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JF
K

 D
eath

 P
lot P

lay D
efen

ded 
P

arody L
am

poons the Johnsons and K
ennedys 

B
y M

O
R

T
 Y

O
U

N
G

 
W

o
rk! Jo

u
rn

al T
rib

u
n

e
 S

to
l,  

A
n off-B

roadw
ay play, "M

ac-
B

ird
,"

 w
h

ich
 im

p
lies th

a
t 

P
resid

en
t J

o
h

n
so

n
 p

lo
tted

 
John. 

F
, K

ennedy's assassina-
tio

n
 a

n
d

 ca
sts S

en
. R

o
b

ert 
K

en
n

ed
y as a p

ow
er-h

u
n

gry 
avenger, 

w
as d

efen
d

ed
 tod

ay 
by its co-producer as "thought 
provoking." 	

- 
T

h
e p

lay w
as called

 "
taste-

less"
 b

y a p
rin

ter, Jay R
osen

-
b

latt, w
h

o refu
sed

 to ru
n

 off 
p

rogram
s for th

e free verse 
P

arod
y. w

h
ich

 lam
p

oon
s th

e 
Joh

n
son

s, th
e K

en
n

ed
ys an

d
 

A
dlai Stevenson. 
M

iss Ju
lia C

u
rtis, co-p

ro-
d

u
cer of th

e play,  com
m

ented 
th

at, "
th

is is on
e of th

e b
est 

th
in

gs ab
ou

t a play, if som
e-

body finds som
ething offensive 

ab
ou

t it. T
oo m

u
ch

, th
eater is 

in
 good

 taste—
an

d
 is terrib

ly 
dull."  

it.' T
h

ey can
 attack

 Joh
n

son
's 

p
olicies. I cou

ld
n

't care less,"
 

R
osen

b
latt in

sisted
. "

B
u

t to 
P

aint the m
an as a conspirator 

is crazy, lu
n

acy. It's w
ron

g. 
S

om
eb

od
y h

as to say it b
efore 

th
e p

lay op
en

s, n
ot afterw

ard
 

w
hen it's already done." 
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"M
acB

ird" first appeared In 
P

rin
t last year as a free verse 

p
am

p
h

let of satire, w
ritten

 b
y 

M
rs. B

arbara G
erson w

hen she 
w

as a student at the 'U
niversity  far, 20,000 copies have been sold 

across th
e n

ation
. 	

#
 

T
he script depicts 'P

resident 
and M

rs., Johnson as M
acB

ird 
and L

ady M
acIlird, parodies of 

S
h

ak
esp

eare's M
acb

eth
 an

d
 

L
ad

y M
acb

eth
 w

h
ose overw

e-
en

in
g am

b
ition

 lead
 th

em
 to 

m
urder D

uncan for his crow
n. 

A
lth

ou
gh

 h
ew

in
g closely to 

th
e  S

h
ak

esp
earean

 version
, 

M
rs. G

erson has turned "M
ac-

b
eth

's"
 th

ree w
itch

es in
to an

 
elderly liberal, a beatnik and a 
B

lack
 M

u
slim

 w
h

o in
ton

e -- 
instead of "bubble, bubble

, 
 

"B
urn, baby, burn." 

W
itches !assure M

aeB
ird that 

h
e n

eed
 fea

r n
o
 m

a
n

 "
w

ith
 

beating heart or hum
an blood." 

M
acB

ird
 th

en
 arran

ges . th
e 

m
urder of K

en O
'D

uno (P
resi-

dent K
ennedy). 

L
ady :M

acB
ird is portrayed 

w
ith all the single-m

inded vic-
iousness of L

ady M
akB

eth. B
ut 

in
stead

' of th
eju

tile w
ash

in
g 

o
f a

 b
lo

o
d

y
.,  "dam

ned 
spot," 

L
ady IvlacB

ird
7W

alls; "Flow
ers 

b
y th

e road
ak

le,,41an
t ..th

ese 
flow

ers, ..L
et 	

th
e lan

d
 b

e 
lined w

ith living 1:1.porns.%
 , 

M
acB

ird
 fin

alli2d
ies :o

f a
  O

'D
unc is about to skew

er him
. 

T
h

en
 R

ob
ert O

'D
u

n
c reveals 

th
at h

is fath
er h

ad
 rep

laced
 

h
is an

d
 K

en
 O

'D
tm

c's h
earts 

w
ith steel and their blood w

ith 
"

an
tisep

tic b
rin

e"
 to fit th

em
 

for "roles of w
orld, authority.", 

T
he 25- year - old authoress, 

M
rs. G

erson, and her husband 
n

ow
 live in

 B
rook

lyn
. S

h
e Is 

w
riting a second'play, w

ith the 
help of a $5,000 grant from

 the 
Y

ale S
ch

ool of D
ram

a, ,w
h

ich
 

sh
e w

on
 as a...result of w

riting 

.. • 	
, 

T
h

e p
rod

tie:ers h
ave raised

 
$30,000 f r O

tti 51'2:backers to 
stage th

e p
lay at th

e V
illage 

G
ate, 180 B

leecker St. It opens 
reb

.'8, said
 D

oroth
y R

oss, th
e 

d
ated

 w
ith

 It. I'm
 ash

am
ed

."
 of C

aliforn
ia at B

erk
eley. S

ci In
 th

e op
en

in
g scen

es, th
e 

;T
h

ere are lim
its an

d
 som

e=
 

body's got to say—
enough, hold 

h
eart attack, 

1ttg44. as R
obert play's publicist. 

R
o
sen

b
la

tt, w
h

o
 p

rin
ts 

"Show
card" in his plant at 588 

N
in

th
 A

ve., exp
lain

ed
 h

is d
e-

cision w
as not a business choice, 

b
u

t a h
igh

ly p
erson

al op
in

ion
. 

"
I'm

 sh
o
e k

e d
,"

 h
e sa

id
. 

"
R

ea
lly

 ro
ck

ed
. T

h
ey

 d
o
 a

 
parody on the M

acbeth them
e, 

w
here M

acbeth is M
acB

ird and 
M

acB
ircl is ob

viou
sly L

yn
d

on
 

Johnson. It's the w
orst possible 

taste. I d
on

't w
an

t to b
e asso- 


