Walter, In ad ition So the clip dng from BW on sleiler's o721 8h sataty, therc pedns to
have been a wire—service story eicup}' of woich I now havie froc the Ban Yreneiszco Chriwidci-w
of &/T/734 1 would like to be in touch witi ldm for reasons obher then secing iV there
could ve interest in by work and helping ith ite S0, 4T it iu not too wuch trouble, I
do hopm.: you can {ind time to wet an address at whieh 4 can write lim,

What always happens ﬁﬁ sowething like this gets lmown is that all the nuts with
nutty notions thoy belicve are reality lateh onto the woney, which is vomse then just
the waste ol ftlie wouey. I seriously doubt il awy of Sho poople sgdler can get to seove
on g beard will be in a position to eveluate. iwere has been co mueh ivwesponsible
bropaganda spread around as thowhk it wore the vibrant truth! Garrison aud his huners—
on are but onc cxaple of many. The unfortunate consequimoe iv tiat instead of people
being intormed they are misinformed, wnd the credibility of all exposes is widermined.
Here you will sew a relevance in suuk of the posaivilities LI have sug ested with regurd
to Homero. A1l the crazy stuff avout the CIA nwkes it loos pure and vholesoue. For all
his gocd intentions, Jarrison has been the worst single inpedinment to going past the
firat wave of books ou the JFK assassination, ie suid wlint puople wanted to usar, but le
nover could prove anythdbg he said, go nat .cr wideh of countlesy conflicting versions
is considered. snd wiat he said thut seened likely was uot even his idea, an is not
gonevally known. Wie last switeh of wdell I know is that the Yoint “hiefs of Staff rather
than the CIa itself was responsible fo: tiw JFK jobe People of all kinds ari dreaming up
all kinds of theories wid are persuaded of thieir truth by the siTection fer tiwir own
reasoning, Ulticately, this redownds vu tie benelit of {he spocks. frankly, 1 kiow of
no ongoing investigution ol the JFa asvassiuvation eochor than mine that is siorth louidng
at, I tivinit this cay be the thing Hailer is lsast likely to believe ecause hie has been
subjected to an endless din frow people he kiows aud in mauy cases uay trust. fou have
seen & stall part of oy work aus kwov its nature, Those who sre well know, like Garrison
ang “ane, having uoshing: like these thilgs. a5 you dostt inow, L have an initial grelive
of 18l yeports that make media lo ur lis: the point o a tiny pir, wore than 2000 pages
of them I've uot evven had tite to reatd. S0, I have several thiugs in wind in case you
know anyon. who lmows hin or onc of his well euough to tulid kecuing mim from another
futility an. atureciing soue interest to whev Z've done aud an doing. Mwnks and best,
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5 b AUTHORS LEAGUE ASKS WASHINGTON TO ACT ON PUBLISHING TAKEOVERS

| The Authors League of America has written to the Senate Subcommittee on Antitrust

|and Monopoly Legislation protesting what it calls "a massive wave of acquisition"

in the publishing industry and calling upon the legislators to restore some of

' the houses recently taken over by giant corporations to independent ownership.

iCiting recently announced plans by ITT to acquire Putnam, the ALA said that the

_icentralization of control represented by this and other takeovers of previously

| independent houses "is bound to affect adversely the ability of the remaining

independent publishers to compete and to survive." It deplored the decreasing

{number of outlets available to authors, particularly in the case of "controversial

|works, and suggested that big corporations were more responsive to outside pres-

| sures, political and economic, on their publishing policies than were independents.

"It is argued that these dangers are avoided because the large corporate owners

allow their publishing subsidiaries to operate independently," the ALA letter

declared, but added: "This is a temporary and often illusory safeguard. The reins

| of control gradually will be tightened." The letter was signed by Jerome Weidman,

as ALA president. A spokesman for the subcommittee said in Washington that the

|body did not intend to look into publishing takeovers "as such," but that at

| hearings in March into ecomomic concentration in various fields, it would look

| into the communications area, in which ITT figures.

}b MATLER LAUNCHES HIS "FIFTH ESTATE"

| Norman Mailer, fresh from his $50-a-head 50th birthday party Monday night ("only

\ | about a quarter the size of Truman Capote's, but at least everyone paid to come

A\ | to mine") took time out the following day to try to enlighten a puzzled press

| about his proposal for a citizen body to check on America's "secret police"--the

14 _ | FBI and the CIA. What he has in mind, he said, is a body something like Nader's

| Raiders or the American Civil Liberties Union, which could keep an eye on Govern-

— |mental surveillance activities. He has some people in mind for a steering com-

mittee to study the idea, and the "take" from his party will get the funding

16__W started. Subjects he feels worthy of study by such a group would include the
Kennedy assassination, "still a major unsolved mystery in American life," and such
rEEEEf=fEITET§§I-EVEEis as the Watergate affair and perhaps even the Eagleton case.

Stressing that he wanted only to see if anyone was seriously interested in the

18__ | proposal, and would then back out, Mailer said "I want only to be a literary man
the rest of my life. I don't trust myself to be anything else." Good news for

19__ | Robert Markel, editor at Grosset & Dunlap for Mailer's forthcoming book on

) Marilyn Monroe; he says Mailer's copy is still coming in on time, and the book is

20_ | to be a full-length one, not just a brief essay to accompany pictures of the

2 actress, ;

- \ P>  LIPPINCOTT GETS THE "PLANE CRASH CANNIBALS" STORY

“={ll | The 16 survivors of last October's Andes plane crash, who survived 70 days only
by cannibalism of their companions' bodies, have given the J. B. Lippincott

| | company exclusive world-wide rights to their story. Edward L. Burlingame, the

| firm's editor-in-chief, went to Montevideo, Uruguay, along with several other

|| U.S5. publishers, to bid for the story. The bidding involved guarantees of up to

$500,000, and Lippincott won the unanimous approval of the survivors, who have

{3uaranteed full cooperation. Author Piers Paul Read will write the book after

talking to everyone involved in the incident. He is already in Montevideo, and

expects to deliver a manuscript by September.

bt {
| i



SFC.hronicEe

Mauler

New Yurk

NORMAN Muiler, the gelf-
styled “embaitled aging
enfant terrible of the liter-
ary world,” has just turned
50, and to celebrate the ocea-
sion Monday night he threw
himself an elegant $50-
a-coupla birthday party at
the Four Seasons Restaur-
ant.

The party was intended
not only to celebrate Mailer,
but to let him amnounce the
formation of what the author
called “the fifth estate’—a
“democratic secret police.”

Faeing 500 invited guests,
the author said: “I want a
people’s FBI and a people’s
CIA — to investigate those
two” — referring fo the real
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency.

“If we have a demoeratic
secret police to keep tabs on
Washington's secret police,
which is not democratie, but
bureaucratic, we will see
how far paranoia is justi-
fied,” he continued.

Mailer’s notion was to “let
the idey sink in tonight,” and
to form a steering commit-
tee to investigate the possi-
bility of forming such a eci-
vilian secrat police,

The meaning of the Fifth
Estate, s nonprofit founda~
tion that would receive its
initial financing from the re-
ceipts of the party, was
Mailer’s secret until last
night.

The birthday party was
originally the idea of Lady
Jean Simpson, Mailer's
third wife, and Frank
Crowther, an ald friend. Ac-
cording fo Crowther, when
he suggested the party, Mail-
er at first declined, saying,
“another ego trip? Whe
needs it?" Later he decided
to use his birthday as “a
launching pad" for the foun-
dation. ;

About 5000 invitations
were  mailed Tor what
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Forms "the Fifth Estate’

Crowther characterized as
“a family and literary event
— a night for the writien
word.”

Jacob Javits, Paul 0O
Dwyer, Melvin Van Peebles,
Bernardo Bertoluc~{, Mrs.
Henry Heinz, Bohby Short,
Shirley MacLaine, Andy
Warhol, Jules Feiffer, Josa
Torres, Murray Kempton
and many other of Mailer's
writing colorts wete there.
In addition there were at
least two Mailer ex-wives,
plus his mother and his ten-
vear-old daughter,

At a news conference yes-
terday, Mailer clarified ““the
Fifth Estate.”

He said that he is regret-
ting calling the body, as he
did in his original announce-
ment, “a people’s police,”
and explained that it was
“open-ended,” with a struc-
ture and specific goals to ba
determined after the forma-
tion of a steering committee.

=y

Mailer compared the Fifth
Estate to Nader's Raiders,
the American Civil Liberties
Union and Common Cause,

As several possible areas
for investigation, he named
the assassination of John F.
Kennedy, ths Warren Com-
mission report, possible Re-
pubiican invelvement in the

' exposurc of Scoator Thomas

AP Wirephote

Five hundred guests attended a 50th biﬂilday party for writer Nor-
man Mailer (center) Monday at New York’s Four Seasons Restaurant

Eagleton’s mental history,
and the Watergate affair.
He was creating the Fifth
Estate, he explained, be-
cause “we have to face up to

the possibilily that the eoun-

try may be sliding toward
lotalitarianism . . . I have an

" absolute huge distrust of the

American government."
N.Y. Times Service
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