
Who killed JFK? 

EVEN before Oliver Stone's 
controversial movie, 
"JFK," was released a lit-
tle over a year ago, opin-

ion polls indicated most Americans 
believed President Kennedy was 
killed as a result of a conspiracy. 

To many, the Warren Commis-
sion's theory that 
Lee Harvey Os-
wald acted alone 
has never seemed 
credible. 

But if, in fact, 
there was a con-
spiracy, some ex-
perts believe it 
more likely in-
volved not the 
CIA and the 
"military-indus-
trial complex" -
the villains of the 
Stone film — but 
the Mafia. 

We were re-
minded of the 
conspiracy theor-
ies by the news 
this week that 
Mafia boss Carlos 
Marcella had 
died in New Or-
leans, at age 83. 

Though he was never officially 
linked to the assassination — 
much less charged — Mr. Marcello 
certainly had a motive. Robert F. 
Kennedy, the President's brother 
and then U. S. attorney general, 
had had Mr. Marcello deported to 

Guatemala in 1961. As writer John 
H. Davis noted in his 1989 book, 
Mafia Kingfish, several persons 
who had dealings with Mr. Mar-
cello after that incident reported 
that the New Orleans crime boss 
threatened to get even — by strik-
ing first at the President. 

Jonathan 
Kwitny, a former 
Wall Street Jour-
nal reporter who 
wrote a PBS doc-
umentary on the 
Kennedy assassi-
nation, also be-
lieves that Mr. 
Marcello is far 
more likely to 
have had a hand 
in the assassina-
tion than some 
shadowy right-
wing cabal within 
the U. S. govern-
ment. 

But that theory 
doesn't 	bolster 
the political bi-
ases of Mr. Stone 
and other propa-
gandists, and for 
some reason it 
didn't attract New 

Orleans district attorney Jim Garri-
son, the hero of Mr. Stone's movie. 

Mr. Garrison died last October. 
Now Mr. Marcello, too, is dead. But 
suspicions that the Warren Com-
mission got the story wrong remain 
very much alive. 
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Carlos Marcella, left, scuffles 
with an FBI agent at the New 
Orleans airport. 


