
Law
 M

ob law
yer's claim

 fuels JFK
 controversy 

B
y B

ruce F
rankel 

U
SA

 T
O

D
A

Y
 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 —

 C
on-

sp
iracy b

u
ffs an

d
 th

ose 
skeptical about the offi-
cial explanations of P

resi-
dent K

ennedy's assassina-
tio

n
 receiv

ed
 a

 b
o
o
st 

T
u

e
sd

a
y

 fr
o

m
 tw

o
 

sources. 
• M

ob
 law

yer F
ran

k
 

R
agano becam

e the first H
O

F
F

A
 

person to claim
 a role in 

the killing H
e told the N

ew
 Y

ork P
ost 

he carried a m
essage from

 T
eam

sters 
boss Jim

m
y H

offa to M
afia godfathers 

dem
anding a "hit" on the president 

• R
ep. H

enry G
onzalez, D

-T
exas, 

said he w
ill introduce legislation to 

open sealed K
ennedy assassination 

records w
hen the H

ouse 
reco

n
v

en
es la

ter th
is 

m
onth. 
A

lread
y, th

e m
ovie 

JF
K

 is re-igniting the pub-
lic's longstanding obses-
sion

 w
ith

 th
e assassin

a-
tio

n
 a

n
d

 is lik
ely

 to
 

fu
rth

er u
n

d
erm

in
e ac-

ceptance of W
arren C

om
-

m
ission findings that L

ee 
p

h
o

to
) 

H
arvey O

sw
ald

 acted
 

alone in killing K
ennedy. 

N
early .75%

 of those 
questioned in a new

 T
im

e/C
N

N
 poll 

of 1,500 adults believe the truth hasn't 
been told about the assassination. T

he 
poll had a m

argin of error of 2.6 per-
centage points. 

T
he idea of a m

ob role isn't new
. 

B
ut, "he's w

hat w
e've been w

aiting 

for for the last 20 years —
 the older 

guy w
ho's gotten an attack of con-

science and w
ho know

s secrets," says 
Jack N

ew
field, w

ho interview
ed R

a-
gano for the P

ost. 
B

ut Steven B
rill, author of T

eam
-

sters, says R
agano "w

as a peripheral 
figu

re. ... H
offa d

id
n

't ord
er th

ose 
gu

ys to d
o an

yth
in

g T
h

ey ord
ered

 
H

offa.... W
hen he forgot he w

as their 
tool is w

hen he got killed." 
R

agan
o says h

e n
ow

 b
elieves h

e 
conveyed a fatal m

essage from
 H

offa 
in early 1963 to Florida m

ob boss San-
tos T

rafficante and N
ew

 O
rleans m

ob 
boss C

arlos M
arcello. 

T
he story supports the conclusion 

in 1979 of the H
ouse Select C

om
m

ittee 
on A

ssassinations that M
arcello, T

raf-
ficante and H

offa had the "m
otive, 

m
eans and opportunity" to kill the 

p
resid

en
t T

h
e p

an
el n

ever q
u

es-
tioned R

agano. 
A

 panoply of conspiracy theories 
have flourished from

 alm
ost the first• 

reports of K
ennedy's shooting right-

w
ingers in D

allas, the M
afia, C

astro, 
the Soviet U

nion, the C
IA

 and the FB
I 

have all been "linked" to the crim
e. 

H
offa's daughter, B

arbara A
nn 

C
rancer, 53, a M

issouri adm
inistrative 

law
 judge, says that R

agano has other 
m

otives. 
N

ow
 appealing a second tax-eva-

sion conviction, he "is a desperate and 
very sick

 m
an

"
 tryin

g to sell "
h

is 
books by attacking a dead person. 

"N
ow

here in m
y heart do I believe 

m
y,father is capable of doing such a 

thing" says C
rancer, w

ho is battling 
the Justice D

epartm
ent to open F

B
I 

files on H
offa's 1976 disappearance. 

er Says H
offa Told 2 M

ob Bosses to H
ave President K

ern 
.if !M

y G
eorge L

ardner Jr. 
it 

et  W
ash

in
gton

 P
ost S

taff W
riter 

A
 ItA

T
E

P
 w

ho once represented T
eam

-
sters prz egfent Jim

m
y H

offa said yesterday 
that H

aifa lad him
 tell tw

o M
afia bosses in 

early 19687to have P
resident John F

. K
en-

nedy killed; 
..T

am
p

a !law
y

er F
ran

k
 R

ag
an

o
 said

 o
n

 
A

B
C

's "G
ood M

orning, A
m

erica" that he 
"thought it w

as a joke" but later becam
e con-

vinced that it w
as serious. H

e told the N
ew

.  
Y

ork P
ostpw

hich first reported on R
agano's 

allegatiO
nsgT

uesday, that he w
as w

illing to 
repeat hisustory under oath to a congression-
al com

m
ittee. 

R
agam

outho w
as close to the tw

o M
afia 

bosses,;Sagos T
rafficante of T

am
pa and C

ar-
los M

arcegp of N
ew

 O
rleans, once ridiculed 

the idea that the tw
o m

ight have been in-
volved w

 the assassination. 

A
ccording to, an A

pril 11, 1967, F
B

I re-
port, R

agano told agents in an interview
 that 

he had been driving through N
ew

 O
rleans 

w
ith M

arcello and T
rafficante w

hen the car 
radio blared out the latest item

 about D
istrict 

A
ttorney Jim

 G
arrison's investigation of the 

K
ennedy m

urder. 
R

agano, w
ho w

as in the back seat, said 
T

raffican
te listen

ed
 fo

r a m
o
m

en
t, th

en
 

turned to M
a- rcello and stated: " 'C

arlos, the 
next thing you know

, they'll be blam
ing the 

president's assassination on -us.' " 
T

he H
ouse A

ssassinations C
om

m
ittee, af-

ter an inquiry
- in the late 1970s, concluded 

that K
ennedy "w

as probably assassinated as 
the result of a conspiracy." T

he com
m

ittee 
said that M

arcello and T
rafficante had "the 

m
otive, m

eans and opportunity" to take part 
in the m

urder, but the panel said it. had no 
direct evidence against them

. 
R

agano, 68, now
 w

riting his autobiography  

and appealing a three-year-sentence for in-
com

e tax evasion, did not testify before the 
com

m
ittee. H

e w
as T

rafficante's law
yer as 

w
ell as H

offa's for m
any years, and w

as 
p
resen

t w
ith

 1
3
 to

p
 M

afia b
o
sses fro

m
 

around the country, including M
arcello and 

T
rafficante, w

hen they w
ere arrested at a 

Q
ueens, N

.Y
., restaurant in 1966 to discuss 

w
hat police described as "m

atters of national 
im

portance" to organized crim
e. 

R
agano could not be reached for direct 

com
m

ent yesterday, but he told the N
ew

 
Y

ork Post that he delivered H
offa's m

essage 
to T

rafficante and M
arcello at a m

eeting in 
the R

oyal O
rleans H

otel in N
ew

 O
rleans a 

few
 days after m

eeting , w
ith H

offa at T
eam

-
sters h

ead
q

u
arters h

ere. T
raffican

te h
as 

since died. M
arcello is 81 and reportedly suf-

fering from
 A

lzheim
er's disease. 

A
ccording to the N

ew
 Y

ork . Post account, 
R

agano told them
, "Y

ou w
on't believe w

hat 

H
offa w

ants m
e to tell you. Jim

m
y w

ants you 	
T

his 
to kill the president." Instead of laughing, 	

sought 
R

ag
an

o
 said

, M
arcello

 an
d
 T

raffican
te H

o
ffa. 

"looked at each other in a w
ay that m

ade m
e m

ovie 
u
n
co

m
fo

rtab
le. . It m

ad
e m

e th
in

k
 th

ey
 M

A
W

' 
already had such a thought in their m

ind." 	
1975. 

A
 few

 m
inutes after the N

ov. 22, 1963, 	
spectil 

assassination, R
agano said H

offa called him
 	

convict 
and asked: "H

ave you heard the good new
s? the m

e 
T

hey killed the S
O

B
." R

agano said he had 
dinner w

ith T
rafficante that sam

e night and 
T

rafficante offered a toast to K
ennedy's 

death. 
O

n A
B

C
 yesterday, R

agano said H
offa, 

w
ho w

as under indictm
ent for jury tam

per-
ing, w

anted P
resident K

ennedy killed be-
cause of the "G

et H
offa" efforts of A

ttorney 
G

eneral R
obert F

. K
ennedy. "If B

obby w
as 

killed," he said the president m
ight sim

ply 
have appointed som

eone w
ho w

as "m
ore vi-

cious." 
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A
ccording to an A

pril 11, 1967, F
B

I re- 
port, R

agano told agents in an interview
 that 

—
 h

e h
ad

 b
een

 d
riv

in
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s 

!am
-  w

ith M
arcello and T

rafficante w
hen the car 

rdaY
 - radio blared out the latest item

 about D
istrict 

!S
 in A

ttorney Jim
 G

arrison's investigation of the 
K

en- K
ennedy m

urder. 
R

agano, w
ho w

as in the back seat, said 
o
n
 T

raffican
te listen

ed
 fo

r a m
o
m

en
t, th

en
 

: h
e
 	

turned to M
arcello and stated: " 'C

arlos, the 
con- next thing you know

, they'll be blam
ing the 

N
ew

 president's assassination on us.' " 
ino's 
g

 to
 

;ion- 

lafia 
C

ar-
uled 
I in- 

T
he H

ouse A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee, af-
ter an inquiry -in the late 1970s, concluded 
that K

ennedy "w
as probably assassinated as 

the result of a conspiracy." T
he com

m
ittee 

said that M
arcello and T

rafficante had "the 
m

otive, m
eans and opportunity" to take part 

in the m
urder, but the panel said it had no 

direct evidence against them
. 

R
agano, 68, now

 w
riting his autobiography 

H
offa Told 2 M

ob Bosses to H
ave President K

ennedy K
illed 

and appealing a three-year-sentence for in-
com

e tax evasion, did not testify before the 
com

m
ittee. H

e w
as T

rafficante's law
yer as 

w
ell as H

o
ffa's fo

r m
an

y
 y

ears, an
d

 w
as 

p
resen

t w
ith

 1
3

 to
p

 M
afia b

o
sses fro

m
 

around the country, including M
arcello and 

T
rafficante, w

hen they w
ere arrested at a 

Q
ueens, N

.Y
., restaurant in 1966 to discuss 

w
hat police described as "m

atters of national 
im

portance" to organized crim
e. 

R
agano could not be reached for direct 

com
m

ent yesterday, but he told the N
ew

 
Y

ork P
ost that he delivered H

offa's m
essage 

to T
rafficante and M

arcello at a m
eeting in 

the R
oyal O

rleans H
otel in N

ew
 O

rleans a 
few

 days after m
eeting w

ith H
offa at T

eam
-

sters..,headquarters here. T
rafficante has 

since died. M
arcello is 81 and reportedly suf-

fering from
 A

lzheim
er's disease. 

A
ccording to the N

ew
 Y

ork. Post account, 
R

agano told them
, "Y

ou w
on't believe w

hat 

H
offa w

ants m
e to tell you. Jim

m
y w

ants you 
to kill the president." Instead of laughing, 
R

ag
an

o
 said

, M
arcello

 an
d
 T

raffican
te 

looked at each other in a w
ay that m

ade m
e 

uncom
fortable. . . . It m

ade m
e think they 

already had such a thought in their m
ind."'  

A
 few

 m
inutes after the N

ov. 22, 1963, 
assassination, R

agano said H
offa called him

 
and asked: "H

ave you heard the good new
s? 

T
hey killed the S

O
B

." R
agano said he had 

dinner w
ith T

rafficante that sam
e night and 

T
raffican

te o
ffered

 a to
ast to

 K
en

n
ed

y
's 

death. 
O

n A
B

C
 yesterday, R

agano said H
offa, 

w
ho w

as under indictm
ent for jury tam

per-
ing, w

anted P
resident K

ennedy killed be-
cause of the "G

et H
offa" efforts of A

ttorney 
G

eneral R
obert F

. K
ennedy. "If B

obby w
as 

killed," he said the president m
ight sim

ply 
have appointed som

eone w
ho w

as "m
ore vi-

cious." 

T
h
is is n

o
t th

e first tim
e R

ag
an

o
 h

as 
sought to capitalize on his relationship w

ith' 
H

offa. In 1982, he m
ade efforts to produce a 

m
ovie about "the life and death of Jim

m
y 

H
offa," w

ho w
as presum

ably m
urdered in 

1975. R
agano sold percentages of the pro-

spective profits to local investois. H
e w

as 
convicted for failing to report. $107,000 of 
the m

oney he took in on his 1982 and 1983 
tax returns and sentenced last year to three 
years in prison. T

he m
ovie w

as never m
ade. 

In a related developm
ent, form

er H
ouse 

A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee chairm
an L

ouis 
Stokes (D

-O
hio) said he is actively exploring 

the possibility of releasing all that is "releas-
able" from

 com
m

ittee records put under a 
50-year seal. H

e said he is disturbed by O
l-

iver S
tone's m

ovie, "JF
K

," and its charges of 
governm

ent involvem
ent in a conspiracy to 

kill K
ennedy and to cover it up: 


