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Rev. BERNARD SCOTT LEE, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia, was interviewed at the Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, in the presence of Lt. TOM MARSHALL, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department. Rev. LEE voluntarily furnished the following information: 

Rev. LEE stated that ho came to Memphis on April 3, 1968, with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and had been staying at the Lorraine Motel since his arrival. He was registered • in Room 205 and was alone in that room. He advised that Dr. KING was registered in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY, and their room was immediately above him and one door south of his unit. 

Rev. LEE stated that he and Dr. KING and all members of their party had boon around the Lorraine Motel most of the day. He advised that he dreeced for dinner and left his motel room at approximately 5:45 to 5:50 P.M. and wont to the court yard of the Lorraine Motel where he joined other members of the staff of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and local community people. LEE stated at that time he was standing about three feet from the steps on the north end of the court yard which led to the second floor of the motel. He said he saw Dr. KING come out of his room at approximately 6:00 P.M. and Dr. KING walked out __on the balcony in front of that room. Rev. LEE stated about that time his attention was directed to two female workers, names unknown, who were following one of the staff cats of SCLC am they drove into the Lorraine Motel. He said as he wan looking at these individuals, he heard a shot and knows that the shot came from across the street in front of Dr. KING's room and which would be coming from the west. Rev. LEE said he immediately realized that this was not a fire- cracker and that it was a.uhot from a high caliber rifle. He said he based this on his experience in the U. S. Air Three and pointed out that he ban fired the 11-2 carbine as well an the .22 caliber rifle. lie said be immediately knew that this was not a blast from a shotgun but from a high caliber rifle. Rev. LEE stated he immediately looked toward the 
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buildings which we:0 to the west of him but said he did not see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings who could have fired that shot. He said he only recalls fleeing some white police officers who had shotguns but knew at the time that this shot was not from a shotgun but from a high caliber rifle. Rev. LEE said he turned and looked at Dr. KING and saw ,  
that he had fallen back and was lying on the floor of the balcony. He said he believed that he saw Dr. KING's hands leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicated to him that Dr. KING was leaning over the balcony rail at the time of the shooting. Rev. LEE said he saw Rev. YOUNG running up the steps which were on the north end of the motel leading up to the second floor, and he immediately started to where Dr. KING was, following behind Rev. YOUNG, He said when he reached Dr. KING, Dr. KING was lying on the balcony floor in a large pool of blood. lie advised that he could tell that a bullet had torn out a section of the right side of Dr. KING's face between the high cheek bone and the 
lower bone of the Jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an ambulance and he said an ambulance appeared on the scene 
shortly thereafter. 

Rev. LEE pointed out that he only heard one shot and is of the positive opinion that this shot came from a high powered rifle and definitely not any type of a shotgun, He advised he did not see anyone fleeing the area around the motel who might have any connection with the person who shot Dr. KING and stated that at the time of the shooting he did not see anyone on the balcony of the motel with Dr. KING, 

Rev. LEE continued by advising that the only in-dividuals he can identify by name who were in the court yard of the Lorraine Motel at the time of the shooting were Rev. ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, and Hr. SOLOMON JONES. Rev. LEE stated that thero were other individuals at the motel at the time of the shooting but he cannot 
identify them by name. Rev. LEE stated thut Rev. ABERNATHY was in Room 306 at the time of the shooting and was probably the irst person to arrive at Dr. KING's side after the 
shoo ing. Rev. LEE stated that when he arrived at the place wher Dr. KING was lying, Dr. KING was unconscious but did atte vt to make some sounds which he could not understand. 

4;4r4r#C4A4VES47-741:F•44-014, 0474*-141°0/"KaPA•tg!.67C 	/•. 1" 	"ftt," " #.4 

 



ME 44-1987 a 
Rev. LEE advised that Dr. KING was put in an ambulance, and Rev. ABERNATHY accompanied him to the hospital. 

Rev. LEE advised that he has no idea who is responsible for shooting Dr. KING and said be noticed nothing at the time of the shooting which might be of value to identify this individual. He reiterated that he was not looking at Dr. KING at the time be was shot but was looking in the area of the court yard around the Lorraine Motel. He stated these are all of the facts that he can recall at the present time regarding the shooting of Dr. KING and the events which happened immediately after the shooting. p. 
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