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+ . With the _56 of a ?mvasza $50,000 _o@:.

,m:mamzi the Martin Luther King Memphis

 Memorial Foundation 'bought the motel for

“ $144,000 at a public auction at’ _%m.mrag .,

: County Courthouse, &35 a mile 599 & ?a ;

assassination site, )

King, a former Zowm_ wmmnm T..ﬁm winner,

; was shot to death on the balcony ‘outside his
1 Lorraine room on April 4, 1968, by James Earl
' Ray, who is ...m_.sﬁm a mm w.mmn %288 EH the
E::..n ) il

A erowd of about Sc ou_carmnm,_%_zmca&
when the sale was declared final.

“I feel terrific,” said attorney D’Army ma_&._ ]
+ head of the mc:E_msc:. admitting that he was

i Eo:.._& that the property would he bought by
8583 who wanted to raze the structure and

:wa it for SEEE.Q& or %mn:_mssw u:..cammm.
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Bailey, unrelated to’ U;:.aw Bailey,

mw_mre. although he said. |
~ $30,000 on the auction. _
LT the ' best thing for the 853_5;«. and
everyone involved,” he said,

w44 Thi um m w_mﬁo:o site,” mm__mw., wma om 35
. Lorraine..

“It’s where Dr. King's journey ended,

We now wwé,m: opportunity to make this a

 honoting a.great warrior. Mon
b

ﬁ_ auction was mE:. ired after owner Walter

ergons partici-

_‘n&mm in the wa&:m_ and tw ,_.s_s were not
identified, %%c& o_: g».o..? 9% am&_&

$100,000. T
Fred Sauer, ossm_. om the ,ﬁ:ﬁ Bo.,ﬁmmm _.a
$143,000 but decided not to drive the price
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The $50,000 lodn was arranged F_..o.cm_._v zﬁ
Tri-State Bank of Memphis. Half of the loan is
cmar& by the Em_:vra monn_.a. the >=§.§=

defaulted

. _o_.w Shot Is Sold

m,m%_.m:c: c_. mﬁa 025&. m:m Ecsn_u& Em-
~ ployes, “which also donated $25,000 for the
shrine. The other half was backed by the Lucky
Hearts Cosmetics Co., D'Army Bailey said.
“We got the bank 8:5.=§m=.,. on the court-
- house steps,” he said. !

~* 'The foundation plans to raise money to pay
off the loan, then begin a nationwide campaign

shrine and museum,
- The Lotraine is in a grimy area south of
downtown Memphis. Many of the windows in

vered with shutters or iron bars.

“of all races and from all parts of the world pass
 the motel on an average day, a motel clerk said.
- For $15 a night, one can still rent a room, ex-
cept for the one occupied by King on the day
he was killed, Room' 306. Bailey said he does
_not_expect z_o_ Lorraine to continue operating
as a motel for more than a few weeks.

: .E._n clerk, who mm_snw.:o" to be identified,
.ma an Ea_smm of five or m_u.._oosn are occu-
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o raise several million n_o__ma, to build the

_surrounding buildings are pocked with :o_mm or

~ Still, the Lorraine remains an mz._.mo:o:. ;
g A{a or three dozen cars carrying the inquisitive




