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Dallaw., Texas_More than a dozen doctors and nurses who either treated
former President Johu F. Kennedy during his final hours or participated in the
autopsy 1 the slain president have recently stated that the officanl autopsy
vhotographs of the back of Kennedy's head do mot show the same gunshot wounds
witich they saw_nnd veported to the Warren Coumissioun in 1963-64.

Tihwe antopsy pholos, which were among many itlems of evidence in the
assassinalion kept seceret by the Warrca Conmission, were never olifically shown
to- the Dallas medical witnesses during the various invesligntions into the
ikilling. After lookiug al them for the first time receuntly, however, nearly all
of the nmurses and doctors involved in the shooting said that the pictures do
ot show the wounds as they actually were. ’

The testimony of these witnesses, which was assembled recently in a series
of tape recorded intervicews in Pallas and several other citics, presents the
most sigunificant challeuge to the offical explanations of the assassination to
date.

Among o thes things, the stacrtling testimony indicates that members of the
Warren Commission covercd up informaton aboul the 1963 murder: that there were
threec or more gunmen on the scenc; that the president was shot Urom in front,
as weld as From behind, in a well-planned ambush whiclt was t(he result of a
broad coun=piracy.

o That 's vol the way 1 remember it,’’ said Dr. Richard Dulany, a medical
roesident who was on duty iu the cmergency room when Keonedy was brought in,
after looking at a copy of an offical autopsy photograph. According to Dr.: )
Dulany, there is a *tdefinite conflict’® between 1the wounds as portrayed in the
photo and the wounds which he obscrved in the cwmergency roou.

There wore at least 22 witnesses in Pallns who have described n Clarge
hole in the baeck of the head.’’ De. Dulany jneists that the photo does not show
the large, gaping wounnd which had btown out the back of the president’s head.

Dr. Paul Peters, professor and chairman of the Urology Department at the
Universily of Texas Southwestern Medical School at Parkland, also questions. the
aecuracy of the disputed photograph. Dr. Peters told the Warren Commission:?
CCWe saw fhe wound of enlry in the. throat and noted the large occipital
wound. ' After secing the pictures, he said, **1 doun't think it’s consistent
with whati | saw. Theere was a larvge hole in-the back of the he.d 1thirongh which
one could =mce the brain. But that hole does not appear in the photog aph.’’

(The president’s widow also described a severe wound at the back of the
head to the Commission: **But from the back, you could seec. vou know, voit were
trying to lold his bLairv and his skull on . . .77

Doris Nelson, a Dallas nurserwho was the supervisor of tlhie emergency vroom
when Kenncedy was brought there, and who helped to ireal the dying president,
said that government nutopsy photos of the skull are ‘‘mot truc. There was no
A T’ b s id, while disputing the most contiroversial pho togruph, which
merely shows a wmaTToentry wound in the cowlick area. which is four inches from. .-
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where the autopsy report, itself, describes it. ‘‘There wasn’t even any halr
back there ~"9on the back of the head~**0., It was blown away. All that area was
blown out.'’ : . .

The positions of the head wounds are crucial in determining the direction
from which the various shots which struck Kennedy were fived. A large, gaping
wound at the back of the skull, for example, would indicatle (hat o ballet had >
exited there after cnlering the fronot of the head. In anddition, it would '
directly contradict 1l findings of the Warren Commission, which conc Puded that
the president had been shot only twice, 'from behind.

The deseriptions of a gapiung wound at the back of . skull a Iso point up a
major conflict between the findings of the Warren Commission and the Ie:s:timony
which it took from the president’s widow, Secrect Servicemeun, Dallas |ll(‘.(ll(_'i|!
witnesses and the antopsists_all of whom at that time described » large exit
wound at the back of the head.

Until recentlly, antopsy pholographs of the president’s shattered skull had
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where the antopsy vreport, itself, describes it. **There wasn’lt even any hair
back there ~2296u the back of the head? 0. It was blown away. All that arca was
blown ont,. "

The positions of the head wounds aroe crucial im determining the direction
from which the various shots which struck Kennedy were fived. A large, gapiang
wouund atl the back of the skull, for example, would indicate that n bnllet had
exibted b ye e et vy Ehe Feont of Sl daead. b dd e T v e
direcily voamieradict (e Findings of the Warren Commiss ion, whicle cone Fadod that
the presigent lid been =hot only twice, From beliind.

The descreiption: of o gaping wound at the bacelk of the shultl also point up a
magor coullict between the findings of the Warren Commission and the testimony
which it dook from the president’s widow, Secrot Servvicemen, M flas medical
witnesses and theantops istswa Ll 08 whom at that (ime describ.s . a lavge exit
wound at the back of the head.

Until srecently, autopsy photographs of the president’s shatlered skull had
been withheld from both the witnesses and the public by a Warrca Commission
cdict whiclh prohtibidted the release of many items of evidence until 2039,

Bt that changed duving the recent House Solectl Commiflleo on Assass inal lons
hearings on the casce, when, afler a burglary of the Commiltee's wafe, the
autopsy pholos were removed., After news of the burglary broke, about a year
later, the Conmitiee was forced to publish copies of the key picltures—_thosec
showing the back, neck and head of the murdered president. :

' Claiming that the plolographs were too ‘rtaory,’ however, the Commitice
actually publisbed exact tracings of them. 1€ was theso traciungs, which are
described as being acceurate down to the last detail, which the Dallas medical
witnesses recently evaluated for this report. (One witnéess,” however, Dr.
Malcolm Perry of the Cormell Medical Center, was shown prinls of the actual
rhotographs by Sun reporters in 1979, and also strongly denounced them as being
inaccecurate,) . .

If the wmedical wilnesses who have disputed the accuracy of the photographs
are correcl, the authenticity of the pictures becomes highly suspe -t and the
possibilitly emerges thal the pictures_along with other evideuce_.may have been
Faked. 1f so, a . key to uncoveriug “the idéritity of those behind the conspivacy
may lic in determining who possessed the ability and access which would have
been necded to fabricate the evidence.

The list of medical witnessesces who have challenged the antopsy plhotos
inc ludes Pr. Robert McClelland, professor of surgery at the University of Texas
Medical Sclicol in Dallas. Seventeon vears ago, he told the Warren
Commissionthat he stood at the head of «hwe operating table in the emergency
room in ‘. . . Such a position ..t 1 could very closely examine the head
wound, =and I mnoted that the right posterior portiom of the skull had been
extremely blasted. It hiad been shattered, apparently, by the force of the sho!:
« « o in such a way that you could actually look down into the skull cavity.’

Recently, after viewing a sketeh of the gaping head wound whieh had been
drawn by an independdeat investigator, Dr. McClelland said that it .'.Iccux:utely
portrays what he '‘*vividly remembers’®’® sceing on the operating table after the.

president was rushed into emergency. He firmly rejected t!. - autopsy photos.
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. Fhe Hist o medieal wi tuesseses who have challenged (e antopsy pliotos
inc ‘lhdo:‘-: Mo Robert MeCled Land, professor of surge ryaé t the University of Te xaw
I"lud Peal’ s -hzxo I in Dallas. Sevehtoeon vears ago, he told the Warren Y )
1::;:::::‘ S :-i"v:xl Ilg\: "\:loj“l n l“ ll.u\ Iu-njl of the opevating table in he cmergeney
- e s Sueh o a position that 1| could wve ry closely examine the hoend

wound, and | noted that the vight postevior portion of the skill had bees
extl‘cm(: by hlasted. 11 hiad been shat leved, apparcently, by lh; fol't"v‘ of l;ul\l sho t
SRR S TIPSY TEY PR way that you could actunlly look down into the shnoll -nvill‘y *

Recentiy, after viewing n she fe hh of the gaping head wound which Lad l)(‘(‘]‘l
drawn by wu independent invest igator, Dr. McCleltand said that i t accuratel
poritrays what he **vividly remembers®’ sceing on the obera ting table ”a f‘lei; ¥he
president wns rusthed into emergency. He firmly rejected the a:topsy photos.
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Margaret Iood (Margoarel Henchliffe at the time) had been an emergency room
nurse forr 12 years prior to the assassination. The nurse, who helped wheel the
wounded president into the room and later prepared his body for the coffin,
reeently drew a sheteh of the wound om a skull model provided by reporters.
That =heteh also showed o large wound at the back of the head. *‘You couldn’t
see much of the wound,’’ said Ms. Ilood. “*Tt didn’t affect his face or cars at
all . . it was more to the back.’’ Ms. Ilood also strougly disavowed the
pho toguraplix. . '

Di-. Ronald C. Jones, a professor of surgery who was tarkland Hospital’s
chicflf resident in surgery ant the time of 1he murdoer, originsllv described for
the Waveron Commission oo whind appcuared S e o em il vt e b
postlervior portion of the skatt.’” He also regecicd the avlopsy piwilos, and drew
an oultline witlh his finger of o Inrge hole at 1he back of an jwagimury head. In
addition, he described the drawing which Di. MeClel Land had approved as
Crtelose. - e :

Patrvicia Custalwon Cthen Pateicin Hutton), awvother cmergency room nurse at
~the time ol the shoeoting, haelpad. to wheel the president Frow the limonsine into
treatment. Ms., Gustufson, testitying before (he Warren Commission, outlined
. . . wmasmsive opening on the back of the head.’’® Recontly, describing an
effort to place a pressure bandage on the head wound, she said: **1 tried to do
so, but thoere was really wotlhing to put a pressure bandage on. Tt was too
massive. So he told me Just Lo leave it bhe. '’ Asked if sfic wax sure abont the
location of the wouund, she said yes: ‘It wus the back df the head,’’ she said,
while rejecting the antopsy photlos. :

Dr. Feouad Bashour was an associate professor of medicine in rardiology at
-the time of the shooting. Intervewied by this reporter atl his office in 1979,
Dr. Bashour insisted that the official photo which he was being ~hown did not
accnrately depict the location of the major wound. * Why do they cover it up?’’
he asked sweveral times. **This is not the way it was."'’

Dr. Charles Baxler, interviewed the same day, who had earlic: told the
Warren Coumission, *‘There was a large, gaping wound in the bacw of the
skull,’’ also questioned the autopsy photos.

Aftcer.-being shown the most controversial photo, Dr. Marion Jenkins (he told
the Warven Commission, ‘‘There was a great laceration on the vrig/t side of the
head (temporal and occipital) . . . even to the extent that the cerebellum had
protruded from e wound’’), blurted: **No, mot like that. Not like tlat,
because . . . No, you want to know what it really looked like? Well, that
picture docsn’t look like it from the back.’® .

De. Jenking demoustrated several times, by touching his own and a
reporter’s head, that the large exit wound had been located on the back of the
skull: ‘““You conld tell at this point with your fingers that it was scored '
out<l.IF, that the edpes were blasted outl{LF.,*’ )

Dr. Charles J. Carrico, wow a professoxr of surgery at .the University of
Washingtou in Seattle, was a general surgeon in resideucy at Parkland wiien the
president was shot_und the fivst doctor to reach him. He told the Warren
Commiss ion about n Iarge gaping woand, n five—-by—-seven—centimeter defeet in the
posterior shull, whicl he observed in the occipital region. But he has not bheen
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interviewed since. :

In addition to t1hese medical figures, thrce other physicians who were
involved in freating the stricken president_Doctors Geme C. Akin, Jackie Hunt
and Adoiph Cicsecke, Je._have not fully endorsed the auntopsy pic tures.

Two crucial medicnl witnesses, meanwhile, have not vet been interviewed
aboutl the case. Dr. Kemp Clark, wlo was the. senior phy: -ian on duty in the
Parkland ** trauma room’ ' when the wounded president was seought in, refuses teo
comuent_although he described for the Warren Commission a ‘. . . a large wound
in the ecizht occipul, cxtending into the parictal region. ' Diana 1. Bowron, a
Briti=h wurse who worked in the Parkland emergency room in 19683, could not
located ax of this writing. However, Ms. Bowron did tell the Warren Commission:
CCThe president was moribund. He was lying across Mrs. Keunnedy's knee, and
thi v¢ ~cecwed to be blood cverywhere. When I wen' around fo Ihe other side of
the eav. | ~aw the coundition of his head . . . the back of his head . . . it
waw vy Lads 1 jJust saw oue large hole. '’

Glher inconsistencics between the offical inquiries into the shooting and
the recent comments by medical witnesses ine ludet .

S HFhe offical Dallas death certificate describes the cause of death as a
sunshot wound to the Lleft temp le.

UAccording to the recently—interviewed medical
been shot in the throat, from in front, in addition to the hoend—shot.

E¥he autopsista, Lhemse lves, insisted fhat the antop=sy phoetograpls did mnot
poritray an culery wonnd at the back of the head, where they noted it. As an
appendix to the House Assmassinal ions Commiltee report staled: **The panel
continuled to be concernced about the prrsistent disparily between its findings
and those of the aulopsy pathologists and the rijid tenacily with which they
maintanined that the entrance wound was at or near the external occipital
protuberance **9prather than at the cowl ick, where an apparent entry wound now
appenrs~~e, i - -

wWwiie chicl autopsist, De. Jawmes . Humes, answered a ques Lion about bullet
wonnds from Commissioncr Allen Dulles ( who had cavlier been lired by Kennedy as
dircctor ol the CIAY by waying that he believed it was jmpossible for the
bullet ** | . | (o have exited from ofther than ln‘-hind.'; (B Clark also told
the Commtissioners that tie % o . . Miooide luad wone  du o omad G i b Laek of
the ficad. "

On the basis of these comments by the medical witnesses_and of the official
antopsy report which was printed in 1964_it scems probable that the president
was hit twice in the head, once [rom behind and once from in front. The report
said Vhat there was an cutry wound 2.5 cent imeters from the oceipital
protubcerance and'a “large de Feo kst thie -back of the hend exlending into the
occiput. ’

Becent acoustical tests condue ted by the Assassiuaiives Commitfee lamave also
developed facts whiclh were mol revealed by the Warren Commizsion. They hawve
estlablished that theve was a guuman on the Crassy Knoll at Dealey Plava, Dbut
that he missed. He would have been firing from the frout and to the right, bul
primarily from the right side. A bullet mark from the sidewnlk pointed divectly
at a manhole on the 1riple overpass to the left front of the coaproachia

@a witnesses, the president had
i
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the Comnmissioners tThat the ** . . . Missile had gone in and out of the back of
the lwad .

Ga tiee basis of these coments by the medical witnessesoand of the official
antop=y voeport which was printed in 1964_it =cems probable that the president
was il twice in the head, once From behind and onee tcom jo front. The report
suaid g thero wns e oty aveansd 20T GG Fone ta e Feaen e o deed it
proad . ca owve wad a0 liarge detect i the oach ol the bead exir iy ini-. dbe
occ ipul. '

fiecen! acouxtical texis conducied by the Assassinntions Committee have also
deve toped | whiclh were noi vevealed by the Warrvren Commission. They have
Gadabi il d o dhat theere was a guanman on the Grassy Knoll at Pealey Plava, but
tiwl e nismed. il vownld have been fiving from (he front and (o the right, bnt
primirify from the rvight ' side: ~bullect mark from the sidewanlk pointed dirceotly
at a manhole on the triple overpass to the left front of the approaching
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Limousine.,
None investigators
actunlly lhas seven ~hots on it.
The- president would appear Lo have
evidoenee John Connally hit withe a i
a sixth bullet, and the sidewnlk hit
Films, photographs and other cvidence
shot from in front as well as from beliind,
a separate bullet, as he has atways claimed
Photographs show clearly thal the wound
long betore the Warren Coumission said that
come From in front, as the doctors in Dalla
to the back wound, and not retated to the
According to mo=1l legal wcliolars, the
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