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H
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ST
 

P
au

l R
icca D

ies; L
ed C

apon
e G

an
g 

B
y Jean R

. H
alley 

W
aishinston P

ost S
taff W

riter 

P
au

l (T
h

e W
aiter) R

icca, 
74, w

ho took over the A
l C

a-
p

o
n

e g
an

g
 in

 C
h

icag
o

 after 
th

e n
o

to
rio

u
s g

an
g

ster w
as 

jailed
 fo

r in
co

m
e tax

 ev
a-

sio
n

 in
 th

e
 1

9
3

0
s, d

ie
d

 
W

ednesday of a heart attack 
- in a C

hicago hospital. 
R

ic
c
a
, w

h
o
 h

a
d
 se

rv
e
d
 

p
riso

n
 term

s fo
r ex

to
rtio

n
 

and incom
e tax evasion, w

as 
n
am

ed
 th

e "n
atio

n
s's m

o
at 

im
p
o
rta

n
t c

rim
in

a
l" b

y
 a

 
S

enate subcom
m

ittee in 1958. 
F

o
r y

ears R
icca h

ad
 b

at-
tled

 U
.S

. effo
rts to

 d
ep

o
rt 

h
im

 as an
 u

n
sav

o
ry

 rack
et-

eer an
d
 m

u
rd

erer, w
h
o
 h

ad
 

• lied
 ab

o
u

t h
is b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

 
w

h
e
n
 h

e
 c

a
m

e
 in

to
 th

e
 

U
n
ited

 S
tates fro

m
 Italy

 in
 

1920. 
H

e h
ad

 b
een

 n
atu

ralized
 

In
 1

9
2
8
 b

u
t h

is citizen
sh

ip
 

w
as revoked in 1957 w

hen it 
w

a
s fo

u
n

d
 th

a
t h

is n
a
m

e
 

w
as F

elice D
eL

ucia and that 
h

e h
ad

 k
illed

 m
en

 in
 Italy

, 
w

h
ere h

e h
ad

 grow
n

 u
p

 out-
side of N

aples. 
H

e
 h

a
d
 

been 
convicted 

th
ere in

 1
9
1
7
 o

f m
u
rd

erin
g
 

tw
o

 m
e
n

, a
n

d
 se

rv
e
d

 tw
o

 
y
ears in

 jail. W
h
en

 h
e cam

e 
o
u
t, h

e m
u
rd

ered
 th

e m
an

 
w

h
o

 testified
 ag

ain
st h

im
, 

fo
r w

h
ich

 h
e w

as co
n
v
icted

 
in absentia in 1924. 

"N
o

 co
u

n
try

 w
ill tak

e m
e 

p
erm

an
en

tly
, so

 I g
u

ess 
h

av
e to

 stay
 in

 th
is co

u
n

try
 

fo
r aw

h
ile," R

icca b
o
asted

 
as h

e fo
u

g
h

t d
ep

ortation
 u

p
  

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e S
u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt, 

w
h

ich
 u

p
h

eld
 th

e d
ep

o
rta-

tio
n
 o

rd
e
r b

y
 re

fu
sin

g
 to

 
bear his case. 

D
u
rin

g
 th

e y
ears, fo

rm
al  

a
p
p
lic

a
tio

n
 fo

r re
sid

e
n
c
e
 

h
ad

 b
een

 m
ad

e b
y

 R
icca to

 
m

ore than 00 nations. A
ll of 

th
em

 tu
rn

ed
 h

im
 d

o
w

n
, u

n
-

d
erstan

d
ab

ly
, sin

ce h
e al- 

w
ay's included new

spaper ac-
counts of his gangland activ-
ities w

ith
 th

e ap
p
licatio

n
s. 

H
e w

as never deported. 
A

fter com
ing to this coun-

try
, R

icca h
ead

ed
 fo

r C
h
i-

cag
o
, w

h
ere h

e b
ecam

e a 
w

aiter in
 a p

lace o
w

n
ed

 b
y

 
D

ia
m

o
n
d
 Jo

e
 E

sp
o
sito

. 
T

h
ere h

e m
et F

ran
k

 N
M

I, a 
C

ap
o
n
e h

en
ch

m
an

 w
h
o
 in

-
troduced hiin to the C

apone 
gang. 

T
he tw

o of them
 w

ere top 
lieu

ten
an

ts w
h
en

 C
ap

o
n
e 

w
as sen

t to
 jail, an

d
 at first 

th
ey

 sh
ared

 lead
ersh

ip
 o

f 
th

e h
ierarch

y
. 

B
u

t th
e tw

o
 o

f th
em

 ran
 

in
to

 tro
u

b
le

 in
 th

e
 e

a
rly

 
1940s, w

hen they w
ere con-

v
icted

 o
f ex

to
rtin

g
 clo

se to
 

$
2
, m

illio
n
 fro

m
 th

e m
o
v
ie 

in
d

u
stry

. N
itti co

m
m

itted
 

su
icid

e. R
icca serv

ed
 th

ree 
y

ears o
f a 1

0
-y

ear sen
ten

ce, 
th

en
 w

as p
aro

led
 an

d
 to

o
k
 

over as the leader of the C
a-

pone operations. 
T

h
e circu

m
stan

ces o
f th

e 
p

aro
le, rep

o
rted

 to
 h

av
e in

-
volved payoffs, w

ere investi-
gated in 1952 by the Justice 
D

ep
artm

en
t, b

u
t th

e p
ro

b
e 

eventually w
as dropped. 

R
icca's citizenship w

as re-
v
o
k
ed

 in
 1

9
5
7
. A

b
o
u
t' th

e 
sam

e tim
e, h

e ran
 in

to
 tro

u
-

b
le w

ith
 th

e In
tern

al R
ev

e-
n

u
e S

erv
ice o

v
er h

is tax
es. 

H
e w

as convicted of incom
e 

ta
x
 e

v
a
sio

n
 a

n
d
 se

rv
e
d
 a

 
p
riso

n
 term

 fro
m

 1
9
5
9
 to

 
1961. 

D
u
rin

g
 th

e y
ears, R

icca's 
role had dw

indled to that of  

eld
er statesm

an
 o

f th
e C

h
i-

cago crim
e syndicate. 

W
ith

 h
is sm

a
tte

rin
g
 o

f 
w

hite hair he w
as a conserv-

ativ
e d

resser w
h
o
 m

o
re re-

sem
bled a banker than a top 

hoodlum
 in the underw

orld. 
R

icca cam
e b

ack
 in

to
 th

e 
new

s again In 1967, w
hen he 

w
as called into federal court 

in
 C

h
icag

o
 o

n
 a ch

arg
e o

f 
ly

in
g

 u
n

d
er o

ath
 w

h
en

 h
e 

te
stifie

d
 a

t a
 d

e
p

o
rta

tio
n

 
h

earin
g

 th
at h

is in
co

m
e o

f 
$

8
0

,1
5

9
 h

ad
 b

een
 w

o
n

 at a 
race track in 1963. 

H
e had also been accused, 

b
u
t n

o
t ch

arg
ed

, o
f ly

in
g
 

w
h
en

 h
e listed

 $
9
1
,7

1
0
 in

 
1

9
5

9
, $

9
1

,9
3

0
 in

 1
9

6
2

 an
d

 
$89,816 in 1984 as race track 
w

in
n
in

g
s w

h
en

 h
e filed

 in
-

com
e taxes for those years. 

T
h
e p

erju
ry

 case ag
ain

st 
h

im
 en

d
ed

 in
 a m

istrial b
e-

fo
re a ju

ry
 w

as selected
 o

n
 

th
e g

ro
u
n
d
s th

at n
ew

sp
ap

er 
p
u
b
licity

 h
ad

 m
ad

e a fair 
trial im

possible. 
T

h
e last p

u
b

licity
 cam

e a 
y
e
a
r la

te
r, w

h
e
n
 Ita

ly
 re

-
fu

sed
 to

 issu
e ft trav

el au
-

th
o
rizatio

n
 fo

r U
.S

. Im
m

i-
g
ratio

n
 an

d
 N

atu
ralizatio

n
 

S
ervice agents to return him

 
to his hom

eland. 
R

icca, w
ho lived quietly in 

recen
t y

ears in
 a fo

rtress-
like hom

e in a C
hicago sub-

u
rb

, is su
rv

iv
ed

 b
y
 h

is w
ife, 

N
an

cy
 E

. R
icca; tw

o
 so

n
s, 

A
n

th
o

n
y

 P
. an

d
 P

au
l R

.; a 
d
au

g
h
ter, M

aria A
n
n
 P

o
n
-

zio
, an

d
 th

ree sisters, w
h
o
 

are in Italy. 


