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He Made a Difference

“Of the innumerable’ people; who
knew Al Lowenstein, and who were:-
‘Weeping Friday  night , when - we -
learned he had been shot and killed
In New York, | was far from the clos-
-est confidant. I was just one of many
Wwho, with some reason, called them-
,Belves.“a friend of-Al's”—one mem-

“ber of that small army wl;'qsé .l'iyeq ‘heﬁ ;

bad changed,. |
«..1 Temember how sleepy a_place -
Stanford was, politically, when he ar- -
rived there as an associate dean dur-
ing my sophomore year, nearly two -
decades ago. It was clear from the
first time you met’ him -that : he
.,couldn’t be pigeonholed. ‘One day he
- would be defeating a. South African -
“ofticial in'a debate on apartheid, with
devastating logic'and quick wit. The -
‘next - day the ‘head "of ‘an Eastern -
" European government-in-exile would ;.
_be telling a conference of astonished :
campus conservatives that' Al Lowen-
stein was the most effective opponeént
of communism in America; ‘A liberal 3
‘in-the-finest-sense. of. that: tradition, ..
he.was both colorblind-and a _patriot. +
- - ‘He fought racismi, not racists—the lat-
. -ter, he always thought, might be con-
verted. He fought the abuse of :Ameri. .-
can-‘power, . not ‘America. He ‘wore i
Coggt o : W e

_ The w“tef formerly undersecre-
tary of the Navy, pragtices law in
* Washington 7% .0 70

‘WAS]

- on foreign’

rep

Years with pride, -+ S
His targets among_ the  stidents

were . the : bright-eyed  Midwestern

Ps,. the jocks, the serious éngin. .

eers, the people: like me, who nor-

mally, would never. have thought, of
getting

Tights or any of his other passions, He

. wenlt where they were—thé frater-

g
H

“ !

nity houses, the ‘gyms (he’ was. a
superb. wrestler), the reli
meetings. His message was always the

involved_ in__politics, civil |

gious-group |

same, ‘whatever the particular issue -
that fired him up that month: you

can make a difference, make the sys-

tem work, get outside yourself, there
is‘a_lottobedqne: v o

He had no instinct for the jugular, |
a trait that probably doomed his own '

political career, He was, never really
comfortable or happy working to 132_- :

mote himself during his own cong
sional
ing-those--armies-ofcollege-:
hind some larger cause, such as racial ,
justice, , v, Lol 8 b ) el
.. The political liche, “Don't get mad, ,
get éven,” was entirely alien to Him—- N
he always allowed for the possibility’’
of redemption: He'd come back again -
and again. If you disagre
forelgn policy, h¢
volved ‘With " cly

After a few years, when you got
martied and went to graduate school |

Eampaigns, 'and he was never.
- as good at that as he was at mobiliz- *
i kids-be~:




y ex-
/pect you’ to miake the grand sacrifices
‘of time needéd to go organlnfe voter
regxstrati_on dnvw and the ik ‘wn th

ways hopelessly chaotic and’

=date; so.you-were forevergetting pos Ln-

. ¢ards mailed on bis last trip to South
Africh four ‘months late, fox-wardﬁill :

g ]
“'been told to ‘call you and ask you if
you could pick Al up at the airport in
halt an hour.and take hun to so-and-

'so’s apartment, As.you drove to the . Sophom: wﬁ.l’weﬁmm“g“ Bis t“te".u:”'
airport in the’ ¢ of the night, . lage and he entered middle age, it.

yowd: wonder if you weren"
for all this. But the 20
with him were ‘always-worth it. - demic or author he somiétimes trxed
temng to hirn’ describe his newat 101 be, “but:"a" peripatetic one-man
= school ; for “sever;




