
M
em

phis M
otel here K

ing Shot Is Sold 
iL

\O
-%

 
B

y M
ichael J. T

ulum
ello 

S
pecial to T

he W
ashington P

ost 

M
E

M
P

H
IS

, D
ec. 13—

T
he L

orraine M
otel, 

site of the 1968 assassination of the R
ev. M

ar-
: tin L

uther K
ing Jr., w

as purchased today by a 
group that says it plans to use the property for 
an international civil rights :,m

useum
 and - a 

shrine to K
ing. 

W
ith the help of a last-m

inute $50.000 loan 
g
u
aran

tee, th
e M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 M

em
p
h
is 

M
em

o
rial F

o
u
n
d
atio

n
 b

o
u
g
h
t th

e m
o
tel fo

r 
$
1
4
4
,0

0
0
 at a p

u
b
lic au

ctio
n
 at th

e S
h
elb

y
 

C
ounty C

ourthouse, about a m
ile north of the 

assassination site. 
K

in
g

, a fo
rm

er N
o

b
el P

eace P
rize w

in
n

er, 
w

as sh
o
t to

 d
eath

 o
n
 th

e b
alco

n
y
 o

u
tsid

e h
is 

L
orraine room

 on A
pril 4, 1968, by Jam

es E
arl 

R
ay, w

ho is serving a 99-year sentence for the 
killing. 

A
 crow

d of about 100 onlookers applauded 
w

hen the sale w
as declared final. 

"I feel terrific," said attorney D
'A

rm
y 

head of the foundation, adm
itting that he w

as 
w

orried that the property w
ould he bought by 

som
eone w

ho w
anted to raze the structure and 

use it for com
m

ercial or speculative purposes. 

G
rou

p
 P

lan
s to U

se F
acility 

A
s a M

u
seu

m
 an

d
 a S

h
rin

e 

"T
h

is is a h
isto

ric site," B
ailey

 said
 o

f th
e 

L
orraine. "It's w

here D
r. K

ing's journey ended. 
W

e n
o
w

 h
av

e an
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 m

ak
e th

is a 
first-class, shrine honoring a great w

arrior for 
freedom

." 
T

he auction w
as required after ow

ner W
alter 

B
ailey, unrelated to D

'A
rm

y B
ailey, defaulted 

o
n

 m
o

rtg
ag

e p
ay

m
en

ts. F
o

u
r p

erso
n

s p
artici-

p
ated

 in
 th

e b
id

d
in

g
, an

d
 tw

o
, w

h
o
 w

ere n
o
t 

id
en

tified
, d

ro
p
p
ed

 o
u
t b

efo
re b

id
s reach

ed
 

$100,000. 
F

red S
auer, ow

ner of the first m
ortgage, bid 

$
1

4
3

,0
0

0
 b

u
t d

ecid
ed

 n
o

t to
 d

riv
e th

e p
rice 

h
ig

h
er, alth

o
u
g
h
 h

e said
 h

e w
ill lo

se ab
o
u
t 

$30,000 on the auction. 
"It's th

e b
est th

in
g
 fo

r th
e co

m
m

u
n
ity

 an
d
 

everyone involved," he said. 
T

he $50,000 loan w
as arranged through the 

T
ri-S

tate B
ank of M

em
phis. H

alf of .the loan is 
backed by the M

em
phis local of the A

m
erican 

F
ederation of S

tate, C
ounty and M

uncipal E
m

-
p

lo
y

es, w
h

ich
 also

 d
o

n
ated

 $
2

5
,0

0
0

 fo
r th

e 
shrine. T

he other half w
as hacked by the L

ucky 
H

earts C
osm

etics C
o., D

'A
rm

y B
ailey said. 

"W
e got the bank com

m
itm

ent on the court-
house steps," he said. 

T
he foundation plans to raise m

oney to pay 
off the loan, then begin a nationw

ide cam
paign 

to
 raise sev

eral m
illio

n
 d

o
llars to

 b
u
ild

 th
e 

shrine and m
useum

. 
T

h
e L

o
rrain

e is in
 a g

rim
y
 area so

u
th

 o
f 

dow
ntow

n M
em

phis. M
any of the w

indow
s in 

surrounding buildings are pocked w
ith holes or 

covered w
ith shutters or iron bars, 

S
till, th

e L
o
rrain

e rem
ain

s an
 attractio

n
. 

T
w

o or three dozen cars carrying the inquisitive 
of all races and from

 all parts of the w
orld pass 

the m
otel on an average day, a m

otel clerk said. 
F

or $15 a night, one can still rent a room
, ex-

cept for the one occupied by K
ing on the day 

he w
as killed, R

oom
 306. B

ailey said he does 
not expect the L

orraine to continue operating 
as a m

otel for m
ore than a few

 w
eeks. 

T
h

e clerk
, w

h
o

 ask
ed

 n
o

t to
 h

e id
en

tified
, 

said an average of five or six room
s are occu-

pied nightly. 


