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Jimny what I could about what it showed.

Teu ave a0 stok vith preconspetiens you did not bother to find eut 4f the news atory
you refor to is true, Cmspicwously you have mim not attached £i. However, I have seen it
and in the finest detail 1t is falee and decepiive, not by aocident, either, Jimuy #ad not
4o as the story seys and as redio and TV reported. What it says Jiu said shout me also is
false, but the milk of human kindness that yeu would have us belisve flows from you 4id
not have encugh oream for you to floatbthat wphere. (I8 begins, by the way, with a reporter
whose CIA connectiens are lsug poublio and whe did a Job em Jimy sarly en with shat he
Gtuld have obtained from the FBI snly. It did not originate with your paper's Morris Cung
singhan, who warelt stele the fabricatisn and passed it off se his owa.) Mere you have
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are silent about this and make all thowe
vaps sllegaticns sheut wronful “actioma®,
it sk alleged™bargaining power" with
he# & 95-year amrtense en a State
' it staff? I8u sure they have heen to
mmmdx'namthatuthuuﬁtrymsiutml'uleamthmgﬂmﬂn
srigina) sieve, Tou should kuow that in my presence the ccmmittes assurvd *4m i1 would pot
3pmhwmrwlmﬁwmmdﬂthmummof%heprdtecﬁmaf
immy*s rights that Jim will tell you he still awaits. If you have spoken to any ome of
those I will find snd you will be in trouble. I stromgly urge you te lay 1t all out to
J1n, not to me, I vant ne Savoivement in all this vomit. I write bocause your letier leaves
ms no ochedoe and I 40 no oy of these stupid stinks sod digressions or inm your case
& virtupess display of Inoempetense out of Ftupidity. There is more of thia I an not even
can see much trouble for you and I 4p wrge you to lay 4t out to Yim,
oves if Jimiiy &s not the ondy ene hurt Wy 4t, as your personal lessar evil. %t will out,
’ there ave somwe who will nmot then de concerned about your welffare
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What basis do you have for what you desoribe as your "persanal |judgement® about

; the courts? Yeu have mever dome ays lick of reel work in tids cese

and when you insisted on naking a speotasle of yourself 4n court during the evidendiary

htaring I had %o spand three painful disagrecadle days trying to prepare you for the
tions than not enly dlew dut used s a means of antagonising the

the !

other threce ua? you hive any knowledge #f anything othsr than the fact that the
sxith elvouit ordered Jim to ooniinus to represent Jim-y? Not Jime i
Ahis eould be held %o unprefenzional 4t is defamatory, more so when you brasiet it with
an offar to go see him and then with what you have pot told us, that you were working em
osnmercial srraczgemente on the side. '

} You well know, if you have not flipped out entirely, that there is mach more I can say.
”n'in‘hu f0 1%, Pen't write any ,ore such greesy kid stuff involving me, either, without
wndersiading that if you"éo I also will have much to say. As I will when 1 have proof of
sone of trose things you have done that are adverse to my interest if I have thds other

Yhwn fronm you first,

Itn sorvy for you,

Hareld Weisberg
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ATTORNEY AT LAW

SUITE 2804 — 100 NORTH MAIN BUILDING
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December 31, 1976

Mr, James /farl Ray
Brushy Mguntain State Prison
Petros, /Tennessee 37845

Ret King/Ray Case
Dear Jiamy:

: 1 sm very glad to hear that you are f_iuata‘ahowlns
some good common sense by agresing to appear before the Selact
Committae on Assassinetions end tel! the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, so help you God.

Va Chastain called me on the telepho fast night
shortly after 8300 Pois Hecnhie thee mni to(d aphope, Ipat, nioh
uat heard on Channel 3 television news that you had written a
stter to Anthony Lewis of the New York Times agresing to eppear
before the Select Committee on Amssassinations under cath and set
history straight once and for all. | watched the Channe! 3 TV
news at 10100 P.M. last night, hoping that the broadcast would
bs repsated, but it was not,

| was vary plessed this morning when | read the sto
on pages one, mt?;-? tgota :; the :M:;phi atézng:%;:l cﬁpp?g:;.thzz
ou h.d ! ¢
u:::i’u:t‘?:m mdo t:-H it‘:ﬁwmd tg:: your o”?or h.r b.cn"u:?
cep -

| have always been of the personal opinion that had
you t?!d the truth, the whole truth mg Swthi g but _the truth,
so help you God, n zou wore arrested June 8, 1968, in Londen,
Englend, things would heve e much better for you in the past
eight and one~half years. wever, for ressons knewn best to
you and unknown e others, you chose to keep the truth inaide
of you all of this time,

| am frankly puzzled parsonally as to why Jim Lesar,
Harold Welsberg end Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., have taken the
action that they have in the past several years that they have
been involved in your case. | am still puzzled 4s to the action

baing taken by Jim lesar and at the advice that he is apparently
offaring you,
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Mr. Jemes Earl Ray -2- December 3I, 1976

| sincerely hope that you have not given away your
"bargaining power” by going to Anthony Lewis of the New York
Times rathor than going directly te Richard A, Sprague, Chief
Counsel for the Select Committee on Assassinations, Governor Ray
Blanton of the State of Tennessee and the Governor of the State
of Missouri. It is my personal judgment, based on my particie-
pation in your matter for the past several years and with my
personal dealings and relationship with Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.,
Jim lesar and Harold Weisberg, thet Knu would be far better off
if you would terminate all noiqtlon- ips, connections and deal-
infs with these three g.ntl;nsn altogether immedliately. If you
denire that | come to Brushy Mountain end look you in the eys
F??7 §o face, and tell you why | have this personal fedéling, i
w 0 80

To even talk sbout further litigation in the Courts,
in my porsonal judgment, is absolute nonsense and would be an
exercise in total util‘ty. It Is my opinion, and has been for
some time, that the Courts of the State of Tennessee and the
United States of America, as well as any other Couprt anywhere on
the face of the globae, will not give you any relief whatever as,
in my personal judgment, they have never wanted the whole truth
to be revealed by you, ) think Judga W. Preston Battle made
this perfegtly clear on March 10, 1969, when you stood in his
Courtroom (being admonished by your uttornoz Percy Foreman, to
be quist and ait down) and disagreed with Phi{ M. Canale, Jr.,
Ransey Clerk and J. Edgar Hoover about a conspiracy or svidence
tending to show & conspiracy. | am of the personal opinion that
had Judge W, Preston Battle been doing his job, he would have
insisted that you alaborate under oath on the subject thet you
raised in his Courtroom at the “Guilty Plea” hearing or he
should have refused to accept the “negotiated” q}eu.

As you know, | have pornonall{ followed this case
ince 6101 P.M., April 4, 1968, and was involved in & side issue
conteapt of court hearingi for Renfro T. Hays and others in

early 1969) before the "Guj ity Ples” hearing and | wes most

anxious for you to go te trial before the Court and Jur in
hopes that truth, the whole truth and nothing but t truth,
so help you God wouid be revealed to the Court, Jury and the
entire world, was sickenad when | heard around the Memphis

and Shelby County Bar Association on the morning of March {o,
1969, that the big “cop-out” was sbout to take place shortly’ in

Judgs Battle’s Courtroom. | was so disappointed by this courase

of action that | didn’t even come to the “Guilty Ples” hearing

but | have often wished aince that | had attended that "fiasco”,

You did not know it at the tims, but in my personal
Judgment, based on my personal experience and knowledge of



" My Jamas Earl Ray 3 December 3I, 1976

two men, you would have baen better off had you gone to trial
on a ples of not puilty with Hugh Stenton, Sr., and Hugh Stanton,
Jre, representing you as your sole attorneys. It is despiceble
how Hanes and Hanes permitted themselves to become invelved with
Willlam Bradford Hule thereby, in my personal uwdgment, foraing
w “behind the sight-bal|”. There had been discussion between
ienes end Hanes and myssif prior to their being "shot out of the
saddie” of associating myse!f to assist them in the trial of
your cese on 4 not ?uilty plea before the Court and Jury., Of
course, this all fell throu “The Texas Tiger” ared on
the scens as | had no contact with him whatever. | do lieve
that Hanes and Hanes would have given the State of Tennessee a
good run for their money even though they had gotten you into
on almost untensble position before the whole world,

: Everything that | have said and done in the past has
been with the idea in mind of the truth, the whole truth and .
nothing but the truth, so help me God, coming out befors the
whole worid and in hopes of getting you Executive Clemency from
the Governors of Tennessee and Missouri, which | definitely,
personally, feel that the possibility ia certainly thare.

| have disagresad with Bernard Fensterwald, dr., Jim
Lesar and Harold Weisberg on many matters since becoming involved
in your casae, and had | been Chief Counsel, | would have defi~
nitely advised you otherwise in many instances then thox‘did.
Howavar, that is all "water under tﬁa bridge” now and the Court
Ia:i . z:n is ended and, in my personal judgment, for all times,
|nou .

!} have been f°"p friend whether you realize it or

not, | am still your friend and | would like to \forever be

z:ur friend If you would only accept me as a friend trying to
Ip you out of a most difficult situation.

Always remsuber what | told you in our last te lephone
conversation, that {f ever in the future Kou need me or you want
me to come to ses you in person, all you heve to do is write
"Bob, come to see me”, signed, 53-uy.

With kindest personal regards to you, | am

Yours very truly,

Attorney at Law
RiLibpt

cct Nr, Bernard Fensterwald, Jr,
Hr. James H, Lesar
Mrs Harold Welsberg,—



