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Two members of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther .King's group we 
looking directly into his face 
when the shooting occurred 
and saw him smile for the 
fast time. 	. ' 

"We were both standing 

down on the packing.loz look- 

ing up at him as he stood on 

the balcony (of the secor.:: 

floor of the Lorraine Motel 

facing Mulberry)," s a LI 

Chauncey Eskridge. 

tine confident and attory 
for King's. Sat.e. Caris-
tian Leadership. Cor.ference. 
The other zr.an was a Mem-
phian, Solotr.or. Jones. :74 
Vance, who had ncted as 
King's chauffeur for the past 
two days. 
-King was about to go to 

dinner as a r,t..r.7t 
lic,:me of 
;Cy'Les, pt..itor of 
B;ipt,st Church, %%cr. he 
stepped nut Oa the ba:cor.y 
shortly after C, p.n...., Esk-
ridge said. 

am rzl.dy to 
gn. Sur: ;he 

1<in:I  
starte.l 
it runnir.;. 	 ar.d 
looked 1.;) 

"You had 
coat, Dr. 	hoe.-a.st  it • 
Ls turae.'. cot..." 

	

Dr. W.1.11;; 	Iked 
rabhcci 	 1.:ca 

..-1cv:a a: Jo...es, 	y.  
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He smile:: t.a.Ja....et 
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"He had a kind.: .:,ucpr:sad 
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King clutched at his neck as 

he fell. 	 —• 

Jones said he looked 
his shOutrier. and about ?.3 
feet away he saw a rn:.n 
jump our of son bushes and 
run. 

He had soraethirT. %vhite 
on his face," joties 

'Esluidge 	;I:Ln't see 
the man r---;1;;, because he 
concentrated his eacrgic..;. on 
gettina up the stairs to help 
Xing. • 

"His eyes were close.ii, and 
though: he was ec:;.e. thvn," 

Eskridge said. 
voice 

v.as 	:ave. SC: 
full of We art: fun 
Haw cn 	;hi:. have 
happene::?" 

Standir,z with King 	:lie 
baicony sevet:a! feet away 
was the P" 10-isizJati:soz, 
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.,Jesse weat. arid gat a 
bianItet 	Pat :t ov2r 	 
If Dr. Kt: ever sai,1 nay- 

thing 	Ite was 
raut.t have said it ix. ::ay. 
Sacitsim. La 1 dor:t. 

e...4." 
EtVtrie-ge said :le was ir, 

Dr. 	sulte at 5:-.;.) . . 

and 
teteras: incluziing 

repn:t a'aat.t a coir.;:rainie 
,in the 

• cha ..... her ;n 
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