
• Richard Waybright 	 4/1/91 

7930 St. Bridget Lane 
Baltimore, Bd. 21222 

Dear Richard, 

It was thoughtful of you and David to think of taking us to dinner f
or my birthday 

Saturday. 1: want it to be a pleasant day we can all enjoy so I write
 in advance about 

So 
.what might mar 

im 
 mew that it will not be marred. 

When I was young I was a reporter. Reporters, and not reporters alon
e, of course, 

know the indispenstble importance of preserving confidence. I'm sure
 you know that many 

have gone to jail rather than vielate confidence. Later I was in int
elligence where some 

things also were required to be kept confidential. /41 All, I'm sur
e, tell you that I 

never told her a Word about any confidential matters. I'm sure she'l
l remember that 

°Ape when a young man who had no family came back from an overseas assignmen
t and OSS 

believed he needed to be with those with whom he could be comfortabl
e end asked us to 

take him in we did. Act4ly, he liked living with us so much that af
ter six months we 

had to ask him to make other arrangements! But we both preserved con
fidence so much I 

asked him not a word about what he did,  overseas, not even the component with which he 

wor/(ed when he lived with us. When he volunteered nothing we both assumed it
 was because 

he could not. Moreover, when I left I took not a single piece of pape
r, much as I. would 

have liked to, and not a single note I had made. 

This kind of need is not unknown in police work and I'm certain that
 people's lives 

and likelihoods are not infrequently involved. 
ivo 

I do not pretend that there werei papers I'd have liked very much to 
have kept. I also 

do not pretend that everybody lived by this Well-kno0 Ode. In fact,
 in the course of 

what you by now should be realising is a lecture, one I should have 
given you earlier if 

I didn't, and I think I did, I digress for something that may amuse 
you and David, where 

it cost me much to live honorably and enriched someone else who didn
't. 

Hy lust assignment as a soldier before I was given a medical dischar
ge and rehired as 

a civilian so that a different component could use a different skill
 and experience, was 

to write and illustrate , with only 13 copies, a secret history if O
SS intelligence opera-

tions. Before long it appeared as a movie starring Jimmy Cagney, wit
h the title, "OBS." 

When you were here Saturday I said something was in cinfidence: I re
peated this Idiom 

twice. You violated that confidence. Harry phoned me last night in g
reat excitement. I was, 

'of course, upset by it although it did not keep me ffom sleeping. c[
 told him I was about 

to go to bed when he said he'd call back and when he did I was aslee
p and 411 would not 

wah6 me. He Phoned again this morning before I returned from my walk
ing and blood-testing. 

And this time he first hung up and then phoned back. 

2y now you should know Harry well enough to know it would have at
 least aacaused 

him enormous excitement that he wauld not be able to handle. It has
. And it may make . 

trouble for someone else. If not also for me. I have no problem bel
ieving you though you 

would be helping him but you should have known it would hlre the opp
osite effect. 	It has! 

. His mind works as it always has, he has the :lame attitudes and bel
iefs he has had, and he 

is consumed ever Groden at the least. And is so wrapped up in himsel
f and his project he 

man t see anything else or conceive of anything else or any other in
terests. I've assured 

him-that he has nothing at all 118 be a bit conce
rned about, I've repeated this this way 

and itother ways, and he can't believe anything except the nonsense
 he wants to bfriieve. 

If he keeps on the way he is this morning whatever his project is, a
nd I've asked him 

nothing about it and he hasn't volunteered dirthing much about it, he
 is 'Eoing to ruin 

it. Which, I add for you, can be killing the goose that lays golden '
eggs. 

It has Also made an additional problem for me. Once the was no exc
itement I could 

not handle, but that is no longer true. I had hopeg
to be a t to return to much-inter-

rupted writing this morning but I doubt I'll be able to do it well i
f at all when I try. 



This means much to me avid at this stage of my life I don t really have any time to waste or to have wasted for me. 

As you know you have had free and unsupervised access to anything you want here. 4 Although I di4gree with much of what Harry has done and is probably into in a different form I've still tried to help. him as much as I can. 
Last time something like this happened -'had to tell him I wanted nothing more to do with him and not to come here again. I don t like this, don't want to live this way, but I just can't keep having these kinds of pPoblems with Harry or with anyone else now. 
You have not helped Harry, you have hurt him. He will now worry no end over what should cause him no worry at all. 

I have trouble enough with my state of mind when I have enous:h energy to write and you have added to this and now ! have to try and forget all of this and return to what gp was already confused and confusing because of the many interrupions of recent weeks. These kinds of distiabances also have the effect of weakening me further. They take some enegfy and I have very little. 

I don't like not being able to trust people and as you have seen, I begin trusting everlone. I've lived all these years that way and do not want to change. 
If I must, tale course 1  must. If I canAt take people at their word then I will nbt and if people do not preserve confidence then thefe is no real choice. One just does not put them in a Position not to preserve confidence. 
I do not know the ;mople with whom harry is working. He stabbed to give me the copporate name and didn t and it would have meant nothing to me if he had. But if this morning is a fal6ample, they will soon not be Ole to bout up with him and that will, from what he said, make new and serious probe ns for him. Whether or not this can tr, will make any additional problems or disturbances for me only tine will tell but I don t *ant any more and if I have to see to it that I do all I can to aveid it, I'ab do taat: 
I know you do not have to learn what keeping confidence means. But you do surely have to learn to to it! 

Sincerely, 





3 d.--,---- 
-3 

e • 7 

MONOCACY 
111: 01111 MEDICAL SUPPLY  
7th STREET SHOPPING CENTER • FREDERICK MARYLAND 21701 

7.' 3 r-  1./S- 

695-5000 


