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Giancana show 
worth a rerun 

"SAM GIANCANA is buried in Chicago 
next to the fat/ter who used to tie him to a 
tree as a kid and beat him," goes a line in 
Giancana's "biography" on A&E. 

This week's "Godfathers" series on the 
cable network offered up the history of the 
Chicago mob king. If and when A&E runs 
this one again, don't fail to watch. You'll 
never see a more perfect one-hour explana-
tion of (1) the very squeaky narrow election 
of John Fitzgerald Kennedy, (2) the failure 
of the invading Cuban patriots at the Bay of 
Pigs, (3) the murder of the president in 
Dallas, (4) the assassination of brother 
Bobby Kennedy as he took the road to the 
White House, and (5) the germination of the 
whole tragedy when an arrogant, rich. boot-
legger father set up his sons' fatal connec-
tion with the mob in the first place. 

Do you perhaps think, as I do, that the 
famous Warren Commission findings on the 
JFK assassination were the blind leading 
the blind? You would if you saw the than-
cana segment on Biography. It was all there 
— clear, if not exactly simple. 

IN JANUARY'S issue of Vanity Fair, I 
wrote the saga of how JFK used his young 
lover, Judith Campbell, to carry money and 
messages to Giancana. Yet many naysayers 
still question Judith's veracity and scoff 
when she says that Kennedy felt she was a 
"safe" conduit to Sam. But A&E makes it all 
inescapably logical. 

The Kennedys tapped the mob to assassi-
nate Fidel Castro, promising to give back its 
Cuban casinos when the Communist leader 
was eliminated. Giancana did everything to 
get Jack Kennedy elected in Chicago. After 
he was, by a mere 9.000 votes, Giancana felt 
he had JFK in his pocket. The CIA (via 
Robert Maheu, who appeared on the Biog-
raphy special) made the government's offer 
to Chicago's Giancana, Vegas' Johnny Ros-
setti, and the underworld kingpins of Louisi-
ana and Florida. 

The president, uncertain of the CIA, then 
used Campbell- to take money to We mob, 
then to carry his own personal "kill Castro" 
messages to Giancana. The CIA helped 
Cuban exiles invade Cuba, promising them 
air cover. Thinking the CIA incompetent, 
feeling it had goofed, JFK called off the air 
support. The Cuban patriots died on Cuban 
beaches. 

Bobby Kennedy, the attorney general, had 
hated the Mafia for years and despised 
union king Jimmy Hotta, whose Teamster 
money had built the casinos of Vegas for the 
mob. When Bobby went after Hoffa and the 
Mafia, 	stirred up an embittered Gian- 
cana. Having the president "in his 'pocket" 
had not paid off. 

So the Mafia arranged for its New Orleans 
branch to set up the murder of the 35th 
president in Dallas. Members of the Mar-
cello crime family said openly that the presi-
dent would be hit. One of them bragged 
they'd get "a nut" to do it for them. And Lee 
Harvey Oswald died saying he'd merely 
been a "patsy." Jack Ruby, who shot Oswald 
before he could talk, had connections to the 
Chicago mob and begged the Warren Com-
mission to bring him to Washington so he 
could speak. It refused. He died, and some 
think his death from "cancer" was some-
thing else. 

IN MY Vanity Fair story, what could not be 
proved or verified was Judith Campbell Ex-
ner's assertion that about a year before 
JFK's death, she found herself pregnant 
with his child. She said that Giancana ar-
ranged for an abortion to be performed at 
Chicago's Grant Hospital. Exner has always 
thought and hoped that the release of Gian-
cana's phone conversations and other tapes 
would prove this. But many still think she is 
just a sensation-seeker. 

ABC-TV. has already proved that Exner 
did indeed have a pregnancy terminated at 
Grant Hospital on the dates she says she 
did. And now I hear that the Church commit-
tee has known for years — but kept it secret 
— that she had JFK's baby aborted to save 
it, herself, and the president from total 
scandal back in 1962. 

I expect to be able to prove that the 
committee sat on this information for years, 
refusing to let Exner's assertions and un-
pleasant truths be confirmed. But it may 
take a little more time. 

Liz Smith writes for the Los Angeles 
Times Syndicate. 
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Ties Backed 
In A&E Series 
1 	am Giancana is buried in 

Jar Chicago next to the father 
who used to tie him to a tree as a 
kid and beat him," goes a line in 
Giancana's "Biography" on A&E. 

This week's "Godfathers" se-
ries has now offered up the history 
of the Chicago mob king. If A&E 
runs this one again, don't fail to 
watch. You'll never see a more per-
fect one-hour explanation of (1) the 
very squeaky narrow election of 

• John F. Kennedy, (2) the failure of 
the invading Cuban patriots at the 
Bay of Pigs, (3) the murder of the 
president in Dallas, and (4) the ger-
mination of the whole outrageous 
tragedy when an arrogant father 
set up his sons' fatal connection 
with the Mafia in the first place. 

In January's issue of Vanity 
Fair, I wrote the saga of how JFK 
used his young lover Judith Camp-. 
bell to carry money and messages 
to Giancana. Yet many naysayers 
still question Judith's veracity and 
scoff when she says that Kennedy 
thought she was a safe conduit to 
Giancana. But A&E makes it all in-
escapably logical_ 

According to A&E, the Kenne-
dys tapped the mob to assassinate 
Fidel Castro, promising to give the 
Mafia back its Cuban casinos when 
the Communist leader was elimi-
nated. Giancana did everything to 
get Jack Kennedy elected by a mere 
9,000 votes in Chicago. Then Gian-
cana felt he had JFK in his pocket. 
The CIA made the government's 
offer to Chicago's Giancana, Ve-
gas' Johnny Rosselli and the under-
world crime bosses of Louisiana 
and Florida. 

The president used Campbell 
to take money to the mob and to 
carry his own "kill Castro" messag-
es to Giancana. The CIA helped Cu-
ban exiles invade Cuba, promising 
them air cover. Thinking the CIA 
incompetent, JFK called off the 
air support. The Cuban patriots 
died on Cuban beaches. 

— Los Angeles Times Synci,cate 
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Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 

Reference: F80-1042 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

In the course of their processing your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request regarding the John F. Kennedy Assassination, the Department of Justice 
located two CIA documents and referred them to us for our review and direct 
response to you. 

We have completed our review of the documents and have determined that a 
letter with attachment dated 23 September 1965 may be released in Its 
entirety. A copy of the document is enclosed at Tab A. 

We have further determined that a memorandum with attachment dated 
14 May 1962 may be released in segregable form pursuant to FOIA exemptions 
(b)(3) and (b)(6). A copy of the document and an explanation of exemptions 
are enclosed at Tab B. 

The official responsible for this determination is Lee E. Carle, 
Information Review Officer, Directorate of Operations. You have the right to 
appeal this decision by addressing your appeal to the CIA Information Review 
Committee, in my care. Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis 
of your appeal. 

Enclosures 
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MEMORANDUM FORThe Hons. blc Robert F. Itenned 

The Attorney Gonoral 
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In  accordance with your reptant of 11 May 

1962, 1 am forwarding  hcrnwith, in thu ott.tchnd 

sealed envelope, a Top Secret memorandum by 

Colonel Sheffield Fdv..arde, Director of Security, 

setting forth the facts on which we briefed you on 
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CENTRAL INTE 	c. 	AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

14 May 1962 

F4.2 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: 

c'.3.UBJECT; Arthur James Ballettitt al Unauthorized Publication 
or Use of Communication. 

1. This memorandum for the record is prepared at the 
request of the Attorney General of the United States following a 
complete oral briefing of him relative to a sensitive CIA operation 
conducted during the period approximately Angst 1940 to May  

1961. In August 1960 the undersigned was approached by Mr. , i 1  
Richard Bissell then Deputy Director for Plans of CIA to explore ficiihi 6144'  
the possibility of mounting this sensitive operation against Fidel .c. t:iL l 
Castro. it was thought that certain gambling interests which had 	. 
formerly been active in Cuba might be willing and able to assist 
and further, might have both intelligence assets in Cuba and 
communications between Miami, Florida and Cuba. Accordingly, [i. u4ik 
Mr. Robert Maheu, a private investigator of the firm of Maheu 
and King was approached by the undersigned and asked to establish 
contact with a member or members of the gambling syndicate to 	FILE 
explore their capabilities. Mr. Maheu was known to have accounts IL a 
with several prominent business men and organizations in the 
United States. Iviaheu`was to make his approach to the syndicate 
as appearing 'to represent big business organizations which wished 
to protect their interests in Cuba. Mr. Maheu accordingly met 
and established contact with one John Rosselli of Los Angeles. 
Mr. Rosselli showed interest in the possibility and indicated ho 
had some contacts in Miami that he might use. Maheu reported 
that John Rosselli said he was not interested in any remuneration 
but would seek to establish capabilities in Cuba to perform the 	

ickt 0  desired project. Towards the end of September  Mr. Maheu and 
Mr. Rosselli procceded.to Miami where, as reported,Mahou.a.vii
introduced to Sam Gianca,na of Chicago. Sam Gianca 'a arrangeda—  96  , 
for Maheu and Rosselli to meet with a "courier" who a• siol.ai,•lboaickii: ii.:silc, 
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and forth to ilavana. From information received Lack by the 
courier the proposed operation appeared to be feasible and it 	r/0 
was decided to obtain an official Agency approval in this regard. 
A figure of one hundred fifty thousand dollars was set by the Agency 
as a payment to be made on completion of the operation and to be 
paid only to the principal or principals who would conduct the 
operation in Cuba. Mahcu reported that Rossclli and Giancana 
emphatically stated that they wished no part of any payment. The 
undersigned then briefed the proper senior 'officials of this Agency 
on the proposal. Knowledge of this project during its life was kept 111) 
to a total of 	person") and never became a part of the project 	w, k)k 
current at the- time for the invasion of Cuba and there were no 
memoranda orithe project nor were there other written documents 
or agreements/,‘  ns,_,project was duly orally approved by the said 
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(senior officials of the Agency. 

2. Rosselli and Mahcu spent considerable time in Miami 
talking with the courier. Sam Giancana was present during part., 
of these meetings. ' Several months after this period Mahcu told me 
that Sam Giancana had asked him to put a listening device in the 
room of 
At that time it was reported to me that Maheu passed the matter 
over to one Edward Du Boise, another private investigator. It _  
appears that Arthur James_ Balletti was 4scovered in the act of 	1 
installing the listening device and was arrested by the Sheriff in 

. Las Vegas, Nevada. Maheu reported to me that he had referred 
the matter to Edward Du Boise on behalf of Sam Giancana. At the 
time of the incident neither this Agency nor the undersigned knew 
of the proposed technical installation. Maheu stated that Sam 
Giancana thought that 1111111111111111111Prn.ight know of the proposed 
operation and might pass on the information to 111.1111111111111 

At the time that Mahcu reported this 
to the undersigned he reported ho was under surveillance by agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, who, ho thought, were 
)xploring his association with John Rosselli and Sam Giancana 

i incident to the project. I told Maheu that if he was formally ap- 
. ?roached by the FBI, he could refer them to me to be briefed that 

lie was engaged in an intelligence operation directed at Cuba. 

3. During the period from September on through Apiil 
efforts were continued by Rosselli and Maheu to proceed with the 
operation. The first principal in Cuba withdrew and another principal 

41. 
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wad selected as has.  been briefed to The Attorney General. Tea • thousand dollars+ was paused for expenses to the second principal. Ile was further furnished with approximately one thousand dollars worth of communications equipment to establish communications between his headquarters in Miami and assets in Cuba. No monies were ever paid to Rosselli and Giancana. Maheu waz paid part of his expense money during the periods that he was in Miami. After the failure of the invasion of Cuba word was sent through Maheu to Rosselli to call off the operation and Rosselli was told to tell his principal that the proposal to pay one hundred . fifty thousand dollars for completion of the operation had been definitely withdrawn. 

• 4. In all this period it has been definitely established from other sources that the Cuban principals involved never discovered or believed that there was other than business and syndicate interest in the project. To the knowledge of the undersigned there were no "leaks" of any information concerning the project in the Cuban community in Miami or in Cuba. 

5. I have no proof but it is my conclusion that Rosselli and Giancana guessed or assumed that CIA was behind the project. I ne-ver met either of them. 

6. Throughout the entire_period of the project John Rosselli was the dominant figure in directing action to the Cuban principals. Reasonable monitoring of his activities indicated that he gave his best efforts to carrying out the project without requiring any com-mitments for himself, financial or otherwise. 

7. In view of the extreme sensitivity of the information set forth above, only one additional copy of this memorandum has been made and will be retained by the Agency. 

• 

ey.;i171d Edwards  

1 

Copy 	 •••••- 
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