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An Gpen Letter to Bill Moyers
THE WALL STREET TOURNAL, TUESDAY, JULY 5, 1¢

By ARTHIR SCtiEnNGER Jr

Deur Bl

No une can question the power of televi-
slon to wnfurm. {0 elurate. to perauude -
and 1o mivkend. AS a0 Matsran, [ Have
therefnre walched the reoent cutpounng of
quasi-hiuloncal essave on o the Uny screen
with mixed feelings Litte 18 more effee.
Hve than a respanasihie teievision rendilion
of hiatory: lite mnre mischizvous than an
Irrespunsibie rendition.

One must distingosh, { suppose, be-
tween dramatizattons and doctumentsries
When aulors impersunate nixtormeal fig-
dres. the viewers know /1 trust) that they
are nol really sesing Truman lire Macar.
thur but some re-snacted version thereof
Thid 3 nol hotory but histancal ficlion
Yet even a television drema, lUke 3 good
historical novel, sught to pay  decent ra-
spect o the facis If 0L 15 rue;, tor exampie;
that e acene moa receat show depicting
Joe McCurthy in his hozpienl ward raving
like & lunatic was made up, thal o sureiy
inexcusabie

Docurnentaries rase siarper (aoes of
respunsibility They dhow ia resl peaple In
newsclip o interaew and purpor! (o tel] us
what sctually happened A documentary
reprenents itsell not as fiction but as Mis-
tory [1 demands o be judged therefore at
the least by the standards of god popular
nisiary

Your anow aon June i), “The ClA's Se-
cret Army,  was i Righly effective mece of
television, Hawnea Johnson of The Wasn-
Ingron Post called |t “the most paweriul,
disturbing telavision newn apecial I'va aver
seen I left powerful and lsturtwng im-.
presains wn the minds of the asudience
“The broadeast was nolable,” swd The Na.
ten tadmiringly i, ftor the stroag coneiu-
slons it terced upon lhe viewer ' Amuong
the conciugions forced un The Nalton wera
thut Julin Kennedy was ‘“determined to
bring [Castrs] duwn by whatever dreudiul
means incisding the use of gangetera and
avery refinement ot the aasassin # art’’ and
thul the missile crivia was “lhe renmill of
Hennedy's nwn Sungled attempts a
ellminale Fidel Custen, '

Suich alagedly nard-neaded newspapers
men aa Jimmy Breslin 1 "this stary about
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Hernedy trying o have Cadirs sanpssi. -

natec’ | and Miles McMiln 1 a shocking
and slmost unbelevable stuty of the assas-
mnation conspiracy on the part of the Ken-
nedya’' | carie awiy Wil e same Impres-
slons, Nune of ese commentialora ap-
peared o khow any mare about theve |aei-
denta tham you care o teil them in your
show. Haymes Johnson wno once wrots an
rexcellent book on the Eay of Pigs. did
know more and cnitttzed your show as
‘sngularty one-dimensicnal’ and as “bad
hlstory © Moat of yoo© viewers thaugh,
shared the |gnorance af Messrs Breslin
and MrMiin. pot tne tncwisige of Mr
Jetinaun, They relled on you for a balanced
preseniation of facts

A Friend nf the Kennedys

[ write this with some raziuclance be-
cause | am udiiciently known as a friend
3 the Kernedys and run the risk of having
anything T say ‘ilacauntsd for that resson. |
might perfinpe 4dd that | regard the secret
war agninat Cloa as a blot on the Kennedy
admuuastration and eminently warth expa-
sure and condemnation. But the svailable
facta refute your porirall of the Kennadys
aa ln Haynes lomnson's wordd, “'the vil-
lains of the plece the agenis of decail
andd, of rourve, the instigatora of assnastng-
tan

Take, far examjie, tha ssanssination
question. You concece thut the CTA sel sut

to murder Casiro webl sefore Kennedy tenk
office thnt |t Rirsd the Matly for this pur
puse in ihe Elseancwer duministration Bt
you da ot say, a3 & Luromnded Ristonan
woLkl, THat Aet & scintila of Bird svidence
hna ryvér emerged to show that Kennedy,
or Esennower for that matler, authomzed,
or even knew about, the IJTA murder Bots.

Juhssin apparently hnew as tte whst i
iTA was up 6 s niz predecesaur b
ATWWT)
Wurle Apirt fenm rre’y judgment of the
cier of the Kennedys, thrre are
circumatantinl reasons to uncline
| tnat they knew nathing abdoat C1A 5 contin-
ng asswusinalon activity  fohn McCons,

You try to deal with this problem npy ' Uie C1A director. did not know abaut (L His

putting Richard Bissall of the CLA hefore | subnritinates deliberulely ¥epl kim in the
the camera Lo talk 800Ut & presumed presi- | 4ok Wondd these subordinates have toid

Board of Contnbutors

Little 15 more effective
than a responsiiile televiiion
rendition of hstory; Gttle
more nuschievous than an
srresponsble rendition,

dential wish that yueh abnorrent operitons
be iteiuabie Bul why did you not aisa inter-
view, flar exampte, Thomas Parrott, the
1A olficer wno served an secretary aof the
Specral Growp” Mr  Parrott told  the
Churzh Commiltes  that Allen Dulles’s
pracice a3 hewd of CTA was Lo thaisg an
apecilic orders rather than “‘theit ap-
proval © Mr  Purrott said he ftound Mr
Bissell's theary ot the cireumlecutious ap-
proach “hard o believe ™ Mr Blasell um-
self charictenzed Ms own theury when he
tzstfied before the Church Committes s
o meore than "my guess  This s prety
cnayul avidence on which o make the maoat.
damiung innuendo about Presidents %
Shept S ieiidin — o=

You say, correctly, that the TTA brisfed
Rabert Kennedy about the Mafia piot in
12 You do not say (hal the reason they
Briefed fim wan, not 1o rejoice with Rim in
their explotts, but o ge! him o call off the
prasecaiian of Robert Maheu, & CIA asso-
cate. i3 wiretapping case Kennedy, voy
say, "may Aave thaught the plot hud been
dsconunued. Sl his response was in-
structive.” May have thought? The man
who Jid the brieling testifled unequvocally
tnat ne foll Kenreay ‘the activity had -

| _termindted 7 A8 for Kennedy's re-
spunse the Griefer snid, I you hdave seen
Mr Hennedy'z eyes gel ateely and hia jaw
sel and Ay volce gel (ow and precise, you
get a deflnite feeling of unhuppiness. ™

Your progrem imples thatl the cale-
brated Dperation Mongoose nsd am one of
its nbjectives the assassinatdon of Castro
In fact, \this t2 all in the Church Commit.
tee reportt i objectives were Inteiligence
2l sabalage, never the assassination of
Castro You =ay 'hat Mongoose 'almed for
tha pvertarow of Cusiro by Dxtnber |92 '
In faci. that target dale was o Mure an
A& propowal It wrs never approved as a
Margoose objective You lntrodices bale-
tully a reference tn  sensitive work' in 4
W2 memorandum By General Lansanle,
the man in nominal charge of Mangoose,
without qunting General Lansdale s state-
ment o the Church Commitiee that this
_phrade dld aot refer to assassination and
thal e ‘never (ook up aashasination waith
elther the Atworney Genaral or the Pres-
dent.”

You imply that the assassinatlon at-
tempur dll came (0 an and with Kennedy's
deatn] there were, yoill Say, 'N0 tew assas-
snallon plots ™ Yet. huving read the
Church Commitiee report you must %e
well awarn thal the TIA Kept irylog ta kill
Costrs 0 the summer af 188 Lyndon
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the Kennedys—and then told them nst to
tell Mr McCone, their ntimate friend?
There i (he probiem too of the Bay of
Plgs pnisoners, whom the Keanedys were
determined to hring out of Cuba. Nathing
wowd nave dosmed these prisoners more
surely than an assassination allempt un
Castro And there = the fact, wiich you In-
explicably omit, that the Kennedys in tha
sutuntn of 1943 were actually exploring tha
normalizauon of Amencan relations with
Castr: ul the same Ume that the CTA was
aull trying Lo kil him, You cowd have put
our friend Wiliam Attwood of Newsday on
the acresn o Lell that stary. A3 an Amen-
can ambussador at the UN, he waa the oftl-
eial cunducting the explorations,
Castra & Rhrushchey Argued

Yuur kiatory s slipshod and polemical.
Do vou really hellave. an yau seemed to
2ay, that, if Keanedy hud not cancelled an
wr stmke, the Bay of Pigs would have aue-
cended”? That 1.7 men on the beachhead
woidd nave def=ated Castea's 200 0600 men
As for the [dea thal the secrat war csused
the misaie oIS, vou surely know that,
though Castro wanted Saviel arms he did
not want  nuclear milssiles. Khrushchey
warited tham in Cuba far hia awn ressons.

TWhen Castro and [ talked aboul the prob-
fam,” Knruahchev said in his memoirs,
“we argued and argued Our argument
wad very heated, Bul in the end, Fidel
agreed with me' - The nuclear missiles
were nstalled—and the misatle crisis ra-
sulted —becaise Khrushchey wished Lo ai-
ter the world’s balance of pawer, not be-
cuune Castro wished prolection against
Kennedy
The tmplicit messzge of your program
i really the exculprtion of the CIA. You
. pressnl an obedient, compllant agency
hrst ints excesa by the bludgeorings of
the Kenredyn, Yet repedted investigations,
internal and £xi2rnal. have shown tha: C1A
cperntives nad plenty of muatve of their
own. Thay atarted planning the Castro as-
sasslnaticn and appmached the Mafis be
fore they even informau Mr. Dullés, not to
menton anyone higner and as we have
se=n. they never infarmed Mr. McCone
ihey were conllnuang the warx.

As early us 1988, Danid Bruce and Bob-
ert Lovett reporied fo ine Preatdent's
Board ot Coraultanis on Foreign Intelli-
gente ASUviliea, “Na ane, diher than ose
in the CIA immedistely concerned with
their day to day opwralion. has any de-
taied knawledge of 'what i3 going on.” The
Board (t3ell the next year described tha
CIA’s covert action branuh as “operafng
for the most part on an awoncmous and
Iree-wheeling basis ' In the last month of
the Elsernower adminlstraton, I called
for "4 lolal redssessmend of our covert ac-
tion puldcies.  The TIA was a rogue ele-
phant from way back T am serry w0 jee
you fall for It lsteat dlsinformation gam-
paign
Flagrant One-Nidedness

The llagrant cne-zidedness of your show
o ditflgult to understand. In your two
hours you sereened 18 [nterviews, af which
L1 were sell-serving talks wiit farmer CIA
people and their Cudban spooia—neariy all
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presented as if tese ware Renorable wit.
Nesdes wrose word was gespel. ' The arlier
thred wers Castro. Somoza and Senacor
Margan. | T am astorished 1hal in the jntes

"rY Knuatedres
able about those events uic five the squw
at ieast a pretense of salance—Willlam
Attwnod. for exampie, or fUchard Soodwin
ar General Lanadele or MeGearge Bundy
or Theodors Sorersen.

Lorng 2go Edward & Murrow had a fa-
mous documeniary report on Joa McCar-
thy. It was brillantly done. but |t desniy
wrrried the late Gibe-t Seldes, who ra
mains 1o this day the mest teughtful com-
mentator television has ever had Mr.
Seides detested Senator MeCartny as mueh
as Mr. Murrow 4id, but he saw dangers in
deing wnat Mr. Murrow had done—emoigy-
Ing the resources of television ta crea’e
"an Iniegraied, one-sided picturs of Me-
Carthy ' Edward R Murrow's “See It
Now' series. Mr Seldes said, had up o
that point given |1y audience confidence
that 2ach ahow "will have a spectfic gTav-
ity, that It will be impartunt, and, aSove

. ml, that it will be what it claims o be "=

an chjective report. “See It Now' had
rightly earmed public trust hecause It re-
sembled ''the summing-up of & 'vage who
marzhals the evidence but 20y ot preju-
dica the jury.” The McCarhy repare. Mr
Seldes [zlt, abused that trust “Except
this singie 1natince ~ Mr Selgss siid. the
Mumow sermes ‘never wad Lie summing-up
of 4 hanging udge '

You, Uke Ed Murrnw, have rightiy
earned the trust of your Audlenca. This
shabby, lendentinus palemi: ibudes tha:
trust It was the summing-up of hangng
Jusge [ hope that in the end ceaple will Se
abie o aay of you, an Gilbert Seldes said of
Edwara P, Murrow. “exzcept in Cus singie
narance

Best regards;

ARTHVE SCHIFRGER Jo

Ay, Sealestnger v Albert Scaweuier
Profeasor of the Humnandws at the Cuy
Univerawy of New York, s=zaner af Pulilzer
Prizes in history amd Singraphy asd o
member of [Ke Journal's Baard  of
Comtnibutors



