A museum with a dream
Clvzl-nghts _struggle told in motel where King dzed

By Jack Schnedler

Special to the Daily New: 1 -
MEMPHIS — A square hole about -

as big as first base gaped in the re-

cently poured concrete floor of the

balcony outside Rooms 306 and 307
at the former Lorraine Motel.

“We found Dr. King's bloodstains =

~ still on the old concrete, and I felt

they should be preserved,” explained
Judge D'Army Bailey, the gmdmg
force behind the new National Civil

~ Rights Museum at the motel site. “So.

= *‘But it was a great and glorious
time in U.S. history. We were carry- -

" that piece of concrete will be put
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¥ ~ Baton Rouge, La. He was elccted last

5 cans andchangmg thlsnanon in the

T.hc molel %herc Martin Lut er

King Jr. was shot to death by James
Earl Ray on April 4, 1979, opens

Sept. 28 as the country’s first l‘ull- ki
: - tional remembrance” for the stmggie
“to break down racial barriers in the

- fledged civil-rights museum.
“To many Americans, the czwl—

rights era of the 1950s and '60s is

now a remote period of the past,”
said Bailey, who was expelled from
Southern University in 1962 for his
. 1ole in protests against

_ fall to the Tennessee bench.

ing out our ~destiny as black Ameri:

'I'he Nanonal le nghts Muse-‘

tion in  operated by
_Civil Rights Muscum Foundahon.
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um, a project nine years in the mak-

mg. aims "m bring these dreams to
life™ and “to provide a focus of na-

South and across the country. It was
built with $9.2 million in funds from
the state of Tennessee, the city of -

Memphis and Shelby County, to be
the

it Lorraine /|

Like the civil-rights movement it-
self, the museum has been the fo-
s of controversy, Visitors to the
te on Mulberry Street, just south
ufdownwwn Memphls. rnay encoun- :
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