Sengressusn Trent lott Rt, 12, frederiek, Hd. 21701
House of Representatives 3/22/7T7
.m D-c' m15

Desr Congressman Lott,

Tour comusnts on the assassinatisns comrmittee 6 I cannet call it an investigatione
troubls me much. 1 Mmow, of course, only what is gquoted in the serning paper.

I got the impreseion that on the one hand you know you are being hud and on ths
other you fear trying to do anything about it. -

Well, you are bedng had, 1'm dismayed that all the lawyers in the House can't see
this and establish it %o their owmn satisfaction from their imowledge of the law. Iou
have been paying this sideshow for six months and what has 1t sccomplished in that time?
Fas it begun to establish the corpus delectl? Without duing this can it even begin to
conduot anything you or any other Eember can call en investigation? On either crime?

I§ there any limit %o the number of threats agsinst each victim it can flash in
your faces snd thus intimidate you? e known threats are in the thousands. 41l
these thousands cammot have killed ' President or Dr, Adng. This comziitee and
Dick Sprague in particular =t set out goi to establish ithose basic faots that could
eazily be sstablished after agresing to do this. Instead it alao began with precon~
ceptions as irresponsibly as all other prior officizl inguiries of any nature and no
less indecently thaa those like Sgwk “sne whol have besen milicing speskiny engagements
with the most parangié of fabrications thet need only excite the audiences and thus
sttract sor: fees and public attsation.

Lane is merely an exsnple, sppropriate in this case because bhe has alrsady com-
sercialized the conning of you (comwittse and Uongress) into aix figures. “e is an
example because what “elegete auntroy got from him and uced unguestiondngly is garbage,
as is the Morrow menufacture I'm astounded adults with any sophistication hed no
questions about.

You did sporove an "investigation® from a presentation of fictiens. Now you ab-
dicate farthur by asking no guestions, seeking no truths, permitting yourselves to be
indizddated by a series of staged lesks of the irrelevant, in each cmae guised as the
recult of the commdiitee's own original work. Rather then investigatory derring-do it
is plain ordinary plaglarism, Neme of it is new and new is relevamt,

I have dome moet of the resl work done by others than officials on both erimes. in
inquiry of the ldbrary of “ongress should satisfy you on thia, or of the federal courts
in Washington. Evem your own files, for ene of your constdtusnts, them a law studems,
saw you and told you that if you over have sny questions abou: the JFK assassination
to ssk me, The Yepartment of Justice told the fedsral court in my 0.A.75-226 that 4 lnow
moye about ths JFK assassination ani the FHi's investigation of it thasm snyons in the FAIL,
In Ho. T5=2021 the federsl zpyeals court held that what I do servea not only my interest
but that of the nation. iy work differs from that of those you see in the aewspspers in
that I do not theorize idly about limitless conspiracies. Without seeking persomal pub-
ldedty I do try to establish fact. To & large degree 1 have.

When asked I offered all of my work to this committee subject enly to its being
reaponsible, It never asked a thing of me until this past Baturday when it all over
sgain establiashed that it ia no better than Kaystone Eops. I did force some baslc evi-
dence in the Eing assaseination on it last Jotobsr but you'd newsr kmow thiz frem the
transcript of the committes session at which it was misrepresente: to the femburs. low
after six mouths, afte- 1 teld counsel where a2li the officiel court records are, sven
the names of the clerks of the court, it did not have even the readily-svailsble public
records. “hat it asked me for 3prague bas ‘ackmowledged it is got pregered to use or under-
stand and I tell you repreants his persistence in what at best is the deliberately impro-
per, the use of the lawyer Eay says coerced him into pleading guilty to establish Ray's



alleged guilt as the shootar. «hat else can the wily farcy Foreman say vhen it is he
wlo prevsnted any trial by really coercving the guilty plea, negotiating it directly
with the judge, which is improper, and then pegotiating the marimm sentence possible
and caliing it s comprowise? #hat else can he do when in another case he has been
charged by the federal government with the identdosl ofifenge, shutting e cliemt wp?
In thet case for 100,000,

But what irind of investizaters are you ziving oy mopnsy to when Insix months they
have not had the gumpticn to write ak letter to the clerk of the federal court in Yeme
phis and askr for a zsrox of the premsture depaaiumquemﬁy Fereman that is om file,
a deposition enginesred 2s a substitute for his porscmal apresrance in open court and
prior to the essential discovery?

iWhat kind of counsel has Sprasue selected when juat yesterday, following the
Saturday call, the lawyer second in charge of the so-called King investigation told
me he had not read the extraordinarily slim comuddtise ruzort vecause il was filed a day
or tuo Nexm before he went to work for the committee? (If you or he had read thet report
you'd know it presume’s Ray's guilt without svea the claim 10 an investigation.)

and so today the heaclice-h unting Sprague is questioning kay witheut knowing what
to zek him sbout amd totally w«ithout concern for lezal proprieties. Hy knowledge sf
both is personal and comes from pe-sonal mestings and correspondsnce with Sprague. Have
you as a3 Hember no coneern that the prestige of the “ous e is used in this manner and
for the unhidden purpose of bambeelzing vou further, from today's paper begloning with
another 32,500,0007

Sprague’s offense, as & lawyer and as your rejsesentative, is evan greater because
he knows that “ay is nc lenger raticnal and is depparmte. I have spent more time with
Ray tham any of his counsel. ¥y eorrespend:snge with him apd his fapdly aslsc is greater
than that of any other. I conductsd the investigation that led %o the successful habeas
corpus petition and the investigstion for the unsuccessful evideniimwy hesring, In the
hearing and subject to cross-exardnstion there is no doubt that it was proven that the
factusl sllezations against fay as the ghooter wers totally destruyed, The judge held
that the iseus was not guilt or innocence but had Foreman coerced Ray. On this the
phonsy liberal judee elscted to ignore all the evidence and the refusal of Foremen and
others te comply with his discovery orders or to sppsar and testify. lest Hovember
Spregue told ne and Ray's counsel, Jin esar of Washington (484-6023; 225 5557) that he
had told his counsel not to read the briefs of bgth sides because that would somshow
prejudice those lawyers he parscually selected! 13 was theu that L fold hin Ray is not
rational :n. was supported in this by lesar. So %today your Perry “mson is guestioming
the wen whose mind has been influenced as you should oxpect when he is the Aserican who
has spent most time in selitary confinement., If any rcal work bas been deme tc prepsre
for this questioning it camiot have been done by Sprague, He is the headline-grabber.

It is not easy for me t0 oppose a “omgressionsl investigzation becaus: mine wes the
firgt bock on the Yarren “cuuission amd it concludes with the hope that the Uengress
would hold 2 full and open investigatien. Sut 1 must oppose this cue becaunse it is not
an investigation, is daliserately dishonest, beging with preconceptions amd is 2ll in
secret except when it needs to influwence the Congress, when it engsges in spectaculars
thet are without establizhed relevance. I am certein that all you were given in secret
was gecret mo the commdttee would not be exposed for what It is, a fraud tryng again to
defraud your commitiece. ] am certain i can vaperigze most if not all the representations
made X to you wven though I do not kmew what e single ome is, 1 know these subjects as
nobody 2lse docs. I &m certain George lerdner will coniirm that I told him this past
Saturday night, as scon as the newest super-spsctacular uas mired, that the paus of that
men is ~liften Baird and that I bad satisfied ayself in 1975 that if he were credible,
as 1 thought he was not, his allegmtions wore npt relevant to the actuel killing . Un-
lems AP used a story based on iheir ¢sll to me yesterday, “gird’s oaze is still an up-
neeesssry secret, a nom-secret, in faet, except for the further deception of the pecple
and of ths Longresse



Before it i too late I ubged you to satisfy yoursolf. Ask me what you wili,
check what I will tell you in eny «zy you see fit. I an more tham willing tc do thig
inconfrontsation with those who are deceiving you and have all along,

4All the reports I receive is tuat the comcditee and the leadershbp have decided
that the “ongresa will not pormit the Warren Comwission or its Report to be questioned.
4t is clzimed that this weuld be unacceptable.

Unlese this ia Jome thers can be no invagtization,

#ore, tbmﬂﬂhamﬂmﬁmoftbehlﬂngﬂufﬂu“ﬁumm
for all that is wreng in the JFX case, Tnis has taken pretiy extrems form, as with
lane mnd Fauntvey ir blaming the FAI for the iing sessssination,

“f those agemcies are hald to sccount for what they d8d do, not for what all the
nute imegine they did, 1% should be sufficdant for the natlon and in my bclief for the
@ood and the futures of those agencies.

There is oo wey of establishing fact and truth without addressing the performance
of the Warren Vomnission. The late chist Justice should b» no more sacred a cow than
the lade J. kdgar Hoover.deither the pertissns nor the oproneate of either politieal
view ordain "truth."

In recent weeks I have undertaien to inform the Speaker. He has ne interest in
being informed, being content with having - quiteoveioualy ~ been #isinformed,

1T there now sesus to be little reason to hope the “omgress will net be intdirddated
and steaxrollsred into mtmﬁnguhatullmuandthammnﬂ.umm, I de
take this time to offer what help I emm 4o those of the Rules coxittee who would wamt
%o be abls to evsluate the representations made o it, If 1t desires I will help it
te the degree of ny capsdility,

sinceraly,

Herold Yeisbery



