Win a Friend, |
Vintage Mailer

. ByDavid Braaten -~
©Washington Star Staff Writer .
“Norman Mailer has leaped with his §
usual syntactical gusto to the defense §
of the embattled House Assassina- §
tions Committee, and has enlisted 28
fellow writers to join his plea for con-
tinuation of the committee’s investi- j
gations, el
In a letter sent. yesterday to the
House and to  President Carter, §
.Mailer said in effect that while the |
committee’s game is being badly !
played — and getting bad play — it's |
the onl}: game in town and the stakes |
are high, T2y it
““The select committee,” he wrote, |
“may be imperfect, impractical and
a demon for poor publicity. For all
we know, it may be riddled with
undercover men. But it is the only
investigating body we have in the
House of Representatives with the
obligation to subpoena recalcitrant
witnesses on these matters and the
duty to listen. to witnesses who have
studied the flaws in the Warren Com- .
mission report for years. s
~ “By its existence, therefore, the
committee represents a threat to
an{body who would hope to maintain
public apathy about the assassina-
tions."" . -

THOUGH CONCEDING that
practical results, such as prosecu-
tions, are unlikely from the commit-
tee's work, Mailer. stressed the “psy- |
chic value” of the investigations. ‘

' “A clear idea of the character of
the events of the recent past is essen-
tial to a democracy,” he wrote.
“Without knowledge of what hap-

ened in an event, how can one de-
ate its meaning? E :

: ' See MAILER, A-5
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- “If'we do not know whether Jack Kennedy-was
" killed by the demented act of an isolated man, or_
whether by the concerted acts of a group of con-
spirators who emgloyed Oswald as the set-up; if
we do not know whether the murder of Oswald by
Jack Ruby was an attempt to spare the First Lady
all the discomfort of appearing at a trial, or an
order that came to Jack Ruby out of the chain of
communication that ran between the CIA and the
Mafia, then we do not know which history we can
! actupon.” ’ S ; 5

Mailer told a press conference here that he per-
sonally does not believe Cuban Premier Fidel Cas-,

tro had Kennedy shot because Castro would have °

realized that it eventually would have leaked out
and meant the end of Castro’s Cuba. :

But he noted the belief in some quarters that
“the reason the Warren Commission went into the

tank’’ and pinned the assassination on Lee Harvey

Oswald alone was the commission’s fear that Cas- -

tro was involved, and that if this were brought out
it would lead to war with Cuba and possibly with
Russia. e A R rkig

HE WOULD, Mailer said, like to know the truth.

Mailer said he takes it for granted that the’
assassinations cornmittee staff is loaded with
undercover agents. Though he declined to specify
exactly what governmental body — or what gov-
ernment, for that matter — the agents are working
for, his repeated references to the CIA strongly.
suggested where his suspicions lie, i Uy 8L

His conclusion that the committee is spook-rid-
den comes, Mailer said, from reading in the news-
papers of the committee’s strange activities.

“The committee does bizarre things,” he said.
“It's important to know whether they’re doing bi-
zarre things or someone is making them look like
they’re doing bizarre things."”

i Asked what useful purpose it would serve to
determine that the FBI and/or CIA were involved
in the Kennedy or Martin Luther King Jr. assassi-
nations, Mailer said it would at least give the pub--
lic “firm knowledge” of the agéncies’ perform-
ance. '
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L7 “T'm a dilettante in these matters. I'll be pop-

hings stand now, he said, there are some
o think the FBI can do no wrong, and others
ho think “‘they couldn’t operate cleanly if it was
handed to them on a towel.” ‘ ; "

" MAILER TOOK the occasion to announce that
'he has '
ization called the Assassination Information Bu:-
‘reau. The group is a shoestring-financed collection
of five officers and “a long list of volunteers,” ac-
cording to the two young AIB men who-were
present at the National Press Club news confer-
ence. They have just opened a Washington office.
‘Mailer said that even though riddled with spies,
the House committee can still function. The under-
_cover agents won't necessarily run the investiga-
‘tion, he said, and their conflicting loyalties and
self-interest within, say, the CIA, will tend to help
“bring out the facts as the power struggle among
the agents progresses. - - Yot A
. Mailer described an organization like the CIA as
. “epic comedy’’ and ‘‘democracy in microcosmos.”
. Even in the Byzantine world of an intelligence
_agency, he said, ‘‘democracy can still sprout a
seed or two.” !

‘Assassination Information Bureau, the diminutive,
gray-haired author, looking almost .roly-poly in a
green three-piece suit, said:

‘ping in from time to time. I'll write about it, help
get funding, Maybe I'll throw a party,” '

'\ HE SAID HE would be mofe of “‘an uncle’ than
‘a central figure.in AIB. He is not, he said, equip-
ped to be an investigator. .
The 28 authors who signed Mailer's letter at his
solicitation have no connection with the informa-
tion bureau, Mailer said. =
The writers,

whose . names' were listed in

~alphabetical order after Mailer’s, are Robert Bly,

Malcolm Cowley, Will Durant, E.L. Doctorow,
Allen Ginsburg, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Richard
Goodwin, Francine du Plessix Gray, John Hawkes,
Shirley' Hazzard, Joseph Heller, Larry King, Stan-
ley Kunitz, Joyce Carol Oates, William Phillips,

ined a Cambridge-based research organ-

Asked what, exactly, he'll be doing for the-

Richard Poirer, 'James Purdy, Dotson Rader,

Muriel Rukeyser, Mark Schorer, Meyer Shapiro,
Wilfred Sheed, Francis Steegmuller, Wallace Steg-
ner, William Styron, Hunter 'I:hompson, Kurt

. Vonnegut and Richard Wilbur.



