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- ¥r, CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, 123 Wenst Madison Street, Chicago,
Il1linois, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Headquarters at
12:05 a.w., April 5, 1968, Mr. ESKRIDGE was advised of the
interviewing Agent's idontity and of the mature of the matter
under investigation,

Mr. ESKRIDGE, who identified himelf as General Counsel
for the Bouthern Christian Leaderchip Conference, advised that
he arrived in Mempbis, Tennessee, at approximately 11:30 a.m,
on April 4, 1968, Heo stated he had been with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR, during a poriion of the day on April 4, 1968, and at
about 5:45 p.m, was standing in the parking area of the Lorraine
Motel when Dr, KING walked out of his motel room onto the second
floor balcony of the motel and leaned over and began to discuss
bis dinner engagement with other persons who were standing below
the balcony.

Mr. ESKRIDGE stated he wap standipng with his back to
Mulberry Strecet and was facing Dr, KING when he heard to his
right rear a sound like a firecracker, He looked to his rear
momentarily to see if soweone were behind him and when he looked
toward Dr, KING again he saw him lying on his back on the balcony.
Mr., ESKRIDGE said he bheard only one shot fired and he recalled
that Dr, KING was standivg in front of his motel room at the
time he was struck., He stated he believed the shot came from
the area of tho houses overlooking Mulberry Street or from the
high grass in the yards which were behind the houses ovorlooklng
Mulberry Btreet.

Mr, ESKRIDGE stated he had been standing in the parking
area of the Lorraine Motel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes
prior to tho shot and he hod not obaerved anyone in the area who
hoe believes might have fired the shot, He said he did not know of
anyone who wished to harm Dr. KING and he stated he had no other
Iinformation which bhe felt might assist in identifying Dr. KING's
killer,
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