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\ST ADD BAY NASRVILLL RFR a=6 XXX CARES NOT TO Dads

ST ADD TON LAST VISITED PAY IN FEBRUARY SHORTLY AFTER THE 6TH
DICSRICT APPEALS COURT IN CINCINNATL Z00K it PLEA FOR A TRIAL UNDER
ADVICEMENT . e

L N SpoXESMEN SAID RAY, VHO NOV HAS A CELIMATE, IS LOOKING
BETTER SINCL HL WAS RELEACED TROY N SOLITABY CELL ON THE PRISON'S
BT I¥iM SECURITY UNIT LAST AUSUST.

T RECFENITERVALD JR OF VASHINGTON, ANOTHER RAY LAWYER, DISPUTES
§§°§§L¥§SE§AY SEEVALD JAKGED HIS STORY OVLR THE YEARS AND IS NOT TO
B e TRINK HE'S BEEN INCONSISTENT.® FENSTERVALD SAID IN A
TELEMiD. INTLRVIEG« "HL'C ALVAYS MAINTAINZT HE BAC NOT AT THE SCENE

T O Vs, IT9€ JUST THAT HL'S BELX ASKED SO MANY DETAILED
O ELioNc THAT UNLLTC KE HAD A PHOTOGRAPRIC MEMORY, HE'S BOUND TO
QAU SOME D1SCREPENCIES " -
L VRN INEISTS TRAT MIS CLIENT HAS A CHANCE OF ACQUITTAL IF HE
1s SUGERCSFUL IN WINRING THE FULL-FLEDGED TRIAL HE GAVE UP IN 1965 TO
#Vo1D THE ELECTRIC_CHAIR.
1D Tk ¥bNr To TRIAL, THE BURDEN WILL BE ON THE STATE OF TENNESSEE
0 PRODUCE EVIDENCE TC_PROVL HIM GUILTY.S THE PLAIN-SPOKEN MEMPHIS
I R VCEAID, »THEIR EVIDENCE 1S CIRCUMSTANTIAL AT BEST AND 1 THINK
AE CAL PURCH HOLES IN IT."
: Sht PUNTE BASES ITS CASE On FINGERPRINTS FOUND ON THE RIFLE USED _
*- qn THE SRAYING AND A WITHESS WHO N e HE SAW RAY FLELING FROM THE S
- IN ML CLOPHOUSE BATHROON WHERE THE SINGLE SHOT THAT SEVERED KING'S _,(?*
- .. SPINAL CORD ALLEGEDLY WAS FIRED. ,
. ML CORRTE S STAR WITRESS IE ESSENTIALLY A SKIDROV DRUNK,® DRAWLED ,A°
LIVINGETON, "ANC HIS CREDEXTIALS ARE NOT U IMPEACHABLE. 1 HARDLY

FHIKK 1S EVIDENCE WILL STAND UP IR € URT. , N
RA NST KING AND HAD NEVER SEEN 4§7~ i
B )

0
y, W0 HAS SAID HE HAD NOTHING AGAI
HINM A MAINTAINED THAT HE WENT TO MEMPHIS AT THE REQUEST OF A
HYgTERIOUS MAL KNOUL TO HIN ONLY AS "RAQUL®
KE ADNITS THAT HE BOUGHT THE +30-06 RIFLE IN BIRMINGHAM AND RE
REGISTERED AT THE SLEAZY BOARDINGHOUSE ACROSS FROM THE MURDER SPOT. AA%&NVJ
BUT SAYS HL FIRST HEARD OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER'S DEATH AS HE AV‘ v
DROVE RIS WHITE MUSTANG TOWARD MISSISSIPPle b
HE SAID HL PANICKED WHEN HE HEARD ON THE CAR RADIO THAT HE WAS
WANTED FOR THE CRINZ, AND BEGAN A FLIGKT WHICH ENDED IN KIS ARREST IN .

ENGLAND JURE 5,

1568 . A
THE STATL'S POSlTiON. WHICH RAS BEEN UPHELD ONCE BY A U.S. //’

DISTRICT COURT IN MEMPHIS, IS THAT RAY IS *AY INTELLIGENT AND X
vg%SSONigNgglleAL MEMPHAS® AND 1S VELL AVARE OF THE NATURE OF CRIMINAL ﬁ%///
O LD INGS 2 LED BY ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL VILLIAM HAYNES \.Y /-
dRo SAYS T oy -ED | BERATELY ENTERED THE GUILTY PLEA TO AVOID THE DEATH;{’/
e THERE WAS NO REAL HOPE OF AVOIDING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR JAMES

EARL: RAY OTHER TKAK TO ENTER THE PLEA OF GUILTY.e.AND RAY'S DECISION

| EARL "REASONED AND INTELLIGENT ONL,® HAYNES WROTE.

THE JUSTICE DLPARTHENT, WRICH HAS SO TAR DECLINED SUGGESTIONS THAT

QZIT REOPER THE KIKG INVESTIGATION, gés STATED IT 1S SATISFIED THAT RAY -

. A THE QUESTIOR OF‘URERE RAY--A
SMALL-TIME HOLDUP MAK AND ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOUR] STATE
PRISON--OBTAINED THKE MONEY TO FINANCE HIS §2,000 MU TANG, HIS TRIP TO
MEMPHIS AND SUBSEQUENT FLIGHT THROUGH FOUR COUNERIES.
HEN HE WAS CAUGHT, THE FUGITIVE STILL HAD $200 IN H1S POSSESSION.
THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE CASE SHOULD BE REOPENED,EOINT TO RECENT
INTS OF A COhSPIRACY BROUGHT FYORTH BY cOoNvVICTED EROIN DEALER ROBERT
BYRON WATSON AND CONVICTED CONFIDENCE MAN CLIFFORD He ANDREWS. CLAIMS
BY. WATSOL ALD ANDREWS. THAT THEY HEARD OF A PLOT AGAINST KING HAVE
LARGELY BEEN DISCOUNTED._BUT‘HAVE-BAISED SOME QUESTIONSe
Sun}ﬁc%%DITIOH. RUMGCRS OF AN FBI CONSPIRACY AGAINST KING HAVE ALSO
.
LAVYERS FOP BOTH SIDES NOW SAY TEAT WHETHER RAY GETS A TRIAL WILL
LIKELY BE pECIDED BY THE SUPREME COUPT, POSSIBLY IN EARLY 1977,
"ANY WAY 1 SEE 1T, THE SUPREME COURT J<¢ GOING TO
THE MATTLR," LIVINGSTON SAYS. " THEY (THE PROSECUTION)'FOUGHT ys EVERY :S «
STEP OF THE WAY. IF WE VIL IN THE APPLALS COURT., THREY'LL FIGHT US ON
up TO THE SCPREME COURT., 1F ¥E LOSE, YOU cAN BE SURE WE'LL APPEAL."
HENRY HAIL A FORMER ASSISTART TENNESSEE ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO WAS lﬁ,
iQRT OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO BLOCK A TRIAL FOR RAY,
‘s"\

GREES.

“RAY*S ATTORNEYS WILL BE FIGHTING IN THE APPEALS COURTS AS LONG AS

LIFE ANp BREATH HOLD OUT," HE SAID RECENTLY.

RAY, WHO WILL PROBABLY FACE CHARGES IN MISSOURI AND ENGLAND EVEN 1;‘
IF HE CAN CONCEIVABLY WIN AN ACQUITTAL IN THE KING MURDER CASLs ‘?1/
BECOMES ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE 22 YEARS FROM NOW EVEN THOUGH RIS

SENTENCE DOES NOT OFFI1CIALLY EXPIRE UNTIL APRIL 25, 2013

BUT TENNESSEE'S RETIRING STAR PRISONER SHOWED THE FIRST TRACE OF A l

SMILE AS HE INDICATED HE'D RATHER RISK A TRIAL THAN CONTINUE TO SERVE :

OUT H1S TERM IN RIS DINGY, CRAMPED PRISON CELLe ’ . }
» YOU'VE NEVER BEER IN PRISON, HAVE YOU?* HE SA1D WRYLY. ®THAT'S —

= I THINK I NEED TO SAY."
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