
 o

f th
eir clien

ts. 
A

ssistant D
istrict A

ttorney V
incent 

D
erm

o
d
y
 to

o
k
 all o

f to
d
ay

's co
u
rt 

sessio
n

 to
 arg

u
e th

e case o
f th

e 
p
ro

secu
tio

n
. A

ll th
at rem

ain
s b

e-
fo

re th
e ju

ry
 is sen

t o
u

t to
m

o
rro

w
 

is Ju
d
g
e C

h
arles M

ark
s' ch

arg
e 

to
 th

e ju
ry

. 

A
t th

e o
p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e p

ro
secu

-
tio

n
's case o

n
 Jan

. 2
1
 D

erm
o
d
y
 

su
m

m
arized

 w
h
at h

e ex
p
ected

 to
 

p
ro

v
e in

 th
e trial. H

e h
as stu

ck
 

to
 th

a
t sto

ry
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

ic
k
 a

n
d
 

th
in

 —
 d

esp
ite th

e fact th
at o

n
e 

M
o
sq

u
e
 2

5
 in

 N
e
w

a
rk

, h
a
d
 ta

k
e
n
 

th
e
 p

h
o

to
s a

t a
 b

a
z
a
a
r h

e
ld

 in
 th

e
 

m
o
sq

u
e d

u
rin

g
 th

e sp
rin

g
 o

f 1
9
6
3
. 

H
e
 id

e
n

tifie
d

 H
a
y

e
r in

 th
e
 p

h
o

to
s 

an
d
 said

 H
ay

er in
tro

d
u
ced

 h
im

self 
a
s T

a
lm

a
d
g
e
, b

u
t w

e
n
t o

n
 to

 te
sti-

fy
 th

a
t H

a
y
e
r w

a
s n

o
t a

 m
e
m

b
e
r 

o
f th

e
 m

o
sq

u
e
. H

e
 sa

id
 m

o
st o

f 
th

e
 o

th
e
rs in

 th
e
 p

h
o
to

s w
e
re

 n
o
t 

M
u
slim

s to
 h

is k
n
o
w

led
g
e. D

u
ran

t 
sa

id
 h

e
 n

e
v
e
r sa

w
 H

a
y
e
r in

 th
e
 

m
o

sq
u

e o
n

 an
y

 o
ccasio

n
 after th

at. 
R

e
p
o
rte

d
ly

, th
e
 k

a
ra

te
 e

x
h
ib

itio
n
 

w
a
s p

u
t o

n
 b

y
 a

 k
a
ra

te
 sc

h
o
o
l in

 
N

e
w

a
rk

, b
u

t th
is

 w
a
s
 n

e
v

e
r 

b
ro

u
g

h
t o

u
t in

 th
e
 te

stim
o

n
y

. 
A

 n
u
m

b
e
r o

f o
th

e
r w

itn
e
sse

s 
h
a
v
e
 te

stifie
d
 fo

r B
u
tle

r in
c
lu

d
-

in
g
: G

lo
ria

 (1
1
X

) W
ills

 a
n
d
 

J
u

a
n
ita

 (8
X

) G
ib

b
s
 w

h
o

 s
a
id

 
th

e
y
 sp

o
k
e
 to

 B
u
tle

r a
t h

is h
o
m

e
 

o
n
 th

e
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 ju

s
t a

fte
r th

e
 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
, b

e
tw

e
e
n
 3

:0
5
 a

n
d
 

3
:3

0
 p

.m
. D

r. K
e
n
n
e
th

 S
e
slo

w
e
 

te
stifie

d
 to

 tre
a
tin

g
 B

u
tle

r fo
r a

n
 

in
fe

c
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 v

e
in

s in
 h

is rig
h
t 

le
g
 o

n
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g
 o

f th
e
 a

ssa
s-

sin
atio

n
. 

of th
e d

efen
d

an
ts m

ad
e a su

rp
rise 

co
n

fessio
n

 b
u

t g
a
v
e a

 v
ery

 d
if-

feren
t accou

n
t of w

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed

. 
D

erm
o
d

y
 h

a
s tried

 to
 p

ro
v
e th

e 
follow

in
g: 

O
n

 F
eb

. 21, 1965 at ab
ou

t 3 p
.m

. 
M

alcolm
 X

 started
 to ad

d
ress an

 
au

d
ien

ce of ab
ou

t 200 to 400 p
eo-

p
le in

 th
e A

u
d

u
b

on
 B

allroom
. T

h
e 

th
ree d

efen
d

an
ts, all active m

em
-

b
ers o

f th
e B

la
ck

 M
u

slim
s (N

a
-

tio
n

 o
f Isla

m
), w

ere in
 th

e a
u

-
d

ien
ce. T

a
lm

a
d

g
e H

a
y

er, a
lso

 
k

n
o

w
n

 a
s T

h
o

m
a

s H
a

g
a

n
, a

n
d

 
N

o
rm

a
n

 (3
X

) B
u

tler w
ere sea

ted
 

to
g
e
th

e
r
 —

 H
a
y
e
r
 w

ith
 a

 .4
5
 

calib
er au

tom
atic an

d
 B

u
tler w

ith
 

a G
erm

an
 L

u
ger. T

h
ey w

ere seat-
ed

 in
 a

 m
id

d
le ro

w
 o

n
 th

e left 
fa

cin
g
 th

e sta
g
e. T

h
o
m

a
s (1

5
X

) 
J
o
h

n
so

n
 w

a
s sea

ted
 a

lo
n

e o
n

 th
e 

le
ft sid

e
 n

e
a

r
 th

e
 fr

o
n

t w
ith

 a
  

sa
w

ed
 o

ff sh
o
tg

u
n

, D
erm

o
d

y
 a

s-
serted

. 
B

y
 a

 p
rea

rra
n

g
ed

 p
la

n
, H

a
y

er 
an

d
 B

u
tler created

 a d
istu

rb
an

ce. 
H

ayer stood
 u

p
 an

d
 sh

ou
ted

 ab
ou

t 
B

u
tler try

in
g
 to

 p
ick

 h
is p

o
ck

et. 
A

t th
is p

oin
t Joh

n
son

 ap
p

roach
ed

 
th

e sta
g
e a

n
d

 fired
 p

o
in

t b
la

n
k

 
at M

alcolm
 X

. H
ayer an

d
 B

u
tler 

ru
sh

ed
 to th

e stage an
d

 fired
 b

u
l-

lets in
to

 th
e p

ro
n

e b
o

d
y

 o
f M

a
l-

colm
 X

, D
erm

od
y claim

ed
. 

J
o
h

n
so

n
 d

ro
p

p
ed

 th
e sh

o
tg

u
n

 
a
n

d
 slip

p
ed

 a
w

a
y
. H

a
y
er a

n
d

 
B

u
tler w

ere p
u

rsu
ed

 o
u

t o
f th

e 
en

tra
n

ce a
t th

e rea
r o

f th
e a

u
d

i-
toriu

m
, d

ow
n

 a fligh
t of stairs an

d
 

o
n

 to
 th

e street. H
a
y
er w

a
s sh

o
t 

in
 h

is le
g

 o
n

 th
e
 w

a
y
 o

u
t a

n
d

 
cau

gh
t on

 th
e street. B

u
tler m

an
-

aged
 to escap

e, D
erm

od
y said

. 

T
h

e ev
id

en
ce 

th
at H

ay
er w

as 
one of the assassins is overw

helm
-

ing. 
N

o
t o

n
ly

 w
a

s h
e sh

o
t a

n
d

 
ca

u
g
h

t a
t th

e scen
e o

f th
e a

ssa
s-

sin
a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 id
en

tified
 b

y
 m

a
n

y
, 

b
u

t b
efore th

e en
d

 of th
e d

efen
se 

p
resen

tation
 h

e w
ith

d
rew

 h
is claim

 
o

f in
n

o
cen

ce a
n

d
 to

o
k

 th
e sta

n
d

 
to con

fess. 
E

ven
 w

ith
ou

t h
is con

fession
, th

e 
evid

en
ce again

st h
im

 w
as stron

g. 
T

h
e fact th

at p
olice testified

 th
at 

h
e h

a
d

 a
 clip

 o
f .4

5
 ca

lib
er b

u
l-

lets in
 h

is p
o
ck

et w
h

en
 h

e w
a
s 

arrested
, an

d
 th

at h
is th

u
m

b
 p

rin
t 

w
a

s fo
u

n
d

 o
n

 a
 cru

d
e sm

o
k

e d
e-

vice 
set 

o
ff a

t th
e
 r

e
a

r
 o

f th
e
 

A
u

d
u

b
on

 B
allroom

 at th
e tim

e of 
th

e sh
ootin

g w
ou

ld
 h

ave d
isp

elled
 

an
y lin

gerin
g d

ou
b

ts in
 th

e m
in

d
s 

of th
e ju

rors. 
T

h
e p

ro
secu

tio
n

 p
resen

ted
 1

0
 

e
y

e
w

itn
e
sse

s a
lto

g
e
th

e
r
 w

h
o

. 
cla

im
ed

 to
 h

a
v
e seen

 a
t lea

st o
n

e 
o
f th

e d
efen

d
a
n

ts a
t th

e scen
e o

f 
th

e crim
e. T

h
ree o

f th
em

 id
en

ti-
fied

 o
n

ly
 H

a
y
er, a

n
d

 fiv
e o

th
ers 

id
en

tified
 H

ayer an
d

 at least on
e 

oth
er d

efen
d

an
t. A

ltogeth
er, fou

r 
id

en
tified

 J
o

h
n

so
n

, a
n

d
 tw

o
 o

f 
th

em
 claim

ed
 to see a sh

otgu
n

 in
 

h
is h

a
n

d
. S

ix
 id

en
tified

 B
u

tler; 
a
n

d
 th

ree o
f th

em
 sa

id
 h

e h
a
d

 
a p

istol. 
N

o
 m

a
teria

l ev
id

en
ce w

a
s p

re-
sen

ted
 lin

k
in

g B
u

tler or Joh
n

son
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to th
e crim

e o
r ev

en
 d

em
o
n
strat-

ing th
a
t th

ey
 w

ere p
resen

t a
t th

e 
A

u
d

u
b

o
n

 B
a
llro

o
m

 o
n

 F
eb

. 2
1
, 

1
9
6
5
 w

h
en

 M
a
lco

lm
 X

 w
a
s g

u
n

-
n

ed
 d

o
w

n
. T

h
e ev

id
en

ce a
g
a
in

st 
th

em
 w

a
s th

e testim
o
n

y
 o

f th
e 

eyew
itn

esses. 
B

o
th

 B
u

tler a
n

d
 J

o
h

n
so

n
 w

ere 
an

d
 are active M

u
slim

s w
h

o w
ere 

w
ell k

n
o
w

n
 to

 a
 n

u
m

b
er o

f M
a
l-

co
lm

 X
's fo

llo
w

ers a
n

d
 g

u
a

rd
s. 

M
a
lco

lm
 X

 h
a
d

 ch
a
rg

ed
 th

a
t fo

l-
low

ers of E
lijah

 M
u

h
am

m
ad

 h
ad

 
tried

 to attack
 h

im
 several tim

es. 
H

is fo
llo

w
ers w

ere w
a
tch

in
g
 fo

r 
a
n

d
 w

o
u

ld
 m

o
st lik

ely
 h

a
v
e n

o
-

ticed
 M

u
slim

s lik
e B

u
tler a

n
d

 
Joh

n
son

. O
n

 
th

e face o
f it, 

it is 
u

n
lik

ely th
at B

u
tler an

d
 Joh

n
son

 
w

ou
ld

 h
ave en

tered
 th

e b
allroom

 
w

h
ere M

a
lco

lm
 X

 w
a
s h

o
ld

in
g
 a

 
m

eetin
g

 a
n

d
 n

o
t h

a
v

e b
een

 n
o

-
ticed

, a
n

d
 ey

ew
itn

ess testim
o
n

y
 

against 
th

em
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e to

 b
e 

so
lid

 a
n

d
 relia

b
le to

 b
e b

eliev
ed

. 
C

a
r
y
 T

h
o
m

a
s, th

e
 fir

st e
y
e
-

w
itn

ess, cla
im

ed
 to

 see a
ll th

ree 
p

a
rticip

a
tin

g
 in

 th
e a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 

o
r h

o
ld

in
g

 a
 g

u
n

, b
u

t th
e in

co
n

-
sista

n
cies in

 h
is sto

ry
 

w
e
re

 so
 

g
reat as to

 call h
is testim

on
y in

to 
q

u
estion

. H
is testim

on
y b

efore th
e 

g
ra

n
d

 ju
ry

 la
st M

a
rch

 w
a
s v

ery
 

d
ifferen

t fro
m

 th
e sto

ry
 h

e to
ld

 
in

 co
u

rt. 
T

h
ou

gh
 h

e claim
ed

 to h
ave b

een
 

a
 fo

llo
w

er o
f E

lija
h

 M
u

h
a
m

m
a
d

 
a

n
d

 th
en

 o
f M

a
lco

lm
 X

, b
y

 h
is 

ow
n

 testim
on

y, T
h

om
as d

id
n

't b
e-

h
ave lik

e a M
u

slim
 or u

n
d

erstan
d

 
a

n
y

th
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t w

h
a

t M
a

lco
lm

 X
 

sto
o
d

 fo
r. H

e w
a
s p

la
ced

 in
 B

el-
levu

e H
osp

ital for p
sych

iatric ex-
am

in
ation

 in
 1963, scream

in
g, "I 

d
id

 n
o
t k

ill J
esu

s C
h

rist."
 T

h
e 

evalu
ation

 w
as p

sych
on

eu
rosis. 

T
h

o
m

a
s w

a
s p

ick
ed

 u
p

 b
y
 th

e 
p

olice for q
u

estion
in

g on
 M

arch
 2, 

1965 an
d

 h
eld

 in
 jail as a m

aterial 
w

itn
ess fro

m
 th

en
 o

n
. W

h
ile h

e 
w

a
s in

 civ
ic ja

il h
e w

a
s ch

a
rg

ed
 

w
ith

 b
u

rn
in

g
 a

 m
a
ttress a

n
d

 in
-

d
icted

 fo
r a

rso
n

. H
e w

a
s tra

n
s-

ferred
 from

 civic jail to a regular 
p

rison
 an

d
 h

as b
een

 h
eld

 p
rison

er 
o

n
 th

is ch
a

rg
e sin

ce th
en

. 
C

h
a
rles B

la
ck

w
ell, th

e n
in

th
 

ey
ew

itn
ess, w

a
s th

e o
n

ly
 o

th
er 

S
u

m
m

a
r
y

 o
f th

e
 T

e
stim

o
n

y
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o
n

e
 to

 id
e
n

tify
 a

ll th
re

e
 d

e
fe

n
-

d
a
n
ts. H

e
 to

o
 to

ld
 a

 c
o
m

p
le

te
ly

 
d

iffe
re

n
t sto

ry
 to

 th
e
 g

ra
n

d
 ju

ry
, 

b
u

t h
e
 te

stifie
d

 th
a
t 

h
e lied

 b
e
-

fo
re

 th
e
 g

ra
n
d
 ju

ry
 ra

th
e
r th

a
n
 

in
 th

e co
u
rt. H

is co
u
rtro

o
m

 sto
ry

 
co

rresp
o

n
d

ed
 w

ith
 w

h
at th

e p
ro

se-
cu

tio
n

 said
 it w

o
u

ld
 p

ro
v

e, as d
id

 
C

ary
 T

h
o
m

as' co
u
rtro

o
m

 v
ersio

n
. 

B
lack

w
ell w

as th
e g

u
ard

 at th
e 

fro
n
t o

f th
e stag

e o
n
 th

e left sid
e, 

w
h
e
re

 th
e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 to

o
k
 p

la
c
e
. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 h
is co

u
rtro

o
m

 testi-
m

o
n

y
, B

u
tle

r a
n

d
 H

a
y

e
r ra

n
 b

y
 

h
im

 to
 th

e stag
e w

h
ere th

ey
 sh

o
t 

M
a
lc

o
lm

 X
. A

fte
r th

e
y

 tu
rn

e
d

 
aro

u
n
d
 an

d
 b

eg
an

 ru
n
n
in

g
 o

u
t, h

e 
"g

av
e ch

ase." It w
as at th

is p
o
in

t, 
in

cred
ib

ly
 en

o
u
g
h
, th

at h
e n

o
ticed

 
a
 m

a
n
 "

s
ta

n
d
in

g
 fo

u
r o

r fiv
e
 

ro
w

s b
ack

" w
h

o
 lo

o
k

ed
 "startled

" 
o
r "scared

." B
lack

w
ell id

en
tified

 
th

is m
an

 as Jo
h

n
so

n
, b

u
t h

e said
 

h
e
 sa

w
 n

o
 g

u
n

 in
 h

is h
a
n

d
. H

e
 

claim
ed

 to
 h

av
e seen

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 th

en
 

ru
n
 in

to
 th

e lad
ies' lo

u
n
g
e. 

T
h

e
 tw

o
 o

th
e
r w

itn
e
sse

s w
h

o
 

id
e
n
tifie

d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 a

re
 V

e
rn

a
l 

T
e
m

p
le

, th
e
 se

c
o
n
d
 e

y
e
w

itn
e
ss, 

a
n
d
 F

re
d
 W

illia
m

s, th
e
 e

ig
h
th

. 
T

em
p
le claim

ed
 to

 h
av

e reco
g
n
ized

 
Jo

h
n

so
n

, w
h

o
m

 h
e k

n
ew

 o
n

ly
 as 

"1
5

X
," sittin

g
 a

t th
e
 b

a
c
k

 o
f th

e
 

a
u
d
ito

riu
m

 w
h
e
n
 h

e
 e

n
te

re
d
. H

e
 

sa
id

 th
e
 o

n
ly

 tim
e
 h

e
 h

a
d

 e
v

e
r 

se
e
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 b

e
fo

re
 th

a
t w

a
s a

t 
a M

u
slim

 co
n

v
en

tio
n

 in
 C

h
icag

o
 

in
 1

9
6

2
. H

e h
ad

 a n
o

to
rio

u
sly

 b
ad

 
m

e
m

o
ry

 a
b

o
u

t e
v

e
ry

th
in

g
 e

lse
 

c
o
n
n
e
c
te

d
 w

ith
 th

a
t c

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
, 

a
n

d
 c

o
n

tra
d

ic
te

d
 h

im
se

lf a
 n

u
m

-
b

er o
f tim

es. 
W

illiam
s, th

e eig
h
th

 ey
ew

itn
ess, 

sa
id

 h
e
 sa

w
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 h

o
ld

in
g
 a

 
sh

o
tg

u
n

. H
e
 a

lso
 c

la
im

e
d

 to
 re

c
-

o
g
n
iz

e
 B

u
tle

r a
s o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 tw

o
 

m
e
n

 in
v

o
lv

e
d

 in
 a

 sc
u

ffle
 w

h
ic

h
 

p
receed

ed
 th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
 an

d
 serv

ed
 

as a d
iv

ersio
n
. H

e saw
 n

o
 g

u
n
 in

 
B

u
tler's h

an
d

, h
e said

. 
W

illiam
s w

as a frien
d
 o

f B
lack

-
w

ell's at th
e tim

e an
d
 d

ro
v
e B

lack
-

w
e
ll to

 th
e
 A

u
d
u
b
o
n
 B

a
llro

o
m

 
th

a
t d

a
y

. H
is m

e
m

o
ry

 w
a
s v

e
ry

 
fo

g
g
y
 ab

o
u
t n

early
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 b

u
t 

th
e ev

en
ts in

 th
e A

u
d
u
b
o
n
. 

T
h

e fifth
 w

itn
ess, Jasp

er D
av

is, 
id

en
tified

 o
n

ly
 B

u
tler. H

e said
 th

at 

B
u
tler sat d

o
w

n
 n

ex
t to

 h
im

 an
d
 

th
e
y

 stru
c
k

 u
p

 a
 c

o
n

v
e
rsa

tio
n

. 
T

h
en

 an
o

th
er m

an
 w

alk
ed

 d
o

w
n

 
th

e aisle an
d
 B

u
tler called

 to
 h

im
. 

T
h

at m
an

 sat n
ex

t to
 B

u
tler. T

h
e 

d
istu

rb
a
n
c
e
 th

a
t p

re
c
e
e
d
e
d
 th

e
 

sh
o
o
tin

g
 w

as created
 b

y
 th

ese tw
o
 

m
e
n
, D

a
v
is te

stifie
d
, th

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 

w
as n

o
t su

re w
h

ich
 o

n
e o

f th
em

 
d
id

 th
e sh

o
u
tin

g
. D

av
is d

id
n
't n

o
-

tic
e
 e

ith
e
r o

f th
e
m

 fire
 a

 g
u

n
, 

h
e said

. 
D

a
v

is p
ic

k
e
d

 B
u

tle
r o

u
t o

f a
 

p
o
lice lin

e-u
p
 o

f eig
h
t m

en
. N

o
n
e 

o
f th

e o
th

ers in
 th

e lin
e-u

p
 fitted

 
th

e d
escrip

tio
n

 h
e h

ad
 g

iv
en

 th
e 

p
o
lice o

f th
e m

an
 in

v
o
lv

ed
, D

av
is 

testified
 —

 th
o

u
g

h
 th

e d
escrip

tio
n

 
h
e g

av
e w

as v
ery

 g
en

eral. M
u
ch

 o
f 

th
e
 id

e
n
tific

a
tio

n
 o

f B
u
tle

r c
e
n
-

tered
 aro

u
n
d
 a g

ray
 tw

eed
 co

at h
e 

w
a
s a

lle
g
e
ly

 w
e
a
rin

g
. O

n
ly

 o
n
e
 

o
th

e
r m

a
n-

  in
 th

e
 lin

e
-u

p
 w

o
re

 
a
 g

ra
y
 c

o
a
t, sa

id
 D

a
v
is, a

n
d
 it 

w
as n

o
t sim

ilar to
 th

e o
n

e B
u

tler 
w

as w
earin

g
. 

E
d

w
a
rd

 D
iP

in
a
, th

e
 th

ird
 e

y
e
-

w
itn

ess, said
 h

e saw
 b

o
th

 B
u

tler 
an

d
 H

ay
er sh

o
o

t at th
e stag

e fro
m

 
w

h
ere th

ey
 sto

o
d

 u
p

 in
 th

e th
ird

 
ro

w
 in

 th
e
 a

u
d

ie
n

c
e
, a

n
d

 th
e
n

 
tu

rn
 a

ro
u

n
d

 a
n

d
 ru

n
 o

u
t. C

ro
ss-

ex
am

in
atio

n
 p

ro
v

ed
 D

iP
in

a to
 b

e 
a v

ery
 co

n
fu

sed
 —

 if n
o
t sen

ile -
o

ld
 m

a
n

. F
o

r e
x

a
m

p
le

, D
iP

in
a
 

id
e
n
tifie

d
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 d

e
fe

n
se

 a
t-

to
rn

ey
s as th

e d
etectiv

e w
h
o
 d

ro
v
e 

h
im

 to
 B

ellev
u

e H
o
sp

ital to
 id

en
-

tify
 H

ay
er. 

T
h

e sev
en

th
 ey

ew
itn

ess, R
o

n
-

ald
 T

im
b

erlak
e, testified

 in
 secret 

—
 rep

o
rters an

d
 sp

ectato
rs w

ere 
b

a
rre

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 c

o
u

rtro
o

m
. B

u
t 

m
u

ch
 o

f h
is testim

o
n

y
 h

as sin
ce 

b
e
e
n
 m

a
d
e
 k

n
o
w

n
. T

h
e
 se

c
re

t 
w

itn
ess to

ld
 th

is sto
ry

: H
e claim

-
ed

 to
 h

av
e k

n
o

ck
ed

 B
u

tler d
o

w
n

 
th

e
 sta

irs th
a
t le

a
d
 fro

m
 th

e
 a

u
-

d
ito

riu
m

 to
 th

e
 e

n
tra

n
c
e
 o

f th
e
 

%
 b

u
ild

in
g

. T
h

e
 c

ro
w

d
 th

e
n

 h
e
ld

 
a
n
d
 p

u
m

m
e
le

d
 B

u
tle

r b
u
t h

e
 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 to

 g
e
t a

w
a
y
. T

h
e
 w

it-
n

ess claim
ed

 th
at H

ay
er, w

h
o

 h
ad

 
b

een
 sh

o
t in

 th
e leg

 b
y

 th
is tim

e, 
ju

m
p

e
d

 o
v

e
r B

u
tle

r o
n

 h
is w

a
y

 
d
o
w

n
 th

e stairs. 
T

h
e secret w

itn
ess also

 testified
 

th
at h

e retriev
ed

 a .4
5

 calib
er au

- 

to
m

a
tic

 o
n
 th

e
 sta

irs w
h
ic

h
 h

e
 

tu
rn

ed
 o

v
er to

 an
 F

B
I ag

en
t. T

h
at 

ag
en

t also
 testified

 secretly. T
h

is 
is th

e
 .4

5
 th

a
t h

a
s b

e
e
n

 
p

laced
 

in
 ev

id
en

ce, a
n

d
 is a

lleg
ed

ly
 th

e 
w

eap
o
n
 th

at H
ay

er u
sed

. 
T

h
e reaso

n
 fo

r th
is d

u
b
io

u
s tale 

ab
o
u
t k

n
o
ck

in
g
 B

u
tler d

o
w

n
 th

e 
sta

irs b
e
c
a
m

e
 c

le
a
r w

h
e
n
 th

e
 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
 in

tro
d
u
ced

 in
 ev

id
en

ce 
a
 p

h
o

to
 o

f B
u

tle
r ta

k
e
n

 o
n

 F
e
b

. 
2
6
, 1

9
6
5
, so

o
n
 a

fte
r h

e
 w

a
s a

r-
rested

. It sh
o
w

ed
 th

at B
u
tler h

ad
 

a
 sw

o
lle

n
 a

n
k

le
 a

n
d

 b
o

th
 le

g
s 

w
ere d

isco
lo

red
. 

T
h

is p
h

o
to

 w
as in

tro
d

u
ced

 d
u

r-
in

g
 th

e cro
ss-ex

am
in

atio
n

 o
f o

n
e 

o
f B

u
tler's d

efen
se w

itn
esses, D

r. 
K

en
n

eth
 S

eslo
w

e o
f Jaco

b
i H

o
sp

i-
tal. D

r. S
eslo

w
e testified

 th
at B

u
t-

ler h
ad

 b
een

 treated
 at th

e h
o
sp

i-
tal b

y
 an

o
th

er d
o

cto
r o

n
 Jan

. 2
2

, 
1

9
6

5
 fo

r in
fected

 w
o

u
n

d
s o

f b
o

th
 

sh
in

s. H
e
 h

im
se

lf h
a
d
 tre

a
te

d
 

B
u

tler o
n

 th
e m

o
rn

in
g
 o

f F
eb

. 2
1
, 

1
9

6
5

, th
e d

ay
 o

f th
e assassin

atio
n

. 
B

u
tler co

m
p
lain

ed
 o

f p
ain

 in
 th

e 
rig

h
t leg

, an
d

 th
e illn

ess w
as d

iag
-

n
o
sed

 as su
p
erficial th

ro
m

b
o
p
h
lo

-
b

itis. B
u

tler's leg
 w

as b
an

d
ag

ed
; 

h
e w

as g
iv

en
 o

ral m
ed

icatio
n

; an
d

 
h
e
 w

a
s to

ld
 to

 sta
y
 o

ff h
is fe

e
t, 

k
e
e
p
 h

is le
g
 e

le
v
a
te

d
 a

n
d
 a

p
p
ly

 
h
o
t so

a
k
s to

 it. 
B

u
tler also

 h
ad

 th
ree w

itn
esses 

• w
h

o
 te

stifie
d

 h
e
 w

a
s a

t h
o

m
e
 a

t 
th

e
 tim

e
 o

f o
r sh

o
rtly

 a
fte

r th
e
 

sh
o

o
tin

g
. B

u
tle

r's w
ife

 T
h

e
re

sa
 

sa
id

 h
e
 re

tu
rn

e
d

 h
o

m
e
 a

b
o

u
t 

1
2
:5

5
 p

.m
. a

n
d
 n

e
v
e
r le

ft th
e
 

h
o

u
se

 th
a
t d

a
y

. T
w

o
 siste

rs o
f 

M
o

sq
u

e N
o

. 7
, to

 w
h

ich
 th

e B
u

t-
le

rs b
e
lo

n
g

, te
stifie

d
 th

e
y

 te
le

-
p

h
o

n
e
d

 a
n

d
 sp

o
k

e
 w

ith
 B

u
tle

r 
b

e
tw

e
e
n

 3
:0

5
 a

n
d

 3
:3

0
 p

.m
. 

sh
o
rtly

 after h
earin

g
 o

f th
e sh

o
o
t-

in
g

 o
n

 th
e rad

io
. 

Jo
h

n
so

n
's w

ife testified
 h

e w
as 

h
o

m
e
 a

ll d
a
y

 o
n

 F
e
b

. 2
1

, 1
9

6
5

. 
O

n
e
 o

f h
is 

n
eigh

b
ors, E

d
w

ard
 

L
o

n
g

, a M
u

slim
, testified

 h
e v

is-
ited

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 at h

is h
o

m
e b

etw
een

 
3

:3
0

 an
d

 4
:3

0
 th

at d
ay

. M
alco

lm
 

X
 is sa

id
 to

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 sh

o
t a

t 
ab

o
u

t 3
:0

5
 o

r 3
:1

0
. 

T
w

o
 ey

ew
itn

esses testified
 fo

r 
th

e d
efen

se. E
rn

est G
reen

e, 2
1
, a 

fo
rm

e
r M

u
slin

, te
stifie

d
 h

e
 sa

w
  

29 

th
e
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
 sh

o
t M

a
lc

o
lm

 
X

 
w

ith
 a sh

o
tg

u
n
 an

d
 d

escrib
ed

 h
im

 
as v

ery
 sto

u
t, v

ery
 d

ark
 an

d
 w

ear-
in

g a h
eav

y
 b

eard
. H

e said
 it w

as 
n
o
t Jo

h
n
so

n
, w

h
o
 is v

e
ry

 light-
sk

in
n
ed

 an
d
 w

o
re n

o
 b

eard
. 

T
h

e
 m

o
st sp

e
c
ta

c
u

la
r e

y
e
w

it-
n

e
ss w

a
s T

a
h

n
a
d

g
e
 H

a
y

e
r, w

h
o

 
co

n
fessed

 in
 o

rd
er to

 testify
 th

at 
B

u
tler an

d
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 h
ad

 n
o

th
in

g
 to

 
d
o
 w

ith
 th

e crim
e. H

e m
ain

tain
ed

 
th

at h
e an

d
 h

is acco
m

p
lices w

ere 
n

o
t M

u
slim

s b
u

t w
ere h

ired
 k

ill-
ers. H

ay
er's co

n
fessio

n
 w

as q
u

ite 
co

n
v

in
cin

g
, b

u
t th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 re-

fu
sed

 to
 b

eiev
e h

im
. 

O
n

e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st c

o
n

v
in

c
in

g
 

th
in

g
s ab

o
u

t H
ay

er's co
n

fessio
n

 is 
th

at h
is acco

u
n
t o

f h
o
w

 th
e crim

e 
w

a
s c

o
m

m
itte

d
 is p

la
u

sib
le

 a
n

d
 

c
o

rre
sp

o
n

d
s to

 e
y

e
w

itn
e
ss a

c
-

c
o

u
n

ts o
f th

e
 e

v
e
n

ts th
a
t w

e
re

 
n
ev

er b
ro

u
g
h
t o

u
t in

 th
e trial. 

F
o
r e

x
a
m

p
le

, H
a
y
e
r te

stifie
d
 

th
a
t h

e
 a

n
d
 h

is a
c
c
o
m

p
lic

e
 

w
h

o 
b
o
th

 h
a
d
 p

isto
ls sa

t in
 th

e
 first 

ro
w

; th
e
 m

a
n
 w

ith
 th

e
 sh

o
tg

u
n
 

sa
t in

 th
e
 fo

u
rth

 ro
w

; 
a

n
d

 th
e 

a
cco

m
p

lice w
h

o
 crea

ted
 th

e d
i-

version
 

b
y
 stan

d
in

g
 

a
n

d
 y

ellin
g
 

sa
t so

m
ew

h
ere b

eh
in

d
 th

e m
a

n
 

w
ith

 th
e sh

otgu
n

. 
A

co
rd

in
g

 to
 a

n
 ey

ew
itn

ess a
c-

c
o
u

n
t in

 th
e
 B

a
ltim

o
r
e
 A

fr
o
-

A
m

erican
 

o
f F

eb
. 2

7
, 1

9
6
5
 tw

o
 

or th
ree m

en
 w

ith
 gu

n
s rose from

 
th

e
 fir

st r
o
w

 w
h

ile
 th

e
se

 th
a
t 

c
re

a
te

d
 th

e
 d

istu
rb

a
n

c
e
 to

o
k

 n
o

 
p
art in

 th
e sh

o
o
tin

g
. 

It is u
n
lik

e
ly

 
th

a
t th

e sa
m

e 
m

e
n
 w

h
o
 w

e
re

 g
o
in

g
 

to
 sh

o
o

t 
M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 first 

sto
o
d

 u
p

 a
n

d
 

y
elled

 to
 ca

ll a
tten

tio
n

 to th
em

-
selves. 

D
erm

o
d
y
 still in

sists th
at H

ay
er 

is a M
u
slim

 try
in

g
 to

 p
rotect h

is 
alleged

 accom
p

lices. B
u

t D
erm

od
y 

h
as n

ot com
e close to p

rovin
g th

at 
H

ayer is a M
u

slim
. V

ern
al T

em
p

le 
cla

im
ed

 to
 h

a
v

e seen
 H

a
y

er in
 

M
osq

u
e N

o. 7 in
 H

arlem
 on

ce in
 

th
e su

m
m

er of 1964 fu
n

ction
in

g as 
a gu

ard
 an

d
 w

earin
g a w

h
ite arm

-
b

a
n

d
 w

ith
 red

 letters "
M

u
h

a
m

-
m

a
d

."
 B

u
t h

e a
lso

 testified
 th

a
t 

h
e stop

p
ed

 atten
d

in
g m

eetin
gs in

 
th

e m
osq

u
e after M

alcolm
 X

 w
as 

su
sp

en
d

ed
 —

 w
h

ich
 w

a
s in

 la
te 



30 
N

o
v
em

b
er 1

9
6
3
. B

esid
es, acco

rd
-

in
g
 to

 testim
o
n
y
 at th

e trial arm
-

b
an

d
s are n

ev
er w

o
rn

 in
 th

e m
o
s-

q
u

e
 b

u
t w

e
re

 w
o

rn
 a

t a
 c

o
n

v
e
n

-
tio

n
 in

 C
h
icag

o
. 

It is h
a
rd

 to
 b

e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t th

e
 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e red
u

ced
 to

 
su

ch
 flim

sy
 testim

o
n

y
 as th

e m
a-

jo
r e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 o

f H
a
y
e
r's b

e
in

g
 a

 
M

u
slim

 if h
e really

 w
ere. 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 —

 O
n

 M
arch

 1
1

, 
after 2

0
 h

o
u
rs o

f d
elib

eratio
n
, th

e 
ju

ry
 in

 th
e
 M

a
lc

o
lm

 X
 m

u
rd

e
r 

tria
l re

tu
rn

e
d
 a

 v
e
rd

ic
t o

f g
u
ilty

 
ag

ain
st all th

ree d
efen

d
an

ts: T
al-

m
a
d
g
e
 H

a
y
e
r (a

lso
 k

n
o
w

n
 a

s 
T

h
o
m

a
s H

a
g
a
n
), N

o
rm

a
n
 (3

X
) 

B
u
tler an

d
 T

h
o
m

as (1
5
X

) Jo
h
n
-

so
n
. S

en
ten

cin
g

 w
ill tak

e p
lace o

n
 

A
p

ril 1
4

. 
T

h
e
 ju

ry
 w

a
s p

re
se

n
te

d
 w

ith
 

tw
o

 acco
u

n
ts o

f th
e assassin

atio
n

. 
A

ssistan
t D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

 D
er-

m
o
d
y
 c

la
im

e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 th

re
e
 d

e
-

fe
n
d
a
n
ts, a

ll a
c
tiv

e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs o

f 
th

e N
atio

n
 o

f Islam
, d

id
 th

e sh
o
o
t-

in
g

 a
c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 a
 p

re
a
rra

n
g

e
d

 
p
lan

: B
u

tler an
d

 H
ay

er created
 a 

d
iv

ersio
n
 in

 a m
id

d
le ro

w
 o

f th
e 

au
d
ito

riu
m

, w
h
ereu

p
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 

ra
n
 to

 th
e
 sta

g
e
 a

n
d
 sh

o
t M

a
l-

c
o
lm

 X
 w

ith
 a

 sa
w

e
d
-o

ff sh
o
t-

g
u

n
. T

h
e
n

 H
a
y

e
r a

n
d

 B
u

tle
r ra

n
 

to
 th

e stag
e an

d
 fired

 p
isto

l sh
o
ts 

in
to

 th
e p

ro
n
e b

o
d
y
. 

T
h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 p
o
lice d

ecid
ed

 
th

at th
e M

u
slim

s h
ad

 co
m

m
itted

 
th

e
 c

rim
e
 rig

h
t a

fte
r th

e
 a

ssa
s-

sin
a
tio

n
. H

a
y

e
r w

a
s sh

o
t a

n
d

 
cau

g
h
t b

y
 th

e cro
w

d
 at th

e scen
e 

o
f th

e assassin
atio

n
, th

e A
u
d
u
b
o
n
 

B
allroom

. 
T

h
e p

o
lice m

ad
e statem

en
ts to

 
th

e p
ress th

at H
ay

er w
as a M

u
s-

lim
 a

n
d
 th

e
y
 so

u
g
h
t h

is a
c
c
o
m

-6  
p

lic
e
s a

m
o

n
g

 th
e
 M

u
slim

s. T
h

e
 

p
o
lic

e
 a

n
d
 d

istric
t a

tto
rn

e
y
's o

f-
fice stu

ck
 to

 th
at sto

ry
 an

d
 av

o
id

ed
 

lo
o
k

in
g
 elsew

h
ere fo

r th
e k

illers. 
T

h
e o

th
er v

ersio
n
 o

f th
e assas-

sin
atio

n
 w

as g
iv

en
 b

y
 H

ay
er w

h
en

 
h

e
 to

o
k

 th
e
 sta

n
d

 fo
r a

 se
c
o

n
d

 
tim

e an
d
 co

n
fessed

 to
 b

ein
g
 o

n
e 

In
 m

y
 o

p
in

io
n

 th
e
 w

e
ig

h
t o

f 
ev

id
en

ce p
o
in

ts to
 th

e co
n
clu

sio
n
 

th
at Jo

h
n

so
n

 an
d

 B
u

tler h
ad

 n
o

th
-

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 

an
d
 w

ere n
o
t ev

en
 at th

e A
u
d
u
b
o
n
 

B
allro

o
m

 th
at d

ay
. It w

o
u
ld

 b
e a 

m
o

n
stro

u
s m

iscarriag
e o

f ju
stice 

if th
ey

 are fo
u

n
d

 "g
u

ilty
 b

ey
o

n
d

 
a reaso

n
ab

le d
o

u
b

t." 

o
f th

e assassin
s. H

e said
 

h
e 

h
ad

 
b

e
e
n

 h
ire

d
 to

 d
o

 th
e
 k

illin
g

, a
s 

h
ad

 h
is th

ree acco
m

p
lices, b

u
t th

at 
n

o
n

e o
f th

e g
u

n
m

en
 n

o
r th

e m
an

 
w

h
o

 h
ire

d
 th

e
m

 w
a
s a

 M
u

slim
. 

B
u
tle

r a
n
d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

e
re

 in
 n

o
 

w
ay

 in
v
o
lv

ed
, h

e said
. H

ay
er's ac-

c
o

u
n

t o
r w

h
a
t h

a
p

p
e
n

e
d

 in
 th

e
 

b
allro

o
m

 w
as m

u
ch

 m
o
re co

n
v
in

c-
in

g
 th

an
 D

erm
o
d
y
's, an

d
 sq

u
ared

 
w

ith
 e

y
e
w

itn
e
ss a

c
c
o
u
n
ts in

 th
e
 

p
re

ss a
t th

e
 tim

e
: H

a
y

e
r a

n
d

 a
n

 
a
c
c
o
m

p
lic

e
 sa

t in
 th

e
 first ro

w
 

w
ith

 p
isto

ls. A
n
o
th

er m
an

 sat in
 

th
e fo

u
rth

 ro
w

 w
ith

 a saw
ed

-o
ff 

sh
o
tg

u
n
. A

 fo
u
rth

 m
an

 sat fu
rth

er 
b
ack

 an
d
 created

 th
e d

istu
rb

an
ce. 

b
u
t h

e
 w

a
s n

o
t in

v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 th
e
 

sh
o
o
tin

g
. 

T
h

e
 o

u
tc

o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 tria

l d
e
-

p
en

d
ed

 o
n
 w

h
ich

 o
f th

ese tw
o
 sto

-
ries th

e ju
ry

 th
o

u
g

h
t w

a
s essen

-
tia

lly
 co

rrect. D
erm

o
d

y
 stu

ck
 to

 
th

is issu
e —

 h
a
m

m
erin

g
 a

w
a
y
 a

t 
H

ayer's con
fession

, in
sistin

g th
at 

it w
a
s a

 lie a
n

d
 th

a
t H

a
y
er w

a
s 

a
 M

u
slim

 o
u

t to
 sa

v
e h

is fello
w

 
M

u
slim

s. 
T

h
e d

efen
se a

tto
rn

ey
s la

rg
ely

 
ig

n
o
red

 th
e rea

l issu
e a

n
d

 co
n

-
co

cted
 in

stea
d

 a
 fa

n
ta

stic th
eo

ry
 

th
at M

alcolm
 w

as assassin
ated

 b
y 

a
 co

n
sp

ira
cy

 o
f h

is m
o
re p

o
lit-

ic
a

lly
 o

r
ie

n
te

d
 fo

llo
w

e
r
s w

h
o

 
fram

ed
 th

e d
efen

d
an

ts. IX
: m

od
y 

h
ad

 n
o d

ifficu
lty in

 sm
ash

in
g th

is 
th

eory. 
I h

a
v
e n

o
 sp

ecia
l k

n
o
w

led
g
e 

as to w
h

eth
er or n

ot H
ayer w

as a 
M

u
slim

. B
u

t it is clea
r th

a
t th

e 
p

rosecu
tion

 n
ever estab

lish
ed

 th
at 

h
e w

a
s. Y

et th
e d

efen
se d

id
 n

o
t 

h
a
m

m
er a

t th
a

t fa
ct su

fficien
tly

  

to
 m

a
k

e it clea
r in

 th
e m

in
d

s o
f 

th
e ju

ro
rs. If H

a
y

er w
a

s n
o

t a
 

M
u

slim
, th

ere w
a
s n

o
 rea

so
n

 to
 

b
elieve D

erm
od

y's con
ten

tion
 th

at 
H

ayer's con
fession

 w
as a trick

 to 
save h

is M
u

slim
 b

roth
ers. 

T
h

e d
efen

se w
as in

ad
eq

u
ate in

 
oth

er w
ays as w

ell. A
ll fou

r of th
e 

la
w

y
ers fo

r B
u

tler a
n

d
 J

o
h

n
so

n
 

w
ere co

u
rt a

p
p

o
in

ted
. T

h
o
u

g
h

 
th

ey are all N
egroes, an

d
 ap

p
aren

t-
ly sym

p
ath

etic to th
e d

efen
d

an
ts, 

th
ey w

ere u
n

w
illin

g or u
n

ab
le to 

d
o a th

orou
gh

 job
. 

T
h

e d
efen

se a
tto

rn
ey

s a
lw

a
y
s 

to
o
k

 fo
r g

ra
n

ted
 th

e in
teg

rity
 o

f 
th

e p
olice an

d
 p

rosecu
tion

. T
h

ey 
d

id
n

't p
o
in

t o
u

t to
 th

e ju
ry

 h
o
w

 
th

e p
olice op

erate in
 selectin

g ou
t 

m
alleab

le w
itn

esses an
d

 reh
ears-

in
g th

eir testim
on

y u
n

til th
ey re-

m
em

b
er w

h
at th

ey're su
p

p
osed

 to. 
T

h
e d

efen
se attorn

eys w
ere w

ill-
in

g
 to

 ro
ck

 th
e b

o
a

t ju
st a

 little 
b

u
t n

o
t en

o
u

g
h

 to
 ev

en
 ra

ise th
e 

p
ossib

ility of tu
rn

in
g it over. T

h
ey 

m
en

tion
ed

 som
e of th

e con
trad

ic-
tion

s in
 th

e testim
on

y of th
e p

ros-
ecu

tio
n

 w
itn

esses, b
u

t o
m

itted
 

m
ost of th

em
 an

d
 n

ever h
am

m
ered

 
a
t th

e p
a
ttern

 o
f co

n
tra

d
ictio

n
s 

en
ou

gh
 to en

su
re th

at th
e ju

rors 
u

n
d

erstood
 th

at th
e w

itn
esses w

ere 
lyin

g or u
n

reliab
le. 

• 
In

 a F
ren

ch
 film

 ab
ou

t a m
u

rd
er 

trial I on
ce saw

, b
esid

es th
e p

ros-
ecu

to
r w

h
o
 rep

resen
ts th

e sta
te 

a
n

d
 th

e a
tto

rn
ey

 w
h

o
 rep

resen
t-

ed
 th

e d
efen

d
a
n

t, th
ere w

a
s a

 
th

ird
 attorn

ey w
h

o rep
resen

ted
 th

e 
sla

in
 m

a
n

. T
h

a
t th

ird
 p

o
in

t o
f 

v
iew

 w
a
s w

h
a
t w

a
s la

ck
in

g
 a

t 
th

is tria
l. F

o
r n

eith
er th

e p
ro

se-
cu

tio
n

 n
o

r th
e d

efen
se a

tto
rn

ey
s 

w
ere in

terested
 in

 fin
d

in
g

 th
e 

tru
th

 ab
ou

t th
e assassin

ation
. 

F
or exam

p
le, R

eu
b

en
 F

ran
cis is 

a k
ey p

erson
 w

h
ose testim

on
y w

as 
n

ecessa
ry

 in
 o

rd
er to

 fin
d

 o
u

t 
w

h
a

t h
a

p
p

en
ed

 th
a

t d
a

y
. W

it-
n

esses cla
im

ed
 th

a
t 

h
e h

ad
 sh

ot 
H

a
y

er, th
a

t h
e w

a
s in

 ch
a
rg

e o
f 

organ
izin

g p
rotection

 for M
alcolm

 
X

, an
d

 th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 given
 tw

o 
o
f th

e m
u

rd
er w

ea
p

o
n

s fo
u

n
d

 in
 

th
e b

allroom
 —

 on
e of w

h
ich

 d
is-

ap
p

eared
. F

ran
cis is in

 p
rison

 on
 

th
e ch

arge of sh
ootin

g H
ayer, an

d
 

availab
le to b

oth
 sid

es, yet h
e w

as  

3I.;  
n

ot called
 to testify. 

 
A

 great m
an

y oth
er p

eop
le w

ho 
co

u
ld

 h
a
v
e h

elp
ed

 esta
b

lish
 th

e 
tru

th
 ab

ou
t th

e assassin
ation

 n
ever.: 

w
ere 

called. A
 n

u
m

b
er o

f ey
e-7' 

w
itn

ess accou
n

ts of th
e assassin

s-' 
tion

 ap
p

eared
 in

 th
e p

ress, b
u

t th
e 

rep
orters w

ere n
ot su

b
p

oen
aed

 to 
testify. 

T
h

e on
ly m

ajor fact estab
lish

ed
 

at th
e trial is th

at H
ayer w

as on
e 

o
f th

e assassin
s. M

o
st p

ro
b
ab

ly
 h

e 
a
n

d
 h

is a
cco

m
p

lices w
ere h

ired
 

k
illers. 
A

ll th
e im

p
ortan

t q
u

estion
s su

r-
ro

u
n

d
in

g
 th

e a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 still 

rem
ain

 to b
e an

sw
ered

: 
W

h
o ord

ered
 th

e assassin
ation

? 
T

h
o
se w

h
o
 h

a
d

 a
 m

o
tiv

e in
clu

d
e 

E
lijah

 M
u

h
am

m
ad

 an
d

 h
is folloW

-
ers, righ

t-w
in

g an
d

 racist organ
-

ization
s, th

e U
.S

. govern
m

en
t an

d
 

p
rivate agen

cies of th
e A

m
erican

 
ru

lin
g class. 

W
h

a
t ro

le d
id

 th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
p

o
lice p

la
y
 in

 th
e a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
?
 

W
h

y
 d

id
n

't th
ey

 p
ro

v
id

e a
t lea

st 
th

eir u
su

a
l p

ro
tectio

n
 

accorded 
M

alcolm
 X

's m
eetin

gs regu
larly? 

J
u

st a
 w

eek
 b

efo
re a

n
 a

ttem
p

t 
h

ad
 b

een
 m

ad
e on

 M
alcolm

's life 
in

 w
h

ich
 h

is h
o

m
e w

a
s b

u
rn

ed
 

d
ow

n
. 

D
id

 th
e p

olice k
n

ow
in

gly p
rotect 

on
e of th

e p
eop

le in
volved

 in
 the 

k
illin

g
 w

h
o
 w

a
s ca

u
g
h

t b
y
 th

e 
cro

w
d

?
 R

elia
b

le p
ress rep

o
rts 

stated
 th

at th
e p

olice rescu
ed

 tw
o 

su
sp

ects from
 

th
e 

au
d

ien
ce an

d
 

th
e
 m

a
tte

r
 h

a
s still n

o
t b

e
e
n

.  
cla

rified
. W

a
s th

e m
a

n
 a

 p
o

lice 
agen

t? 
 

W
ere a

n
y
 o

f th
e w

itn
esses a

t 
th

e tria
l p

o
lice a

g
en

ts o
r p

o
lice 

in
fo

rm
ers?

 It is v
ery

 lik
ely

 th
a
t 

su
ch

 a
g

en
ts w

ere p
resen

t a
t th

e 
assassin

ation
, b

u
t n

on
e cam

e for' 
w

ard
 to testify. 

 
A

ll th
ese q

u
estion

s rem
ain

 b
it 

th
e p

olice h
ave n

o d
esire to 

su
e th

em
. It is q

u
ite p

ossib
le,„th

e 
th

e fin
a
l resp

o
n

sib
ility

 fo
rth

 
assassination rests w

ith those 'W
ho 

ru
n

 th
is co

u
n

try
, a

n
d

 th
ittth

e 
p

olice w
ere in

volved
 at lelk

it -1
 

th
e exten

t "
 of b

ein
g' k

ep
t 

trent 
in

terferin
g

 
w

ith
 th

e
e, 

from
 h

u
n

tin
g for th

e real, ki ll  

M
y
ste

r
y
 N

o
t S

o
lv

e
d

 b
y
 V

e
r
d

ic
t 
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