News analysls on the

Committee on Assassinations

Congreéémnal Integrlty =
and the Press i

Durmg the two weeks pnor to the first formal meetmg of the House
Select Committee on Assassination a series of maJor news stones\
~ began to break. A silence had ended. N
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However, there was virtual press silence when on September 17th
the Committee was established and its chairman announced that the\
murder of President Kennedy was a conspiracy. o

1 see a hand flickering back
and forth. Chairman Downing's
statement then could prove to be

. the most important pohtxcal state-

ment of this century. The press
was virtually silent, and if there
is a conspiracy, who is really be-
hind it? And what powers do they
exert on leaders and préss.alike?
Do we really want to know?
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The first major story broke on

‘November 15th in the Washington

‘Post. It was based on an Admin-
“istration leaked *‘‘memo’ ‘suppos-
edly written by J. Edgar Hoover."
The memo stated that Lee Harvey:
Oswald met with Cuban officials
in September of 1965 to discuss
the assassmatxon of President
Kennedy. This was a major story
and the wire service dutliully
carried it

The story'contmues the behef .

Oswald was the murderer. It adds
the suggestion there was’a con-
spiracy between Oswald, Castro

» /and the Gubans-- a news elegent.
Is this“how the long efforts of ..

the critics and investigators of the
Warten Report are to bé reward-
ed: ‘we. will .admit that it is a

conspiracy. And -who," or what,”

will be the new patsy?:"

Suppose the new investigation
shows Oswald to be innocent, and
there is possible evidence to
support this. Who then? Anyon
but the real killers, it is speculal

ed by many who are close to the :

new 1nvestlgatlon
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~The rapid shell game was on: "
‘Now you see it, now you don’t. It.
“is, it isn’t. It "was, it was not,"
Watch the nut closely because all
that will remain in the Govern- -
nient (or subgovernment) disin-
-formation effort is to tell us that'
" Oswald was the lone assassin of
the President. Then, won't it be -
* difficult to explam ‘those “other
bullets, snipers, ‘and exlstmg testn-
mony" o
Last year George (o Toole pub-,
hshed The Assassination Tapes.
Hé was chief of problem-analysis -
for the CIA. In the book he says

Oswald is innocent. If the photo- :

graphs of a ‘man who may be
Oswald standing in a doorway
during  the murder are .as’ they
seem to be, Oswald is mnocent‘-
And there may be thnesses to,
this. -
Truth is not easy to deal with.

- Like other countries, leaders. will
not “always . reveal the truth,:
Honest dlsagreement and analysns
.can be squelched and little is in-
quired into; ‘and what then is re-

ere” 'fferent Yoices. wnth
dlfferent ldees George Bush de-
clared that the Hoover mermo was
~either a forgery or non-eixstent,
within hours he res:gned as

that - the CIA ‘didit. People in
" Congress are saying that it was

“dissident, elements" in ‘the CIA,

and the FBI the Secret Serv:ce
X SEE PAGE 22 )
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»Dear Sirs. :

. your coverage of the Congressxon—

.‘mxssed it, City Dwmer was the
‘only local paper to. cover such a

 personally felt that the’ ,Warren BN

. director of the CIA. There are_ | ca
those, 'such “as “former ' ‘Distriet.:.
‘Attorney Jim Gamson who says -
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1t, was really great “to read

al Committee on the assassination
of Kennedy ‘and King.. Unlws I,

good over-vxew of the unanswered
questions. . - L
Throughout the years I have

Conimission did not-do an ade-,
quate job— there were ]ust t00*
many loose ends. I am surpnsed -
it has taken as long as 1t has'to Lo
,re~open the investigation. ™~ -
Of course, what might be dis-"
covered in. the new mvest:gatxon
may be astoundmg For example,” :
what if the Russians were behmd o
it would we go 1o war? Castro '
was  responsible= would
vade? Perhaps more fnghtenmg o %
and threatening is the: possxbnhty Lot
that our very own CIA or FBI was’:
behind the assassmatxons And’if
so, what then? =7 5. :
Suppose it -were the CIA or ‘, L
FB] or " jboth, then indeed, the
Amerrcax‘ dernocracy is in
trouble, ‘And if that is the’ case .
who’s callmg the shots, and ‘for; . »
what purposes and. what are their . .- {
|
|
i
|

long-range goals? -

- These are uncertain times, and ¢ -
the heanngs may ‘make things” :
and unicertain.”

even more trymgv

) sof restaurart "'?lay
’ 'movle, art’ sh W, etc.,Send
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has always been i
“there. Evndence s not; one-snded
“it is viewed in many ways. Such
loose-ends erratlc and unexplam-v
able “facts” are the life ‘blood of !
the. _press.: Thxs Jds .the’ throb, of
*- moral indlgnatlon that, Jin; other
. cnrcumstances fmds 1ts way mto
_ print, . . P
. Later week Just after the
- Congressmen had gone home
. ' NBC catried. a TV news report by
Ford Rowan ' Someone - on - the -
committee staff toid Mr Rowan
that the Commlttee was. ready to
- send’ mveshgators to Havana to.
. -» . " take a - deposition * from Fldeh
— - Castro_as to whether, or _not . he
»had knowledge of the plot agamst
- President

George Bush Dlrector of the
CIA .announced that hé- does not'
beheve that Hoover: wrote - the’
‘mémo, He said,’ “It's my informa-:

" tion that such a’memo- does riot:
exlst." M ;

now.y don’t.

. Therewnll be, . much :more of t.hls
“.- magic’ ‘because “the ' idea -is
dehberately confuse us,

- abouti whereltns TheJusuce o T
Department has not yet turned it ' ) o
over, even though the New. York

'l‘imes says it “is




'mampulated and thaL the Com- :

mitee was sending .someone to »
Cuba He, could not explam “how- -
ever, what . possible significance -

,such a statement from, Fidel =

Castro _would have in our:: courts .

or in Congxms The effect ‘was to
make the Comm1ttee look silly. .

- He said that the. staffer who told .

him this wanted 9 show him how ;

was..There were onily 12 people on

: “enthusxastic’" the - Committee .

the staff at that time; all deeply -

trusted . and long known ; people.
such - a::foolish . statement.. The~

aimed :at making the

mlhee cuts deep Dunng 1ts sec-
‘ond-.day: of fqrmal meetmgs,
open session, a staff mvwhgator

*No-one . there. ‘would have. made :

- director, Richard Spragpe swore |
that the NBC story was: “totally.. :
-false,”?::
-Commi tee look stupid.

speculated' that he ihought some_.




